
 



1st 6 Weeks Literature and Informational Text Standards

Focus Standards 
 
6.RL.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
Learning Targets: 

 I can find the answers “right there” (explicitly) in the text. 

 I can give evidence from the text to support my thinking. 

 I can use information from the text and combine it with information of my own to come up with what the author is saying. (Inferring)(“Based 
on what I read, it’s most likely that…”) 

 
6.RL.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the 
text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
Learning Targets: 

 I can define “theme.” 

 I can examine the plot (events) to determine a theme (what the text is “really about”). 

 I can explain how the author uses details to make the theme clear. 

 I can summarize the text without my opinion or feelings. 

 
6.RI.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
Learning Targets: 

 I can find the “right there” (explicit) information in the text. 

 I can give evidence from the text to support my thinking. 

 I can use information from the text and combine it with information of my own to come up with what the author is saying (inferring, e.g. 
“Based on what I read, it’s most likely that…”). 

 
6.RI.2 Determine a central idea of a  text and how it is conveyed through particular details; Provide a summary of the text  distinct 
from personal opinions or judgments.  
Learning Targets: 

 I can find a main idea of the text. 

 I can identify how the author uses details to support a main idea. 

 I can summarize the text without my opinion or feelings.  

 
 
 
 
 



Essential Questions  

 

What do you remember about textual evidence and inferences? How can you compare textual evidence to support inferences 
drawn from the text?(RL.6.1) 
 
What can you infer about a theme or the central idea of a given text? Why is it important to analyze the development 
without your opinions or judgments? (RL.6.2) 
 
Why is it important to be able to produce a written summary of the text distinct from your opinion or judgments? 
What can you comprehend from your summary? (RL.6.2)  
 
How would you summarize the information given in the text? What inferences can you draw from reading the text?(RI.6.1)  
 
How can you cite textual evidence to support conclusions drawn from the text when writing and speaking?  
Why is it important to cite textual evidence to support conclusions drawn from the text when writing and speaking?(RI.6.1)  
 
What is the central idea of the text? How did the author develop the central idea?(RI.6.2) 
 
What are the key ideas in the text? How can you list the key supporting details in order? (RI.6.2) 

 



1st 6 Weeks Writing Standards Addressed 

 
 

Focus Standards 
6.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant 
descriptive details, and well-structured  event sequences.  

 I can write a real or imagined narrative with descriptive details and effective technique, where I: 
 

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

 I can establish a context, introduce a narrator and/or characters, and organize a logical event sequence. 
 
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 
 I can use dialogue, descriptions, and pacing to develop events and characters. 

 
c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to 

another. 
 I can use transitional words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts. 

 

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events.  
 I can use precise words and phrases and sensory details and language to convey experiences and events. 

 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 
 I can provide a conclusion. 

 
 
 

 Denote learning  targets 
 
 



 Writing Standards Addressed Each 6 Weeks 

 

Focus Standards 
6.W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade--‐specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3.) 

 I can produce clear, coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate for sixth grade 

tasks, purposes, and audiences 

6.W.5 With some guidance and support from peers  and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed  
by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of language 
standards 1–3 up to and including grade 6.). 

 I can use guidance from my peers and adults to plan, revise, and edit my writing. 
 
6.W.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate  with others; demonstrate 
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 

 I can use digital tools to produce and publish my work. 

 I can use the internet to interact and collaborate with my peers on writing projects.  

 I can demonstrate a command of keyboarding skills to type three pages in one setting 

 

6.W.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the 
data and conclusions of others  while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 

 I can gather information from multiple sources (print and digital) and assess credibility of those sources. 

 I can quote or paraphrase information found for my finished work. 

 I can provide basic bibliographic information for my sources. 

 

6.W.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision)and shorter  time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline--‐specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 I can write for a range of time and tasks. 
 

 
 

 Denote learning  targets 
 
 



 Essential Questions 
 

 
What can you draw from your life experiences?  Why are descriptive details important when creating a narrative whether real or 
imagined?  What is the basic narrative structure of piece of writing? Why is it important to adhere to the basic narrative 
structure? (W. 6.3) 
 
What does “clear and coherent” mean? Why is the development, organization and style important when developing a writing with 
a specific task, purpose, and audience in   your writing?(W.6.4) 
 
What are the steps to the writing process? Why is it important to give and receive feedback during the writing process? What can 
you do to strengthen your writing skills? How can you and your peers enable each other to obtain feedback?  
What can you do to strengthen your writing skills? How can you and your peers enable each other to obtain feedback? (W.6.5)  

