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Ten Words in Context

160

In the space provide
context of the sentences 1o

1 ambivalence
(am-biv’a-lans)
-noun

Ambivalence means

2 anomaly

(3-nom ' 3-1¢)
-noun

Anomaly means

3 biased

(bi’ast)
-adjective

Biased means

4 credulous

(kréj’o-1as)
-adjective

Credulous means

5 despot

(dés’pat)
-noun

Despor means

6 incipient

(in-sip’&-ant)
-adjective

Incipient means

d, write the letter of the

meaning closest to that of each boldfaced word Use the

help you figure out each word's meaning.

Rita and Phil have broken their cngagement three times now. If they feel such
ambivalence about getung marnied, why do you think they stay together?
Many people approach a job change with ambivalence. They want a new job
10 provide them with new challenges and rewards, but they dislike giving up
the security of the old job.

a. conflicting attitudes. b. ambition C. ignorance.
Elaine’s poor score on the math test was an anomaly; she usually does very

well in math.
A colored diamond is an anomaly; most diamonds are colorless or bluish-white,

4. an annoyance. b. a source of anxiety, €. an abnormality.
Studies show that names influence how we react 1o other people. For Instance,
a group of teenaged boys expected that any girl named “Michelle” would be
attractive, while they were biased against anyone named “Hulga.”

Every human group seems to be biased against some other group. For
example, the French te]] Jokes abou the Belgians, and Pcople in Quebec make
fun of people from Newfoundland,

a. thinking well of . having a preconceived opinion, ‘¢ having no opinion.
Marya reads her horoscope ey ery day but insists that she's not credulous. “Jy’s
Just for fun,” she says. “I never take it seriously.”

Credulous Dave believed his girlfriend when she told him she Was an actress. [n
fact, the only part she ever had was in a health play in thirg grade, as a radish

a. too trustful, b. too skeptical. C. nol paying attention
During the American Revolution, the English king, George 11, was seen as an
unjust despot, but history has dealt more kindly with him in recent years.
Some parents are harsh despots who make their children obey their every
command, while others are lenient and easygoing

a. anelected officia),

b. an oppressive ruler. C. arevolutionary

Are Bill and Lisa just friends, or s there an incipient romance developing?
“Precancerous™ cells are an incipient tumor—a cancer that may be starting to
develop.

4. coming to an end b. coming into existence. c. fully grown.
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> Sentence Check 1
Using the answer line, complete each item below with the correct word from the box. Use each word once

. @ ambivalence b anomaly ¢ biased d credulous o despot |

|

f Incipient g nefarious h. prodigious I. servile ] temperf

1. Sandra is very funny, but she needs to — her humor with kindness—
sometimes her jokes can hur others

(3]

Amy feels some __ about spending the holidays alone in her new
apartment. On the one hand, she thinks celebrating there will make her new
place feel more like home On the other hand, she will miss her family.

W

- There are two kinds of waiters I dislike: the one who Jokes with me and the
one who is overly humble and .

4. On our campus, almost everyone drives a battered second-hand car Cecil’s
shiny new sports car is a real ;

3. Jen takes an aspirin at the first sign of a(n) headache. Marsha, by
contrast, resists taking medicine even when she’s really sick.

6. It's silly to be — against all red-haired people just because you had one
bad date with a redhead

7. The thriller was the kind of book you can’t put down—it traced a(n)
plan by a mad scientist to turn his neighbors into zombies.

8. “Sorry,” said Professor Chiu “] am not enough to believe that aliens
from a flying saucer flew away with your term paper.”

9. Shelley’s famous poem “Ozymandias” is about a crue| whose kingdom
has vanished in the desert sands. §

10. Thomas Jefferson was a man of talent. Not only was he president of
the United States, but he was also an inventor, a writer, and an architect.

NOTE: Now check your answers to these questions by turning to page 177 Going over the answers carefully will help
you prepare for the next two practices, for which answers are not given

> Sentence Check 2

Using the answer lines, complete each item below with two words from the box. Use each word once.

1-2. The people’s attitude toward the — who ruled them was one of =T
They hated him for his cruelty but admired him for making the nation
rich and powerful

3-4. Uriah Heep is a famous character created by the novelist Charles
Dickens. The evil Heep conceals his — plans by acting very ___: he
constantly describes himself as “humble.”
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> Final Chec Scientific Discoveries
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