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The first nine weeks of school have come and gone! We are in that time of year where seasons seem to 
change back and forth in the blink of an eye. In fact, last year we had our first snow/ice storm in the month 
of October! In the event of a school closure due to inclement weather, as always, we will notify local Okla-
homa City television stations. We have a goal of notifying them by 6:00 am when possible. If possible, we 
will utilize other means of notification as well such as our messaging system that students and parents sign 
up for.  

Overall Covid-19 infections throughout the state appear to be reducing in number. That is great news and 
we hope that it will continue. Fargo-Gage Schools have had and continue to have some positive cases 
among staff and students. So far, it hasn’t affected large enough numbers at a time to warrant a shut down 
of school. The goal is to stay in school all year if possible. We continue to ramp up our efforts to keep our 
students and staff safe by utilizing our protocols put in place last year. All students are temperature 
scanned prior to loading on the buses. Students that do not ride the buses are scanned when they arrive at 
school. Electrostatic sprayers are utilized throughout our buildings. Buses are sprayed with disinfectant dai-
ly. Spacing is utilized when possible in classrooms and in the lunch room. The safety of our Bearcat family is 
of utmost importance. 

We have added a link to our website that hopefully will be very helpful to our high school students that are 
looking to prepare for and/or improve their ACT scores. The link is located on our website’s homepage un-
der the Counselor link. The link includes seven ACT tests that can be used as practice ACT tests. They are in 
PDF format. Students can print them out at school or at home. The practice test questions are formatted as 
the actual ACT is formatted. The practice tests are absolutely free to use. Included is an answer sheet just as 
the actual ACT has and even an answer key to utilize after completing a test in order to better understand 
questions that are answered incorrectly. Students that take the time to work through these tests are sure 
to improve the scores that they currently have or be better prepared for their initial ACT test.  

Our goal is to have a positive impact on as many students as possible. Thank you for giving us that oppor-
tunity!  Have a great year. Go Bearcats! 

Mr. Jones 

Superintendent 



For excused absences—absent stu-

dents must be called-in every day 

(the same day) they are absent—if 

not called-in, they must bring a note 

specifying why they were absent, 

date absent, and parent signature; if 

they go to the doctor, please be sure 

to get a note. 

Time change 
November 
7th! Don’t  

forget to set 
clocks back 
one hour! 

Friday, October 29, 2021 

Elementary parking lot 

If you have questions or wish to par-

ticipate please call the Elementary 

Office at 580-698-2298 by Wednes-

day, October 27, 2021 by 3:30 pm. 

Thank You 

Kenneth & Kris Ann Moyer 

For being Bearcat Supporters!!! OACD AREA I POSTER CONTEST RESULTS are in, 

and our Ellis County students did great! 

7th Grade 1st Place: Maria Morente, Fargo-Gage 

1st place winners will be entered into the State 

Contest coming up soon. All of these winners are 

invited to attend the awards luncheon at our 

OACD Area I meeting that is being held in No-

vember at Fairview. Awards not presented to stu-

dents at the Area Meeting will be delivered to the 

schools. If anyone is interested in attending the 

awards luncheon or has other questions, they 

should call the Conservation District office at 580-

885-7306. 

THANK YOU! 



On a warm, yet beautiful day on September 22nd, students, parents and staff and community members 

who wanted to gathered at the flagpole on the west side of Fargo-Gage High School for See You at the 

Pole. This was an opportunity to pray for the leaders of our school, our student body, both elementary and 

high school, as well as our government leaders at the local, state and federal levels. Students from both the 

elementary and high school participated, with a total of over 100 people in attendance.   



Oklahoma BPA/DECA held a joint Fall Leadership Conference and Fargo- Gage BPA was well 
represented with our own Keeli Cope as State Secretary. Each of our local officers were in attend-
ance learning leadership techniques and ways to make this school year "Noteworthy". The awe-
some keynote speaker Juan Bendana inspired students to put action to their ideas. To not tell 
yourself you can't. His question to them (to all of us) "If you talked to others the way you talk to 
yourself, would you have any friends?" 

