
Critical Thinking

Building Thinking Classrooms
Building Thinking Classrooms is a rapidly-growing educational approach that
aims to help students cultivate critical thinking, problem-solving skills, and
active engagement. The goal is to get more of your students thinking, and
thinking for longer periods of time, within the context of curriculum, which 
leads to longer and deeper learning.

Why Should I Read the Book? Even though the title is Building Thinking
Classrooms in Mathematics, it can be used in any content.  BTC exudes
enthusiasm for students, how they think, and how those thoughts coalesce into
powerful thinking classrooms. It's also deeply practical, describing how
everything from the teacher's questions to the arrangement of the furniture 
can add to your students' learning.

If you missed out on our professional development, it is not too late to join in
with the learning. Our hope is to give you time over the summer to collaborate
with teachers in OUR DISTRICT. We have created a BTC Resource document
that anyone can add links to as they plan for and implement BTC next year. 
Feel free to check out the already added resources, and keep the movement
going!
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Congratulations on another year!

Building Thinking Classrooms Resource Collaboration

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1__gTwYgigk3mNPdoZtnWhLr3IelR1VXLSkXDyLJbbgQ/edit?usp=sharing


Video here
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Digital Clean Up: Google Drive!

Digital Clean Up: Canva!

Digital Clean Up: Canvas!

Tip 1: Use a naming system
Tip 2: Create a “trash can” (that goes w/ naming system)
Tip 3: Regularly clean up your drive - don’t keep the
clutter hanging out - put that junk in a drawer! :-)

Pro Tips: 
Use Workspaces to access sets of files quickly (here’s how)
Hide Shared Drives you don’t need to see (here’s how)
Fun tip: Get organized with Google Keep - check it out!

Tip 1: Create Folders in your “Projects” Section
Tip 2: “Star” Projects you need quick access to

Pro Tip:
Bookmark your “Projects”, “Starred ” or “Folders” page so that
when you open Canva, you don’t always feel so overwhelmed by
all the designs that pop up

(The video is made by a Social Media Advertiser,
but we recommend the same steps!!)

Tip #1: Quizzes - Publish any new Quizzes you created and want to keep to the Commons for
safekeeping. Take a screenshot of the final item in the Commons. Here’s a helpful video by
Instructure / Canvas about Commons <<< 

Tip #2: Sandboxing Clean Up Method >>>
     Watch this video by the Canvas Queen--
      she always has fabulous Canvas tips!

Tip #3: Bookmark this year’s course URLs
     You may need quick access to them when
     preparing content for the fall, so those
     bookmarks will come in handy.

View on Loom

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89E0MbfUnaI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4aF1kz0bX98
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.keep&hl=en_US&gl=US&pli=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zkJm-Il8_Xw
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Video-Guide/Commons-Overview/ta-p/383846
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Video-Guide/Commons-Overview/ta-p/383846
https://www.loom.com/share/0d6ba8c205db4a2ca472be12a6275f07?sid=e1f87dc6-aa9d-47fc-ab22-e4fc444bc5d0


jill-short.youcanbook.me/

msears.youcanbook.me/

Carrie Mayes 

Mary Sears 
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carriemayes.youcanbook.me/

tdoman.youcanbook.me/

cmayes@wcr7.org 

jshort@wcr7.org

msears@wcr7.org

tdoman@wcr7.org

Jill Short 

Terri Doman 

Whitney Baker wbaker@wcr7.org wbaker.youcanbook.me/

contact a coach

Coaches challenge
Please fill out this survey to help us with

feedback on our Coaches Corner Newsletter.

have the best summer!

Congratulations to all of our
retirees! Thank you for your

years of service in education!
You will be missed!

Check out this Teacher’s

Summer Reading List!

https://jill-short.youcanbook.me/
https://msears.youcanbook.me/
https://carriemayes.youcanbook.me/
https://tdoman.youcanbook.me/
https://wbaker.youcanbook.me/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfF3mozt2x6t8fhq2H1MvBIwRvX_4Ffv_2YGiYXY8g1Ch-owQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.teachingchannel.com/k12-hub/blog/best-books-for-teachers-to-add-to-your-summer-reading-list/
https://www.teachingchannel.com/k12-hub/blog/best-books-for-teachers-to-add-to-your-summer-reading-list/