 

What programs, tools, websites, etc. could you use to produce and/or publish a piece of writing? How does using technology 
enhance your abilities to produce and publish writing? What programs, tools, websites, etc. could you use to communicate 
collaboratively with others? How does using technology enhance your abilities to communicate with others? (W.6.6) 
 
What are some sources from which you can gather information? Why is it important to gather information from a variety of 
sources? How can you determine the credibility and accuracy of your source? Why is it important to verify the accuracy of your 
source? What criteria can you use to identify quotes and data that contribute to the research topic or question? What is 
plagiarism? What are some strategies you can utilize to avoid plagiarism? What relevant information is needed to produce a 
bibliography? How did you organize the relevant information into a correctly formatted bibliography? (W.6.8) 
 
Why is it important to write with a broad range of tasks, purposes, and audiences in mind? (W.6.10) 

 
 
 
 
 



All Language Standards Addressed  

• 

Focus Standards 
6.L.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
             a. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive). 

 I can use pronouns in the proper case. 

b. Use intensive pronouns (e.g. myself, ourselves). 
 I can use intensive pronouns. 

c. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person.* 
 I can correct inappropriate shi3s in pronoun number and person. 

d. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents).* 

 I can correct vague pronouns. 
e.  Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to 

improve expression in conventional language.* 
 I can recognize variations of standard English in writing and correct those areas. 

6.L.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
              a. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.* 

 I can use punctuation to set off nonrestrictive elements. 

                b. Spell correctly. 
 I can spell correctly. 

6.L.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
               a. Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.* 

 I can vary sentence patterns for interest and style. 

 I can maintain consistency in style and tone while writing and speaking. 

                b. Maintain consistency in style and tone.*  

 I can maintain consistency in style and tone while writing and speaking. 
 6.L.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple‐meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from  a range of strategies. 
                   a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word       
                       or phrase. 

       I can use context clues to figure out word meanings. 

                   b. Use common, grade‐appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 
       I can use common Greek and Latin affixes and roots to figure out word meanings. 

                   c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine 
                       or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

       I can use reference materials to determine pronunciation, meaning, or part of speech of a word. 

                   d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

       I can verify what I think a word means by looking it up. 

 

  
 



  

6.L.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
       a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context. 

       I can interpret figures of speech in context. 

       b. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to better understand each of the words. 

       I can use the relationships between words to better understand each word’s meaning. 
       c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful,     
            and thrifty.) 

       I can distinguish among connotations and denotations of words. 

 
6.L.6 Acquire and use accurately grade--‐ appropriate general academic and domain--‐specific words and 
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 I can use vocabulary appropriate to sixth grade topics. 

 I can use resources to determine the meaning a word or phrase important for comprehension and/or expression.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Questions 
What does command of the conventions of standard English grammar mean to you? How can you show your understanding of the conventions of standard 
English grammar when writing or speaking? How will you recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person?(L.6.1) 
 
How can you use and demonstrate standard conventions to purposefully communicate intention and meaning to your reader? What conventions did you 
use?(L.6.2) 
 
What sentence patterns can you use when writing? How can language be used to convey specific meanings or particular effects to the reader?(L.6.3) 
 
In what ways can you determine clarity of the meaning of words? Why is it important to clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple meanings words and 
phrases using context clues? What tools can you find that will help you with reference materials? How can you draw from a variety of skills including using 
context and function to determine word’s meaning, analyzing unknown words using knowledge of Greek and Latin roots, and developing the skills to use 
reference tools when necessary? (L.6.4) 
 
How will you apply your understanding more directly to your reading and writing by analyzing how word choice impacts the meaning of a text? (L.6.5) 
 
 In what ways could you gather knowledge when encountering an unknown term? How will you support and apply conversational, academic, and 
domain‐specific vocabulary? (L.6.6) 
 
Language Skills for 1st 6 Weeks 
 

• In what ways could you gather knowledge when encountering an unknown term? How will you support and apply 
conversational, academic, and domain‐specific vocabulary?(L.6.6) Identify the correct use of nouns (i.e., common/proper, 
singular/plural, possessives) and pronouns (i.e., agreement, subject, object) within context. 

 

• Identify within context a variety of appropriate sentence-combining techniques (i.e., comma used with coordinating 
conjunctions, introductory words, appositives, interrupters). 

 

• Select the most appropriate method to correct a run-on sentence (i.e.,conjunctions, semicolons, and periods to join or 
separate elements). 