Students participated in some really good community service activities as well videos of messag-
es to service members thanking them for their service, notes to first responders and all service 
workers, as well as handwritten cards to the Children's Hospital are just a few. This conference 
was time well spent.  

4th grade science learning about 

kinetic and potential energy . 



Mrs. Sanzee Suthers—Elem. Secretary 

What made you want to become a teacher, nurse & secretary? I never 

thought I would be a secretary though that is how I worked my way through 

college to become the nurse, my mother said I always wanted to be. Teach-

ing became a love because I could share my skills and knowledge to and for 

others. Retirement brought me to substitute teaching. Then Mr. Pope, for-

mer elementary principal, asked me to substitute for the secretary the re-

mainder of the school year. There I found I could share my skills of secre-

tary, nurse, and teaching. The blessed feeling to serve my alma mater, all 

students, and staff in this capacity during the school year has been quite 

gratifying and humbling. 

What words would describe you? “A true fighter and I can be a little stub-

born, caring, fun, and a dependable hard worker.” 

What is your favorite part about being a teacher, nurse & secretary? There 

are no age restrictions, things are always changing and happenings occur-

ring. I can be “me” in helping in three capacities depending on what need 

arises. 

Where did you attend college? Oklahoma State University & OKC Universi-

ty for my basic care classes and teaching hours; Mercy Hospital School of 

Nursing for my Diploma in Registered Nursing; St. Mary’s of the Plains, 

Dodge City, KS 20 years later for Bachelor of Science in Nursing. 

What is your favorite holiday? Easter 

Ms. Rinehart—Ag 

What made you want to become a teacher? I loved FFA & Ag in high 

school and wanted all the kids to get to experience all the activities, oppor-

tunities & advantages that come from an active program. 

What three words would describe you? Busy, Energetic & Friendly. 

What is your favorite part about being a teacher? Watching the kids when 

they are successful & introducing them to new experiences & ideas. 

Where did you attend college? Northwestern OK State University, Alva. 

What is your favorite holiday? Christmas 



Donna Howard—Cafeteria/Bus Driver 

What made you want to become part of the Lunch Lady Squad 

& Bus Driver? I started driving a bus back when my boys were 

in school so I could stay home with them. I love working with 

kids. So when the opportunity came open to work in the cafete-

ria I took it.  

What three words would describe you? Friendly, caring,  

What is your favorite part about being in the Lunch Lady Squad 

& a Bus Driver? Just getting to watch the kids change from the 

beginning of the year to the end and through the years. 

Where did you attend college? Northwestern in Alva. 

What is your favorite holiday? Christmas, because  love giving 

to others and all the decorations. 

Leslie Girton—Sp Ed Aide 

What made you want to become a teachers aide? There was a 

need and I wanted to help if I could. Since I could no longer 

serve on the board, I thought that helping in the school as a sub 

could be a fun change. It was such a fun experience that I want-

ed to come back. 

What three words would describe you?  Helpful, understand-

ing, forgetful. 

What is your favorite part about being a teachers aide? THE 

KIDS!! Every student is an individual and each individual comes 

into the resource room with their own challenges. It has been 

very rewarding to begin to build relationships with each one of 

them and to be able to help them overcome those challenges. 

Where did you attend college? I didn’t go to college. 

What is your favorite holiday? Halloween and the 4th of July. 

Halloween has tons of candy and you have the chance to use 

your imagination and become someone new for the night. The 

4th of July is a great time to see family and enjoy pretty fire-

works. 



ELEMENTARY STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

Student of the month celebration took place 

today in our brand new auditorium! These 

students were selected for demonstrating Re-

sponsibility, Respectfulness and Safety. Shat-

tuck Sonic sponsors our event each month by 

donating $5.00, a T-shirt and a Bearcat cup. 

Mrs. Goff designed and made back pack tags.  

