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With all of the 60, 70, and 80-degree temperatures that we have been having, it doesn’t seem as though the 
holiday season is near…but it certainly is. I’d like to wish our Fargo and Gage community members happy holi-
days and I hope the new year will be special for your families. If you find yourself traveling over the holidays, 
please be safe and just as a reminder, school will resume on Monday, January 3, 2022. 

We have utilized the Event Center several times in the past few weeks. We had a wonderful Veterans ’ Assem-
bly that we greatly enjoyed. The Agriculture Booster Club had a fund raiser in the new cafeteria. We appreci-
ate all the hard work that they do for our young people. The Grand Masonic Lodge of Oklahoma presented the 
Cornerstone Ceremony for the Event Center. There were dignitaries in attendance and a good time was had by 
all. 

We are continuing to focus on learning loss from the pandemic by utilizing our Alpha Plus program. Teachers 
instruct students in Third Grade through Eighth Grade with this program to supplement learning. First and 
Second Grade also use the program, but not to the extent of Third Grade through Eighth Grade students. Ob-
jectives are taught and when finished a five-question formative quiz is given. Students that do not perform 
well on the quiz receive remediation in needed areas. Also, students are given summative tests that simulate 
the end of instruction tests three times during the year. The results are used to direct remediation where it is 
needed. It is crucial that students give their best effort on the formative quizzes and summative tests in or-
der for us to have a good understanding of how we can best help them and provide the proper remediation. 

We recently hired Saida Casas as an English Language Learner paraprofessional. She is bilingual and she is 
working with our ELL students. We currently have 19 ELL students in Fargo-Gage Public Schools. 

We are currently looking at an ACT program to help our students perform at the highest level possible. There 
will be more information to come on this topic. We want to give students the best opportunities possible to be-
come happy, healthy, and productive citizens in today’s society, regardless of what career path they choose. 

We look forward to seeing you at one of the many student activities coming up. Safe travels and enjoy the ex-
tra time with family over the holidays. 

Superintendent 

Mr.Jones 



BACKPACKS FOR KIDS FOOD PANTRY 
AND BACKPACK PROGRAM 

One in every four children in Oklahoma 

struggles with hunger. For this reason, Far-

go-Gage schools has partnered with the 

Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma to be 

able to provide food to our students who are 

chronically hungry. Chronically hungry chil-

dren have little or nothing to eat outside of 

school. 

Fargo-Gage will now have a School Pantry 

and the Kids Backpack Program. The Re-

gional Food Bank provides food and back-

packs at no cost to the school.  

The school pantry will provide supplemental 

food resources to chronically hungry middle 

and high school students who have little to 

no food at home. Students will be able to 

shop the pantry weekly for a variety of food 

and household items. 

The Kids Backpack Program is for elemen-

tary students. This program provides ele-

mentary students with a backpack full of nu-

tritious, kid friendly food to sustain them 

over weekends and holidays throughout the 

school year. 

The school will identify children who need 

food on the weekends, and send a back-

pack home with them each Friday. The 

identity of students who participate in both 

programs will be kept anonymous. 

For more information, please contact the 

school counselor, Shelley Cook, at 580-698

-2298, or shelley.cook@fargo.k12.ok.us. 

For excused absences—absent students must 

be called-in every day (the same day) they are 

absent—if not called-in, they must bring a note 

specifying why they were absent, date absent, 

and parent signature; if they go to the doctor, 

please be sure to get a note. 

Christmas is my favorite time of year.  Lights 
and music and gifts.  It’s a magical season and 
doesn’t last near long enough.  But the holidays 
don’t bring joy for everyone.  Some people are 
experiencing grief, loss, divorce, or sadness of 
some kind.  Some people are alone.  Some are 
reminded of what was and have to find a new 
normal.  If you are someone who is having a 
rough time this holiday season, remember to 
take extra good care of yourself.  Stay away 
from events or things that trigger negative feel-
ings.  It’s ok to not decorate if you don’t feel like 
doing it.  Get plenty of rest.  Drink water.  If you 
have the money buy yourself a gift that you’ve 
been wanting or needing.  If you are in need of 
food or warm clothing, visit your local food bank 
or clothes closet.  Woodward has the Hope 
Center where you can get food and there are 
several places that donate clothing for cheap 
like Not Necessarily New or Joseph’s 
Coat.  You can also reach out to your school 
counselor for more help if more help is needed 
and I will point you to the right resources.  Take 
care this Christmas.  And have a merry one.  
Shelley Cook 
School Counselor 



Mrs. Watson—Pre-K 

What made you want to become a teacher? I have always loved 

working and being around children. I almost became a nanny right 

out of high school. The thing that pushed me to go to college to 

become a teacher was when I had children of my own. I had a child 

that struggles with learning and it made me more determined to 

find a way to help her and other children like her feel accepted and 

successful in their education. 

