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 These are the times that try men’s souls. The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot 

will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of their country; but he that stands by it now deserves 

the love and thanks of man and woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have 

this consolation with us, that the harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph. What we 

obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly: it is dearness only that gives every thing its value. 

Heaven knows how to put a proper price upon its goods; and it would be strange indeed if so 

celestial an article as freedom should not be highly rated. Britain, with an army to enforce her 

tyranny, has declared that she has a right not only to tax, but “to bind us in all cases whatsoever” 

and if being bound in that manner is not slavery, then there is not such a thing as slavery upon 

earth. 

 I recently felt all that kind of anger against a man who kept a tavern, who was standing at 

his door, with as pretty a child in his hand, about eight or nine years old, as I ever saw, and after 

speaking his mind, finished with this unfatherly expression, “Well! Give me peace in my day.” A 

generous parent should have said, “If there must be trouble, let it be in my day, that my child 

may have peace.” This single reflection, well applied, is sufficient to awaken every man to duty. 

 Not a place upon earth may be so happy as America and I am confident that America will 

never be happy till she gets clear of foreign dominion. I thank God, that I fear not. I see no real 

cause for fear. I know our situation well, and can see the way out of it. By perseverance and 

fortitude we have the prospect of a glorious future; by cowardice and submission, the sad choice 

of a variety of evils—a ravaged country—a depopulated city—homes without safety, and slavery 

without hope. Look on this picture and weep over it!  

  



SUMMARY: In the margins, write a one-sentence summary of each paragraph. 

 

TOPIC: In one word, what is this essay about? 

 

 

Underline or highlight the text evidence that told you this was the topic. How did your 

highlighted text tell you about the topic? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THEME: What is the author trying to tell the audience about the topic? What is the author trying        

to teach us? Write that as one sentence here: 

 

 

 

 

 

In a different color, underline or highlight the text evidence that helped you identify this 

theme. How did the text you highlighted tell you about the theme? 

 