 

• Identify the correct use of commas (i.e., compound sentences, coordinating conjunctions, introductory words, appositives, 
interrupters) within context. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

1st 6 Weeks Speaking and Listening Standards Addressed 

 

Focus Standards 
 
 
6.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one--‐on--‐one, in groups, 
and teacher--‐led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on 
the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

 I can prepare for a class discussion and participate by referring to my findings during discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
 I can follow agreed-upon rules for class discussions, carry-out my role, and meet goals and deadlines. 

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under        
discussion. 

 I can ask and answer questions during a discussion to elaborate on the remarks of others and contribute to the 

discussion. 

d. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing. 
 I can review ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives presented during the 

discussion. 

 

 

Essential Questions 
 
What does “collaboration” look like to you? How will you demonstrate and practice an effective method of collaboration while 
expressing your own ideas clearly and convincingly? (SL.6.1) 

 



 

Resources for 1st 6 Weeks 

  

Resources                                             
Stories 
“Eleven” by Sandra Cisneros 

“Mummies, Tombs, and Treasures: Secrets of  
 Ancient Egypt” by: Lila Perl 

“A Viking Voyage”: Time for Kids Story ( NF) 
 
 
 

Poems 
“A Navajo Thunder Song” 

 
 
Novels 

The Golden Goblet by: Eloise Jarvis McGraw  
(930 lexile level) 

 
Non-fiction 

Hurricanes: Monsters in Motion  (Red level-1010 lexile level) 
Working with Weather (Blue Level-990 lexile level) 
The Changing Face of Archaeology-(Red level-870 lexile level) 
Scope Magazine 
 

RFU 

A+ 

Vocabulary 
(Building Academic Vocabulary) 
Collaborate                   Key ideas 
Perspectives                 Discussion 
References                    Literal 
Textual evidence         Analysis 
Inference                      Cite 
Propaganda                   
Central idea                  Summary 
Personal opinion          Judgment 
Narratives                     Technique 
Descriptive details       Sequence 
 
 
 

 
 
Assessment 
Probes 

1st 6 wks ELA Assessment Part A 

1st 6 wks ELA Assessment Part B 
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2nd 6 Weeks Literature Standards Addressed 

 

Focus Standards 
 
 

6.RL.3  Describe how a particular story or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or 
change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 
Learning Targets: 

 I can define and identify the element of a plot structure (introduction, rising action, climax, falling action and resolution). 

 I can explain how plot is developed by key events and situations experienced by the characters. 

 I can explain the qualities of characters based on direct evidence (qualities stated) in the text. 

 I can explain the qualities of characters based on indirect evidence (inferred qualities based on what they say, do, feel, and think) in the text. 

 I can explain how characters change throughout a story. 
 
 
 

6.RL.6 Explain how an author develops the point of view  of the narrator or speaker in a text. 
Learning Targets: 
 I can identify narrator’s point of view as: 
--‐ first person (narrator tells about her/himself; “I”) 
--‐second person (narrator speaks directly to reader;“you”) 
--‐third person (narrator tells about others; “he/she/it”) 
--‐third person limited (narrator tells about others but know the thoughts of one character), or 
--‐third person omniscient (narrator tells the story about others and know the thoughts of all characters) 

 I can explain how an author develops the narrator’ point of view by revealing thoughts, feelings actions, and spoken words. 



2nd 6 Weeks Informational Text Standards Addressed 

 

Focus Standards 
 

 
 
 
6.RI.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text. 
  
Learning Targets: 
 I can figure out an author’s point of view (how the author feels about the situation or topic). 

 I can figure out an author’s reason for writing the text. 

 I can explain how an author developed the point of view by revealing thoughts, feelings, actions, and/or spoken words. 

 
 
 
6.RI.7 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a 
coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 
 
Learning Targets: 

 I can put together information from different media (text, video, sound, graphs, pictures, diagrams, charts, etc.) to develop a clear 
     understanding of a topic or issue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Questions(Literature & Informational Text) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What is plot? How can you describe the elements of a plot and how a particular story fits into the plots structure? What is a 
resolution? How will you critique your ability to recognize how characters respond and change as the plot moves forward?(RL.6.3) 
 
From what point of view is this text written? How does the point of view from which a text is written affect the content and style 
of the text? What is the author’s purpose for writing this text? How does author’s purpose shape the content and style of a 
text?(RL.6.6) 
 
What is the author’s purpose for writing this text? How does author’s purpose shape the content and style of a text? From what 
point of view is the text written? How does point of view affect the reader’s interpretation or understanding of the text? (RI.6.6) 
 