What three words would describe you? Introverted, Observant, 

Kind. 

What is your favorite part about being a teacher? I love watching 

the students in knowledge and life! I love when they come back 

next year, or the next year, or YEARS down the road and want to 

share their life with me. Seeing them be successful and knowing 

that somehow I had a part in making them the people that they are 

and will become is an amazing feeling. 

Where did you attend college? NWOSU  2010 

What is your favorite holiday? I don’t celebrate traditional holi-

days, but I love any occasion that I get to spend with my family, es-

pecially those that live in other parts of the country. 

Mrs. Stuckey—Librarian 

What made you want to become a librarian? I always knew I would teach 

sometime on my life journey. I come from a family of teachers and I love 

sharing knowledge and seeing that light in a child's eyes when they finally 

understand a concept. 

What three words would describe you? Curious, Creative, Bookish 

What is your favorite part about being a librarian? I have always loved 

reaching out to that child who needs someone to highlight their special gifts 

and encourage them to follow their unique light and individual path. 

Where did you attend college? BA, Masters and Library Media SWOSU 

and Counseling at Northwestern 

What is your favorite holiday? Christmas is my birthday, so it has always 

been my favorite. 



Mr. Jones—Superintendent  

What made you want to become a superintendent? As a young 

student, I came from a family of very modest means. I was blessed 

with Mr. Black, my high school principal and Mr. Treadwell, who 

was my teacher and coach. They both did everything they could to 

pave the way for my future success through leading by example 

and challenging me to be my best. I wanted the opportunity to pro-

vide that support for my future students. 

What three words would describe you? Caring, Compassionate, 

Intuitive. 

What is your favorite part about being a superintendent? As a su-

perintendent, I greatly enjoy being able to work together with pa-

trons, students, and staff to provide needed upgrades to facilities 

for students. The support received in response to our Event Center 

was amazing and greatly appreciated. 

Where did you attend college? SWOSU 

What is your favorite holiday? Christmas, because it is a time of 

the year the families are able to spend time together to build and 

strengthen their relationships. 

Tana Navarro—Lunch Lady Squad 

What made you want to join the Lunch Lady Squad? My friend of 

45 years asked me to sub and I had so much fun! I love doing exact-

ly what my Grandma Hutson did as she served school children for 

Gage Public School. 

What three words would describe you? Bold, Vintage, Crazy!!! 

What is your favorite part about being part of the Lunch Lady 

Squad? My co-workers!!! I love the fact that we here at Fargo-Gage 

have a family atmosphere and I am able to serve each child and 

staff member a quality meal and smile each school day! 

Where did you attend college? SWOSU and Missouri Southern 

University. 

What is your favorite holiday? Christmas! 



Ellis Co. JH Tournament Runner Up ! 



Bedlam day in the high school! Whether a Cowboy or Sooner fan, we’re proud to be from Oklahoma!  

Huge THANK YOU  to 25 Mile Creek Wind Project 
for the generous donations of food items for our 

Community School Angel Tree kids. 



Here is 4th grade with their 

United States Salt maps. 

4TH Graders showing their art skills by drawing Presidents. 



Mailing 

letters to 

Santa! 

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and 

Happy Holiday Break, I believe I covered 

all of the greetings. I  hope everyone has a 

good break. I want to thank all the parents 

and students for the cooperation given to 

me this past semester and trust it will con-

tinue throughout the year.  

Our Community Christmas Caroling by the 

Elementary School hit a glitch, but we are 

not crossing it off our list. We will be doing 

a New Year Community celebration as we 

did last year. No date has been set yet, 

though hopefully soon after returning to 

school in January. 

Until 2022, Joy and Peace to All 

Elem. Secretary 

Miss Sanzee 

I would like to wish all of you a 

Very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.  I have had a 

very blessed 2021 being a Bear-

cat and can’t wait to see what 

2022 brings to everyone. Many 

Blessings to you all. 