Congratulations students and thank you to 

those who support our program! 



Fargo-Gage FFA had a busy day September 28th. We started the day in Enid at COLT Conference with our 

chapter officers. We hurried back to Fargo to load up our 8th and 9th grade ceremonies teams and went 

to Cheyenne to compete in their Fall Leadership Contest. Super proud of all these kids!!  

First Graders practice writing 

spelling words in shaving cream! 



Huge shout out to The Stock Exchange Bank for supporting 

our Athletics Department. 

6th Grade News 

We're rollin" right along in the 6th grade trying to put it all to-
gether and keep the outfit on task.  Mastering fractions, deci-
mals, and percent's was quite a challenge.  

Now we’ve added prime factorization, least common multiples, 
and greatest common factors. My little “Wranglers” think their 
“Forman” is a little tough!! 

We’ve had two 6th Grade winners in the Ellis County Conserva-
tion poster contest. Kaylen Wolfe and Lynnlee Knight made us 
proud and their posters were really unique. I have a group of 
talented kids! 

We finished our first book of “Hank the Cow Dog” series and 
have started on the “original first book”. Reading this series 
aloud to the class has been the highlight of our day. 

Until our next roundup, our little group of Wranglers will keep 
those doggies rollin! 



Fargo-Gage FFA By Kale Currier, Fargo-Gage FFA Reporter  

 Fargo-Gage FFA held the 2nd Annual Ag Olympics on Friday, September 24. There was a great turn out, 

with students, parents, alumni, and faculty coming to cheer on the teams at Ag Olympics. All the teams 

competed in the Hay Bale Race, Dodgeball, Tug-o-War, Farm Relay, and Pumpkin Chunkin. Each FFA 

officer was a team captain and selected team members through a draft style format from the Fargo-Gage 

FFA Chapter members. Every team was super competitive and fierce throughout the games. The Blue 

Team, led by President Rowdy Rinehart, were the Champions, defending their 1st Place finish from last 

year, 2nd Place was the Green Team, led by Sentinel Kellen Allenbach, and 3rd Place was the Pink Team, 

led by Secretary Hope Walton. After the games, participants and guests were served a dinner of delicious 

pulled pork sandwiches and chips.  



(Two state FFA officers are included in the attached photo. Sitting in the front row, far left, is Braden Burns, 

Kingfisher, state secretary. Sitting in the front row, far right, is Braden Heisler, Waukomis, northwest area 

vice-president.)  

COLT Conference is sponsored by Public Service Company of Oklahoma as a special project of the Oklaho-

ma FFA Foundation. FFA is an integral part of the agricultural education division of the Oklahoma Depart-

ment of CareerTech Education. There are 24,269 Oklahoma FFA members in 365 high schools statewide. 

For more information visit www.okffa.org.  

FFA Chapter Officers Are Challenged to Lead Up  

Sponsored by Public Service Company  

Officers of the Fargo-Gage FFA chapter participated in the 2021 Oklahoma FFA Chapter Officer Leadership 

Training Conference Sept. 28 at the Enid Events Center in Enid, Oklahoma. The eight state FFA officers 

planned and conducted this year’s conference based on the theme, “Lead Up.” Elected officers from each 

of the 62-high school FFA chapters in the Northwest area attended the conference, which equipped each 

student with leadership tools that focused on specific officer duties and leading when one is unsure what 

to do. Rhett Laubach, Edmond, Oklahoma, was the keynote speaker for the conference. He is an accom-

plished professional speaker, leadership coach and served as state FFA president in 1992- 1993. 

"Oklahoma FFA is such an incredible organization because of the natural leadership that is found in our 

membership," said Dalton Rogers, state FFA president. "As an association we want to make sure that those 

officers elected to serve on the local level are prepared to “Lead Up” within their chapters. Expressing to 

the best of their abilities the leadership that our association is best known for."  

