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 UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT #377 
REGULAR MEETING 
FEBRUARY 9, 2015 

6:30 PM, CENTRAL OFFICE 
EFFINGHAM, KS 

 
Tana Hoffman, Brian Jolly, Pat Kearney, Lori Lanter, Jeff Martin, Steve Meeks  
 
Mike Lee 
 
Superintendent Steve Wiseman, Principal Deanna Scherer, Principal Cy 
Wallisch, Jima Dempsey, Jill Thorne, and Logan Jackson, Globe. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 by Jeff Martin. 
 
Items 6.03 KASB Board Policy Recommendations and 7.01 School Calendar 
were removed from the agenda.   
 
Motion by Kearney, seconded by Hoffman, to approve the agenda as 
amended.  Motion passed 6-0. 
 
None.  
 
Jima Dempsey, the District’s food service director at OPAA!, was introduced 
to the board.  She talked about her philosophy and goals on expanding the 
program.  These include: 

*Adding items to the a la carte menu (smoothies, hamburgers, fries, teas) 
*Promoting catering in the community 
*Taste testing new menu items with students and teachers 
*StuCo surveys on new menu items 
*Monthly staff meetings 
*Parent participation during National School Breakfast week 

 
Mr. Wiseman presented updates on budget matters in the district.  Items 
covered: 

*State budget cuts 
*Food service budget receipts vs. expenditures are $19,037 ahead of this 

time last year, which is a positive indicator of our transition to the new 
food service program. 

*Board Treasurer’s plan to use a CD ladder to increase interest earnings 
on idle funds. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Approval of  
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 Motion by Hoffman, seconded by Kearney, to approve the consent agenda 
as presented.  Motion passed 6-0. 
 
The consent agenda included the following: 

*Minutes from 01/12/2015 
*Treasurer’s report for December 2014, bills and claims in the amount of 

$266,167.34, January 2015 budget summary of funds, ACCES current cash 

balance report for January 2015, ACCJSHS current cash balance report 
for January 2015, and the VISA bill. 

*Gifts & Grants 
From the Elementary PTO: 

$189.24 for body bars at the Elementary 
$143.75 plus shipping for 25 dry erase at the Elementary 
$150.00 plus mileage for Lil’ Sluggers Assembly – Royals 
Providing snacks during state assessments 

$151.83 from Knights of Columbus for Special Education 
$250.00 from Effingham Lions Club for IMPACT testing at the JSH 
3 red rugs from Pat and Tesea Kearney to Junior Class for Prom 

*Correspondences & Reports 
Treasurer Correspondence 
Treasurer Cash Flow Chart 
Food Service Report - Year to date through January 2015 vs 2014 
KSHSAA Pay to Play Report 
JSH Principal's Report 
Centerpoint Natural Gas Hedge Agreement 
Keystone Correspondences 

Keystone Assessment Projections 15-16 (11/01/2014) 
Keystone Assessment Projections 15-16 (02/03/2015) 
Keystone Assessment Email Explanation (02/03/2015) 
Keystone BOD Minutes (01/21/2015) 
Keystone Budget Projection (01/21/2015) 

Greenbush North Superintendents' Forum Agenda from 02/05/2015 
Kansas Assessment Letters 

KAP Cover Letter 
KAP Test Preparation Notes 
KAP 101 

Curriculum Council Minutes (01/08/2015) 
KSDE IEP Ratio Denominator Submission Letter (02/06/2015) 
KSDE Title I School-wide Notice Letter (02/06/2015) 
Highland Community College Articulation Agreement 2015-16 
PAT Reports 

PAT Winter Newsletter 
PAT Winter Report 
PAT Program Report 

*ACCHS Softball Handbook 2015 
*Greenbush Cooperative Purchasing Agreement 
*Non-resident Admissions Applications 
*Technology Infrastructure Upgrades 

AirFiber 5Ghz ($2,200 plus $150 Shipping) 
Barracuda Web Filter 610 w/3yrs Energize Updates ($15,200 plus 3-year 
protection $400 - CDWG - 20 state bid contract) 

*Increase substitute aide long term pay position from $8.25 to $8.40 
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Planning and 
Major Projects 
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Recommendations 
 
 
 
 

 
Mrs. Scherer updated the board on how the new Performance Based Credit 
program was doing at the JSH.  They are having sophomores and juniors get 
started using the Kansas Career Pipelines program.  They have started looking 
at applicants for the open positions at the JSH, but have not had many bites 
with the open science position.  Mr. English and Mr. Lucas have been asked to 
present at the 2015 National Conference on History Education this summer.  
She also spoke on the good news, activities, professional development, 
attendance, and discipline reports at the JSH. 
 