God Bless, 

HS Secretary 

Miss Jessica 



At HPTC 





PreK Santa Letters 

 

Dear Santa, 
I have been nice all the time. For Christ-
mas I would like to have a camera, a 
Chromebook, and a baby doll.  
Thank you for bringing me presents. 
Love, 
Maleah Avalos 
 
 
Dear Santa,  
I have been nice this year.  For Christmas 
I would like to have a Spirit barn, an Elsa 
cup, and paint art stuff. 
Love, 
Lakelyn Binder  
 
 
Dear Santa, 
I have been nice this year.  For Christmas 
I would like to have a monster truck with a 
controller, squishy ball, and pop-its. 
Thanks for the toys. 
Love, 
Noah Flores 
 
 
Dear Santa,  
I have been nice but a little bit 
bad.  For Christmas I would like to have an 
LOL toy, ladybug fishing pole, and Sonic 
Girl shoes. 
Thanks for all the Christmas stuff. 
Love, 
Keylee Garcia 
 
 
Dear Santa, 
I have been nice and sometimes naughty. 
For Christmas I would like to have a red 
and black remote control car, a remote 
control monster truck, and a Pokémon play-
set. 
Thanks Santa for my new toys. 
Love,  
David Hamilton 

Pre-K Santa Letters 
 
 

Dear Santa, 
I have been nice sometimes. For Christmas I 
would like to have a dirt bike, Barney the 
Dinosaur blanket, and a black helmet. 
Thanks and I want to give you a 
present with a fake snowman. 
Love, 
Zayden Islam 
 
Dear Santa, 
I have been nice.  For Christmas I would like 
to have a kitty cat, a horse, and a cow. 
Thanks for my elf. 
Love, 
Zayleigh Marks 
 
Dear Santa, 
I have been nice.  For Christmas I would like 
to have a big LOL doll, a little baby LOL, and 
a mermaid tail I can wear. 
Thanks for getting me a lot of presents. 
Love, 
Ana Morales 
 
Dear Santa, 
I have been nice.  For Christmas I would like 
to have a video game, a camera, and a race-
car. 
Thank you for coming to visit. 
Love, 
Danilo Morente 
 
Dear Santa, 
I have been nice. For Christmas I would like 
to have an airplane, a truck, and a racetrack. 
Thanks for the presents. 
Love, 
River Morris 
 
 
Dear Santa, 
I have been nice this year.  For Christmas I 
would like to have a cowboy, a guitar, and a 
drum. 
Thank you for giving me pre-
sents. 
Love, 
Hayden Wadsworth 



Kindergarten Santa Letters 

 

Dear Santa, 

I have been good at home except I don’t like 
to do my work. I am a very good helper with 
my baby brother. Please will you bring my 
mom and sister something pretty? I just 
want a Nerf Gun, some video games, and a 
R.C. Car. We will leave you some cookies out. 
Thank you! 

Love, 

Dakota Pulver 

 

Dear Santa, 

My name is Nicole and I love you! I have 
been so good. I help my mom and give her 
hugs. I love my teachers and I mind real 
good I’m very nice to my sister. For Christ-
mas I would like a toy car. My mom will make 
you cookies. Thank you Santa! 

Love, 

Nicole Garcia 

 

Dear Santa, 

I hope you are happy. I have been a good 
girl. For Christmas can I please have a 
“Walking” As A Little Pet Shop, a regular ba-
by, and a walkie talkie. Thank you! 

Love, 

Blayke Schmittler 

 

Dear Santa, 

I want you to know I’ve been sort of naughty 
but nice at school. I like remote control 
cars. Love you Santa. 

Love, 

Aiden Anderson 

PreK Santa Letters 

 
Dear Santa, 
I have been nice. I’ve only been rude.  For 
Christmas I would like to have a Pokémon 
playset, a monster truck, and a car that’s 
green and yellow. 
Thank you for my toys. 
Love, 
Lukas Hamilton 
 
Dear Santa, 
I have been naughty and sometimes nice. 
For Christmas I would like to have a rain-
bow mermaid, LOL doll, and a Barbie. 
Thank you for all of those toys. 
Love, 
Ezra Schneider 
 

Kindergarten Santa Letters 

 

Dear Santa, 

Have you been feeling good? Thank you for 
loving people. I have been very good and 
just a little bad. For Christmas could you 
bring a Rainbow High Doll, a LOL Surprise 
Doll, and an Art Set please. Thank you! 

