
WHEN TIME IS TIGHT 
 If  you’re like most parents, 

your days range from busy to 

hectic. 

 Set a quick goal.  Did your 

child miss three questions on 

last week’s spelling test?  See 

if he can miss two or less this 

week. 

 Don’t interfere with natural 

consequences .  If your child 

consistently forgets home-

work, don’t keep bailing him 

out. 

 Suggest that your child read 

a biography of someone suc-

cessful.  When he’s finished, 

ask what was learned 
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try, “I was sure busy at 

work, but I made progress  

on the job.” If you show a 

positive attitude about 

work, your youngsters may 

feel better about their own.  

With Christmas upon us 

and second semester of 

school a couple of weeks 

away, it will be hard to get 

children refocused on learning.  

As a parent, what can you do 

to make school a top priority 

for your kids? 

Make attendance job #1. 

Let your youngsters know 

that unless they’re  sick, 

they must go to school.  Try 

to schedule routine dentist 

and doctor appointments 

after school hours.  If possi-

ble, take family vacations 

during school breaks. 

Show you care. 

Want your children to know 

that you’re interested  in 

their learning?  Talk 

about their school 

activities and projects.  

Attend as many 

school events as you 

can.  If homework 

and after school ac-

tivities conflict, re-

mind your child that 

homework comes first 

and then the other 

activities. 

Keep it upbeat. 

Try to set a positive 

example for your chil-

dren, even when your own 

day has been difficult.  In-

stead of saying, “I’ve been 

given to much to do at work 

and can’t get it finished,” 

KIDS NEED QUALITY AND QUANTITY TIME 

There has been a lot of 

talk about “quality” 

time with children.  

It’s true that time with 

kids should be mean-

ingful.  But “quantity” 

is important, too.  Chil-

dren need plenty of at-

tention from parents, 

including during one-

on-one activities.  Keep 

track of “family time” 

for a week.  Does it 

seem like enough?  If 

not, rework your 

schedule to make im-

provements to quality 

family time. 
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Merry Christmas  

and  

Happy New Year 

MAKING SCHOOL A PRIORITY 

START 2014 WITH 

NEW GOALS 

Now is the time to talk with 

your child about their AR 

(Accelerated Reading) goals. 

Did they reach them the first 

semester?  If not, are they 

bringing home a library book 

every night?  Do they spend at 

least 15 to 30 minutes reading 

at home every night?  What  

specific steps can you take to 

help them? 


