
5.12—COMPUTER SCIENCE INTERNSHIPS AND INDEPENDENT 
STUDIES 

Internships 
The Board of Directors believes that students who intend to begin careers immediately upon high 
school graduation or intend to complete post-secondary training prior to starting a career can 
benefit from an internship experience. The desired outcomes of the District’s internship program 
include students advancing computer science skills, sharpening soft-skills, and learning new 
skills while in a workplace environment. The internship program provides intense, 
competency-based worksite immersion in advanced computer science concepts while linking the 
internship participants to current resources, information, and guidance from computing 
professionals. 

Students who wish to participate in the internship program shall submit an application to the 
school designee. In order for a student to be eligible to participate in the internship program, the 
student must have: 

1. Received enough credits to qualify as a junior; 
2. Either: 

 Have at least one (1) credit from a Division of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(DESE) approved computer science course; or 

 Submit computer science work product that satisfactorily demonstrates the 
competencies expected within the (DESE) Computer Science Standards to the school 
designee; and 

3. At least a 2.0 GPA. 

The student participating in an internship program is responsible for making sure the school 
designee receives documentation authenticated by the student’s supervisor of the hours worked 
by the student, proof of the student having completed projects, and regular evaluations of the 
student’s work by the student’s internship supervisor. 

A student who completes a computer science internship shall receive credit for the internship as a 
Computer Science Flex Credit or Career Focus Credit based on the amount of documented 
on-the-job work hours as follows: 

a. Half (1/2) credit for completing sixty (60) on-the-job work hours; or 
b. One (1) credit for completing one hundred twenty (120) on-the-job work hours. 

Independent Studies 
A Computer Science Independent Study Program shall be designed to enrich the student’s 
computer science educational experience. A student who desires to complete an independent 
study shall: 

1. Either: 
 Have at least one (1) credit from a DESE approved computer science course; or 
 Submit computer science work product that satisfactorily demonstrates the 
competencies expected within the DESE Computer Science Standards to a local 
advisor; 



2. Develop an educational plan that is tied directly to extending the computer science 
concepts found within: 
 The most current revision of the Arkansas High School Computer Science Standards; 
 College Board AP Computer Science Principles or A; and/or 
 IB Computer Science SL or HL; and 

3. Submit the study plan to the school designee for approval. 
4. Have at least a 2.0 GPA; and 
5. Produce a final product for presentation. 

The school designee is responsible for reviewing, monitoring, and approving the student’s study 
plan. The study plan should include anticipated objectives that allow the school designee to 
evaluate the student’s study progress. The student is responsible for submitting regular written 
reports to the school designee5 concerning the student’s progress towards the student’s 
independent study goals. 

The student’s hours of study shall be documented by the most appropriate of the following 
methods: 

 Being assigned a class period during the instructional day that is dedicated to the student’s 
independent study; and/or 

 Using the District’s system to track student time for digital courses if the student’s 
attendance and assignments are through a digital classroom; and/or 

 Using another hour tracking system approved by the district Superintendent that provides 
for accurate tracking of hours and provides safeguards against improper reporting by the 
student. 

A student who completes a computer science independent study shall receive credit for the 
independent study as a Computer Science Flex Credit or Career Focus Credit based on the 
amount of documented study hours as follows: 

a. Half (1/2) credit for completing sixty (60) study hours; or 
b. One (1) credit for completing one hundred twenty (120) study hours. 
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