Love,  

Adriana Hamilton 

 

Dear Santa, 

I am a good boy. Please can I have a new 
car and a video game for me and my broth-
ers. Thank you! 

Love, 

Conor Hutson 

 

Dear Santa, 

Can I please have a Baby doll please. 

Thank you! 

PepperAnn Carter 



Kindergarten Santa Letters 

 

Dear Santa, 

I love you! Sometimes I was being gooder 
and not bad at all. I’m very good in class. 
For Christmas can I please have some cars? 

Thank you! 

Love, 

Eddy Zetino 

 

Dear Santa, 

How are you? How are Rudolph and Dancer? 
What kind of cookies are your favorite? If 
you leave me a note we can bake them next 
time or just go to Walmart they have good 
cookies. I have been so good. I help my 
mom and my Gigi and I love them a lot. For 
Christmas can you bring me a Polly Pocket, a 
LOL, and a Hatch-a-mole. Thank you! 

Love, 

Jessi Pipins 

 

Dear Santa, 

I have been a little bit good and bad. How 
are you doing? I hope you’re staying safe 
from the cold. For Christmas I would like to 
have a Pokémon with a Nintendo Switch and 
stuffy Bluey. Thank you and I hope you 
have a great day Santa I really love you! 

Love, 

Addison Bergeron 

Kindergarten Santa Letters 

 

Dear Santa, 

How are you doing? I hope you’re staying safe 
from the virus. I have been a little good and a 
little bad but I’m working on being good. For 
Christmas I would like to have a little play 
car, a scooter, and an electric scooter please. 
I love you Santa thank you for working so 
hard! 

Love, 

Cassius Sikes 

 

Dear Santa, 

How are you doing? How are your elves? I 
have been a little good and a little bad but I 
know you already knew that. For Christmas I 
would like to have a Toy Nerf Gun, Remote 
Control Dirt Bike and a Toy Car. Thank you 
Santa! 

Love, 

Zane Islam 

 

Dear Santa 

My name is Lilly, I would like a Barbie, my own 
Barbie Van, and some LOLs. I have been bad 
and good. Please stay healthy and tell the 
elves to take their medicine. Thank you Santa. 

Love you, 

Lilly Blair 

 

Dear Santa, 
I’ve been very good and you can ask my teach-
er I have been so good at school. For Christ-
mas I would like a Bluey House. Thank you! 

Love, 

Aurora Ruffing 

 



1st Grade Santa Letters 

 

Dear Santa,  

Hi!  How are you Santa?  I see Jack and 
Chucky.  I will leave cookies for you.  I want a 
million and 199 dollars and a little puppy, 
please.   

Merry Christmas, 

Crosslie Cooley 

 

Dear Santa, 

How are you doing today?  For Christmas, I 
want a Nerf gun.  I will leave cookies and milk.  
I love you Santa. 

Merry Christmas 

Henson Kendall 

 

Dear Santa, 

How are you doing?  Can I have a firetruck 
and a helicopter?  I will leave you cookies and 
milk.  Surprise me with toys! 

From, 

Jackson Finney 

 

Dear Santa, 

How are Santa?  What are you doing Santa?  I 
will leave you cookies and milk.  I want a fire-
truck. 

Alex Hernandez 

 

Dear Santa, 

How are you?  Santa you are a good man.  I 
will leave cookies for you.  I would like a snow 
globe.  I would like to have a wreath. 

Jansen Hamilton 

1st Grade Santa Letters 

 

Dear Santa, 

How are you?  I would like three pottery 
wheels, a toy dolphin that has little toys, 
and a giant stuffed animal.  I love Christ-
mas! 

Love, 

Claire Amparan 

 

Dear Santa, 

How are your reindeer doing?  I want a 
yoyo.  I will give you cookies and milk.  How 
are you doing?  How is Rudolph the Red 
Nosed Reindeer?  I want a toy snake. 

Merry Christmas, 

Mason Eike 

 

Dear Santa,  

How are you Santa?  Hello Santa!  Why 
was my elf eating candy?  Santa, for 
Christmas I want a drum, an Xbox 360, 
and a guitar.  This is what I want for 
Christmas.   

