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THIS school year marks an in-
credible milestone—the 20th 

anniversary of Columbia Virtual 
Academy, the district’s accredited 
online “parent partnership” pro-
gram. The longevity and strength 
of the CVA program rests with the 
staff’s ongoing flexibility to em-
brace new technologies, curricula 
and tools, and manage multiple 
layers of state requirements. 

CVA staff diligently work to un-
derstand family needs and pro-
vide student-centered, high-qual-
ity education for those desiring to 
achieve their children’s education 
outside of traditional classrooms. 

CVA has grown and changed 
significantly in the past 20 years. 
The Valley School Board established 
the “Valley Home Program” in 2003 
under Washington administrative 
rules governing Alter-
native Learning Exper-
ience (ALE) programs. 

Interest in this 
parent partnership 
program grew quickly. 
The first enrollment 
count included 76 
students, double what 
the School Board 
had anticipated. 
Enrollment jumped 

exponentially beginning in 2005 
after the state legislature passed 
Senate Bill 5828, clarifying basic ed 
funding and delivery requirements 
for digital/online (continued on page 2)

Columbia Virtual Academy Marks 20 Years of Service to Families

State Recognizes VELC Program 
Quality with Highest Rating

VALLEY Early Learning Center Director Can-
dace Harris and her staff have done it! 

The Dept. of Children, Youth and Families Early 
Achievers program recently presented VELC with 
its highest Quality Improvement Rating–Level 5. 
VELC has been striving to leap from Level 4 to 
this highest level of achievement since 2019. Only 
a handful of centers throughout the state are op-
erating with a Level 5 rating. (continued on page 3)
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Columbia Virtual Academy teacher Ruthanna Frizzell interacts with students about a math unit from her office on campus.

v

Enjoy our 

Spring 
Concerts!
Valley K-5 Students:

April 25th

Paideia & Valley Middle 
School Students:
May 21st 

Anniversary Celebration and Open House set for May 13th; more info to come!
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Non-Discrimination Statement

Valley School District does not discriminate in its programs or activities on the basis of 
sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual 
orientation, gender expression, gender identity, the presence of any sensory, mental, 
or physical disability, or the use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person 
with a disability, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated 
youth groups. The following employees of the Valley School District at 3030 Huffman 
Rd., Valley, WA 99181 are designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged 
discrimination: Danielle Tupek, Title IX Liaison; Dr. Mandi Rehn, Section 504/ADA 
Coordinator and Compliance Coordinator for State Law (RCW 28A.640/28A.642). A 
complaint regarding alleged discrimination may be made by e-mail to: compliance@
valleysd.org, or by calling the district office at 509-937-2791.

VSD Board Meeting Notice
Upcoming VSD Board meetings are 
March 20th, April 17th, and May 15th

 at 6:00 p.m. in the District Office Broadcast Studio
(509) 937-2791

www.valleysd.org

News From Around Campus

IN December we 
rolled out our 

newly adopted 
five-year Strategic 
Plan, which can be 

viewed on the district website at 
www.valleysd.org. Periodically, I 
will be sharing information about 
our progress on these initiatives.

The first component of the 
Strategic Plan is “Culture of 
Belonging,” which centers around 
supporting every person who is 
touched by our district to feel like 
they belong, feel understood and 
able to meaningfully connect with 
their peers and staff. 

We will expand ways to build 
relationships: staff-to-staff, staff-
to-students, and between schools 
and families. PreK-12 staff will 

work together in book studies and 
professional development to learn 
strategies that advance a positive 
learning environment where 
students thrive. 

We’ve already begun practices 
in Valley School that decrease 
learning gaps for students and cre-
ate seamless transitions between 

grade levels through improved cur-
riculum and interventions.

We are finding opportunities 
to connect PreK-12 programs for 
combined activities, bringing ev-
eryone together. In February, we 

Message from the Superintendent
Strategic Planning – Dr. Mandi Rehn

CULTURE OF BELONGING: 
Developing whole-child environments 

where everyone feels affirmed, wecomed, 
and inspired to pursue excellence. 

