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Defining RTI and MTSS

RTI and MTSS are sometimes used interchangeably among educators, but they

are not exactly the same.

Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS) refers to a more comprehensive

approach to supporting the whole-child through various interventions at multiple

levels. Student learning is still central to the MTSS model, but it also addresses

other factors, including the social, emotional, and behavioral development of

students.

Response to Intervention (RTI) provides a framework for effectively utilizing best

instructional practices with a scientifically, research-based curriculum to address

students’ needs. RtI should be viewed as a seamless problem-solving process that

enhances the learning of all children by using consultation and support among all

educators. Parents become partners in intervention support, example students

may take home flashcards, study aides for parents to help with.  Students take

ownership of their learning. Successful implementation of RtI involves four

important components—universal screening; multiple tiers of instruction,

intervention, and support; progress monitoring (data collection and assessment

system used in decision making process); and ensuring fidelity to programs and

processes.
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Universal Screening at GISD

The first step in the RTI process is identifying our students in need of additional

supports. Our campus administrators and teachers dissect the data produced from our

universal screeners three times per year and identify students who have fallen below the

20% cutpoint. Goliad ISD has partnered with Imagine Learning and will utilize their

Reading and Math Diagnostics through MyPath to make informed decisions about our

student’s needs.

MyPath Assessment At-A-Glance:

● Grades K-12 ELA & Math

● Online administration

● Ability to support placing student several grade levels above/below their

chronological grade level

What is the MyPath Assessment?

MyPath Assessments are multi-stage, fully adaptive assessments available for

administration three times per year to students using MyPath K-12. These assessments

measure skills in multiple content domains to provide a reliable, valid measure of each

student’s ability and instructional grade level in English Language Arts (ELA) and Math.

What is the purpose of the MyPath Assessment?

The MyPath Assessments are designed to accurately measure growth and document

progress, whether students are functioning on, below, or above grade level. MyPath uses

the data from these assessments to design an Individualized Learning Path (ILP) for

every student.

Similarly, educators can use this information in the classroom to differentiate

instruction. For districts and schools implementing an RTI or MTSS model, the

assessments can also be used to help identify at-risk students and monitor their

response to intervention.

What is the student experience with the MyPath Assessment?

The MyPath Assessments are designed to be administered at the beginning of the year

(BOY), the middle of the year (MOY), and the end of the year (EOY). When students

first access the assessment, they are presented with a friendly, age-appropriate welcome

activity.

For early learners in K-1, this activity includes opportunities to practice the interactions
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needed to successfully take the test. After the activity, students are guided through three

adaptive stages that present a personalized set of multiple-choice and

technology-enhanced items selected by our adaptive algorithms to quickly identify their

current skill level.

The estimate of the student’s ability is continuously updated as the test adapts to select

items that are appropriately challenging.

ELA Grades K-12 Domains Assessed:

● Print Concepts

● Phonological Awareness

● Phonics and Word Recognition

● Reading Literature

● Conventions

● Vocabulary

● Informational Text Analysis

● Literary Analysis

Math Domains/Skills Assessed:

● Grades K-8

o Number Sense

o Operations and Algebraic Thinking

o Geometry and Measurement

o Data Analysis

● Grade High School

o Number and Quantity

o Algebra

o Functions

o Geometry

o Statistics and Probability

5



Critical Components of the RTI Process

1. A well-designed curriculum and instruction

2. Interventions at increasing levels of intensity

3. Well-trained staff

4. Assessment-driven decision-making.
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The Multi Tiered System of Support

Tier 1 – Universal Supports

Tier 1 consists of enriched, high quality instruction and support given to all students. To

know if Tier 1 supports are working for all students, GISD uses Universal Screening

Data, periodic assessments, as well as other data collected on all students.

Some examples of this type of data include, but are not limited to:

● Discipline data

● STAAR data (Interim and Summative assessments)

● Unit assessment data

● Universal Screening diagnostics from Imagine Learning

● Report card grades including daily and test

● Classroom behavior observations

● Parent input

Examples of current Tier I supports include, but are not limited to:

Campus Resource

Goliad

Elementary

School

Discovery Education

STEMScopes-Math (K-5)

STEMScopes-Science (K-12)

SAVVAS-Social Studies, ELAR

Really Great Reading (K-2 phonics)

Fountas & Pinnell (K-5)

Frog Street & ABC Mouse (Pre-K)

Read Naturally

Social Studies Weekly

Secret Stories PK/HS-2nd

EPIC-Digital Reading Platform

Goliad

Middle

School

Discovery Education

STEMScopes-Science (K-12)

SAVVAS-Social Studies, ELAR(2027) & Spanish

IXL Math (6-8)

Maneuvering the Middle Math Curriculum

Accelerated Reader (6-8)

Read Naturally

ICEV

Goliad High

School

Discovery Education

STEMScopes-Science (K-12)

SAVVAS-Social Studies, ELAR(2027) & Spanish

Quaiver

ICEV

Texas CTE
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Tier 2 – Targeted Interventions and Supports

After analyzing Universal Screening Data, students who demonstrate that they are

at-risk might be provided Tier 2 support to assist them in meeting the school-wide

academic and behavioral expectations. Tier 2 consists of an added layer of instruction

and support given, in addition to the previously described Tier 1 supports.

