
 
Special Programs 

Gifted and Talented Students 
 
 
Rio Vista ISD recognizes the gifted and talented as those whose abilities, talents, and potential 
for accomplishment are so outstanding that they require a variety of special provisions to meet 
their educational needs. 
 
GOALS 
The goals of the Rio Vista ISD Gifted and Talented Program are to provide opportunities to: 
○ Enhance student understanding of self and others 
○ Develop student skills in creative thinking, critical thinking, and logical reasoning 
○ Strengthen student ability to apply depth and complexity to core subject areas of study 
○ Develop self-directed and life-long learning skills 
○ Extend student skills in research and independent study 
○ Broaden student skills in written, visual, and oral communication 
○ Experience in-depth and accelerated/compacted knowledge and understanding of 

curriculum content 
 

MISSION 
The mission of the Gifted and Talented Program is to provide a challenging learning 
environment that nurtures the unique potential of gifted students so that as citizens of a global 
society in the twenty-first century they can contribute ethically and productively in ways 
commensurate with their abilities. 
 
The Rio Vista Independent School District recognizes the gifted and talented as those students 
whose abilities, talents, and potential for accomplishment are so outstanding that they require a 
variety of special provisions to meet their educational needs. As students, they are found in all 
races, socioeconomic groups, geographic locales, and environments; as adults they are the 
leaders in government, medicine, invention, the creative arts, the communicative arts, 
philosophy, industry, science, and many other fields. In a democratic society which seeks to offer 



educational opportunities appropriate to each student's ability, it is incumbent to provide for the 
unique needs of the gifted and talented. 
 
Rio Vista Independent School District recognizes the state definition established by the Texas 
Education Agency as follows: "gifted and talented student" means a child or youth who performs 
at or shows the potential for performing at a remarkably high level of accomplishment when 
compared to others of the same age, experience, or environment and who: 

■ exhibits high performance capability in an intellectual, creative, or artistic area; 
■possesses an unusual capacity for leadership; or 
■ excels in a specific academic field. 

 
PHILOSOPHY 
The philosophy of the Rio Vista ISD program for gifted and talented students encompasses five 
core beliefs: 

1. We believe that gifted students have unique educational needs that demand the nurture and 
advocacy of a differentiated academic program. 

2.  We believe that it is essential for gifted students to interact with their intellectual peers, as 
well as all student peers. 

3. We believe that balanced programming for gifted students provides for both cognitive and 
affective development. 

4. We believe that effective gifted programming equips students with the necessary skills to 
become self-directed, lifelong learners. 

5. We believe that a program for gifted students must constantly challenge students in order 
to develop their potential to become exceptional contributors to society. 

 
EXPECTATIONS 
Gifted/Talented students are expected: 
○ To become self-directed in the areas of ideas and product development. 
○ To develop high degrees of task commitment and time management to set goals and work 

toward them. 
○ To demonstrate positive attitudes toward self and others with cooperative behaviors. 
○ To attain work of exceptionally high quality. 
○ To present public presentations of work. 

 
 
IDENTIFICATION PROCESS FOR GIFTED & TALENTED PROGRAM 
 
KINDERGARTEN SCREENING  
○ Quantitative Data: 



■ Cognitive Abilities Assessment 
■ Achievement Assessments 

○ Qualitative Data for students with quantitative data that indicates a possible need for gifted 
services: 

■ Teacher Rating Inventory 
■ Creativity/Problem Solving Portfolio 

SECOND GRADE SCREENING 
○ Quantitative Data: 

■ Cognitive Abilities Assessment 
■ Achievement Assessments 

○ Qualitative Data for students with quantitative data that indicates a possible need for gifted 
services: 

■ Teacher Rating Inventory 
■ Creativity/Problem Solving Portfolio 

  
SPRING SCREENING REFERRALS 
Students in 1st or 3rd through 11th grades may be referred by teachers or parents (or self in 
grades 7-12) to determine eligibility for Gifted and Talented services. 
○ Quantitative data such as cognitive abilities and achievement assessments. 
○ Teachers complete a Teacher Rating Inventory on nominees. 

