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  Pleasant Grove Public School  
Return2Learn Plan 

 

Planning for and starting the 2020-21 school year has been and continues to be far different than the start of any 
school year in the past.  Pleasant Grove Public Schools has worked diligently to gather stakeholder input 
regarding concerns and questions raised by COVID-19 in our community as it applies to school operations.  We 
commit to make every effort to promote healthy practices and implement protocols to provide for the 
health/safety of all stakeholders.  This plan addresses reasonable precautions necessary to keep our students, 
staff and community members safe as we return to learning this fall.  As we navigate through these ever 
changing times, we are very appreciative of the patience and support of our students, staff and families.  
 
 
Daily Mitigation Strategies 

• Students and staff will use hand sanitizer upon entrance and exit of each classroom. 
• We will ask that all parents/staff use the attached COVID-19 Checklist to assess individual/student 

health before attending school daily. 
ü The current CDC guidelines recommend screening of all students for COVID-19 symptoms and 

history of exposure. PG will require students/staff/visitors to self-screen before arriving at 
school, however, at any time, school based screening can be requested. 

• Masks and/or face coverings WILL BE REQUIRED for students, staff and visitors. 
• Face shields have been purchased for ALL staff members to use. 
• We will be social distancing to the best of our capabilities. 

 

Options for Parents: Distance Learning 
 
We know and understand that some parents may not feel comfortable sending their children back to school in 
the fall.  For those parents, we will have a distance learning option. 

• Exclusively online curriculum based path using the Odysseyware Program. 
• Enrollment will be renewed/reviewed at 9 week intervals. 
• Parents will check out a device (if needed) and students will complete assignments through the 

Odysseyware Program. 
• Grades will be taken regularly. 
• Attendance will be taken based on assignments completed. 
• Your student will be required to meet virtually with the online teacher once a week.  

 
Options for Parents: Classroom Learning 
 
For parents wanting their children to return to school in person, school will resume as normal; however if the 
school is required to close at any capacity and/or a student/teacher/staff member is sent home with suspected/ 
positive COVID-19 test classes will be reverted to Distance Learning until the school is allowed to reopen.  
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Masks 
 
Face covering requirements or recommendations at Pleasant Grove Public Schools will be consistent with 
federal, state and local guidelines. The current CDC guidelines recommend that everyone should wear a face 
covering in public settings and when around people who don’t live in your household. Pleasant Grove Public 
School will require face coverings any time someone is within 6 feet of another employee, student or visitor. 

• Some employees may be required to wear additional PPE such as face shields (i.e. health-related, 
custodial staff, specialized positions, etc.) when directed to do so by district/school protocol.  

• Lunch time is a reasonable exception. 
• This guidance is subject to change based on policy/recommendations. 
• Students are reminded that by wearing a mask/face-covering at school, they are protecting both 

themselves and those around them. Moving forward, students should include a face mask or face-
covering in their list of school supplies. 

• PG will provide a mask and/or faceshield to every student/staff member.  If those are lost or destroyed a 
replacement can be purchased.  

• Some students may be directed to remove face coverings to allow for performance (i.e. Athletics, Art, 
etc.). 

• PG will provide a good faith effort to keep younger students safe, as we recognize face coverings can 
present significant challenges for younger learners as detailed in the AAP guidelines. 

As we encounter ideological differences regarding face coverings, PG would encourage parents/guardians to 
explore distance learning options (PG Distance Learning w/ Odysseyware). 
 
 

Plan for Identified case of COVID-19 in the school 
 

Students should be excluded from school if they test positive for COVID-19 or exhibit one or more of the 
symptoms of COVID-19 based on CDC Guidance that is not otherwise explained. Individuals who are sick 
should go home or to a healthcare facility, depending on how severe their symptoms are, and follow CDC 
Guidance for caring for oneself and others who are sick. 
 
