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Date 
 

 
 
 

Title of Novel 
Author of novel 

 
 
 

(illustration or picture optional) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Title 
 
 
Explain how the title of the novel fits it. 
Answer questions such as why you think the 
author chose this title, or what in the novel 
addresses this title? Is the title thematic? What 
is another possible title you would give the 
novel. Explain why. 

 
 
 
 

200 words 

 
 

Character 
 
 

Write about your favorite (or least favorite) 
character in the novel. Be sure to explain why 
this character is your favorite. Describe such 
things as his/her personality/morality, and/or 
characteristics such as age, job, position in 
society, how the other characters feel about 
him/her, how this character feels about 
himself/herself, etc. Do not copy a 
description from Cliff notes or the internet. 
I want your own thoughts. 

 
250 words. 

 
Conflicts 

 
 

Describe a major conflict in the novel and tell 
how it is resolved. If the conflict isn’t resolved, 
explain the attempts in the novel that the 
characters go through to try to resolve it.  
 
 
 

 
200 words. 

 
Quotes 

 
Choose five (5) quotes from the novel that you 
think are important to the story or exemplify the 
novel or a character in some way. 
 
1. Write the quote 
 
2. Write the page number where the 
     quote can be found 
 
3. Tell who said it 
 
4. Tell why  you chose it (how it is  
     significant). Write at least 50 words for  
     each quote on this part. 
 

 
Connection 

 
 
Connect this novel—its theme, circumstances, 
characters, or  ideas to a contemporary work. 
Explain the connection.  You can choose song 
lyrics, a movie, a television show, current 
events, or another novel. Think about what it 
can relate to—what it makes you think of.  How 
is it or its ideas, still relevant today?   

 
 

200 words 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Background 

 
 

Locate one article from a book, magazine, or 
the internet that deals with the novel, its 
author, or its theme, and summarize this 
outside opinion. It might be about the time 
period, the author’s life, why the author wrote 
it, the quality of the work—anything that relates 
in some way to the novel.  Explain how it 
relates and what light it sheds on what you’ve 
read. Include an MLA citation. 

 
 

200 words 
 

 
Critique 

 
Pretend you are a book critic. Write a blurb 
such as might be found on the back cover 
telling why others should or should not read 
the novel. You don’t have to be positive, but 
you must give specific reasons for your 
opinion. “I don’t understand it” is not an 
acceptable opinion. Your book is an accepted 
classic and you are not to determine its worth, 
but you can dislike it because of violence, 
writing style, subject matter, dissatisfactory 
ending etc. Explain your opinion. Tell why you 
would or wouldn’t recommend this novel. 

 
250 words 

 
Requirements 

 
Novel must be chosen from list  

 
Typed (double spaced in 12 pt font). 
Use standard MLA formatting (left 

alignment, indenting, etc.) 
 
 

Due the first day of school 
 
 
 

200 points 
 

 

 
Choose from the following novels:  Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte, The Memory Keeper’s Daughter by Kim Edwards, 
The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain, The Heart is a Lonely 
Hunter by Carson McCullers, or One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey 
 
I want your own thoughts.   I am interested in how you respond to the novel. Do not copy information from any 
sources such as Cliff Notes, Spark notes, Wikipedia, etc.—I want to hear your thinking, writing voice and style. 
 


