
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q. What is a school bond? 

 A. A bond election requires the voter to express support for or against the district selling 
school bonds. If the bond election is approved, the district sells the bonds at the time funds 
are needed and uses the bond proceeds to pay for special projects or expenses. The law 
restricts a district to ensure that bond revenues are spent toward the purposes outlined in the 
Bond Election. The bonds are paid back by using Interest & Sinking (I&S) property taxes. The 
district sets an I&S tax rate in order to pay off the bonds.  

 
 
Q. Why have we proposed a bond election? 
 
 A. Some of our facilities have deficiencies that cannot be addressed with our normal 

maintenance and operating budget primarily due to age, natural deterioration and changes in 
building codes and teaching practices over time. And, unfortunately, safety and security have 
become a significant concern in public facilities.  Our schools were not designed or built to 
deter, slow down or at least give our staff notice of people with harmful intentions.   

 
 
Q. What projects are included in the bond? 
 
 A. There are two propositions.  
 

Proposition A includes: 
• A Pre-K Addition to the existing Elementary School 
• A central administration office for the High School and Elementary School with a security 

vestibule 
• A Library and Band Hall at the Middle School 
• A central administration office at the Middle School with a security vestibule 
• Connectors at each campus to allow for all students and staff to be contained 

  
Proposition B includes a multi-purpose gymnasium that is also a FEMA shelter designed to 
serve as a storm shelter during a significant storm event for our students and community. 

 
 
Q. How long has the district been planning the bond? 
 

  A. The district has been considering facility improvements since early 2015. All board meetings 
are public and there have been several meetings concerning facilities since the beginning of 
2016. The Facility Committee has met periodically since March of 2017.  

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs) 



 

Q. How much would my taxes increase? 

 A. Combined, the propositions would cost $0.30. This means that if you own a home with an   
appraised value of $100,000 it would cost $18.75 per month.  

 

Q. How would this affect the tax cost on my land? 

 A.  Please see the Ag Land tax table below 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. What would the total tax rate be? 
 
 A. If the propositions pass, the total school tax rate would be $1.47 (1.17 M&O and .30 I&S) 

The school tax rate from 2003 to 2006 was $1.52. Texas legislation changed the school              
finance system in 2005 which caused our tax rate to be reduced. In 2007, our rate was $1.39    
and then in 2011 it was 1.17 and has remained that ever since.  

 
 

 
Q. When was the last bond election? 
 
 A. There are no records indicating there was a bond any time after 1990.  
  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Q. Can the district cut salaries to pay for this instead of doing a bond? 
 
A.  The district would need to sever at least 14 jobs in order to pay a loan if it used the M&O 

budget. This would cause a reduction in programs and curriculum for the students. The 
purpose of the bond is to address the facility issues and not decrease employment. 

 
 
Q. Can we have small increases in taxes without a bond and save money over a   

few years to do this in phases? 

A.  The current M&O rate is 1.17, which is the maximum the state will allow for M&O. The law     
requires that the district set the I&S rate to pay off debt (bonds). You can’t charge an I&S 
rate without having debt (selling bonds). It is against the law to charge the public a tax 
without having debt against it. And charging I&S taxes and saving the money is unlawful. 

 

Q. Will the $0.30 tax increase over the period of the payback?  

A.  No, not as long as our taxable values do not decrease significantly. Our historical data      
actually shows a slight increase in value over time. If values increase significantly, the tax 
rate could decrease over the payback. 

 

Q. Will the extra $0.30 ever go away?  Most taxes come and stay. 

A.  The $0.30 will go away when the bond is paid in full (no more than 30 years). It will be up to        
the district and community as to whether or not they would want to replace it.  

 

Q. How can I figure out how much my tax will increase? 

A. Use your TAXABLE home value, which is the value that has been issued by the County 
(value less $25,000 exemption), divide that by 100 and multiply that by .30 then divide that by 
12 to get your monthly tax impact. 

Example: Appraised Home Value: $150,000 Less $25,000 = $125,000 (TAXABLE VALUE)  

$125,000 / 100 = 1,250 * .30 = 375/12= $31.25 per month. 

 

Q. If I am 65 or older, will my taxes still go up? 

A. If you qualify your home for an age 65 or older or disabled person homestead exemption for 
school taxes, the school taxes on that home cannot increase as long as you own and live in that 
home. The tax ceiling is the amount you pay in the year that you qualified for the age 65 or older 
or disabled person exemption. The school taxes on your home may go below the ceiling but not 
above the amount of the ceiling.Please visit  https://comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-
tax/exemptions/age65older-disabled-faq.php for more information. If you make significant 

https://comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax/exemptions/age65older-disabled-faq.php
https://comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax/exemptions/age65older-disabled-faq.php


improvements to your homestead such as additional square footage, your ceiling may be 
subject to an increase, but that is unrelated to the bond. 

 

Q. How long will it take to pay the bond? 

A. No more than 30 years. 

 

Q. How did you get the costs for the bond? 

A. A school district cannot bid a project without having proved funding in place so it is crucial 
that the budget be established appropriately. In order to do that, we worked in conjunction with 
an architect and construction manager that specialize in school facilities to perform an extensive 
cost analysis of actual costs of recent similar projects in the north and northeast portion of the 
state to determine the budget. 

 

Q. What is the cost breakdown of the bond? 

Proposition A 

Pre-K Addition-          $4.7M 
a. Classrooms, activity center, TAS restrooms 
b. Connector to Cafeteria 
c. Parking 
d. Security vestibule 
e. Administrative office 
f. Furniture & Equipment 
g. Demo of existing Pre-K including asbestos abatement 

High School/Elementary School Campus Additions and Renovations-  $1.4M 

a. Security vestibule 
b. Administrative office addition and renovation 
c. Enclose pavilion 
d. Classroom renovation  
e. Connector from High School to Technology Preparation Building  
f. Demo Art Room and old Home-Economic building including 

asbestos abatement 

Middle School Campus Additions-       $3.9M 

a. New Band Hall (including furniture, fixtures and equipment) 
b. New Library (including furniture, fixtures and equipment) 
c. Connector to Cafeteria 
d. Security vestibule  
e. Building connector between the 7/8 Grade Building and 5/6 Grade Building 
f. Demo of existing band hall, library and other small building including asbestos 

abatement 

Proposition B 



 FEMA Multipurpose Gymnasium- the total cost of the project is approximately 
$5M. However, a grant provided by FEMA would apply toward the project, which is 
why the bond amount is $2.5M. If FEMA does not approve the grant, or funding is 
not provided, then $2.5M of bonds will not be sold and your taxes would not be 
impacted. 

Note:   The budgets for the items above include all costs and fees to remain in compliance with 
the requirements of state law concerning public facilities relating to bond issuance, 
building and energy code, architecture and design, engineering, third party inspections 
and commissioning. 

 

Q. Will all of the funds in the bond be used?  

A. Yes, all of the funds will be used for the purposes in the bond. 


