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 Algeria:
 feminist killed
 ALGIERS?A prominent Algerian
 feminist was killed in the northern

 Kabyl region, presumably by funda
 mentalist militants. Nabila Djahnine, an
 architect in her mid-thirties, had led a
 group called The City of Women.

 TTie fundamentalists have been en

 gaged in guerrilla warfare ever since the
 government cancelled an election three
 years ago because it looked as if the
 fundamentalists would win it. At this

 point, the fundamentalist militants are
 attacking intellectuals, unveiled women,
 and other possible opponents.

 ?info from New York Times, 2/16

 Afghanistan:
 militia secludes women

 KANDAHAR, AFGHANISTAN?In
 Afghanistan, fundamentalists also are
 seizing power while rival groups fight
 for control of the war-torn country.
 The Taliban, a new militia of young
 fundamentalist men, has seized power
 in some cities. Taliban tries to keep

 women in the areas it controls, such as
 the city of Kandahar, from going to

 work, and requires them to wear
 burkhas, which cover most of the body.
 It also has tried to prevent them from
 going into stores, allowing them only to
 make purchases from open-air stalls.

 Two shopkeepers caught selling goods
 to women were jailed for three days.

 Who knows what indecent things
 women might do if they went into
 stores with male clerks?

 Schools have been closed to girls.
 Unlike Iran's leaders, who at least

 have a right-wing perspective of the
 Koran, Taliban seems to be just making
 up the most restrictive ideas they can
 think of and claiming that they are in
 the Koran.

 ?info from Washington Post, 2/20, 3/2

 India:
 dowry deaths double
 NEW DELHI?Dowry deaths in India
 have nearly doubled in the past decade,
 with 6,200 Indian women murdered in
 1994 in demands for larger dowries
 from their families. In these primarily
 middle-class crimes, husbands' families,
 who already have received large dow
 ries, demand larger dowries from the
 bride's family either just before or soon
 after the wedding. If the money or
 goods are not forthcoming, the hus
 band's family frequently batters or mur
 ders her.

 Dowries were banned in 1961, but
 the ban is not really enforced. Even

 when in-laws murder a woman, the
 police rarely bring charges against
 them. It can take eight or 10 years for

 a case to get to court, according to
 Rajana Kumari, who heads the

 Women's Vigilance Society, a group
 that tries to help women in these cir
 cumstances and get the in-laws prose
 cuted. Kumari has written a book,
 Brides Are Not for Burning. About 150
 shelters for women have opened in New
 Delhi in recent years.

 Some Indian feminists, such as
 those who edit the magazine Manushi,
 have urged a boycott of weddings in
 which dowry is involved and have
 pledged to refuse to attend them.

 In New Delhi last year, a teacher's
 family got newspaper headlines for
 cancelling a wedding because the
 groom's family demanded additional
 dowry at the last minute. The parents

 Ireland:
 house oks info on
 overseas abortion
 DUBLIN?The lower house of Ireland's
 parliament has approved a bill that
 would allow social workers, nurses, and
 doctors to provide the names and ad
 dresses of family planning clinics in
 Britain and other countries to women

 seeking abortion. Abortion is illegal in
 Ireland, and even providing information
 about how to obtain an abortion in

 another country has been illegal.
 The bill would prohibit health

 workers from calling clinics in other
 countries to arrange abortions. It re
 quires them to tell women about other

 alternatives to abortion. Health workers

 also can refuse to give information
 about clinics in other countries.

 The bill was sent to the Senate,
 which was considered likely to approve
 it, and President Mary Robinson is
 expected to sign it. However, even
 though Robinson has favored liberaliz
 ing the law on abortion, she may refer
 the legislation to Ireland's Supreme
 Court. The president is constitutionally
 forbidden from speaking out on political
 issues.

 The Irish Bishops' Conference has

 condemned the bill, but did not say that
 Catholic lawmakers were required to
 vote against it.

 The opposition party, Fianna Fail,
 opposed the bill, but the government
 party, Fine Gael, said the opposition
 was only political because Fianna Fail,
 when it recently was the majority party,
 had planned to introduce similar legis
 lation.

 Currently, about 5,000 Irish women
 a year go to Britain for abortions.

 ?info from Washington Post, 3/11 and
 New York Times, 3/13

 Vatican, China
 block groups
 from meeting
 UNITED NATIONS?The Roman
 Catholic Church and the government of
 China are becoming unlikely partners in
 blocking women's groups from partici
 pating in the United Nations' conference
 on women in Beijing in September.

 The Vatican has asked the United
 Nations to bar the participation of
 Catholic women who belong to groups
 supporting abortion, such as the U.S.
 group Catholics for a Free Choice and
 its affiliates in Mexico, Brazil, and

 Uruguay. No abortion rights group has
 the right to call itself Catholic, accord
 ing to the church fathers.