What are some formats used for the purpose of gaining information? How can you synthesize this information to improve your 
understanding of a subject? Why is it important to evaluate the effectiveness of different types of multimedia formats? How 
would you compare and contrast this information to improve your understanding of a subject? (RI.6.7) 

 
 
 
 



2nd & 3rd 6 Weeks Writing Standards Addressed 

 

Focus Standards 
 

6.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, 
organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
Learning Targets:  

 I can write an informative piece, which examines a topic and convey ideas, where I: 

a. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, 
and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

 Can introduce a topic, organize ideas with appropriate structure, include formatting and graphics when useful 

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
 Can use facts, definitions, details, and quotations, or other examples to develop the topic 

c. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
 Can use appropriate transitions to clarify relationships among ideas 

d. Use precise language and domain--‐specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
 Can use precise language and vocabulary to explain about the topic 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
 Can establish and maintain a formal style 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation presented. 
 Can provide a concluding statement or section 

 
6.W.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when 
appropriate. 

 I can conduct short research projects, that use several sources to answer a specific question. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Questions(Writing) 
  
  

 
 
 
What is the meaning of informative/explanatory texts mean? How can you utilize the understanding, organization, and conveying 
complex information in a written composition? What does deep and thorough understanding look like to you? Why is it important 
to acquire a deep and thorough? (W.6.2) 
 
 
What strategies can you utilize to conduct a short research project? Why is it important to have a good understanding of the 
research question(s)? What sources could you use to conduct your research? How will you assess the accuracy of the information 
from each source? How did you determine the 
information from source wasn’t appropriate for your research question (and should not be included)? (W.6.7) 
 



2nd 6 Weeks Language Skills 

 
 

• Identify the correct use of verbs (i.e., action, linking, regular/irregular, agreement) within context. 
 

• Identify sentences with correct subject-verb agreement (person/number) within context. 
 

• Identify the correct spelling of plurals and possessives. 
 

• Identify correctly and incorrectly spelled words in context. 



 2nd 6 Weeks Speaking and Listening Standards Addressed 

 

 

Focus Standards 
 

 

 
6.SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. (See grade 6 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.) 
 
Learning Targets: 

 I can identify various reasons for speaking (e.g., informational, descriptive, formal, and informal). 

 I can determine if I need to use formal or informal English for a particular speaking tasks. 

 I can compose a formal speech that demonstrates a command of grade 6 Language standards. 
 

Essential Questions 
 
What does formal English mean to you? How can you determine language that is appropriate and 
effective for addressing a variety of audiences and purposes?(SL.6.6) 



Resources                                             
Stories 
“Cleopatra’s Lost Palace”- Time for Kids  

 (non-fiction) 
 
 

Poems 
Ancient Egypt Poems 

 
Novels 
The Golden Goblet by: Eloise Jarvis McGraw  

(930 lexile level) continued 
 

Non-fiction 

Last Summer with Maizon  (Red level)-“Jazzman” 
Bound Over  (Red Level-960 lexile level)-“TaNaEka” 
Hurricane Rescue  (Red Level-1020 lexile level)- “ # st” 
To the Rescue (Green Level-910 lexile level)- “# st” 
Matilda O’Neill (Blue Level-970 lexile level)- “# st” 
History of Karate (Green Level-860 lexile level)-“O/K/B” 
Scope Magazine 

 
RFU 
 A+ 

Resources for 2nd 6 Weeks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Vocabulary 
(Building Academic Vocabulary 
 Character development 
Plot                              Plot structure 
Point of view               Author’s viewpoint 
Narrator                       Author’s point of view                
First person                 Third person limited 
Third person                omniscient 
 Format                        Informative Texts         
Explanatory Texts       Topic                              
 Ideas                            Source          
Concepts                       Information 
Definition                     Classification                        
Inquiry                           Speech 
Context                          Formal English 
Purpose 

 
Assessments 
Probes 
2nd 6 wks ELA Assessment Part A 

2nd 6 wks ELA Assessment Part B 
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3rd 6 Weeks Literature Standards Addressed 
 

 
 

Focus Standards 
 
 

6.RL.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
 
Learning Targets: 

 I can identify figurative language in the text (e.g. simile, metaphor, hyperbole, personification, alliteration, onomatopoeia). 

 I can figure out the intended meaning of the figurative language. 

 I can identify words I do not know and use strategies (context clues, glossary, dictionary, etc.) to figure out their meaning. 
 
 

 
6.RL.7 Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an 
audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when reading the text 
to what they perceive when they listen or watch. 
 