Merry Christmas, 

Hudson Wadsworth 

 

Dear Santa, 

How are your reindeer?  I would like a toy 
clock, a computer, a number key, and a 
puppy.  I will bring you cookies and carrots.  
I love you. 

Love, 

Nevaeh Drake 

 

 

 



1st Grade Santa Letters 

 

Dear Santa, 

Hi Santa! How is everything going in the 
North Pole?  I want a car and a bike.  I 
want a four-wheeler, too.  I will leave you 
some cookies, Santa. 

Love, 

Nevaeh Fargo  

 

Dear Santa, 

How do reindeer fly?  I would like a PS 5 
and a racecar.  I will you some cookies and 
milk. 

Love, 

James Harrington 

 

 

2nd Grade Santa Letters 

 

Dear Santa, 

You’re great! I would like a Nintendo 
Switch, a diary, a Pixie Flier, and Kenetic 
Sand. 

Love, Charlene Hamilton 

 

Dear Santa, 

I would like Lol’s. Mom wants pots and pans. 
Luna want a Paw Patrol tent. What I want 
for dad is the Christmas Cheer. How is Mrs. 
Clause? 

Love, Mila Chandler 

1st Grade Santa Letters 

 

Dear Santa, 

Hello Santa!  How are you doing?  I would like 
a hamster, a guinea pig, baby doll clothes, and 
Barbie doll clothes.  I will leave you cookies 
and milk.  Thank you Santa! 

Love, 

Paislee Milton 

 

Dear Santa, 

How are you Santa?  I hope everybody has a 
good Christmas. I want a bunny. I wish you a 
Happy Christmas, Santa! 

Love, 

Scarlett Flores 

 

Dear Santa, 

How are you doing?  I want a RC car that 
drives on the walls, a hover board, an IPod, 
and a computer. 

Merry Christmas, 

Kenny Pratt 

 

Dear Santa, 

Hi Santa!  How are you doing?  How is Mrs. 
Claus doing?  I want a nitro car.  I am so ex-
cited for Christmas! 

Love, 

Gavin Beyer 



2nd Grade Santa Letters 

 

Dear Santa, 

I want a pop it and a neato squishy and a 
fidget calendar too. I would like a new 
IPhone for my mom because she lost her 
phone. I want a Lol doll and twenty chick-
en nuggets. 

Love, Nayeli Zetino 

 

Dear Santa, 

How are you and your reindeer? I want a 
squish mellow and some Lol dolls. My mom 
wants pots and pans. My dad wants 
gloves. My sister wants air pods.  I want 
fidgets too. 

Love, Phoenix Latta 

 

Dear Santa, 

How is it going in the North Pole? I 
would like a Lego motel set and a pet 
mouse. Thank you Santa. 

Love, Jace Tapia 

 

Dear Santa, 

I have been good. I want horses. 

Love, Luciano Flores-Luna 

 

Dear Santa, 

How are you doing? Are you ready for 
Christmas? I hope all the reindeer are 
ready too. This year I would like to get 
stuff to make art and brushes. I also 
want clothes and earmuffs.  

Love, Emmy Blair 

2nd Grade Santa Letters 

 

Dear Santa, 

I want a hamster, helicopter, guitar, piano, 
and an IPhone. Thank you Santa Claus. 

Love, Lander Glisson 

 

Dear Santa, 

Are you ready for Christmas? I would like a 
tablet, a ball, a baby doll mermaid, a mat for 
yoga too! 

Love, Kiya Sikes 

 

Dear Santa,  

I love you! I would like 3 pop it balls, a giant 
pop it, a popper, a rainbow pop socket, Kenet-
ic sand, an octopus pop it, a dimple, slime. 
Give Mrs. Phillips a candle and a Hershey's 
bar, an infinity cube and a fidget calendar. 

Love, Charlie Turner 

 

 

Third Grade Santa Letters 

 

Dear Santa, 
 I want a necklace for Christmas and a tablet. 
Is this really Santa? I am 10 years old. My 
favorite reindeer is Comet. I have been Kind 
of good. I want a new phone that is big 
Sincerely,  
Shawn Wenderski 3rd grader 
 
Dear Santa.     
Hi Santa! I’m Aliyah Wadsworth. I'm 9 years 
old. Can you tell Snowbell I said hi? 
And I would like a new phone and a new pop-
pet. I love Christmas! 
Sincerely, 
Aliyah Wadsworth, 3rd grader 



We are going Digital with our Newsletter!! 

