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“I try not to let my schooling interfere with my education.” 

                                                                      Mark Twain 

 

Office Hours: I am at the school by 7:15 each day and usually stay until at least 3:45. My 

planning period is 8
th

 hour if you need to contact me during the day.  

 

Disciplinary Procedures:  If actions by the student warrant disciplinary steps by me, I will be 

following the guidelines as set down in your planner. This includes plagiarism. Your essays will 

be submitted to Turnitin.com, which checks your content against millions of sources and essays 

from around the world. You will be caught if you cheat. 

 

Cell Phones: USD480 has implemented a new technology policy this year. Since you are 

allowed to use your phones during lunch and passing periods, I do not anticipate you trying to 

sneak a peak during class. However, if your phone distracts you or someone around you, it will 

be taken from you.   

 

Supplies: I will not grade notebooks in this class; however, you will need some form of 

notebook. This can be either a three-ring binder or a spiral notebook. As long as you have paper 

for notes and writing assignments, you will be set.  

 

Course Outline: The year will be divided into six units. These units will develop your skills in 

reading, writing, and thinking in order to prepare you for the next step in your life, be that 

college, career, or military.  

 

1. Text-Based Evidence 

2. Decoding Language 

3. Development of Ideas 

4. Author’s Purpose 

5. Supported Argument 

6. Published Persuasion 

 

 

Grading: The grading scale used in this class can be found on page 14 of your student 

handbook. Formative Assessments (homework/practice) will not count toward your overall 

grade. These assignments will still be scored, but not graded. This means that you will see how 

you did in order to reflect on your learning and know what you need to do before the test. These 

formatives will also tell me what you need as a student. Your work will guide my instruction. 

Your overall grade will be comprised of Summative Assessments (tests, essays, quizzes, and 

projects).  

 

 

 

 

 



Essay Grades:  
 

 The essay grades will be based on the SCCC Writing Rubric. Each category 

(Structure/Correctness/Content Audience) will receive a separate grade in the grade book. 

This will give us a clearer picture of your strengths.  
 Svaty / SCCC Writing Rubric  

 

 

Does Not Meet Expectations Partially Meets Expectations Meets Expectations 

 

Exceeds Expectations 

 

 
1 2 3 4 

     Structure 

Little or no sense of main 
idea, organization, or 

continuity. Lack of Topic 

Sentences, Introduction, or 

Conclusion. 

Lacks one or more of the 

following: focus, unity, 

organization. Topic 
Sentences are weak. 

Introduction and Conclusion 

lack fail to corral the essay. 

 

Focused, unified and 
organized, but some topic 

sentences might be unclear. 

Introduction and Conclusion 

are present but not cohesive. 

 

Sharply focused, unified 

and organized with 
smooth flow of 

discussion. Clear Topic 

Sentences. Introduction 

and Conclusion are 

cohesive. 

 1 2 3 4 

   Correctness 

Frequent/major errors 

Sentence-level breakdowns 
blocking writer-to-reader 

communication. 1-25% of 

the essay completed before 
10 errors. 

Errors interfere with writer-
to-reader communication. 

26-50% of the essay 

completed before 10 errors. 

Errors may be present but do 

not seriously impede writer-

to-reader communication. 
51-75% of the essay 

completed before 10 errors. 

Errors, if present, are 

minor and infrequent. 

76% or more of the essay 
completed before 10 

errors. 

 1 2 3 4 

     Content 
    Audience 

Writing remains overly 

general/superficial with little 
or no sense of audience. No 

Evidence or Analysis. 

Writing is only partially 

developed with details and/or 
illustrations. Large gaps in 

Evidence or Analysis. 

Writing contains supporting 

details and/or illustrations 
adequate to meet audience 

needs.  

Writing is thoroughly 

developed and effectively 

illustrated. Consistent 
awareness of audience 

throughout. Balance of 

Evidence and Analysis. 

 

 

Missing Assignments: If you are absent for any reason, it is your responsibility to get the 

necessary work. You are not required to complete missing formatives unless otherwise specified 

by me, although it would be in your best interest to do so as the formatives are valuable in 

preparing you for the exams and essays.  

 

My Goals for this class: After teaching seniors for a number of years, I understand that some of 

you are tired of the educational juggernaut. My goal for the year is to engage you in a style of 

learning that not only prepares you for your life ahead but also reminds you that English and 

Literature can be enjoyable. You will be challenged this year, but your reward will be the 

confidence that you carry with you after graduation.  

  


