
ORDINANCE NO. _2010-2__ 

ANIMALS 

ARTICLE 1. IN GENERAL 

Sec. 1-1.  Definitions: 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in the Ordinance, shall have the meanings ascribed 

to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning. 

Animal Control Officer: means a person duly appointed to enforce the animal control ordinances. 

Animal Nuisance: means any animal that is a nuisance when by loud, frequent or habitual barking, 

howling, yelping or other noise or action disturbs any person or neighborhood within the town limits. 

Any animal which scratches or digs into any flower bed, garden, tilled soil or shrubbery, and in doing so 

injures the same, or which habitually prowls around or over any premises or which overturns any 

garbage can or vessel for waste products, or scatters the contents of same, or any animal which chases 

or kills any fowl or animal owned by another is also declared a nuisance. A female dog in season is a 

nuisance.  Any dog or other animal trained for enforcement purposes and used by the police 

department or other legitimate law enforcement agencies shall not be considered a nuisance.  

At Large: means any dog on or off the property of its owner and not under restraint, with the exception 

of any dog or other animal trained for enforcement purposes and used by the police or other legitimate 

law enforcement agency. 

Restraint: means a dog is under restraint if: 

(1) It is controlled by a leash hand held by a competent person over ten (10) years of age; or if it is 

an animal specifically trained for enforcement purposes, used by the police department or other 

legitimate law enforcement  agencies  is under the verbal control of its trainer, handler, or 

police officer.  A leash, chain or harness shall not be required in this instance. 

(2) It is within the confines of a motor-vehicle. 

(3) It is leashed, chained or in a box-type container when being transported in a pickup truck. 

(4) It is on the property of its owner and is restrained by a leash or chain of such length to prohibit 

the animal access to other private or public property.  

(5) It is on property of the owner and is confined to the premises through the use of fencing or wall 

sufficient to prohibit access of the dog to other property. 

(6) It is considered to be a vicious or dangerous dog and is restrained in an enclosure which has 

sides and top and is constructed in a way which will not allow digging out. 



Owner: means any person, firm, or corporation owning, harboring, or keeping a dog. The occupant of 

any premises on which a domesticated or tamed animal remains, or to which it customarily returns,  

for a period of ten (10) days or more, is deemed to be harboring or keeping the animal. 

 
Vicious or Dangerous Dog: means that any dog when unprovoked, inflicts bites on a human or domestic  
animal either on public or private property; or chases or approaches a person on the streets, sidewalks 

or any public grounds in a menacing fashion or apparent attitude of attack, or any dog with a know  

propensity, tendency or disposition to attack unprovoked, to cause injury, or to cause to others or  

threaten the safety of humans or domestic animals; provided, however, that the attacks do not occur in  

the enclosure in which the dog is kept. 

 

ARTICLE 2.  DOGS IN GENERAL 

 

Sec. 1-2.  Dogs not to be at large. 

 No owner shall permit any dog owned, harbored or kept by him, to be at large within the Town; 

and it unlawful for any dog except as hereinafter provided, to be at large at any time within the Town. 

 

Sec. 1-3  Turning dogs at large unlawful. 

 It is unlawful for any person to open any enclosure in which any dog is confined as required 

by Ordinance so as to turn such dog at large, or in any manner to turn such dog at large.  

 

Sec. 1-4.  Pasturing public areas, etc., unlawful. 

 It is unlawful for any person to stake or confine any dog on any public school ground or other 

public property, federal, state, city, or on any other property, without the consent of the person owning 

or controlling such property. 

 

Sec. 1-5.  Dogs which disturb prohibited. 

 It is unlawful for any person to keep or harbor within the town any dog which, by barking, 

howling or otherwise, disturbs the peace and quiet of any person or persons. 

 

Sec. 1-6.  Rabid dogs 

 Any dog suspected of being rabid or of having been bitten by a rabid animal may be confined by 

order of the health office or Animal Control Officer and in the manner and for the time ordered by him, 

to determine whether the animal is rabid. If a person has been bitten or if there is good reason to 

believe that a person has been otherwise infected by such dog, the health officer or Animal Control  

Officer may have the animal put to death in a humane manner and have it examined by medical 

authority to determine whether it has rabies. 

 

ARTICLE 3. DOGS; REGISTRATION; TAG; ETC 

 

Sec. 1-7.  Registration. 



(a) The owner of the dog shall register the dog by giving town hall, the name and address of 

the owner, the name, breed, color, and sex of the dog and such other reasonable 

information as town hall may request.  

(b) Town hall thereupon shall deliver an original receipt to the taxpayer and also an  

 appropriate tag for the dog. Such tag shall constitute a license for the dog. 

