
  

AP Literature and Composition 
Major Concepts/Content  
AP® English Literature and Composition is designed to be a college/university level course, thus the 
“AP” designation on a transcript rather than “H” (Honors) or “CP” (College Prep). This course will 
provide you with the intellectual challenges and workload consistent with a typical undergraduate 
university English literature/ Humanities course. As a culmination of the course, you will take the AP 
English Literature and Composition Exam given in May (required). A student who earns a grade of 3 
or above on the exam will be granted college credit at most colleges and universities throughout the 
United States.  
 
Course Goals  

1. To carefully read and critically analyze imaginative literature.  
2. To understand the way writers use language to provide meaning and pleasure.  
3. To consider a work’s structure, style, and themes as well as such smaller scale elements as the 

use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone.  
4. To study representative works from various genres and periods (from the sixteenth to the 

twentieth century) and to know a few works extremely well.  
5. To understand a work’s complexity, to absorb richness of meaning, and to analyze how 

meaning is embodied in literary form.  
6. To consider the social and historical values a work reflects and embodies.  
7. To write, focusing on critical analysis of literature including expository, analytical, and 

argumentative essays as well as creative writing to sharpen understanding of writers’ 
accomplishments and deepen appreciation of literary artistry.  

8. To become aware of, through speaking, listening, reading, and, chiefly, writing, the resources 
of language: connotation, metaphor, irony, syntax, and tone.  

 
Required Texts and Materials 
 
In the AP English Literature course, the student should consider obtaining a personal 
copy of the various novels, plays, epics, poems, and short fiction used in the course. 
You may purchase copies from a local new or used bookstore, or from an online book 
source. 

 
If available, you may check out books from your school’s English department. All titles may also be 
found in the local library branches. Some of the works used can also be accessed online. 
 

 

Understandings:  Essential Questions:  

What will students understand (about what big 
ideas) as a result of the unit? Students will 
understand that:  

 Literature provides a mirror to help us 
understand ourselves and others.  

 Writing is a form of communication across 
the ages.  

 Literature reflects the human condition.  

 Literature deals with universal themes, i.e., 
human vs. human, human vs. nature, 
human vs. self, human vs. God.  

 Literature reflects its time’s social,  
cultural, and historical values.  

What arguable, recurring, and thought- 
provoking questions will guide inquiry and point 
toward the big ideas of the unit?  

 How does literature help us understand 
ourselves and others?  

 How has writing become a 
communication tool across the ages?  

 How does literature reflect the human 
condition?  

 How does literature express universal 
themes?  

 
 



  

Preliminary list of novels, dramas, and anthologized material:  
 
How to Read Literature Like a Professor (by Thomas C. Foster) 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (by Mark Twain) 
Frankenstein (by Mary Shelley) 
The Awakening (by Kate Chopin) 
The Great Gatsby (by F. Scott Fitzgerald) 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead (by Tom Stoppard) 
Short fiction and essays — as selected 
Poetry — as selected 
Modern cultural novel — as selected 
The Bedford Introduction to Literature (by Michael Meyer) 
 The Tragedy of Hamlet, Prince of Denmark, (by William Shakespeare) 

Death of a Salesman, (by Arthur Miller) 
 
Performance Tasks:  

 Timed essays based on past AP prompts  

 Essay questions as required of college-level writers  

 Reading/responding to/analyzing novels, drama, fiction, nonfiction, and poetry  

 Imaginative writing including but not limited to: poetry and imitative structures  

 Literary analysis papers — expository and persuasive  

 Personal essay  

 Graphic organizers, double-entry journals, paragraph responses, and questions  
 

Writing Expectations  
As this is a literature and composition course, you will be expected to use every 
assignment that involves writing and rewriting to practice your best composition 
skills. Composition assignments will include: statements, paragraphs, timed writes 
(essay tests), and formal essays (personal, expository, and argumentative). No matter 
the kind of writing assigned, your best composition skills should be practiced. We 
will work with various composition constructions, Standard Written English, 
sentence variety, and word choice.  
 
When an assignment calls for a “paragraph,” please check your work against the 
paragraph criteria below:  
 

1. Whenever you are asked your opinion or idea about an aspect of a work of literature, please 
share articulately and respectfully with clear support for your ideas.  

2. All assignments for formal papers will include a specific grading rubric. We 
will go over the rubrics prior to submitting papers and review expectations 
for the particular composition or paper. Please consult each rubric carefully before 
submitting your work.  

3. Timed writes (essay tests) and feedback.  
4. Grammar and usage: As a junior in an AP English Literature and Composition course, you 

should have a good command of Standard Written English. There will be mini-lessons 
throughout the course dealing with complex grammar and usage issues, sentence 
constructions, and diction (word choice). Occasionally you may need some additional help 
with this.  

There are many good online guides to grammar. The link below is one such guide.  
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/index.htm  
Please consult this guide or a writing handbook for grammar problems. 

 
 



  

 
 


