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AP Literature & Composition 
Units 
Mr. Svaty 
 
Pre-Course Assignment  

 Read How To Read Literature Like a Professor (by Thomas C. Foster) 
 Answer questions about How to Read Literature Like a Professor through an online 

discussion board 
 Read Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. 
 Complete a reading log which identifies and analyzes main aspects of Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn.  
 Prepare for an essay test for Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. 

 
Unit 1: Writing about Literature 
6 weeks 
 
How does a writer of poetry and prose craft a work of literary merit?  
 
Contrary to the opinion of many students, works of fabulous imagination seldom fall from 
the sky. Writers of great literature are “technicians of their form,” that is, they use all the 
tools of literary technique, language, and style to enhance their works.  
 
What sort of writing skill will an AP student need to acquire in order to be successful in this 
class and in college?  
 
Your goal will be to emulate the masters of the English language and to become a 
“technician,” employing all the tools of literary technique, language, and style.  
 
In order to discuss literature with eloquence, you must first learn key literary terms and 
devices. 
 

Students will define, identify and apply the following literary devices: 
 Syntax, diction, allusion, imagery, symbol, (author’s use of) detail 

 
Connecting Device to Meaning: 
  
 Students will apply their knowledge of key terms by writing about how the author’s 
use of a device contributes to his or her overall meaning. 
 
Timed Essay Test on Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. 
 
Unit Expectations  
 
Students will gain experience with:  

 Close reading of fiction, poetry and short passages  
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 Composition instruction (see writing expectations): Students will take material from 
their Adventures of Huckleberry Finn reading log and use the material to study for the 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn timed writing test. 

 On-demand writing — experience with timed writing about prose — complex 
characterization, figurative language, and resources of language  

 Evaluation of on-demand writing — working with a scoring guide  
 Paragraph writing, short answers, and graphic organizers organizers  
 Literary terms and techniques  
 Elements of literature including novel, short story, and poems 

 
Unit 2: Introduction to Poetry  
6 Weeks  
 
Students will learn that:  

 Reading poetry well means responding to it; if one responds on a feeling level, he or 
she is likely to read more accurately, with deeper understanding, and with greater 
pleasure.  

 Reading poetry accurately, and with attention to detail, will enable one to respond to 
it on an emotional level.  

 Reading poetry involves conscious articulation through language, and reading and 
responding come to be, for experienced readers of poetry, very nearly one.  

 Paying close attention to the text in poetry makes one appreciate and understand 
textuality and its possibilities.  

 
Unit Expectations  

 
Study and analyze poems from the Renaissance.  

 
a)  Ballad — analyze using callouts  
b)  Sonnet — study and analyze multiple sonnets, write an original sonnet  
c)  Metrical Romance  
d)  Timed write — literary analysis comparing and contrasting two Renaissance sonnets 
including samples and scoring guide.  
 
e)  Multiple-choice practice  
 
Unit 3: The Tragedy of Hamlet, Prince of Denmark  
6 Weeks  
 
“For anything so overdone is from the purpose of playing, whose end, both at the first and 
now was and is, to hold, as ’twere, the mirror up to nature, to show virtue her own feature, 
scorn her own image, and the very age and body of the time his form and pressure.” — 
Hamlet, Prince of Denmark, act 3, scene 2  
 
Students will explore the following questions by writing a literary analysis paper:  
 

 Why is Hamlet considered by many to be Shakespeare’s greatest achievement?  
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 How and why is the character of Hamlet depicted as the most complex in English 
literature?  
 
Unit Expectations  
 
a)  Study includes the great chain of being; Shakespeare’s language, form, and 
function of tragedy; and religious, scientific, and cultural beliefs of the Elizabethan 
age.  
b)  Essay test/timed write  
 
c) Literary analysis paper — formal, persuasive essay evaluating Hamlet based on one 
of the two questions above.  
 
Direct composition instruction: format — clear thesis, incorporation of lines and 
quotes, pronoun usage, support paragraphs, introduction necessary for audience, 
thesis followed throughout, strong concluding paragraph.  
 
Students will read the play Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead. Students will analyze 
the following: 

o How the alternate perspective changes the meaning of the play 
o How the symbols contribute to the themes 
o Elements of existentialism in the play 

 
Unit 4: Romanticism (1798-1832) 
6 Weeks 
 
Required readings:  
 

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 
“The Birthmark” by Nathaniel Hawthorne  
“The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” by Samuel Taylor Coleridge  
“Prometheus” 
“Mutability” by Percy Bysshe Shelley  
“London” by William Blake  
“Lines Composed a Few Miles above Tintern Alley” by William Wordsworth  
“To Autumn,” “Ode on a Grecian Urn” and “On First Looking into Chapman’s 
Homer” by John Keats  
 

Romantic Poets Objective: 

 Students identify important events during the late 18th century that led to the emergence 
of Romanticism.  

 
Frankenstein Objectives: 
 
Students will identify aspects of Romanticism in Frankenstein. 
 

 Students identify and analyze the following themes: 
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o One must face consequences after not taking responsibility for his or her 
actions. 

o Lack of compassion can lead to prejudice or stereotyping. 
o Scientific advancement presents positive and negative consequences.  

 

 Students explain why Shelley’s “Mutability,” Coleridge’s “Rime of the Ancient 
Mariner” and Wordsworth’s “Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Alley” 
are all included in Frankenstein.  
 

In class writing: Timed writing using AP exam poetry question  
 
Unit 5: Women’s Voices 
6 weeks  
 
Required reading: 
 
The Awakening (by Kate Chopin) 
 
Objectives: 
 

 Students identify aspects of setting in The Awakening. 

 Students analyze how the setting contributes to the themes of the novel. 

 Students identify, analyze and evaluate the role of women in society according to the 
novel.   

 
Required reading: 
 
Modern cultural novel – as selected 
 
Objectives: 
  

 Students identify the ways in which gender and expected gender roles affect society and 
the individual. 

 Students identify how the cultural references impact the story. 

 Students analyze the author’s opinion of the cultural values and customs in the novel, 
demonstrating their understanding in a composition.  
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Unit 6: The Tragedy of the American Dream 
6 weeks  
 
Required readings: 
 
The Great Gatsby (by F. Scott Fitzgerald) 
 
Objective: 
 
 Students analyze how the symbols in The Great Gatsby contribute to the meaning of 
the novel.  
 
“Death of a Salesman” (by Arthur Miller) 
 
Unit Objectives: 
 

 Students identify aspects of the American Dream.  

 Students analyze how the American Dream is portrayed in The Great Gatsby and “Death 
of a Salesman”.  

 Students compare and contrast Jay Gatsby and Willy Loman. 

 Students evaluate the idea of the American Dream in a paper comparing and contrasting 
Jay Gatsby and Willy Loman.  

 

 