 The Chinese government does not
 want to allow participation by women's
 groups from Taiwan and Tibetan refu
 gee women's groups.

 Also, lesbian groups from a number
 of countries are trying to attend the
 conference to demand that language
 about lesbian rights be added to the
 platform of action.

 ?info from Washington Post, 3/17

 said they cancelled the wedding because
 they were sure that their daughter would
 eventually be murdered if they went
 through with it. Now, they are having
 difficulty finding a husband for her
 because supposedly her honor has been
 hurt.

 Even when women escape from
 situations where they have been tortured
 and threatened with death, their families
 may try to send them back to the in
 laws because it is considered dishonor
 able for a married daughter to return to
 her family.

 ?info from the Washington Post, 3/17

 news compiled by cad

 Kenya:
 woman mayor
 elected
 EMBU, KENYA?Agatha Muthoni
 Mbogo has been elected mayor of
 Embu, a city of 66,000, an unusual feat
 in Kenya. Mbogo, who is 24 years old,
 defied her male opponent's charges that
 she would get married to someone in
 another town and move away. But she
 campaigned door-to-door, saying, "Let
 us try a woman."

 Kenyan women produce 60 percent
 of Kenya's food, but earn only one
 third of the average male salary. Only
 3 percent of the National Assembly
 members are women, and, unlike many
 other African countries, no woman has
 ever held a cabinet post.

 ?info from Washington Post, 2/28
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AP Human Geography AMI Snow Days: 

Day One:  Read the article entitled “India’s Dowry Deaths Double.”  Type (or write on a separate sheet 

of paper) the answers to the following questions.  If you use a Google Doc, send it to 

GSparks@gf.k12.ar.us , in the subject heading put “Dowry Deaths.” 

1.  What did all of these articles suggest about women’s rights (or the lack thereof) in these countries?  

Give examples to support your answer. 

2.  Think about the countries that these articles came from.  What do you predict about these countries 

economic and political stability?  Think of HIE.   

3.  Which article did you find the most alarming, why? 

Day Two:  Read the article entitled “US Reports on the Abuses of Women.”  Answer the following 

questions either on a separate sheet of paper or on a Google document.  If you use a Google Doc, send it 

to GSparks@berryville.k12.ar.us.  In the subject heading put “Day Two Abuses of Women” 

1-3.  How does the plight of Japanese women in this article differ from those women in Afghanistan 

from yesterday (or DAY ONE) article?  Name two reasons why Japanese women would differ so much 

from Afghan women. 

4-5. In the US Reports on Worldwide Abuses heading, name three significant crises that they mentioned.  

Where did they note some improvements?  What does the increase of prostitution in Thailand suggest 

about its culture? 

6.  Why do you think black women are less likely to be warned about health risks during pregnancy?  

How can our country change this situation? 

7.  What is NOW and what do they claim pro-lifers are doing?  Is this supreme court decision a 

progressive move in the eyes of the western world?  Why or why not?  How do pro-lifers feel? 

Day Three-Five:  Read Quebec and the idea of Federalism.  Take notes as you read.  These notes will 

count as a grade and you can use them on the quiz that you will take the day we return. 

Day 6:  On the “Child Marriage, Government and NGOs” article (you do not have to read the entire 

article so pay attention), skip down to the bottom of the third column to the heading “Issue of Child 

Marriage” and begin reading through page two.  After you have finished reading page two, skip to page 

three and begin reading the heading “Girl Child in Three Indian States.”  Answer the following questions 

based on the reading sections from this article: 

 

Answer the following questions on a handwritten sheet of paper or create a google doc and send it to 

GSparks@bobcat.k12.ar.us with the subject line “Child Marriage, Gov’t and NGOs”: 

1.  Which classes are most likely to have child weddings? 

mailto:GSparks@gf.k12.ar.us
mailto:GSparks@berryville.k12.ar.us
mailto:GSparks@bobcat.k12.ar.us


2-3.  Why do some families have “group weddings” and what is the consequences? 

4-5.  What does this situation tell you about economic factors and culture? 

6-7.  Reading between the lines, why is lower class women more of an asset than an upper class 

woman?  What does this tell you about cultural and economic norms? 

8.  Why does the author claim that the upper caste criticism of child bride is a way to oppress the Dalits? 

9.  Why is it impossible to stop child weddings? 

After you finish reading the second page, on the third page skip to the section entitled “Girl Child in 

Three Indian States.” 

10-13.  Name three goals of the National Plan of Action. 

14.  Why do they want to improve girls lives?  What would you tell them about this goal in connection to 

what you have learned in this class from the acronym HIE? 

15-18.  What discrepancies exist in the literacy rate?  Are these statistics true for all of India?  Why or 

Why not? 
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