If you would still like a paper copy please 

call Jessica @ 580-698-2298. Our digital 

copy will be on our Webpage www.https://

www.fargo.k12.ok.us/ 

It is located under community then news-

letters. 

Third Grade Santa Letters 

 

Dear Santa, 
My name is Conway. I’m 9 years old and I’ve 
been very good this year. I would like to 
have a Toy Squishy Monkey and an iPhone. 
That’s about it.   
Conway Lewis, 3rd Grade 
  
Dear Santa, 
I’m 9 years old and I've been good!!! This 
year I want Minecraft on Nintendo and 
Pokémon cards and 3 celebration packs. 3 
for my brother and a new stuff animal for 
my sister.      
Thank you, 
Colton Geddes, 3rd Grade 
 
Dear Santa,    
     
  
My name is Raylynn and I want an Apple 
Watch for Christmas. I also want jewelry. 
And I want slime and a bunch of chocolate 
for my teacher and a bunch of Charlie 
Brown stuff. 
Thank you, 
Raylynn Kendall, 3rd Grade   
 
 
Dear Santa, 
I would like a PS5 for Christmas. And 
please get me a Nintendo game. And I want 
a red car. I want a Lego set. I’ve been good 
this year. 
Thank you  
Love, 
Jett Cook, 3rd Grade 
 
 
Dear Santa,  
My name is Jayna. I'm nine years old. My 
birthday is on February 15th. I wood like 
art splits for Christmas and a drawing book 
too. I wood like an elf, paint, chocolate and 
a phone for Christmas. 
Love. 
Jayna Wolfe, 3rd Grade 

Third Grade Santa Letters 

 
 
Dear Santa, 
I would like planet books please. Hi and 
thanks! 
Ethan Lucero, 3rd grader 
 
Dear Santa, 
Please please bring me a real piano, some 
Pokémon cards, and my sister. 
Nevan Swanson, 3rd grader 
 
Dear Santa,  
My name is Everlei I’m 8 years 
old. I would like a Nintendo, 
teal a watch with music, head-
phones, and a real dog. A fish 
tank for fish and a phone brand 
new IPhone 12 pro max. 
Thank you, 
Everlei Good, 3rd Grade 
 
DEAR SANTA,    
MY NAME IS JOHN BRYAN AND I BE-
LIVE IN YOU I AM 9 YEARS OLD PLEASE 
ALL I WANT IS MY PAPA BACK, A DIRT 
BIKE, A apple watch, Naruto rings, and a 
fish and that's all Merry X-mas SANTA!!    
THANK YOU! 
LOVE, 
JOHN BRYAN, 3rd grade 



Fargo-Gage School 

Event Center 

Dedication/Cornerstone Ceremony 

Presented by The Grand Masonic 
Lodge of Oklahoma 







Pre-K & Kindergarten 

Christmas Program 





Maleah Avalos, Eddy Zetino, Scarlett Flores, 

Lander Glisson, Conway Lewis, Anniel Perez, 

Brylee Chapman and CD Hutson 

Thank you to our proud sponsor 

Shattuck Sonic!!! 

Alain Diaz & Kennedy Phillips 



Fargo-Gage FFA, By Reporter Kale Currier  

This group of 8th, 9th and 10th graders attended the Made For Excellence Conference in Norman December 
11-12 and learned about topics such as leadership, motivation, goal setting and teamwork. They also got to 
meet Braden Heisler, our Northwest Area State FFA Vice-President.  

These conferences are presented by the Oklahoma FFA Association and sponsored by McDonald’s of Oklaho-
ma. The conference mission is to provide members the chance to develop and refine skills that will create a 
lifetime of leadership.  

The Made for Excellence conference is designed for eighth-, ninth- and 10th- grade FFA members to meet 
them where they are: thinking about the future, understanding themselves and considering choices ahead. 
With a thoughtful mix of activities, large and small group interaction, direct instruction and personal reflec-
tion, MFE is designed to be engaging and meaningful for FFA members.  

The members that attended the Made For Excellence conference were Jerickah Laverty, Kooper Coulson, Al-
lyson Navarro, Bexlei Good, Taelor Chriestenson and Kaydence Reasner.  