Learning Targets: 

 I can explain the mental images that occur while reading (what I see and hear). 

 I can compare and contrast mental images created while reading and the images presented in a media or live version of the same text. 
 
 
 
 
 



3rd 6 Weeks Informational Text Standards Addressed 

 

Focus Standards 
 
 
 

6.RI.3  Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text 
(e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 
 
Learning Targets: 

 I can identify which people, ideas, and/or events are important for the text to be true. 

 I can explain how an author uses examples to tell me about people, ideas, and/or events. 

 I can explain how an author uses details about people, ideas, and/or events to affect the text. 

 

6.RI.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, 
and technical meanings. 

 
Learning Targets: 

 I can identify figurative language in the text (e.g. simile, metaphor, hyperbole, personification, alliteration, onomatopoeia). 

 I can figure out the intended meaning of the figurative language. 

 I can recognize words that have technical meaning and understand their purpose in a specific text (e.g. “stem” in an article about flowers versus 
“stem” in an article about cell research). 

 I can identify words I do not know and use strategies (context clues, glossary, dictionary, etc.) to figure out their meaning. 

 I can recognize the difference between denotative (dictionary) meanings of words and connotative (hinted) meanings of words. 



Essential Questions 

 
 
 
What does figurative and connotative language mean? How will you determine and interpret the meaning of unfamiliar words? 
How will you demonstrate the ability to recognize and explain the meaning and impact of the meaning of specific word choice and 
tone in a passage?(RL.6.4) 

 
How is reading a text different from listening to an audio recording of the same text? How would you compare the two in terms of 
the way it affects you? How is reading a text different from watching a video recording or a live performance of the same text? 
After reading a text, how would you compare the video to how you had perceived the text in your mind?(RL.6.7) 
 
How did the author introduce the key individual in the text? What evidence did the author present to elaborate on the key 
individual? How is a key event presented in the text? What long‐term effects did this key event have on the key individual in the 
text? What is the key idea presented in the text? How would you analyze the key idea as it relates to the individual/individuals in 
the text? (RI.6.3) 
 
What does figurative and connotative language mean? How will you determine and interpret the meaning of unfamiliar words? 
What criteria will you use to determine meaning and tone in a passage? How will you demonstrate the ability to recognize and 
explain the meanings of specific word choice and tone in a passage?(RI.6.4) 

 
 
 



 
3rd 6 Weeks Language Skills 

 

• Identify the correct use of prepositional phrases (place prepositional phrases correctly according to the 
words they modify within the sentence) within context. 

 
 

 

 

• Recognize usage errors occurring within context (i.e., double negatives, troublesome words {to/too/two, 
their/there/they’re, its/it’s, sit/set, lie/lay, affect/effect, may/can, leave/let, teach/learn, accept/except,  
capitol/capital, principle/principal, between/among}). 



 

3rd 6 Weeks Speaking and Listening Standards Addressed 

 

Focus Standards 
 

 
 
 
6.SL.2 Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and 
explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study. 
 
 
Learning Targets: 

 I can summarize the key ideas presented in variety of media and formats (e.g., charts, graphs, tables, websites, speeches, video clips, etc). 

 I can explain how media and formats add meaning to a topic, text, or issue. 
 
 

 
Essential Questions 
 
What is the meaning of “Interpret?” How will you interpret and evaluate information given in a diverse set of media and formats?  



Resources for 3rd 6 Weeks 

 

                                                                                                  

Resources                                             
Stories 
“Singing Man”- African Folktale 

“Is this Ancient Bone the World’s First     
Flute?”-Time for Kids (NF) 

 
Poems 

“O Captain, My Captain” 
 
Novels 

A Wrinkle in Time by: Madeleine L'Engle 
(740 lexile level)  

 
Non-fiction 

The History  of the Special Olympics  (Red level-870 
lexile level)-“Boy of Unusual Vision” 
Mike Utley: Against All Odds (Blue Level-1020 lexile 
level)-“Boy of Unusual Vision” 
Picture This: Paintings of the Caves(Red Level) 
Scope Magazine 

 
RFU 
A+ 
 

Vocabulary 
(Building Academic Vocabulary) 
Figurative language                 Onomatopoeia 
Connotative language             Metaphor 
Simile                                         Personification 
Imagery                                     Hyperbole 
Compare                                   Contrast                                           
Story                                          Drama                                              
Poem                                         Audio                                                
Video                                         Character development 
Characterization                      Relevant/irrelevant 
Technical meanings                Media                                        
Issue 
 
 

Assessments 
Probes 

3rd  6 wks ELA Assessment Part A 

3rd   6 wks ELA Assessment Part B 

 
 
 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/redirect_by_legacy?type=contributor&legacy_id=3282&cw=true


4th 6 Weeks Literature and Informational Text Standards  

 

Focus Standards 
 

6.RL.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and 
contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 
 
Learning Targets: 

 I can locate evidence in a text that supports its theme, setting, or plot. 