Mr. Wallisch reported that they are currently preparing for state assessments 
and that the final training sessions will be held tomorrow.  Representatives 
from Westar will be in the district next week to demonstrate assembly power 
stations.  The new Go Math curriculum kits have been delivered and staff 
training will be held March 9th.  The FFA/K-6 garden project is still being 
discussed and planned. 
 
Mr. Wiseman passed along information on the Kansas Children Kansas Future 
presentation to be held in Hiawatha on February 19th.  He stated that the 
district has hedged natural gas for the rest of the winter.  The retirement 
celebration, years of service recognition, and teachers of the year honors will 
be held May 20th.   
 
Qualified Zone Academy Bonds (QZAB) is a federal program that provides 
schools with zero percent interest financing to renovate and repair school 
buildings.  USD 377 has been approved by the KSDE to receive up to $3 
million, if Congress allocates the funds to the state.  QZAB funding can be paid 
back over as much as 24 years. 
 
KSDE has notified the District that $755,000 of QZAB funds have become 
available.   
 
Motion by Hoffman, seconded by Meeks, to authorize Mr. Wiseman to 
move forward with acquiring the $755,000 of available QZAB money.  
Motion passed 6-0.  
 
Mr. Wiseman then reviewed bids that have come in so far on summer 
projects.  These include the elementary gym roof (separate bids for labor and 
material), elementary floor replacement, JSH locker room floor replacement, 
JSH boy’s locker room lockers, track restoration, and elementary gym 
bleachers.   
 
Discussion ensued on major projects.  It was agreed that each board member 
will individually rate each project on the master facility plan.  Those ratings 
will be compiled at a later meeting. 
 
Motion by Martin to enter into executive session to discuss personnel 
matters of non‐elected personnel in order to protect the privacy interests of 
the individuals to be discussed, and that the board return to open session in 
this room at 8:10 pm.  Motion seconded by Kearney.  Motion passed 6‐0.  
(Wiseman present) 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KASB Local School Board 
Elections Resolution  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Trips 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The board resumed in open session at 8:10pm.  
 
Motion by Martin to enter into executive session to discuss personnel 
matters of non‐elected personnel in order to protect the privacy interests of 
the individuals to be discussed, and that the board return to open session in 
this room at 8:15 pm.  Motion seconded by Meeks.  Motion passed 6‐0.  
(Wiseman present) 
 
The board resumed in open session at 8:15pm.  
 
Motion by Martin, seconded by Kearney, to regretfully accept the 
retirement of Susan Kramer after her many years of service to the District, 
along with the following personnel recommendations: 
 

Joshua Snyder – separation, elementary counselor, end of school year 
Cindy Timmons – separation, elementary aide 
Cindy Timmons – volunteer, elementary 
Lindsey Wilmoth –2015-2016 elementary counselor intern 
Charlotte Michel – 2015-2016 elementary instructor 

 
Motion passed 6-0. 
 
Efforts are under way in the state Legislature to change the way school board 
members are elected. KASB believes these efforts, if approved and enacted, 
would harm schools and ultimately their ability to produce successful 
students.  KASB is strongly urging school boards to approve a resolution 
calling upon the Legislature to pass no law changing the status of local board 
of education elections. 
 
Motion by Hoffman, seconded by Jolly, to adopt resolution 02092015 as 
presented.  Motion passed 6-0. 
 
02/19/2015 – Field trip to Kansas City art museums: Nelson-Atkins Museum 
of Art and Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art.  Alternate date: February 
26, 2015.  Mrs. Cave is taking only her Advanced Art class with five students. 
 
02/24/2015 - Sophomore Class research field trip to Kansas University's 
Watson Library. 
 
03/04/2015 - High School college field trip to the Creative Center of Art & 
Design in Omaha, Nebraska. Five students have shown interest in visiting the 
Creative Center College of Art & Design and requested a college visit. 
 
