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“I try not to let my schooling interfere with my education.” 

                                                                      Mark Twain 

 

Office Hours: I am at the school by 7:15 each day and usually stay until at least 3:45. My 

planning period is 8
th

 hour if you need to contact me during the day.  

 

Disciplinary Procedures:  If actions by the student warrant disciplinary steps by me, I will be 

following the guidelines as set down in your planner. This includes plagiarism. Your essays will 

be submitted to Turnitin.com, which checks your content against millions of sources and essays 

from around the world. You will be caught if you cheat. 

 

Cell Phones: USD480 has implemented a new technology policy this year. Since you are 

allowed to use your phones during lunch and passing periods, I do not anticipate you trying to 

sneak a peak during class. However, if your phone distracts you or someone around you, it will 

be taken from you.   

 

Supplies: I will not grade notebooks in this class; however, you will need some form of 

notebook. This can be either a three-ring binder or a spiral notebook. As long as you have paper 

for notes and writing assignments, you will be set.  

 

Grading: The grading scale used in this class can be found on page 14 of your student 

handbook. Formative Assessments (homework/practice) will not count toward your overall 

grade. These assignments will still be scored, but not graded. This means that you will see how 

you did in order to reflect on your learning and know what you need to do before the test. These 

formatives will also tell me what you need as a student. Your work will guide my instruction. 

Your overall grade will be comprised of Summative Assessments (tests, essays, quizzes, and 

projects).  

 

Missing Assignments: If you are absent for any reason, it is your responsibility to get the 

necessary work. You are not required to complete missing formatives unless otherwise specified 

by me, although it would be in your best interest to do so as the formatives are valuable in 

preparing you for the exams and essays.  

 

My Goals for This Class: I am hyper-competitive, so my number one goal is for you to be 

successful on the AP Exam because it reflects on you, me, and our school. As a high school, we 

have not done well on all of these exams. I want to change that, but I will need your help. I will 

give you the tools, but it will be up to you to use them on the exam and in college. Together, we 

can not only come to enjoy and understand literature on a new level, but we can also prove to the 

world that we can do that by scoring well on the AP Exam.  

 