Officers attending from the Fargo-Gage chapter were:  

Rowdy Rinehart President  

Kinsley Schneider Vice President  

Hope Walton Secretary  

Allyson Navarro Treasurer  

Kale Currier Reporter  

Kellen Allenbach Sentinel  

Amber Rinehart Advisor  



This year in 2nd grade, we have 
signed up to par-
ticipate in the 
Adopt a Cow 
program! We are 
so excited about 
this! We will 
have the oppor-
tunity to meet 
the family that 
owns the dairy and see our calf 
via video conference! The dairy 
will send us up to date growth 
records and photos. 

On October 5, we found out we 
have a heifer and she is from 
Sabetha, Kansas! We will keep 
you informed on this project! 
Be ready for picture overload 
from our class!! 

2nd grade enjoying jump ropes bought from class donations through fundraiser!  

2nd grade learning to round! 



Jubilee 

Bearcat Supporters: 

The Bearcat music department has started a 

fundraiser to help with our travel costs and festi-

vals and contests expenses.  It is quite expensive 

to have such a quality program.  I feel they have 

worked very hard to achieve the stellar status a 

first-rate music program! 

To help with the costs of travel, supplies and 

gear, we are helping you with your holiday bak-

ing!    Everyone loves sweets and these pastries 

are highly recommended, good quality desserts.  

We are selling Kansas Maid frozen pastries.  They 

come in many flavors: cherry braids, cinnamon 

roll braids, cream cheese braids, apple braids, 

strawberry cream cheese braids, Italian braids, 

raspberry braids, cinnamon rolls and caramel 

sticky buns.  These braids sell for only $15.00 

each.     

I am excited that we have found an item that is 

high quality and very practical that you can use in 

your homes and businesses and also support our 

music programs. 

We appreciate your continued support for all our 

music programs. 

We would like to have all orders turned in to the 

school by November 3rd so we can get the prod-

ucts by the holidays. Please make checks payable 

to Fargo-Gage schools. 

Feel free to copy the form or ask for more as you 

need them. 

Blessings,                                  

Mrs. Z 

580-698-2298 



TRAP 

SHOOTING 

The fifth grade sci-

ence class is 

adopting two trees 

on the play-

ground.  Here they 

are planting flowers 

around the base of 

one of them.  



Fifth graders tested out their bridges to see how they would hold up in an earthquake! 



A huge THANK YOU to everyone who came out and sup-

ported our Fargo-Gage FFA chapter tonight!! Thank you 

to John Rakestraw for being our auctioneer and to Donna 

Hamilton Howard, Tana Navarro and JoElla Lennington for 

making sure we all had great food!! We appreciate you!!  

Took our 8th and 9th 

grade ceremonies teams 

to Regional Contest to-

night. So proud of their 

hard work. They all did 

an amazing job and are a 

lot of fun too!!  



AR Field Trip to Kenny Farms! 









BEARCAT ARTISTS IN THE ABSTRACT 

The Fargo-Gage Art Club meets 

every Wednesday after school 

in the Elementary Library. 

Students in grades 3 and up are 

eligible to attend. All supplies 

are included and there is no fee 

to participate. We meet from 

3:30—5:00. our club President is 

Karla Lucero-Rueda and the 

sponsors are Mrs. Stuckey and 

Mrs. Walker. Presently we are 

working on abstracts in acrylic 

paint. Our next project will be 

watercolor scenery. We will 

sketch an animal and work in 

pastels on some flora in the 

months. 



BACKPACKS FOR KIDS FOOD PANTRY 
AND BACKPACK PROGRAM 

One in every four children in Oklahoma 

struggles with hunger. For this reason, Far-

go-Gage schools has partnered with the 

Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma to be 

able to provide food to our students who are 

chronically hungry. Chronically hungry chil-

dren have little or nothing to eat outside of 

school. 

Fargo-Gage will now have a School Pantry 

and the Kids Backpack Program. The Re-

gional Food Bank provides food and back-

packs at no cost to the school.  

The school pantry will provide supplemental 

food resources to chronically hungry middle 

and high school students who have little to 

no food at home. Students will be able to 

shop the pantry weekly for a variety of food 

and household items. 