 I can explain why an author chooses a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or stanza. 

 I can explain how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or stanza contributes to the overall text (theme, setting, or plot). 
 
 

6.RI.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.  
 Learning Targets: 
 I can figure out an author’s point of view (how the author feels about the situation or topic). 

 I can figure out an author’s reason for writing the text. 

 I can explain how an author developed the point of view by revealing thoughts, feelings, actions, and/or spoken words. 
 
 

6.RI.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by 
reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 
Learning Targets: 

 I can identify the difference between fact and opinion. 

 I can identify the side of an argument an author presents in a text. 

 I can identify arguments and claims (ideas) that are supported by fact(s) and those that are opinion(s). 

 I can judge the argument an author provides to decide if it is well supported by evidence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Questions 
 

 
What are the structural elements of a text? How does a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fit into the overall structure 
of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot? What does the text’s overall scope mean? How will 
you connect the individual elements of a work (section, chapter, scene, or stanza, etc.) to contribute to the text’s overall scope? 
What does form and function mean? How will you develop the ability to recognize how form relates to function and how a part 
relates to a whole? (RL.6.5) 
 
 
 
What is the author’s purpose for writing this text? How does author’s purpose shape the content and style of a text? From what 
point of view is the text written? How does point of view affect the reader’s interpretation or understanding of the text?(RI.6.6) 
 
 
 
How can you recognize the argument or claims made within a specific text? What could you do to articulate your understanding of 
the argument or claims made within a specific text? What criteria can you use to choose specific quotes or passages from a text? 
How can you determine if the quotes or passages contribute to the argument or claim of the text? (RI.6.8) 

 
 
 



4th & 5th 6 Weeks Writing Standards Addressed 

Focus Standards 
 

6.W.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
 

a. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres [e.g., stories 
and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories] in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics”). 

 I can use evidence from literature to support analysis, reflection, and research in my writing. 
 

b. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 

distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not”). 

 I can use evidence from informational text to support analysis, reflection, and research in my writing. 
 

Essential Questions 
                                       
            

                                            
 

What is the difference between literary and informational texts? Why is it important 

to use a variety of texts when doing research in preparation for writing? What is the 

difference between reflective and analytical literature? How can you compare and 

contrast reflective and analytical literature?  Why is it important to evaluate the 

validity of the key details that support claims within informational pieces? What 

criteria can you use to evaluate the validity of the key details that support claims 

within informational pieces?  What process will you use to turn the key details into a 

written piece, either reflective or analytical, or both? (W6.9) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



4th 6 Weeks Language Skills 
 
  

• Identify the correct use of pronouns (i.e., agreement, subject, object) within context. 
 

    
• Choose the appropriate interjection to complete a sentence.  

 

  

• Identify the correct use of conjunctions (i.e., coordinating and subordinating) and interjections within 
context. 

 
 



4th 6 Weeks Speaking and Listening Standards Addressed 

Focus Standards 
 

6.SL.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons 
and evidence from claims that are not. 
Learning Targets: 

 I can identify the side of an argument a speaker presents. 

 I can determine the truthfulness of a speaker. 

 I can determine the speaker’s purpose. 

 I can identify claims that are supported by fact and those that are opinions. 

 I can use the evidence the speaker provides to decide if the argument is convincing. 

6.SL.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and 
details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 
pronunciation. 
Learning Targets: 

 I can determine a logical sequence for presenting my claims and findings. 

 I can support my claims with descriptions, facts, and details. 