03/04/2015 - Big 7 League Forensics tournament. 
 
03/05/2015 - Scherer's 4th Grade Rural School Days in Topeka - Experiencing 
a day in a one room school house. 
 
03/06/2015 - Garoutte's 4th Grade Rural School Days in Topeka - Experiencing 
a day of school in a one room school house. 
 
03/11/2015 - College visit to Kansas City Kansas Community College campus.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bus Bids 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Roof Bids 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MIP Resolution 
 
 
 
 
 

Sponsors:  Denise Selbee-Koch and Justin Peavey. 
 
04/1/2015 - Job Olympics at Johnson County Community College. 
 
04/14/2015 - Students enrolled in the Wildlife Management class will visit the 
Squaw Creek National Refugee.  Sponsor: Mrs. Bodenhausen. 
 
04/20/2015 – Band students (6-8) to Topeka Civic Orchestra's Free School Day 
concert.  Sponsor: Mr. Worthington. 
 
05/07/2015 – Kindergarten field trip to the Discovery Center in Topeka, 
Kansas.   Sponsors: Natalie Brammer, Jessica Paden, Sara Hinz, Katie Lanter. 
 
05/23-26/2015 - Band trip to Chicago.  
 
Motion by Kearney, seconded by Meeks, to approve the student trip 
requests as presented.  Motion passed 6-0.   
 
Bus bids were requested from two vendors for two 60 passenger school 
buses.  Midwest Transit Equipment was the only vendor to respond.  
 
Two buses: 2016 IC CE at a cost of $75,426 each 
Trade-in allowance for bus 37: $3,000 
Trade-in allowance for bus 41: $5,000 
Total cost: $142,852 
 
Motion by Meeks, seconded by Jolly, to approve the bus bid 
recommendation as presented.  Motion passed 6-0.  
 
Bids to replace the south-west section of the roof at the elementary school 
were presented.  Separate bids were obtained for labor and materials, as the 
materials can be purchased through the Greenbush Multi-State Association of 
Educational Purchasing Agencies (AEPA) contract. 
 
Labor Bids: 
Kirberg Roofing Company: $104,750 
Delta Innovative Services, Inc.: $131,000 
 
Material Bids: 
Greenbush AEPA: $81,758.55, plus an additional $2,320 to clad the fascia if 
desired.  This includes a 13.4% discount and free shipping. 
 
Board members expressed concern on who would be ultimately liable on 
over-runs or if conflict occurred since the labor and materials were provided 
by two different companies.   No action was taken. 
 
A resolution is required by the Pooled Money Investment Board to add 
Stephen Caplinger, Board Treasurer, as an authorized user of our account at 
the Kansas Municipal Investment Pool.  
 
Motion of Hoffman, seconded by Kearney, to approve the MIP resolution as 
presented.  Motion passed 6-0.  
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Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Board members discussed their thoughts on Senate Bill 60, which would allow 
home schooled students to be eligible for all school activities which come 
under the rules of KSHSAA.  No action taken. 
 
Motion by Martin to enter into executive session to discuss personnel 
matters of non‐elected personnel in order to protect the privacy interests of 
the individuals to be discussed, and that the board return to open session in 
this room at 8:45 pm.  Motion seconded by Hoffman.  Motion passed 6‐0.  
(Wiseman present; Wiseman left at 8:38) 
 
The board resumed in open session at 8:45pm.  
 
Motion by Martin to enter into executive session to discuss personnel 
matters of non‐elected personnel in order to protect the privacy interests of 
the individuals to be discussed, and that the board return to open session in 
this room at 8:55 pm.  Motion seconded by Jolly.  Motion passed 6‐0.   
 
The board resumed in open session at 8:55pm.  
 
Motion by Martin to enter into executive session to discuss matters 
effecting a student in order to protect the privacy interests of the 
individual(s) to be discussed, and that the board return to open session in 
this room at 9:05pm.  Motion seconded by Kearney.  Motion passed 6‐0.  
(Wiseman and Wallisch present) 
 
The board resumed in open session at 9:05pm.  
 
At 9:07pm, Martin moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Lanter.  
Motion passed 6-0. 
 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Megan Gracey, Board Clerk 

 