The Kids Backpack Program is for elemen-

tary students. This program provides ele-

mentary students with a backpack full of nu-

tritious, kid friendly food to sustain them 

over weekends and holidays throughout the 

school year. 

The school will identify children who need 

food on the weekends, and send a back-

pack home with them each Friday. The 

identity of students who participate in both 

programs will be kept anonymous. 

For more information, please contact the 

school counselor, Shelley Cook, at 580-698

-2298, or shelley.cook@fargo.k12.ok.us. 

FOR SENIOR PARENTS 
Starting October 1st, you can apply for FAF-
SA.  This is financial aid for college.  You must 
complete this form in order to attend col-
lege.  Financial aid consists of either grants 
(money you don’t have to pay back) and loans 
(money you do have to pay back).  These grants 
or loans are determined by the parents’ income 
based on their income tax return.  You can fill it 
out as a student or a parent but you must use 
your income tax return from 2020 on this year’s 
FAFSA form.  If parents are divorced, you use tax 
returns from the parent that the student lives 
with the most.  
Go to studentaid.gov.  Click start here.  It takes 
20-30 minutes to fill out.  It will email you an es-
timated award package and then the school that 
you send results to will mail you an official award 
package.  

FOR PARENTS OF FRESHMEN  
THROUGH JUNIORS 

If you make under $60,000 and have a student in 

grades 9-11 you can apply for Oklahoma’s prom-

ise.  Oklahoma’s Promise is a program that as-

sists students with tuition.  If you qualify it will 

pay for tuition to any public university in Oklaho-

ma.  But you have to apply when the student is 

in 9-11 grades.  Call Mrs. Cook, counselor, at Far-

go Gage Public Schools for any questions.  580-

698-2298 

http://studentaid.gov/


Elementary News 

Seems as though the school year is flying by too fast. 

Thank you parents for your response to the parent 

teacher conferences. The scheduling, entry protocol 

and conferencing appeared to go smoothly even with 

our door buzzer not working. I do hope no one was 

locked out for too long before being noticed. 

The 2nd nine weeks is now in full swing and 2022 is 

just around the corner. It seems that I request some-

thing from you in each newsletter and this one is no 

different. Box Tops used to a clip and send obtain 

monies for the program. Each year less and less clips 

are found. I would like to encourage you to download 

the Box Tops for Education app and scan all of your 

grocery purchase receipts to earn money for the 

school. Since July 1– Sept. 30 we have earned $22.00 

toward our goal of $250 for the year. If you have any 

questions feel free to give me a call at the school. 

Our Red Ribbon Week to fight Drugs and Bullying hap-

pens this last week of October. Looking forward to 

seeing the dress up days, doors decorated and the 

finale of “Spook Parade” and Trunk or Treat for the 

students! 

Happy Fall to All! 

Miss Sanzee 

Elementary Secretary 

Jr. High & High School News 

Our first 9 weeks has flown by so fast. We have had lots of 

activities going on and fundraisers are in full swing!  

Thank you to all the parents/guardians who came in for 

conferences. I know scheduling can be hard and on top of 

that we had some teachers out sick. Thank you all for un-

derstanding all the changes. It was also nice getting to 

meet some of you. 

Right now STUCO is putting on a pumpkin decorating con-

test for all grades. We can’t wait to see what all the stu-

dents come up with. They will also be decorating lockers 

and classroom doors.  

Events coming up are:  

Movie Night  grades 7-12 

Metcalf awards ceremony 

Pep Rally 

Bedlam Games 

Homecoming 

Make sure to check out our school webpage for future 

events and pictures of our students. 

Also picture retakes will be November 18th. At this time 

we will also be doing Basketball 

pictures. Make sure to bring your 

smile!! 