 I can present my information using appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

Essential Questions 

What does evidence and rhetoric mean to you? Why is it important for you to be 
able to interpret and evaluate a speaker’s point of view and use reasoning and 
evidence? (SL6.3) 
 
What is a line of reasoning? How can you incorporate information, findings, and 
evidence into the line of reasoning? What organization, development, and style 
is appropriate to the task, purpose, and the audience? (SL.6.4) 

 
 
  



 
Resources for 4th 6 Weeks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources                                             
Stories 
“Over the Top of the World” 

“Exploring the Titanic” 
“Back to the Moon” Time for Kids (NF) 
 

Poems 
“Stopping by Woods on Snowy Eve” 

 
Novels 
Little Women by: Louisa May Alcott 

(1300 lexile level) 
Hatchet  by: Gary Paulsen (1020 lexile level)  

 
Non-fiction 

Lewis and Clark  (Blue Level)-“Over the Top of the 
World” 
To the Top of the World: Climbing Mount Everest 
(Red Level-1050 lexile level)- “Over the Top of the 
World” 
Creatures of the Deep( Blue Level- 1000 lexile level) 
“Exploring the Titanic” 
Jacques Cousteau (Red Level-1050 lexile level) “ETT” 

Scope Magazine 

RFU 
A+ 
 
RFU 
 

Vocabulary 
(Building Academic Vocabulary) 
Text structure                Theme 
Setting                             Plot 
Argument                        Specific claims 
Evidence                          Trace 
Evaluate                           Analyze 
Analysis                            Reflection 
Research                          Genre 
Theme                              Evaluate 
Delineate                         Distinguish 
Support                            Accentuate 
 
 
 

Assessment 
Probes 
4th  6 wks ELA Assessment Part A 

4th   6 wks ELA Assessment Part B 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

 
 



5th 6 Weeks Literature and Informational Text Standards  

Focus Standards 
 

 

6.RL.9 Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and 
fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics. 
 
Learning Targets: 
 I can identify the different form of a text (e.g., stories, poems, dramas, etc.) 

 I can explain the characteristics of different genres (e.g., historical fiction, fantasy, science fiction, etc.). 

 I can compare and contrast how two or more forms or genres can communicate the same theme or topic. 
 
 

6.RI.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text 
(e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 
 
Learning Targets: 

 I can identify which people, ideas, and/or events are important for the text to be true. 

 I can explain how an author uses examples to tell me about people, ideas, and/or events. 

 I can explain how an author uses details about people, ideas, and/or events to affect the text. 
 
 

6.RI.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text 
and contributes to the development of the ideas. 
Learning Targets: 
 I can locate evidence in a text that supports its main idea. 

 I can explain why an author chooses a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section. 

 I can explain how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section contributes (adds) to the overall text and its meaning. 



Essential Questions 
 

 
 
 
What two (or more) types of text are you comparing? How can you compare and contrast two types of text? What is the theme that 
the two texts have in common? How will you determine if there is enough to support a particular claim within an informational 
text? (RL.6.9) 

 
What are the structural elements of a text? How does a particular sentence, paragraph, or larger portion of the text fit into the 
overall structure of a text and relate to each other and the whole? .What is the text’s overall scope? How will you connect the 
individual elements of a work (section, chapter, scene, or stanza, etc.) to contribute to the text’s overall scope? (RI.6.5) 

 
 
 



5th 6 Weeks Language Skills 

 

 

 

 

• Identify the correct use of adjectives (i.e., common/proper, comparative forms) and adverbs (i.e., 
comparative forms) within context. 

 
 

• Choose the correct use of quotation marks, commas (i.e., in direct quotations, with explanatory material 
within the quote, proper use with end marks) and colons (i.e., in business letters, preceding a list of items). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



5th 6 Weeks Speaking and Listening Standards Addressed 

 

Focus Standards 
 

6.SL.5 Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual displays in 
presentations to clarify information. 
 
Learning Targets: 

 I can use multimedia and visual displays to make my claims/ideas more clear. 

 
Essential Questions 

 
 
What does multimedia mean to you? How can you implement 
graphics, images, music, sound and visual display in your 
presentations to help add clarification to your content information? 
(SL.6.5) 
 

 
 



Resources for 5th 6 Weeks 

 

                                                                                                  

Resources                                             
Stories 
“Belleorophon:The Flying Horse” 

“Adventures in Space” (NF) 
“Rumpelstiltskin’s Daughter” 

“The History of Money”-Time for Kids (NF) 
 

Poems 
“The Railway Train” 
 

Novels 
Continue Little Women/ Hatchet 

 

Non-fiction/Leveled Readers 
Hercules  (Green level-620 lexile level)-“BFH” 
Helen of Troy (Red Level-1040 lexile level)-“BFH” 
John Glenn: Space Pioneer(Green Level- 900 lexile)”AIS” 
City in Space: International  Space Station (Blue Level-1030 ll) 
Rosa Parks (Green Level-970 lexile)  
Eleanor Roosevelt  (Red Level-970 lexile) 

Scope Magazine 

 
RFU 
A+ 
 
 

Vocabulary 
(Building Academic Vocabulary) 
Clarify                              Affix 
Appositive                       Phrases 
Predicate adjective        Predicate nominative 
Style                                  Tone 
Nuance                             Acquire  
 
 
 
 
 

Assessments 
Probes 
5th   6 wks ELA Assessment Part A 

5th   6 wks ELA Assessment Part B 

 



6th 6 Weeks Literature and Informational Text Standards Addressed 

Focus Standards 
 

 

6.RL.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the 
grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
 

Learning Targets: 
 I can recognize when the text I am reading is too easy or too difficult for me. 