If needed testing appointments can be made at the Pottawatomie County Health Department at: (405)273-2157 
 

Return to School After Exclusion 
 
Once a student/staff member is excluded from the school environment, they may return if they satisfy the 
recommendations of the CDC. Currently those guidelines are: 
 

Untested 

Students who have not received a test proving or disproving the presence of COVID-19, but experience 
symptoms, may return if the following three conditions are met:        

● They have not had a fever for at least 24 hours (that is a full day of no fever without the use of    
     medications that reduce fevers such as tylenol, motrin/advil etc.); and 

● Other symptoms have improved (for example, when cough or shortness of breath have                                                      
improved); and 
● At least 10 calendar days have passed since symptoms first appeared. 
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If you suspect exposure, please wait 3-5 days before being tested to reduce the chance of a false-negative result 
 

Tested Positive – Symptomatic 

Students who experienced symptoms and have been tested for COVID-19 may return to school if the 
following conditions are met: 

● The individual no longer has a fever for a period of one full day (without the use 
     medications that reduce fevers such as tylenol, motrin/advil, etc.); and 

● Other symptoms have improved (for example, when cough or shortness of breath 
                 have improved); and 

● At least 10 calendar days have passed since symptoms first appeared; or the individual has 
received two negative tests at least 24 hours apart (the negative test results should be provided to 
the school upon return). 

 
As with any illness, please be sure to notify the school of the absence(s). 
 

Tested Positive - Asymptomatic 

A child who tested positive for COVID-19 but had no symptoms can return to school after 10 days have 
passed since the test, and have been released by a healthcare provider. Two consecutive negative 
COVID-19 tests given 24 hours apart would also indicate that a child may return to school (the negative 
test results should be provided to the school upon return). 

 

Tested Positive - Impact on School Operations 

When a confirmed case has entered the school, regardless of community transmission, the school must be 
disinfected as soon as possible. Regarding a positive case, specific students may be contacted through contact 
tracing with quarantine recommendations. The school may be subject to temporary closure for a period of time 
to allow district personnel to disinfect and deep clean the facility. These decisions will be made swiftly with the 
input of our local Health Department and communicated to our community as soon as possible to allow for 
arrangements. PG will continue to seek cooperation and guidance from local, state and federal Health Agencies 
as these decisions are considered. We certainly understand this circumstance is not ideal, however, the safety of 
our staff and students is paramount. 
 
 

Self-Screening 

Each morning, families are asked to  complete a COVID-19 checklist as well as check their children's 
temperatures, prior to sending them to school, as a fever of 100.4 or greater may be an indication of an active 
case of COVID-19. If this is the case, please keep your child home to monitor for additional symptoms. While 
many children will present with fever initially, many will not. Other symptoms that may develop initially include 
the following: chills, cough, headache, loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion, runny nose, nausea, 
vomiting and diarrhea.  Any of these are cause for keeping a child home. When in doubt, we ask that families 
keep their children home from school. 
Students exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 without being otherwise explained, are prohibited from coming to 
school, and if they do come to school, parents/guardians will be notified for immediate pick up.  
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Self-screening includes moving through the symptom list (previously listed), looking to identify the presence of 
each symptom. Additionally, if a student has been in close contact (less than 6 feet for 15 minutes or longer, 
without PPE) with a known positive, they should notify their school and stay home. 
 
 
School-Based Screening 
 

• Temperature Screening - PG may take the temperature of students, employees and 
            visitors on school property on a random basis or in situations where there is reason to 
            believe that the person may be ill. 
 

• Observational/Self-Reported Screening - PG will provide training regarding the 
recognition of COVID-19 symptoms and screening. Individuals who are sick should go home or to a 
healthcare facility, depending on how severe their symptoms are, and follow CDC Guidance for caring 
for oneself and others who are sick. 
 

Students exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 prior to coming to school should immediately notify the school 
office and stay home. 
 
 
Medical Inquiries 
 
Federal law typically limits the type of medical inquiries that can be made, but given the nature of the pandemic 
more leeway has been given to districts/schools in this circumstance to make additional medical inquiries of 
staff and students than would otherwise be allowed. 
 

● If a parent/guardian tells PG that a student is ill, PG may ask the parent whether the student is 
exhibiting any symptoms of COVID-19. 
● If a student calls in sick or appears ill, PG can inquire the parent/guardian as to whether the student is 
experiencing any COVID-19 symptoms. 
● If a person is obviously ill, PG may make additional inquiries and may exclude the person from school 
property. 
 

Even without symptoms, if a student or employee has recently had contact with a person with a suspected or 
confirmed case of COVID-19, has someone in their home being tested for COVID-19, or has recently traveled 
from somewhere considered to be a “hot spot” by the CDC, the district/school may exclude the student or 
employee from the school building and recommend that they self-quarantine for 14 calendar days. 
 