Jessica Coen 

HS Secretary 

 



This month the 3rd grade was excited to go to Kenny Farms for our AR trip. We have been read-
ing passages and identifying the text structures. Students got to dress Mrs. Osmond up for a cos-
tume party and we matched Main Idea pumpkins with Supporting Detail leaves. We decorated our 
door with bugs we made to show we would rather eat them than do drugs!  



Meet the Author: 

     Mrs. Prewett, retired Fargo School teacher, began her teaching career in Topeka, KS where she taught for 
two years.  After that, her and her husband, Roger, moved to York, NE where she taught 3 rd grade for two 
years and substituted in the junior high.  After having snow up to the eaves on their house in Nebraska, they 
decided to move back to the farm in Fargo. Mrs. Prewett taught in Fargo Schools for 27 years. She started 
the Title I Reading program, then started the Kindergarten program at Fargo Schools.  The kindergarten pro-
gram was expanded to an all-day program, which was the only all-day program in the area.  Judy moved up 
to teach 3rd grade, a position she loved and retired from after 31 years in education. 

     Over the last several years, Mrs. Prewett has shared numerous, entertaining teaching experiences with 
others and has been told that she should write a book!  This isn’t the book, but a monthly feature article to 
share some of those experiences with our Bearcat News readers.  We hope you enjoy! 

TEACHER TALES...a DAY IN THE Life of a Teacher                                 

A class of second grade boys, not terribly interested in reading, were being observed by some of the Arnett 
elementary teachers. We had worked diligently on the vocabulary words ALL week.  It was Friday, and they 
knew the words on the flash cards.  I THOUGHT they knew the word meanings (or I would have skipped that 
part).  First word:  SELDOM.  One of the boys showed his excitement by flapping his arm, really wanting to 
prove he knew the answer.  Wanting to give him a good dose of self-confidence, I called on him.  I’m thank-
ful I did, because we still use his answer and it always brings a chuckle!  “SELDOM—it’s like, I don’t have an-
ymore…..I ALREADY SELLED ‘EM.”  So much for showing off our weekly vocab learning, but they did a great 
job of reading and answering questions! 

October always brought the dreaded evaluations by the administrator(s).  The worst for me was one Hal-
loween day, when my lesson plans clearly stated the first 30 minutes were to be spent reading names on 
the cards to be distributed to the decorated sacks with clearly printed names.  SUCH EXCITEMENT!  But, we 
had to stop the fun and have an actual LESSON!  Ever tried to herd cats!  Another Halloween memory, the 
elementary teachers were encouraged to wear costumes, especially when we paraded for the high school 
classes.  I was the supervising teacher for a first year teacher who decided to use balloons to enhance her 
chest measurements.  As her supervisor, I had to leave my excited third graders to go tell her it wasn’t ap-
propriate to wear balloons that way!  You may wonder why anyone wouldn’t know that, but we also had a 
sixth grade teacher who graded reading workbooks and if the students didn’t write the same answer as the 
teacher’s book, they got the answer wrong.  It didn’t take the students long to write, “ANSWERS WILL 
VARY” instead of trying to find the answer in the story! 

One of my first grade boys went home at noon, and he and his mom proudly came into the room to show 
off his costume, a mummy-head to toe wrapped with strips of torn sheets.  GREAT COSTUME, probably won 
the contest, but when he had to go to the bathroom, and didn’t want anyone to ruin his costume, we had a 
problem!  THANK GOODNESS FOR ROOM MOTHERS AND SAFETY PINS!   

Lastly, there was a tiny first grader who got himself caught in his zipper.  Screaming at the top of his lungs 
made it worse, of course!  I sent for our principal who was able to perform the necessary extrica-
tion.  Note:  The act of getting someone out of a physically tangled or otherwise complicated situation is EX-
TRICATION.  I’m still a teacher, so see if you can apply the word EXTRICATION to all these stories—the bal-
loons, the mummy costume, and the zipper story! 

More next month! 

 



Please Join Us In Honoring Our Veterans 

All Veterans are invit-

ed to lunch at 

12:00noon in the gym 

cafeteria before the 

program. 










