
 

 

   

        

                 

              

    

 

              

                 

      

 

                

            

 

 

            

              

     

 

 

                 

             

           

            

     

 

    

                 

             

         

              

                   

              

         

       

             

         

        

          

             

          

          

     

           

           

            

        

           

        

         

           

        

            

          

              

          

 

 

               

  

Facts about school bus transportation 

Safety and Conduct Policy 

The Elkins School District shall provide the best transportation program possible for the greatest number of students 

and maintains that this transportation should be regarded a privilege and not a right. Only those students residing in the 

district or those who have transferred into the district or school choice and a bus that goes through or by their bus stop 

are eligible for bus transportation. 

All students will be assigned a seat on the bus in which to sit beginning with Primary students in the first rows, 

followed by Elementary, Middle School and High School in that order. The first row of the bus may be used to assign 

seats to students requiring close supervision from school. 

The driver of a school bus is charged with the responsibility of maintaining order on the bus and also has the authority 

to temporarily suspend a student from riding the bus in case of misconduct. 

Students that need to ride a bus other than his/her regular bus must have a written note signed by his/her guardian and 

appropriate school official before he/she will be allowed to ride a different bus. Students will not be let off at any place 

other than their regular stop without a note. 

All students will be expected to follow all transportation rules and guidelines while riding. Any infraction of the rules 

or guidelines will be reported to the appropriate building principal. Then parents will be notified when their child 

misbehaves by a “Bus Conduct Form”. A student who becomes a serious discipline problem on the bus will have 

his/her privileges suspended. In such cases, the parent of the students involved shall become responsible for seeing that 

their children get to and from school. 

General Rules for Riding the School Bus
 
Be at your bus stop five minutes prior to your estimated pickup time & stand a safe distance from the road.
 
The school bus is an extension of the classroom and all classroom rules of conduct apply.
 
Do not play on the roadways while waiting for the bus.
 
Wait until the bus stops and the driver signals it is safe to approach or cross in front of the bus.
 
Always cross the road in front of the bus where the driver can see you. Never cross the road behind the bus.
 
Wait until the bus leaves the area before you cross the road to check the mail.
 
If you miss the bus, do not hitchhike to school.
 
Enter and leave the bus quickly and orderly.
 
No weapons such as knives, guns, razor blades or any type of ammunitions will be allowed on the bus.
 
No drugs, alcohol, or tobacco products will be allowed on the bus.
 
No matches, lighters, or other flammable materials will be allowed on the bus.
 
Students may not bring on the bus: balloons, glass, live/dead animals, water guns, rubber bands, or any
 
homemade shooting devices, or any object too large to hold in their lap or put under the seat.
 
Skate boards and laser lights will not be allowed on the bus and will be confiscated.
 
Cell phones, pagers, iPods or any other electronic devices will not be allowed on the bus.
 
While riding the bus:
 

1.	 All students are to follow the directions of the bus driver at all times. 

2.	 Respect your diver. Act 814 of 1997 makes it unlawful for any person or persons to threaten, 

curse, or use abusive language to a school bus driver in the presence of students in this state. 

3.	 Respect the rights of other riders – No bullying or sexual harassment will be allowed. 

4.	 Find your assigned seat and remain seated and facing forward at all times. 

5.	 Keep bus aisle and rear door clear of books, bags, feet, legs, etc. at all times. 

6.	 Speak softly, no loud or distracting noises are allowed. 

7.	 NO food drinks, candy, gum or suckers will be out or consumed on the bus. 

8.	 Do not hang hands, arms, or head out the windows or doors at any time. 

9.	 Do not throw objects or spit on other students in the bus or out the windows of the bus. 

10.	 Do not tamper with emergency windows, doors, and other safety equipment on the bus. 

11.	 No vandalism to school or personal property is allowed. Act 36 of 1987 makes the parents of a 

minor child responsible for reimbursing the school for any damages caused by the minor child up to 

$5000.00 

Disciplinary Procedure – Discipline problems on the bus will be reported to and handled by the Principals of the 

appropriate buildings. 



 

             

      

            

               

          

               

 

              

               

 

  

           

                

          

 

  

              

             

        

            

                

 

    

                 

            

   

           

       

                

       

         

     

     

        

 

  

               

       

    

      

         

     

            

               

    

             

        

     

 

   

             

        

   

         

          

             

      

        

       

     

         

First Offense…. Warning Building principal will meet with the student & notify parents of the problem by phone 

and/or in writing, 

Second Offense...3-5 days Student will be denied transportation privileges from three to five days and will meet 

with the building principal. Parents will be notified by phone or in person. 

Third Offense….. Student will be denied transportation privileges for the remainder of the school semester 

and will meet with the building principal. Parents will be notified by phone or in person. 

*For offenses determined severe in nature, the district has the right to surpass the first and second disciplinary 

procedure and immediately deny a student bus privileges due to the severity of the act. 

The School Bus 

The school bus is a valuable and expensive item of equipment and proper attitudes must be developed for its use and 

care. These buses were paid for by your parents and other taxpayers. All of these people work very hard to pay for this 

equipment so it must receive proper treatment and care. Do not cut seats or write on the bus. 

The School Bus Driver 

There must be an attitude of respect and cooperation on the part of each student toward the bus driver. 