CVA 20th Anniversary – continued from pg. 1

learning programs, essentially allowing enrollment 
from anywhere in the state. In 2006, the Valley Home 
Program was renamed Columbia Virtual Academy, 
promoting Family Choice Education under the values 
of personalization, flexibility, choice and control.  

Under the leadership and vision of Superintendent 
Dr. Mark Selle, Director Lori Larson and the Valley 
School Board, the district developed a unique busi-
ness model to allow VSD to partner with districts from 
around the state and provide a CVA program tailored 
to meet their local needs. As CVA was promoted state-
wide, enrollment continued to grow. By 2009, Valley’s 
CVA-Central staff, and the VSD business office staff, 
provided operational services to 12 CVA Partner Dis-

tricts, allowing partners to focus on the delivery of 
educational services to their CVA students. 

The CVA distance learning model was refined and 
operations shifted to streamline delivery of various 
services, including special education. At its highest 
enrollment peak in 2012, the CVA consortium served 
close to 4000 students throughout Washington.  

The CVA program shifted again when state law 
and administrative rules governing ALE were majorly 
revised in 2011, affecting enrollment numbers and 
funding. But the VSD School Board and administrators 
persisted to manage construction of a CVA school 
building, develop online data management systems, 
gain state approval and accreditation, and shape CVA 
into the successful distance learning program it is 
today. v Read the full article on the district website at www.
valleysd.org under About/Board of Directors.

held a Family Night Out event 
featuring an inspiring presen-

tation by national American Ninja 
Warrior competitor Sandy Zimmer-
man along with other educational 
presentations benefitting our stu-
dents and families. 

Over the next five years you 
will see schools diving further 
into new curriculum and data 

supported decisions, 
incorporating student 
voice, being more 
trauma educated, 
enhancing student 
support through 

counseling services, and working 
to increase positive behavior in all 
our buildings. 

Let’s stay connected as we en-
rich our culture of belonging! v
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Highest Quality Rating – continued from pg. 1

This state recognition of quality standards is the 
culmination of a shared vision amongst staff, reflect-
ing their hard work of investing in meaningful profes-
sional development, searching out grant opportunities 
for college courses, quality learning materials, and 
curriculum to help them establish and demonstrate 
best practices. 

Proving VELC quality standards 
involved a lengthly process 
with demonstration videos and 
documentation of teaching, child 
outcomes, and program compliance. 
Candace shared, “Our vision is to 
continue to grow and learn to sustain 
this high quality learning program 
to provide a solid foundation for our 
area’s youngest citizens. It is a joy to 
serve our community.” v

SINCE the distinctive PHS archery 
program began in 2014, Paideia 

archers have continued to put their 
skills and nerves to the test by com-
peting in local tournaments. 

Six students participated in a 
Spokane tournament  in February in 
preparation for the state competition 
in March at the Benton County Fair-
grounds in Kennewick. Tournaments 
are presented by the National Archery 
in Schools Program (NASP) and the 
Washington State Archery Associa-
tion (WSAA). 

The state competition features a 
bullseye event and a 3-D Challenge 
where students aim at life-size animal 
targets, each with multiple chances 
to advance. 

Teams and male/female individu-
als rising to the top receive awards and 

scholarships pro-
vided by WSAA and 
the NASP Founda-
tion. Currently there 
are 240 schools ac-
tive in archery from 
across the state, 
with 720 archers 
registered to com-
pete at the state 
tournament.  v

Archers Aiming High

LOVE songs and handmade Valen-
tines lifted the spirits of residents 

in Buena Vista Retirement Home on 
February 13th in Colville, courtesy of 
Valley School. 

The middle school choir, along 
with select 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade 
students, serenaded the ladies and 
gents with memorable favorites 

chosen by music instructor Ericka 
Simpson. My Girl, and Can’t Help 
Falling in Love with You, followed by 
a group sing-along of You Are My 
Sunshine brought up big smiles, and 
some tears. VSD staff member Jared 
Simpson rehearsed with students 
leading up to the event and accom-
panied the singers on his guitar. 

News From Around Campus

Have you ever snuggled a polar bear? 