(c) A Registration fee of Five dollars ($5.00) per dog for every dog over six (6) 

 months of age, kept or harbored within the town limit. 

 

Sec. 1-8.  Tag to be placed on dog collar; lost tags. 

 (a) The owner shall cause the tag received by the town hall to be affixed to the collar 

  or harness of the dog so that the tag can easily be seen by the Animal Control Officer; 

  and the owner shall see that the tag is so worn by the dog at all times. 

 

(b) In case the tag is lost, the owner may secure another for the dog by applying to Town 

Hall, presenting the original receipt and paying to the town a replacement fee of 

($0.50). 

 

Sec. 1-9.  Tags: Counterfeiting; placing on other dogs. 

  No person shall counterfeit, or attempt to counterfeit, any tag issued for a dog as  

provided in this chapter, or take from any dog a tag legally placed upon it or place such tag upon a dog 

for which the tag was not specifically issued. 

 

ARTICLE 4. IMPOUNDING 

 

Sec. 1-10.  Dogs to be impounded. 

 The Animal Control Officer or such other officer or employee of the town as the mayor may 

authorize, shall take into custody and impound any dog running at large in violation of any provision 

of the Ordinances of the town; may enter upon the premises of the owner for other private premises 

to take such animal into custody; and if with reasonable effort the dog illegally at large cannot be  

caught, may kill it, either on or off private premises. 

 

Sec. 1-11. Breaking pound, etc. 

 No unauthorized person shall take or let out any dog therefrom or take or attempt to take  

from the Animal Control Officer or employee of the town any animal taken into custody as provided 

by ordinance, or in any manner interfere with or hinder such officer or employee in the discharge of  

duties relating to taking custody and impounding of dogs as provided in this chapter.  

 

ARTICLE 5. CRUELTY TO DOGS 

 

Sec. 1-12. Cruelty to dogs. 

 It is unlawful for any person willfully and maliciously to pour on, or apply to, an animal any 

drug or other thing which inflicts pain on the dog or knowingly to treat a dog in a cruel or inhumane 



manner; or knowingly to neglect an animal belonging to him/her or in his/her custody in a cruel or 

inhumane manner. 

 

Sec. 1-13.  Poisoning animals. 

  It is unlawful for a person willfully to poison any dog or other animal except a noxious, 

nondomesticated animal; or knowingly to expose poison so that the same may be taken by such 

an animal. 

 

Sec. 1-14.  Encouraging animals to fight, etc. 

 It is unlawful for any person to instigate or encourage a fight between dogs; or to  

encourage one dog to attack, pursue or annoy another dog except a noxious, nondomesticated 

animal; or to keep a house, pit or other place used for fights between animals. 

 

Sec. 1-15.  Dog may be destroyed. 

 Any person may kill a dog in the defense of that person’s property, if said dog is a destructive 

dog and is in the process of destroying person or real property, or if one is in the act of causing the  

property owned to lose value, either real or personal, and said dog being on the premises of the owner 

of said property, or said dog being within the city on public streets, or rights-of-way, and has been  

destroying or carrying away personal property. 

 

ARTICLE 6. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

  

Sec. 1-16.  Enforcement. 

 The animal control officer shall have full authority to carry out the provisions of this chapter 

including gathering up and impounding or quarantining any dogs found running at large (stray) within 

the town limits. In addition to the authority provided by the general law, and in enforcing this chapter,  

Officers may pursue animals onto town-owned or vacant or privately owned property. 

 

Sec. 1-17.  Authority to contract animal control services. 

 The Board of Trustees shall be authorized to contract all services related to animal control, 

including, but not limited to, administration, enforcement, licensing, impoundment, records keeping, 

redemption, adoption and disposition of animals with any entity, agency or animal shelter it deems 

suitable upon such terms and provisions as it may consider appropriate. 

 

ARTICLE 7. PENALTY 

 

Sec. 1-18. Penalty. 

 Any person, firm, or corporation who violates any provisions of this ordinance, or who  

violates or refuses or neglects to carry out, any reasonable order made by the animal control 

officer pursuant to this ordinance, shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined in a sum not to exceed 

thirty-five dollars ($35.00) including costs. Every day’s violation of any provision of this ordinance 

or of such order of the animal control officer shall constitute a separate offense. 



 

   

 

This ordinance shall become effective _____ days following the date of its publication. 

 

 

PASSED by the Board of Trustees of the Town of Pittsburg, Oklahoma this ___ day of ___________, 

2010. 

 

 

                                                                                       BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF PITTSBURG, OKLAHOMA 

                                

                                                                                       BY:_______________________________________ 

                                                                                            Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

____________________________ 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


