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Friends and Citizens: 

The impressions with which I first undertook the arduous trust were explained earlier. In 

the discharge of this trust, I will only say that I have, with good intentions, contributed towards 

the organization and administration of the government the best of which I was capable. 

Here, perhaps, I ought to stop. But a concern for your welfare, urges me, on an occasion 

like the present, to offer to your solemn contemplation, and to recommend to your frequent 

review, some sentiments which are the result of much reflection. These will be offered to you 

with the more freedom, as you can only see in them the disinterested warnings of a parting 

friend, who can possibly have no personal motive to bias his counsel. 

The unity of government which constitutes you one people is also now dear to you. It is 

justly so, for it is a main pillar in the edifice of your real independence, the support of your 

tranquility at home, your peace abroad; of your safety; of your prosperity; of that very liberty 

which you so highly prize. But it is easy to foresee that much pains will be taken, many artifices 

employed to weaken in your minds the conviction of this truth; this is the point in your political 

fortress against which the batteries of enemies will be most constantly and actively directed. It is 

important that you should properly estimate the immense value of your national union to your 

collective and individual happiness; that you should cherish a cordial, habitual, and immovable 

attachment to it.  

Citizens, by birth or choice, of a common country, that country has a right to concentrate 

your affections. The name of American, which belongs to you in your national capacity, must 

always exalt the just pride of patriotism more than any name derived from local discriminations. 

With slight shades of difference, you have the same religion, manners, habits, and political 

principles. You have in a common cause fought and triumphed together; the independence and 

liberty you possess are the work of joint counsels, and joint efforts of common dangers, 

sufferings, and successes.  



But these considerations, however powerfully they address themselves to your sensibility, 

are greatly outweighed by those which apply more immediately to your interest.  

Here, Washington gives several practical reasons why it is important for the United 

States to remain a unified whole—the South uses technology produced in the North; the 

North relies on crops grown in the South; the East and West sides of the nation send 

supplies and crops back and forth in a similar way.  

In contemplating the causes which may disturb out Union, it occurs as matter of serious concern 

that any ground should have been furnished for characterizing parties by geographical 

discriminations, Northern and Southern, Eastern and Western; however, scheming men may 

endeavor to excite a belief that there is a real difference of local interests and views. One of the 

ways in which parties acquire influence within particular regions is to misrepresent the opinions 

and aims of other districts. You cannot shield yourself too much against the jealousies which 

spring from these misinterpretations; they tend to render alien to each other those who ought to 

be bound together by fraternal affection.  

To the efficacy and permanency of your Union, a government for the whole is 

indispensable. The basis of our political systems is the right of the people to make and to alter 

their constitutions of government. But the Constitution which at any time exists, till changed by 

an explicit and authentic act of the people, is sacredly obligatory upon all.  

All obstructions to the execution of the laws, all combinations and associations, with the 

real design to direct, control, counteract, or awe the regular deliberation and action of the 

constituted authorities, are destructive of this fundamental principle, and of fatal tendency. They 

serve to organize faction, to give it an artificial and extraordinary force; to put, in the place of the 

delegated will of the nation the will of the party, and to make the public administration the mirror 

of the projects of faction. Combinations and associations are likely, in the course of time and 

things, to become potent engines, by which cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men will be 

enabled to subvert the power of the people and to usurp for themselves the reins of government. 

The domination of one faction over another, sharpened by the spirit of revenge, natural to 

party dissension, which in different ages and countries has perpetrated the most horrid 

enormities, is itself a frightful despotism. The spirit of party serves always to distract the public 



councils and enfeeble the public administration. It agitates the community with ill-founded 

jealousies and false alarms, kindles the animosity of one part against another, foments riot and 

insurrection. It opens the door to foreign influence and corruption, which finds a facilitated 

access to the government itself through the channels of party passions. Thus the policy and the 

will of one country are subjected to the policy and will of another. 

Observe good faith and justice towards all nations; cultivate peace and harmony with all. 

In the execution of such a plan, nothing is more essential than that permanent antipathies against 

particular nations, and passionate attachments for others, should be excluded. The nation which 

indulges towards another a habitual hatred or a habitual fondness is in some degree a slave. It is a 

slave to its animosity or to its affection, either of which is sufficient to lead it astray from its 

duties and interests. Antipathy in one nation against another disposes each more readily to offer 

insult and injury, to lay hold of slight causes of offense, and to be haughty and stubborn when 

accidental or trifling occasions of dispute occur. Hence, frequent collisions, obstinate, 

envenomed, and bloody contests. 

So likewise, a passionate attachment of one nation for another produces a variety of evils. 

Sympathy for the favorite nation betrays the former into a participation in the quarrels and wars 

of the latter without adequate justification. It leads also to concessions to the favorite nation 

which is apt doubly to injure the nation making the concessions; by unnecessarily parting with 

what ought to have been retained, and by exciting jealousy, ill-will, and a disposition to retaliate, 

in the parties from whom equal privileges are withheld.  


