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Judicial Power
(to apply the laws 

to specific 
situations)

Executive Power
(to carry out the 

laws)

Legislative Power
(to make the 

laws)
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Articles of Confederation

Powers of the 
Confederation 
Government

*Declare war

*Negotiate treaties

*Manage foreign affairs

*Coin (print) money

*establish a postal system

*establish a military from 
troops contributed by states

Limits on the 
Confederation 
Government

*No power to enforce laws

*no national courts to 
settle dispute between the 

states

*No power to tax

*No power to regulate 
trade: could not put tariffs 

on foreign goods

Structure of the 
Confederation 
Government

*One branch of 
government: Congress (a 

one-house legislature)

*One vote in Congress for 
each state

*No national executive

*no national courts
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Organization of the U.S. Constitution

Preamble.  The preamble states the purpose of 
the document.

Article I. 
Defines the 

powers & 
structures of 

the 
legislative 

branch 
(Congress)

Article II.
Creates the 
executive 
branch of 

government 
(U.S. 

President)

Article III.
Establishes 
the judicial 

branch of the 
government 

(Supreme 
Court)

Article IV.
Outlines the 
obligations 

of the 
states to 

each other.

Article V.
Describes the 

process by 
which the 

Constitution 
may be 
altered. 

(Amendments)

Article VI.
Establishes 

that the U.S. 
Constitution 

is the 
supreme law 
of the land.
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“form a more 
perfect union.”

“establish justice.”
“insure domestic 

tranquility 
(peace).”

“provide for the 
common 
defense.”

“promote the 
general welfare 
(well-being of 

citizens).”

“secure the 
blessings of 

liberty.”
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People vote 
for

Electors 
who vote for

President
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Legislative

Senate

House of 
Representatives

Executive President
Vice President

Cabinet

Judicial

Supreme Court

Other Federal 
Courts
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Grievances listed in the 
Declaration of Independence

Where each was addressed in the 
U.S. Constitution

The king imposed taxes without the consent 
of the colonists.

U.S. Constitution provides that all taxes must 
be approved by the House of 
Representatives.

The King made the military superior to the 
civil government.

U.S. Constitution provides that the 
Commander-in-Chief is a civilian – the 
President.

The King kept a large standing army among 
the colonists.

Congress has the right to raise and support 
an army.  It determines its size through its 
control of funds.

The King made judges dependent on his will. All federal judges are appointed for life.
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Impact of Colonial Grievances on the Constitution

Grievances listed in the Declaration of 
Independence

Where each was addressed in the Bill of Rights

The King refused colonists permission to petition for 
a redress of their grievances.

The First Amendment guarantees citizens the right 
to petition the government for a redress of 
grievances.

The King quartered troops in the colonists’ homes 
without their permission.

The Third Amendment prohibits the quartering of 
soldiers in people’s homes.

The King deprived some colonists of a trial by jury. The Sixth Amendment guarantees a trial by jury to 
all persons accused of a crime.
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