 I can select reading strategies (e.g. visualize, grow theories, ask questions, make connections, infer, take notes, re--‐read) that will help me 
comprehend difficult texts. 
 

6.RI.9 Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written 
by and a biography on the same person). 
 
Learning Targets: 

 I can recognize how authors can present information differently based on their point of view. 

 I can compare (show similarities between) how two forms of text can communicate the same topic or event. 

 I can contrast how (show differences between) two forms of text can communicate the same topic or event. 
 

6.RI.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
Learning Targets: 

 I can recognize when the text I am reading is too easy or too difficult for me. 

 I can determine reading strategies (e.g., ask questions, make connections, take notes, make inferences, visualize, reread) that will help me 
comprehend difficult texts. 



Essential Questions 
 

 
 
 
 
What does complex literary and informational texts look like to you? How will you be able to determine when you are not 
comprehending and making meaning, and be able to apply appropriate strategies in order to increase comprehension when faced 
with difficult text? What can you conclude by being an independent reader? Why is it important to be able to discern and make 
fuller use of text and read independently for future success? (RL.6.9) 
 
What can you do to understand the meaning and purpose behind different types of non‐fiction texts? How can you evaluate the 
effectiveness of different types of genres and formats of nonfiction texts?  What can you do to understand the meaning and 
purpose behind different types of non‐fiction texts? How can you articulate how point of view and purpose contributes to the 
author’s presentation? (RI.6.9) 
 
 

How can you determine if you are not comprehending the text? What strategies can you utilize to understand increasingly difficult 
text?  RI.6.10) 

 
 
 



6th 6 Weeks Writing Standards Addressed 

Focus Standards 
 

6.W.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
 I can write an argument with clear reasons and relevant evidence, where I: 

 

a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly. 

  I can introduce claims and organize the reasons/evidence clearly. 
 

b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

  I can support claims with clear and relevant reasons, use credible sources and demonstrate understanding of the topic.  
 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons. 

  I can use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify relationships among claims/reasons. 
 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
 I can establish and maintain a formal style. 

 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented. 
 I can provide a concluding statement or section that flows from the presented argument. 

Essential Questions 

 

What can you determine from an argument to support claims? Why is it important to 
write arguments to accurately support a given claim with relevant evidence and valid 
reasoning?  What does examining information mean to you? Why is it important to 
examine information in order to be able to construct logical arguments using an 
authoritative, formal, “voice”?  How will you formulate a well supported composition 
so that it is backed by a sound piece of evidence? (W.6.1) 

 



6th 6 Weeks Speaking and Listening Standards Addressed 

 
 

Focus Standards 
 

All Standards Review 

 



 

Resources for 6th 6 Weeks 

 

        Resources                                             
Stories 
“The Great Fire” (Exemplar Text) 

“Mandella” 
“Alexander the Great”  
“A Great Wall?”-Time for Kids (NF) 

 
Poems 

“A Poem for my Librarian, Mrs. Long” 
 
Novels 
The Best School Year Ever by Barbara Robinson 

(1020 lexile level) 

 

Non-fiction/Leveled Readers 
The Wizard of Menlo Park  (Blue level-1120 lexile level)-“Mandela” 
Jackie Robinson (Red Level-1070 lexile level)-“My Friend Flicka” 
Symphony Weekend(Green Level- 1040 lexile)”My Friend Flicka” 
The Road to Independence (Red Level-920 lexile level) “ATG” 
The  Fight for Women’s Suffrage (Blue Level-1170 lexile) “ATG” 

Scope Magazine 

 
RFU 
A+ 
                                                                                

Vocabulary 
(Building Academic Vocabulary) 
Literature                      Stories 
Dramas                          Poems 
Historical fiction          Fantasy 
Graphic novel               Essay 
Documentary                Mythology 
Phrases 
Clauses 
 

 
 

Assessments 
Probes 
6th   6 wks ELA Assessment Part A 

6th   6 wks ELA Assessment Part B 

 



  
 