WHILE learning about seasons and who lives in the 
snow, Valley Early Learning toddlers got to befriend 

the artic animal, pat its huge head, and stroke its long 
white fur. Oh—all while the polar bear was “sleeping,” 
of course! This unique encounter was 
provided as a courtesy of a student’s 
parent with access to the confiscated 
polar bear rug. 

During the visit, Teacher Ashleigh 
Larson and assistant Tammy Church 
presented the animated story, Polar 
Bear, Polar Bear, What Do You Hear? by 
beloved author Bill Martin Jr. and illus-
trator Eric Carle. Seeing and touching 
a real polar bear helped students con-
nect the bear in the story book with 
this memorable, real-life experience. v

After the performance, students 
delivered over 100 beautifully deco-
rated Valentine cards for the 75 res-
idents, staff, and visitors, all made 
by kindergarten-5th grade students 
and the art classes. Paraeducator Kim 
Goot joined the heartfelt event. She 

and Ericka shared 
that everyone truly 
enjoyed their time 
together and Buena 
Vista residents ex-
pressed that they 
look forward to 
another visit and 
sing-along with stu-
dents. v

Sweet Valentine
Melodies!
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The Valley School Drama Club
~ Presents ~

March 14–15th

6:00 p.m. | $5 Admission
Multi-Purpose Room

VALLEY School relaunched the 
WATCH D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great 

Students) program during the Fam-
ily Night Out event on February 15th. 
First presented in the 
fall of 2019, the pro-
gram was cut short 
when the pandemic 
hit the following 
spring. 

WATCH D.O.G.S. 
are dads, granddads, 
step-dads, uncles, 
guardians and other 
father-figures that spend a day at 
school positively engaging with stu-
dents by helping out in class, and 
monitoring hallways, playgrounds, 
and lunchroom activities. 

During the Family Night pre-
sentation, Principal Assistant Kenny 
Rindlisbacher led kids and D.O.G.S. 
in a lively opening game, then went 

on to explain the ac-
tivities volunteers 
would be involved 
in. He shared the 
value and huge im-
pact of having pos-
itive male role mod-
els at school, aimed 
at enhancing school 
security and, by sim-

ply being at school, demonstrating 
to kids that education is important. 
Fourteen D.O.G.S. volunteered and 
will be roaming the hallways in the 
coming weeks! 

The WATCH D.O.G.S. program is 
built on the foundation of keeping 
our children safe. Volunteers must 
complete an application packet and 
receive WSP background screening 
clearance, a process required for all 
school volunteers. 

There’s plenty of room in the 
D.O.G.S. pack! Check out this nation-
ally recognized program at https://
dadsofgreatstudents.com/about/, 
then contact the school at (509) 937-
2413 if you are interested in volun-
teering. v

The D.O.G.S. are BACK in the house!

COLUMBIA Virtual Academy 
teachers find creative ways to 

engage in the online environment to 
support meaningful connections be-
tween students and families. Devel-
oping relationships with others out-
side a local geographic area opens 
one to new ideas and opportunities 
for growth. 

Ms. Rebecca Dulaney’s students 
in grades 3-8 discovered a shared 
passion for building with LEGOs. Stu-
dents met up online to discuss their 
expertise and creative applications. 
Everyone reviewed LEGO resources 
and showed what they are building.

Another online class event centered on health and fitness featuring a 
family yoga session on ZOOM, led by Susan Reid (Ms. Dulaney’s sister), 
all the way from South Carolina. Susan, a certified yoga instructor, taught 
centering energy claps and yoga poses like cat/cow, sphinx, and cobra. The 
session ended with a couple meditations including, “Today I want to be” and 
“Today I am.” Students learned the meaning of “Sat Nam” to challenge each 

to “Be true to ourselves/Be yourself.” 
Everyone loved the opportunity to 
experience yoga. One parent shared, 
“We wish we could start every school 
day with yoga class!” v

Creative Connections

Notable Dates & Events
Conferences – March 28-29

Spring Break – April 1-5
PHS Sr. Projects – May 14

Kindergarten Orientation – May 15
PHS Graduation – June 6

Eighth Grade Transition – June 10
VS Picnic & Field Day – June 12

https://dadsofgreatstudents.com/about/
https://dadsofgreatstudents.com/about/