 
SCHEDULE FOR ASSESSMENTS 
○ All kindergarten students are screened in the first semester and, if qualified, will begin 

services on or before March 1. 
○ All second grade students are screened in the second semester and, if qualified, will begin 

services the following school year. 
○ Assessment for nominated students will be conducted in the spring. 
○ At parent request, students new to the district will be assessed during the 1st six weeks after 

enrollment. 
 
DISTRICT SELECTION COMMITTEE 
○ The District has a standing committee, which is responsible for student selection for 

placement in the Rio Vista ISD Gifted and Talented Program. 
○ The committee is composed of the RVISD District GT staff and GT campus coordinators 

and/or GT classroom teachers. 
 

DUTIES OF SELECTION COMMITTEE 
○ Select students eligible for Gifted & Talented services using data provided through the 

assessment process 



○ Make committee consensus decisions 
○ Grant furloughs and approve exits from Gifted and Talented Program 

 
NOTIFICATION TO PARENTS 
The District shall provide written notification to parents of students who qualify for service 
through the District’s gifted and talented program. Participation in any program or services 
provided for gifted students shall be voluntary, and the District shall obtain written permission 
from the parents before placing a student in a gifted and talented program. 
 
FURLOUGHS AND EXIT PROVISIONS 
The district may place on a furlough any student who is unable to maintain satisfactory 
performance or whose educational needs are not being met within the structure of the gifted and 
talented program. A furlough may be initiated by the District, the parent, or the student.  
 
In accordance with the Board-approved program, a furlough shall be granted for specified reason 
and for a specified period of time. At the end of a furlough, the student may reenter the gifted 
and talented program, be placed on another furlough, or be exited from the program. 
 
If at any time the gifted and talented program selection committee or a parent determines it is in 
the best interest of the student to exit the program, the committee shall meet with the parent and 
student before finalizing an exit decision. 
 
APPEALS 
A parent, student, or educator may appeal any final decision of the selection committee regarding 
selection for or exit from the gifted and talented program. Appeals shall be made first to the 
selection committee. Any subsequent appeals shall be made in accordance with FNG(LOCAL) 
beginning at Level Two. 
 
PROGRAM EVALUATION 
The District shall annually evaluate the effectiveness of District's gifted and talented program, 
and the results of the evaluation shall be used to modify and update the District and campus 
improvement plan.s The District shall include parents in the evaluation process and shall share 
the information with Board members, administrators, teachers, counselors, students in the gifted 
and talented program, and the community.  
 
The District’s gifted and talented program shall address effective use of funds for programs and 
services consistent with the standards in the state plan for gifted and talented students. 
 



The District shall annually report to the Texas Education Agency (TEA) regarding funding used 
to implement the District’s gifted and talented program. The District shall annually certify to 
TEA: 
 

1. The establishment of a gifted and talented prgram by the District; and 
2. That the District’s program is consistent with the state plan for gifted and talented 

students. 

  



Gifted and Talented 

2020-2021 School Year 

 

In an effort to better serve students with advanced learning needs, Rio Vista ISD has open 
nominations for gifted and talented identification for students in 1st and 3rd through 11th grade 
each spring. 

If you are interested in having your child screened for RVISD’s Gifted and Talented Program, 
there are a number of important things to remember: 

● February 1, 2021: Referral Forms will be made available online and at the campus 
● February 26, 2021, 3:00 p.m.: Referral Form deadline. 
● March 15 – April 23, 2021: GT screening and assessment will be administered at the 

student’s home campus during the school day. 
● April 26 – May 3, 2021: All scoring and ratings will be completed by GT assessment 

teams. 
● May 10 - 14, 2021: Campus and parents will receive results. 
● August 2022: GT services begin for newly identified students. 

*Students who were already screened this year must wait a full year before being retested. All 
kindergarten students are screened in the fall and 2nd grade students will be screened in the 
spring this year. 

 
  
 

 
 
 