 

Travel 
 
PG will follow CDC guidelines regarding travel. If families choose to travel, upon return from travel, please 
notify the school.  The CDC recommends a 14 day self-quarantine upon return from travel outside of the US 
(Travel inside the US can be found HERE). As such, at this time we would respectfully request that these 
guidelines be followed. 
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Clinical Space - COVID-19 Symptomatic 
 
PG will have a room or space separate from the nurse’s clinic where students or employees who are feeling ill 
are evaluated and/or wait for pick up. All waiting staff and students will be required to wear a mask/face 
covering. Only essential staff assigned to the room may enter. A record will be kept of all persons who entered 
the room and the room will be disinfected several times throughout the day. Strict social distancing is required 
and students/staff must wear appropriate PPE. Students who are ill will be walked out of the building to their 
parents. All staff and students with fevers or symptoms associated with COVID-19 will be encouraged to seek 
medical attention for further evaluation and instructions. Individuals who are sick should go home or to a 
healthcare facility, depending on how severe their symptoms are. 
 

Clinic Space - Non-COVID-19 Related 

Students and Staff who do not display symptoms of COVID-19 can be seen and treated in the nurse’s clinic. 
These would include students who are injured during the school day or students with special health care needs 
such as those with chronic health conditions (i.e., diabetes, seizures, etc.), those requiring medical treatments 
(i.e., nebulizers, medications, etc.), and those with individual health plans. As has always been the practice, our 
school nurse will continue to guide student treatments in order to minimize risks associated with COVID-19. 
Staff should use Standard and Transmission-Based Precautions when caring for others. 
 
 

Confirmed Case of COVID-19 on School Property 

When there is confirmation that a person infected with COVID-19 was on school property, PG will contact the 
Pottawatomie County Health Department immediately.  Unless extenuating circumstances exist, PG will work 
with the local health department to assess factors such as the likelihood of exposure to employees and students 
in the building, the number of cases in the community, and other factors that will determine building closure, if 
necessary. 

It is the responsibility of the Pottawatomie County Health Department to contact the person confirmed with 
COVID-19, inform direct contacts of their possible exposure, and give instructions to those involved with the 
confirmed case, including siblings and other household members regarding self-quarantine and exclusions. The 
CDC has provided guidance for those who have been exposed to someone with COVID-19 symptoms or a 
confirmed or suspected case. The individual who tested positive will not be identified in communications to the 
school community at large but may need to be selectively identified for contact tracing by the Pottawatomie 
County Health Department. 

If a closure is determined necessary, PG will consult with the Pottawatomie County Health Department to 
determine the status of school activities including extracurricular activities, co-curricular activities, and before 
and after-school programs. As soon as PG becomes aware of a student or employee who has been exposed to or 
has been diagnosed with COVID-19, the custodial staff will be informed, so the building or area(s), furnishings, 
and equipment are thoroughly cleaned/disinfected. School or specific classrooms may be temporarily closed for 
a period of time to allow district personnel to disinfect and deep clean the facility based on specific 
circumstances. 
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Disinfection Plans 

Disinfection plans are at the top of the priority list for every employee in the district. Teachers, Principals, Staff 
and Students alike will be asked to take advantage of precautionary measures to assist in keeping everyone safe. 

■ Handwashing/Sanitizer: Please help to remind your student(s) to wash their hands often with 
soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after blowing their noses, coughing, or 
sneezing; going to the bathroom; and before eating. They will also have access to an alcohol-
based hand sanitizer throughout the school building when hand-washing opportunities are not 
readily available. 

■ Common areas will be disinfected multiple times throughout the day. 

■ Both aerosol disinfection and wipe disinfection will be common in every area of the school 
during the school day. 

■ High touch point surfaces will be routinely disinfected, multiple times each day. 

■ Single use items such as plasticware and condiments will be used as available. 

■ Classroom items used by multiple students will be disinfected between uses. 

 

Attendance 

For numerous reasons we have stressed attendance as important at Pleasant Grove Public School. This 
pandemic has forced us to closely examine many things, and attendance is no exception. Guidance for the 2020-
21 school year is as follows: 
 

When in doubt, stay home. 
 
The District is currently working closely with the State Department of Education and determining how absences 
will affect schools/students for 2020-21. As soon as the details have been worked out, they will be provided 
here.  Those who have had close contact with a person diagnosed with COVID-19 should stay home or in their 
living quarters and self-monitor for symptoms, and follow CDC guidance if symptoms develop. 
 
