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Bark for 
Schools 
Is Free — 
And That’s  
a Good Thing
Thinking about paying for your 
school’s monitoring service? 
Read this first.

The Changing 
Digital Landscape
Digital technologies evolve rapidly, and while 
most industries have little trouble obtaining 
them, schools often struggle to keep up due to 
budgetary constraints. Every student may have 
access to a computer, but supporting safety 
solutions are often left underfunded. But today’s 
teens face threats that previous generations 
couldn’t have imagined — many of which are 
exacerbated by the very same tools that are 
meant to help them succeed.

Knowing the budget constraints of schools, we 
see it as our obligation to help as many schools in 
America as we can — at absolutely no cost. The 
results of our first year show that our model for 
doing so is highly effective and sustainable.

• Four out of five teens who 
attempt suicide have given 
clear warning signs.

• Bark for Schools sends an 
average of 140 severe suicide 
alerts to schools 

     per week.

• 2018 had the most gun-
related fatalities at schools 
in recorded history, with an 
average of more than one 

     per week.

• Bark for Schools has helped to 
prevent 16 school shootings.

http://prp.jasonfoundation.com/facts/youth-suicide-statistics/
https://www.chds.us/ssdb/incidents-by-year/
https://www.chds.us/ssdb/incidents-by-year/
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Bark for Schools
Bark for Schools monitors G Suite and Office 
365 for signs of cyberbullying, suicidal ideation, 
sexual predators, school shootings, hate 
speech, and more. Developed in 2018 as a 
response to the tragic shooting in Parkland, 
Florida, Bark for Schools helps protect students 
at no cost to schools or their communities. 
Bark for Schools is available to all K-12 schools 
across the U.S. and has quickly become one of 
the fastest-growing companies in EdTech. In our 
first year alone, we became the trusted partner 
of more than 1,000 school districts — with 
dozens more joining every month.

As a free and fully CIPA-compliant service 
for schools, Bark for Schools is on a mission 
to help protect kids online and in real life. 
No matter what’s in your EdTech infrastructure 
— content filters, camera systems, or even 
digital citizenship curricula — Bark provides 
an extra layer to your school safety toolkit.

Free Is the Future
Some would have you believe that a free service 
is inherently limited — that if you don’t have to 
pay for it, there must be some kind of problem. 
But the fact that Bark for Schools is free is only 
a problem for our competitors, who have yet to 
discover a business model that affords schools 
the no-cost safety solutions they deserve. 
It’s not a problem for us at all.

Bark for Families introduced the most 
advanced solution for monitoring online 
communications that presently exists. 
Families subscribe to Bark for monitoring 
personal accounts at a rate that allows us to 
extend that same algorithm to schools. In this 
way, our schools are able to help keep their 
students safe — and they’ll never have to pay 
for this service.

We believe that your schools should use 
the solution that works for them and their 
communities. That’s why we don’t press for a 
monthly fee. We don’t see you as a commodity, 
but as a partner in helping to keep children safe.

We don’t see you 
as a commodity, 
but as a partner 
in helping to keep 
children safe.

https://www.bark.us/schools
https://www.bark.us
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A Company 
You Can 
Count On

Protecting the 
Whole Student 
Body
Bark for Schools is an invaluable safety net for 
schools, their faculties, and their students. 
Our monitoring service not only detects potential 
issues but also helps the administration better 
understand their student body. This information 
is essential to preventing harmful situations, 
as a simple conversation is often enough to 
make an impact.

The power of social media on a student body 
should not be underestimated. Cyberbullying 
quickly escalates into physical conflict, 
reputations are ruined with the click of a button, 
and in the face of a crisis, it causes a “crisis 
contagion” that only makes matters worse. These 
and other factors contribute to an environment in 
which students struggle to perform. Grades can 
suffer and some students even miss school 
days altogether.

Bark recognizes the enormous amount of time 
and energy it takes to monitor online activities. 
That’s why Bark for Schools is free — so schools 
can have a tool that helps them improve the 
well-being of their entire community.

Partner of Safe 
and Sound Schools
Safe and Sound Schools is an organization 
founded by parents who lost children at Sandy 
Hook. Their mission is to build a national 
school safety resource center that provides 
research-based tools and services for crisis 
prevention, response, and recovery, to help 
protect every school and every student, every 
day. They have chosen to partner with Bark.

Partner of 
Families Across 
the U.S.
The Family Alerts Dashboard allows schools 
to partner with parents. Students use their 
school-issued accounts after school hours, 
during weekends, and over holidays — times 
when administration may not be available to 
review urgent alerts. With Bark for Schools, 
communities can come together to help 
protect their kids both at home and at school. 
This feature is also free.

https://www.bark.us/blog/school-safety-takeaways/
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources/school-safety-and-crisis/social-media-and-school-crises
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources/school-safety-and-crisis/social-media-and-school-crises
https://www.safeandsoundschools.org
https://www.bark.us/blog/family-alerts-dashboard/


Competitive Advantage
Bark is up to 10 times more accurate than 
many paid services. Our technology is 
built on years of experience working with 
families to hone a premium system that is 
proven to help keep communities safe.

You Could Spend, But Why Would You?

White-Glove Setup 
and Support
Bark guarantees fast activation and 
world-class support 7 days a week. 
Our dedicated team ensures seamless 
implementation so you can have your first 
alerts delivered within hours.

Continuous Development
Bark is already the best monitoring service. 
But we’re also always evolving 
to offer the best features, processes, 
and personnel so that schools can keep 
their students as safe as possible.

Customized Alerts
Use your Dashboard to tailor the 
sensitivity of our detection algorithms to 
suit the needs of your school or district, 
so that the alerts you receive are the 
alerts that you need.

Works Alongside 
Your Current Service
Many schools and districts ran our product 
for free alongside our competitors’ before 
dropping those services entirely. Spending 
thousands each year on a lesser service 
just wasn’t working for them.

The Features You Need
Many companies boast a long list of 
features, most of which you’ll never use. 
Bark for Schools is extremely user-friendly 
— with everything you need and nothing 
you’ll ignore.

Bark Remains Relevant
Bark detects messages within images with 
ease — even when they’re hand-written 
or drawn. Our A.I. is also smart enough 
to read teen slang and emojis, and it 
understands all of it in context.

Keeping It Local
Unlike many, Bark is a company based 
entirely in the U.S. with all assets, team 
members, servers, and student data 
located domestically.

Learn More About Bark for Schools
For more information, feel free to read the following documentation on the strength of our technology, 

our expert human review team, and our compliance with CIPA, FERPA, and more.
[Protecting Students: AI, Data, and Technology] [An Administrator’s Guide to Bark for Schools]

[Online Safety Compliance]
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https://s3.amazonaws.com/bark-assets/guides/AI_Data_Technology_BarkForSchools.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/bark-assets/guides/Administrators_Guide_BarkForSchools.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/bark-assets/guides/Safety_Compliance_BarkForSchools.pdf