FFA is an integral part of the Agricultural Education division in the Oklahoma Department of Career and Tech-
nology Education system. With more than 27,500 members and 366 chapters, the Oklahoma FFA Association 
is the fifth-largest state FFA association. The FFA mission is to make a positive difference in the lives of stu-
dents by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agri-
cultural education. To learn more about the Oklahoma FFA, visit okffa.org.  

Pictures are (L to R): Jerickah Laverty, Kooper Coulson, Allyson Navarro, Braden Heisler, 
Bexlei Good, Taylor Chriestenson, Kaydence Reasner  



MERRY CHRISTMAS…. memories of a Christmas Past in the Old FHS Auditorium  
Last summer, many Bearcat fans had impromptu tours of the new Fargo-Gage Event. The tour guides 
heard stories, going back as far as the late 1920s, when the Fargo School building was brand new! 
During one of those tours, Beverly Marston shared that her mother, Francis Lahann, played basket-
ball on the brand new basketball court as a member of the Gage Tigers team. I shared that my 
mother-in-law, Golda Hamaker, played her violin in contests with and against Quincy Johnson, who 
later made his claim to fame as a well known farm implement dealer in Woodward. It was easy to 
imagine the thrill and pride the whole community felt with a totally new school facility, as we were 
bursting with pride in our new, badly needed auditorium! For me, having gone through many years 
with our amazing elementary Christmas Operettas, it was a dream come true! I had been assigned 
duties, ranging from stage hand, all the way to director, before Marita Reichenberger rescued all of 
us with her amazing musical talents and served as our music instructor for a number of years!. I 
have a personal knowledge of what went on stage back and front, left and right. I’ve been piano 
player, prompter, squeezed in on the stage by the south open door, freezing as the performers and 
members of the audience nearly passed out from the heat, an upchuck mopper-upper, curtain puller, 
north side, much warmer and more spacious, received an ovation for going on stage to rescue a kid 
who couldn’t reach a blue angel figurine hooked on a wire. The angel eventually came alive in the 
form of Kindergartner Trisha Smith, daughter of Don and Janice (File) Smith. Her costume was 
nearly identical to the Little Blue Angel, a beautiful creation made lovingly by her mother. 
Back in 1979, Sondra Moore, 4th grade teacher, had moved so I had the dubious honor of directing 
that year. (My only previous experience included ‘directing’ the Drummond All-School play as a high 
school senior after the director passed out as she came through the door!) Some of the really cute, 
tiny and talented 1st and 2nd grade girls had been chosen to perform The Popcorn Song, which in-
cluded singing and dancing. They were all dressed in the most beautiful little white eyelet dresses, 
complete with a ruffle around the bottom and puffy short sleeves, with a yellow sash around the 
waist and a yellow hat (butter for the popcorn)! Our mothers were the BEST at planning and sewing 
all the costumes to make our productions worthy of major production status! First grader Suzanne 
West had gone home and told her mom that Mrs. Melton, 2nd grade teacher, had insisted the girls 
wear their mother's half slips! Fast forward to THE most beautiful part of the whole play, other 
than the EVERY YEAR conclusion of our plays, the MANGER SCENE, complete with Mary, Joseph and 
BABY JESUS! As the girls performed their little song and dance routine, complete with graceful 
dance moves, Mama Sue's half slip started to SLIP down just a little, then SLIPPED until Suzanne 
could have tripped on it! Being a novice at my job, rather than signaling the curtain puller to tug on 
the rope to close the curtain while the SLIP situation was remedied, I just sat and laughed so hard I 
was crying right along with the audience! To add insult to injury, the curtain puller couldn't see the 
problem because the stage was crammed with little girls. (We had really large classes back then in 
lower elementary, 25 to 30-plus in each class!) SO, if it wasn't already hot enough in the sweltering 
heat in the auditorium, with relatives packed in like sardines, just imagine all the added heat from 
laughing so hard! No AC back then! The poor little beautiful girls were bewildered as to why the audi-
ence was laughing at their wonderful routine! My concern, after the conclusion of another really 
magnificent production, was that Suzanne's dad, Don, was a school board member! Thankfully, Dad-
dy Don and Mama Sue were still laughing! Thank the Lord for people with really understanding hearts 
and great senses of humor!  
Be ever so thankful this year that we live in this fabulous country where we still have the 
FREEDOM to CELEBRATE CHRIST-MAS! I truly am! 
 MERRY CHRISTMAS!  
 
--Judy Prewett 