● Imagine MyPath-K-12

● Edgenuity-6-12 All Students

● Edgenuity Courseware & test prep

● Small group interventions with focus on specific skills

● Behavioral contracts/check in-check out with staff

Tier 3 – Intensive Interventions and Supports

If a student has not made appropriate progress through Tier II, the committee may

decide to put Tier III supports in place. These supports and interventions are the most

intense and individualized out of all the tiers. Students who do not respond to Tier 3

interventions may be referred for special education evaluations.

● Imagine MyPath-K-12

● Edgenuity-6-12 All Students

● Edgenuity Courseware & test prep

● Small group interventions with focus on specific skills

● Added layers of 3:1 or less with focus on specific areas of need
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Progress Monitoring

Campus Tools

Goliad

Elementary

School

DIBELS K-8 Reading

● Dibels Maze for Reading Comprehension

● Dibels Oral Reading Fluency for Fluency Measures

Acadience Math

● Computation and Concept and Applications

Goliad

Middle

School

DIBELS K-8 Reading

● Dibels Maze for Reading Comprehension

● Dibels Oral Reading Fluency for Fluency Measures

Renaissance Reading Growth Measures

Acadience Math

● Computation and Concept and Applications

IXL

MyPath Progress Measures

Easy CBM

Goliad High

School

Edgenuity Courseware Progress Measures

Edgenuity Test Prep Progress Measures

How it Happens

A teacher may choose to monitor a student’s growth on or off grade level, depending on

the specific need of each individual child. This is a quick assessment that occurs weekly

to help the teacher determine the growth being made as a result of interventions that the

student is receiving. Progress checks occur during WIN time during the school day.
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Decision Making Process

RTI Tier Process

Tier 1: Low Risk

At or above benchmark

in core program

1. Universally Screen all students

2. Review the data from screener

3. On level - continue Tier I

4. Below 20% cutpoint - move to Tier II

a. Tier II interventions are delivered by a certified

teacher during WIN time.

Tier 2: Some Risk

Below benchmark in

core program

1. Identify students below grade level based on data.

2. Meet with RTI team to identify students in need of

intervention. (sometimes a student may fall below the

cutpoint on the universal screener, but has other data that

supports they are on grade level. In this case, a student may

not need intervention.)

3. Identify skills to target

4. Develop a plan for intervention and document in Frontline.

5. Notify parents of interventions and student instructional level

via mailed letter.

6. Implement intervention plan and progress monitor weekly.

7. Review student progress every 9 weeks

8. If student meets goal - back to Tier I

9. If student is not making progress, move to Tier III.

Tier 3: At Risk

Unsuccessful in core

program

1. RTI team will review student progress from Tier II

2. Develop a new plan for intervention with more support than

student received in Tier II.

3. Notify parents of the change in intervention and Tier

movement.

4. Implement new intervention plan and progress monitor.

5. Review student progress every 6 weeks.

6. If student meets goal - back to Tier II intervention

7. If student is not meeting their goal after 12 weeks - discuss

possibility of additional assessment with team and parent.

**Students who may have a disability should be referred for a full and individual evaluation

for special education services. States and LEAs have an obligation and requirement under

federal law (34 CFR § 300.111 Child Find) to see that evaluations of children suspected of

having a disability are not delayed or denied because of schools using an RtI strategy.
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Campus RTI Team

Each campus in the district has a Response to Intervention Team. The team is

student-centered and facilitates a process that results in the implementation of targeted

strategies, accommodations, and services that will enable students to be successful in

school.

RTI Core Members (Required) RTI Support Members (As needed)

Principal Counselor

● Facilitates the implementation of the RTI

process on their campus

● Consults with teachers regularly to ensure

interventions and progress monitoring are

implemented with fidelity

● Ensures parent communication occurs

● Serves as an additional source of

information on student behavior, academic

performance, etc.

● May provide social/emotional interventions

to Tier II or III students

Classroom Teacher Campus Testing Coordinator

● Administers universal screener in the

classroom

● Delivers TIer I core curriculum.

● Refers students who are struggling

learners to the RTI team

● Collects student work samples

● May implement Tier II or III interventions

as appropriate

● Assists team in STAAR testing

accommodation decision making process

● May assist with gathering data from

assessments for the decision making

process

Interventionist District Behavior Specialist

● Implements Tier II and III interventions

for students with fidelity

● Monitors progress of RTI students

● Ensures parent communication occurs via

phone

● Provides data for teams meeting on

students for behavioral or social/emotional

purposes

● Assists decision making process for

attendance support

Campus or District RTI Coordinator Parent/Guardian

● Schedules and facilitates RTI meetings

● Maintains PEIMS reports and codings

● Inputs team data into Frontline

● Ensures parent communication occurs via

mail

● Coordinates collection of school wide data

for team to use

● Participates in ongoing communication

about their child’s educational

performances and progress

● Provides additional input to the team
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Parent Partnership in the RTI Process

At Goliad ISD, we will partner with our parents in the RTI decision making

process. We believe that our parents are able to provide critical data regarding

our students. Parents will  be informed about their student’s progress, or lack

thereof, through either a letter, phone call, or conference.

*As Goliad ISD continues to be the model of excellence for success through tradition and

innovations, our MTSS Framework is subject to update throughout the school year as

we continuously strive for growth among our student and adult learners.
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