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Winning Strategies 
 
From Intern to Sports Anchor 
 

After completing three semesters of college working toward a major he wasn’t sure he 
was cut out for, Ray Fisher took the advice of his high school guidance counselor and decided to 
pursue a career in broadcast journalism.  The counselor had always told Fisher that he had a nice 
voice that should be used in broadcasting.  Fisher took the advice and switched to a major in 
Mass Communications with an emphasis in electronic media.  He obtained an internship at a 
local television station.  The internship experience provided a solid foundation for his career and 
proved to be just as valuable as his education.  Internships offer an inside track to entry-level 
positions. 

Fisher combined his interest in broadcast journalism with his love of sports and began his 
career as a weekend sportscaster in a Top 10 market.  Houston is an exciting city for sports 
lovers, with six professional teams, three universities, and hundreds of high schools that feature 
some of the best athletes in the nation.  But with only three to four minutes devoted to sports per 
newscast, it is difficult to squeeze in all the sporting events for this market.  Fisher’s focus is 
almost exclusively local, providing viewers with coverage they cannot get from ESPN and other 
national sources.  As a weekend sports anchor, Fisher is usually working when most of the sports 
action is happening.  During weekdays, Fisher interviews players and coaches about previous 
and upcoming games, searches for sports-related human interest stories, and plans feature stories 
for the upcoming weekend and beyond. 

The competition for jobs in sports broadcasting is almost as fierce as the competition in 
the games covered in the newscasts.  Most stations have two to three sports people compared to 
10-30 general news personnel.  The job isn’t as glamorous as one might believe.  While it seems 
like a great thing to get paid to go to sporting events and interview famous athletes, many TV 
sports anchors work several years in small markets for small paychecks hoping to get a break 
into a larger market.  Long hours are spent gathering the sports news of the day, which is then 
condensed into a three-to-four minute sports block.  Sports broadcasters have to be dedicated and 
passionate about what they do in order to succeed. 
 
Thinking Critically: on a separate sheet of paper answer the questions below in paragraph 
form with detail. 
 



1. List three characteristics needed to be a weekend sports anchor. 
 
      2.  Explain the importance of an internship for sports announcers. 
 
 
 
     3.  What do you think you would like about this job? 
 
 
     4.  Define networking?  Why is this important when trying to get a job? 
 
 
 
 
 
     5.  What is meant by the old saying “It’s not what you know, it’s who you know”? 
 
 


