
August 8, 2022 

 

Dear Seventh Grade Band Parents, 

 

Summer band went really well, and now we are ready to begin the new school year. I have spoken to the band about the 

importance of practice, and this is something you can help me with at home as well. Try to follow these guidelines:   

 

1. Help your child out by providing a quiet place where they will not be distracted by the TV, computer, phone, 

tablet, cat, dog, little brother or sister, etc. 

2. Practice at the same time every day. When we have a set schedule, we are more apt to follow it. 

3. Ask, “What have you been playing in band? Can I hear it?” or “Do you have a playing test this week? Are you 

ready for it?” When kids are held accountable, they usually follow through. 

 

Being a musician is hard work, and it takes a commitment in order to get better. The kids have all taken the necessary first 

steps. They have signed up for band, obtained an instrument, and completed summer lessons. Now it is going to be a joint 

effort between all of us to ensure that each and every one of them succeeds.     

 

To ensure this success, it will be necessary for us to monitor each student’s practice habits. Today all band students received 

their practice card for the first nine-week grading period. This card is to be kept in the same place all the time. I suggest 

stapling it to the inside of their agenda. Every time your child practices, they need to write it down in the box on the practice 

card. (All boxes have dates in them.) Please make sure they are writing the time down in the correct box! Sometimes students 

don’t pay attention to the dates on the practice card and put the time on the wrong week. Only practice cards that are filled out 

correctly will be accepted. 

 

At the end of the week (Sunday), you will need to total the minutes and sign it. Please do not sign the card unless the 

practice time is filled out. This helps to keep everyone honest! 

 

It is important to note that practice at home is not always about playing their instruments. If a student is working on note 

names, fingerings, or rhythms, that still counts in their minutes for the week. This is helpful to know in these beginning stages, 

because students will tire quickly.  

 

Practice cards are a weekly band grade. Each student must practice 90 minutes total each week to earn an “A”. Here is the 

grading scale: 

 

 90 minutes = 30 points = A 

 75-89 minutes = 26 points = B+ 

 60-74 minutes = 23 points = C+ 

 45-59 minutes = 21 points = C- 

  

Practice time over 90 minutes or less than 45 minutes will earn 5 points for each 15 minutes of recorded time. This is a great 

way to earn some extra credit, or to “make up” a missed practice card! Students are ALWAYS welcome to practice over the 

required amount of time, and will receive extra credit when they do. I grade and record all practice cards on Monday during 

bell work. They must have a signature to get credit, and they must show the card to me so that I can put a grade on it whether it 

is completed or not. If they do not have it completed, I will accept them on Tuesday for full credit, but I will not ask for it. It is 

their responsibility to show it to me. I will accept them Wednesday through Friday for half credit. After that they will receive a 

“0”. 

 

To reiterate, all students MUST show me their practice card on Monday whether it is signed or not. If a student does 

not have their card with them, they will receive a demerit for having “Missing Materials”. They may show it to me on 

Tuesday for full credit or on Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday for half credit. After Friday, the grade will remain a “0”. 

 

It is recommended that students do not attempt to do all their minutes in one practice session. Divide the time up over multiple 

days. Fifteen minutes a day with one day off is a good place to start. Students with large instruments may want to take them 

home on weekends and try a 30-30-30 system. It is up to the student and parent to decide what works best.  

 

I believe that practicing is the only way to get better, and I have not found a better system of monitoring this practice. If you 

have any questions at all about this, please call me at 244-3359, ext. 12127. 

 

 

Thank you! 

Mrs. Cronin 