1.	 The driver of the school bus is responsible for the safety of all students riding on the bus. 

2.	 The driver has the same responsibility as a teacher in controlling discipline. 

3.	 The first duty of the passengers is to obey the drivers directions promptly and cheerfully. 

4.	 The driver must concentrate on driving the bus and any distraction may cause him to have an accident. 

Walking to the Bus Stop 

Impress on students the correct procedure in establishing a safe route to the bus stop. Develop proper attitudes and
 
understanding of the right-of-way of motorists. Point out how unsafe acts can lead to accidents.
 
Points to emphasizes to students:
 

1.	 Leave home on time-hurrying to the bus can cause accidents. 

2.	 Wear bright clothing if there is snow rain, or fog. 

3.	 Walk on the sidewalk whenever one is available, otherwise, walk on the left edge o the road facing traffic. 

4.	 Watch for turning cars and cars backing out of driveways. 

5.	 Never cross the road at curves – motorists cannot see you. 

6.	 Cross at corners after checking both ways for vehicles. 

7.	 Obey all traffic lights and signs. 

8.	 Walk in single file or not more than two abreast. 

At the Bus Stop 

Teach students the correct location to wait for the bus. Emphasize the danger involved in unsafe acts such as standing 

in the roadway or playing on the road. 

1.	 Be on time. 

2.	 Wait quietly-do not play in roadway 

3.	 Do not damage property at the bus stop such as flowers, shrubs, trees, and lawns. 

4.	 Do not leave litter at the bus stop. 

5.	 Stand back about 10 feet from the roadway while waiting for the bus. 

6.	 If students must cross the roadway to board the bus look in both directions for traffic, wait until the bus driver 

signals before crossing the road. 

7.	 When boarding the bus, use the handrails and take the steps one at a time. 

8.	 Speak to the driver in a pleasing manner. 

9.	 Go directly to your seat. 

On the School Bus 

Good conduct is necessary for a safe bus ride. The driver must concentrate on driving and the students should
 
cooperate to help keep the bus safe and on schedule. 

Safety rules for passengers.
 

1.	 Watch your sitting posture as you would in the classroom. 

2.	 Remain seated until the bus reaches its destinations and comes to a complete stop. 

3.	 Be very quiet at railroad grade crossings so the bus driver can hear railroad warning signals 

4.	 Keep the aisle of the bus clear. 

5.	 Keep the bus clean – don’t be a “litterbug” 

6.	 Keep your head, arms, and hands inside the bus at all times. 

7.	 Keep your feet off the seats. 

8.	 Keep books and all other objects under the seat, not in the aisle. 



       

      

       

      

 

   

            

         

      

      

              

                    

                

          

                   

        

 

   

             

              

         

 

    

           

           

   

           

           

            

           

             

               

              

     

 

       

 

        

        

           

    

          

             

 

 

9.	 Remain quiet so that you will not distract the bus driver. 

10.	 Obey the bus driver’s directions promptly and cheerfully. 
11.	 Never throw objects around the bus or outside the windows. 

12.	 Never open the windows without the driver’s permission. 

Leaving the Bus 

Students should leave the bus in an orderly manner. Courtesy contributes to safety. 

1.	 Keep seated until the bus comes to a complete stop. 

2.	 Don’t push or shove, but move quickly. 

3.	 Be pleasant and courteous to the drive. 

4.	 Use the handrail and take one step at a time when leaving the bus. 

5.	 If you must cross the roadway, walk about 10 feet in front of the bus to a point even with the traffic side of 

the bus. Look carefully in both directions and wait until the driver signals you to cross, then cross quickly, 

but do not run. Help smaller children to cross the road safely. 

6.	 If your home is on the right side of the road, go directly to the driveway where the driver can see you. 

7.	 Don’t stop at the mailbox until the bus leaves the area. 

Emergency Evacuation Drills 

Due to the increased number of pupils being transported in present day traffic with a potential increase in accident 

hazards, there is a need to instruct pupils to evacuate a school bus in case of an emergency. Since the bus driver is 

responsible for the safety of the pupils, he must direct the emergency drills. 

Important factors pertaining to school bus evacuation drills are: 

1.	 The first and most important consideration is for the driver to recognize the hazard, then contact the 

Transportation department and explain the emergency or before making a decision to evacuate the school 

bus, if time permits. 

2.	 Student safety and control is best maintained by keeping students on the bus during an emergency and/or 

impending crisis situation, if so doing does not expose them to unnecessary risk or injury. 

3.	 If a medical emergency arises, notify the transportation department immediately and tell them which bus is 

calling, the current location and briefly describe the medical emergency. The dispatcher will immediately 

contact 911; emergency services will be dispatched at that time. Remain at that location and try to calm the 

student or have another student try to calm them until medical services have arrived. Remain on the radio at 

all times if possible. 911 will have some questions for you to answer and only you can answer them since 

you are with the student. 

These are things that should be considered as a Mandatory Evacuations: 

1.	 The bus is on fire or there is a threat of a fire. 

2.	 The bus is stalled on or adjacent to a railroad-highway crossing. 

3.	 The position of the bus may change and increase the danger. 

4.	 There is imminent danger of collision. 

5.	 There is a need to quickly evacuate because of a hazardous materials spill. 

6.	 If the bus is in the path of a sighted tornado or rising waters. 