Social Distancing in the School Environment 
 
While it will be difficult to maintain distance between the students at school, we are working to devise plans to 
provide for this precaution in the common areas of hallways, classrooms, the cafeteria & gym. 
 
The following are measures that PG will take to increase social distancing while still maintaining a level of 
face-to-face instruction. These protocols may evolve as they are implemented, and more information is obtained 
about COVID-19. 

● Ensure that Elementary student and staff groupings are as static as possible by having the same group 
of children stay with the same staff as much as possible. 

● Disinfect playground equipment before and after daily use. PG will encourage personal sanitization 
during playground activities. 
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● Reorganize large classes (P.E., Art, etc.) to smaller groupings when possible to allow for social 
distancing and other precautions. 

● Gatherings will be scheduled in such a way to limit the size of the group to ensure social distancing. 

● Increase space between students during in-person instruction. 
○ Move classes outdoors whenever possible. 
○ Rearrange desks to increase space between students whenever possible. 
○ Face desks in the same direction whenever possible. 
○ Assign students seats. 

● Limit or eliminate classroom / school visitors. 

● Prohibit parent/guardian lunch visitation to schools. 

● Minimize the sharing of electronic devices, toys, books, art supplies, and other games or learning aids 
when possible. 

● Schedule elementary restroom breaks to avoid overcrowding. 

● Minimize whole staff gatherings/meetings. 
 
Arrival/Dismissal 
 
PG will communicate plans for arrival/dismissal once they have been finalized. 
 
Water Fountains 
Water fountains will be turned off. Bottle fillers will be on and available for hands free refilling of personal 
water bottles where available. Students are encouraged to have their own bottle and not share with others. 
 
Breakfast/Lunch Procedures 
Considering that breakfast and lunch time has typically been a gathering of many students in a somewhat 
confined space, steps have been taken to maintain students in their respective classrooms.  Specific use of each 
space will be at the discretion of teachers/school administration to aid in social distancing while eating. Students 
will be encouraged to wear face-coverings/masks when not actively eating. Outdoor areas may be utilized on 
weather days with temperatures above 60 degrees. 
 
Recess 
While it is recognized that outdoor environments with nice temperatures provide an opportunity for students to 
spread out and remove masks, PG also recognizes that playground equipment (PGE) and recess creates 
opportunities for risk that warrant mitigation. Hand sanitizer will be provided before recess and after recess for 
students choosing to go outside and play on equipment. 

● Recess may be staggered so that minimal groups have access to PGE at a time. 

● Public access to PG may be limited. 
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School Activities 

Extra and Co-curricular activities (clubs/organizations and athletics of all descriptions) are vital elements of a 
student's experience. Responses to COVID-19 in these environments will vary, always with a keen eye to 
proven practices in prevention and protection. Research is presently underway to help us know and apply the 
best precautions to take in order to protect our students involved in extracurricular and co-curricular activities. 
To limit larger gatherings, campus club meetings will be held virtually when possible.  
 
School-wide gatherings 

Assemblies and other school-wide gatherings will be postponed until a time arises in which they can be 
scheduled in such a way to limit the size of groups to allow for as much social distancing as possible.  
 
School-wide Parent gatherings 

School-wide parent gatherings such as “Back to School Night” and “Parent/Teacher Conferences” will also be 
scheduled in such a way to limit the size of the gathering. Again, school administrators will be scheduling 
events in ways that afford individuals the most space reasonably available for social distancing. This may mean 
separate evenings for different grade levels or specific time frames for grade levels, or classes, as well as 
possible options for video conferencing. We ask for patience and understanding as our administrators try their 
best to deal with logistic challenges they are currently facing. 
 
Building Access 

PG will strictly limit the number of non-staff individuals within the school building. Depending on the reason 
for the visit, visitors will be allowed by Appointment Only. All non-staff visitors accessing the building 
beyond the foyer will be screened.  

• Visitors will be limited to the foyer only.  No visitors will be allowed in the school office. 

• All visitors will be required to wear face coverings. 

●  Visitors will be required to keep their visitor badge displayed at all times. 

●  Unnecessary visitation by adults at any time is prohibited; 

●  Volunteers must have administration written approval prior to service. 

 

Pleasant Grove will follow local/state/federal mandates. Requirements/recommendations and procedures are 
subject to change.  


