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Title III, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as reauthorized 
under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), aims to ensure that English learners (ELs) 

and immigrant students attain English proficiency and develop high levels of 
academic achievement in English. Title III will also assist all English learners meet the 

same challenging State academic standards that all children are expected to meet. 

 
 

Reading with Your Child 
Use a PEER When You Read Aloud 

     Most parents of preschoolers realize the value of reading aloud every 
day to your young child. Story time is a great way to connect with your child, to share exciting stories and 
pictures, and to increase your child's understanding of the world. 
     The best story times are very interactive: You are talking about and reading the story, your child is talking, 
and there is conversation taking place between the two of you. Because of all the talking, this type of shared 
reading is often called dialogic reading. 
     Parents can use the PEER method to help them remember a few important ways to read in this interactive 
way: 
P: Prompt your child with a question about the story.  
Prompting your child focuses attention, engages the child in the story, and helps the child understand the 
book. 
Point to something in the picture, for example, a balloon. "What is that?" 
E: Evaluate your child's response. 
"That's right! That's a balloon." 
E: Expand on what your child said. 
"That's a big, red balloon! We saw one of those in the grocery store yesterday." 
R: Repeat or revisit the prompt you started with, encouraging your child to use the new information you've 
provided. 
"Can you say big, red balloon?" Each time the book is reread, the expanded vocabulary words are verbalized 
again. 
     Dialogic reading works. Children whose parents read in a dialogic way have better oral language skills, 
and are more likely to be exposed to new words. 
     Don't feel obligated to use the PEER procedure on every page, with every book. Keep it fun! Use PEER 
when it fits and when your child is engaged with the story. 

 

Resource: Colorin 
Colorado 

colorincolorado.org 

 

“There is no substitute 
for books in the life of 

a child.” —May Ellen 
Chase 
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How to Get Your Teen Reading 
Be a positive role model for reading 

Let your teen see you reading for pleasure and during routine activities 
such as reviewing letters, recipes, instructions, newspapers, magazines, 
and e-mail. 

Take your teen to the local library 

Help him get his own library card. Ask librarians to tell him about different 
resources, such as books, magazines, reference materials, computers, 
homework programs, and the "Young Adult" section of the library, which 
has fiction and non-fiction books for teens. Find out the library's hours so 
that he can return on his own. 

If your teen is bilingual, encourage reading in both languages 

The important thing is for your teen to read. It's ok if your teen reads in his 
first language, second language, or both languages! If your teen prefers 
reading in Spanish, for example, look for Spanish books and magazines at 
the library. This will help him keep his Spanish skills strong and give him 
more reading practice - which will also help his English reading skills too. 

Look for reading materials related to your family history or culture 

As teens get older and begin to think about their own identities, they 
often become more interested in their backgrounds. This interest can 
contribute to a healthy sense of pride in their heritage and culture, and 
reading is a great way for your teen to explore those interests. Information 
will be available at the library, on the Internet, and maybe even in your 
attic! 

Talk to your teen's teachers about reading 

Don't be shy — the teacher will welcome your interest! Ask for lists of 
books for your teen to read independently at home, and ways that you 
can support reading at home. 

If your teen has difficulty reading, talk to his teachers immediately 

Ask the teachers to evaluate why your teen is struggling, what the school 
is doing to help him, and what you can do at home to support your teen. 
When teens struggle with reading, it's important for parents and teachers 
to work together to help solve the problem. 

“He that loves reading has everything within his 
reach.” —William Godwin 

 

 

Reading Aloud to Build 
Comprehension 

When you share books with your 
children, they are learning to 

think and act like good readers 
— without even knowing it! You 
can help them get even more 
from reading time when you 

talk to them as you read. 

Children learn when they make 
connections between what 

they hear and what they know. 
One method parents can use to 
help make these connections is 
called a think aloud, where you 

talk through your thoughts as 
you read. Here are three ways 
to use think alouds. Try these 

ideas to expand learning and to 
improve reading 
comprehension. 

Think Alouds 
1. Connect the book to your 

child's own life experience 
2. Connect the book to 

other books they have 
read 

3. Connect the book to 
big ideas/lessons 

When you are "thinking aloud” 
you are modeling many of the 
connections that good readers 

make naturally as they read. 
Modeling these types of 

connections will help young 
readers know how to do it when 

they read alone. 
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