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Sparkplugs compete for trophy
Win over ‘Dogs puts football team in sectional title game
     Speedway’s varsity football team will be competing in the 
Class 2A sectional championship game for the first time since  
2013 when it hosts Lafayette Central Catholic on Friday night 
at Johnson Field.
     The Sparkplugs have already won more games this season 
than any Speedway team since the 2010 sectional champion-
ship team coached by Denny Pelley.   That group went 11-2, 
losing to a North Putnam team in the regional that advanced 
to the state championship game.
     This week’s opponent moved up to 2A this year after 
winning the 2019 state championship in Class 1A.   Lafayette 
Central Catholic is 7-4 and its losses have all come to state 
ranked teams.   
     The Sagarin rating is a computer system made famous 
by Bloomington statistician Jeff  Sagarin who ranks college 
football and basketball teams from #1 to the worst team in 
each sport through statistical analysis.    Sagarin has evaluated 
Indiana high school teams in football, and boys/girls basket-
ball for decades.
      In this week’s Sagarin ratings, Lafayette Central Catholic 
and Speedway are separated by just one spot in Class 2A (#9 
and #10) and by just three spots (#96, #99) out of  the 318 
teams in Indiana that have a high school football team.  Both 
teams play a rugged football schedule and both teams are 
prepared to battle for the sectional championship.
     Last week, the Sparkplugs had to compete in rainy, muddy 
conditions throughout most of  the contest.   Jackson Golden 
had a huge night for the Sparkplugs.   He ran the opening 
onside kick back 53 yards to score the team’s first touchdown.  
He broke up multiple pass plays on defense at critical times 
during the game.   And teammate Deejay McFerson scored a 
rushing touchdown, his 11th of  the season, on the first play 
of  the final quarter, securing a 12-6 lead for Speedway that 
the Sparkplugs would hold onto frantically to take the win.  
It was a huge team effort win in difficult conditions.
      The win provided Speedway payback for a September 
game that was decided on the last play of  the game on 
Monrovia’s Homecoming night.   Both teams tied for second 
place in the ICC, along with Scecina.    The Crusaders play in 
Sectional 38 and are the most likely opponent for the winner 
of  the Speedway-Lafayette Central Catholic game.     

Deejay McFerson and Carter Watson are two reasons for the success of  the Sparkplug offense this 
fall.  Photo by Zoey Bishop, SHS Media.

Saturday is a big day for Jose’

Speedway senior soccer star Jose’ Escalante will participate in the ISCA Soccer Showcase on 
Saturday.  With a strong performance, Jose’ has a chance to earn All-State honors.   Photo by 
Abigail Leek, Offsides Photography and SHS Media.   
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Want to know about the Color Guard? 
Students do more than just throw a piece of equipment

Jayden Abney-Seymour
•
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The Guard demands your attention.  Speedway’s Color Guard performs an artistic routine for the fans at the Speedway 
football games.   Photo courtesy of  Inter-State Studio and SHS Media.   

     What exactly is Color Guard ? Color 
Guard can be a difficult art for some but 
their purpose is to tell the visual story of  
the show or the message behind the songs.    
How do they do this?   Through dance or 
use of  equipment to accentuate the mes-
sage.
     Katie Randolph and Kristen Chambers 
both graduated from Speedway in 2019 and 
serve as the color guard instructors this 
year.  “I love working with these girls, show-
ing them new things, watching them grow, 
and getting better on whatever it may be 
that they are working on,” said Randolph.       
      “Watching them become friends, it’s 
always a fun time with them.” 
In the fall, the guard mainly works on dance 
and flag work for the football games.   In 
the winter, they work on routines to use in 
their winter guard show.   They compete 
beginning in late January and hope to peak 
in March when they perform in the local 
and state competitions.
     What skills are needed to be successful?    
Dancing skills are important but it’s im-
portant to be flexible and have upper body 
strength.   “Yes, this can be a very fun art to 
learn,” said Randolph.  “And learning some-
thing also takes time and commitment. You 
will have to commit a lot of  your free time 
for things like morning practices, practices 
after school…”    On competition days, it is 
not uncommon for travel and the competi-
tion itself  to take up the whole day. 
     The girls will soon be preparing for the 
Winter Guard season and one of  the songs 
the group will be performing to will be 
Don’t Go Breaking My Heart.  

Upcoming performances
See these Sparkplug musicians in November
     Five SHS musicians will be representing 
the Speedway Music Department this month 
in prestigious performances.
     Erin Toepp was named to the All-Region 
Honor Band.   She will perform in concert 
with her All-Region peers at Clark Pleasant 
Middle School on Sunday November 14th 
at 4 p.m.
    David Strayhorn, Yosmar Flores, Mason 
Lindsey, and Cayden Goodman qualified 

for the All-District Honor Band.  Con-
gratulations to Erin Toepp for making the 
All-Region Honor Band!  They will perform 
November 21st at Northview Middle School 
starting at 4 p.m.
      Strayhorn was also selected for the 
All-District Jazz Band.   He will be perform-
ing on November 14th at Whiteland High 
School, beginning at 3 p.m.

Interested in a good mystery?
The fall play is just over two weeks away but do 
you have a Clue what the story is?
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Was it the warmth or the satisfaction?
The answer to that question is largely inconclusive 

Ruth Bayode
•
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     In the most recent research, if  a survey 
asks you to fill the questionnaire about 
favorite foods and you have the option of  
only having to eat one food before dying, 
many of  the results become very clear that 
people would rather eat pizza than any other 
food. Why is that the answer? Money? Ben-
efits? The answer is inconclusive, surveys 
show that many people symbolize pizza 
to positive things such as celebration, fun, 
pleasure and even satisfaction.
     Pizza has a long history behind its solid 
taste today; it first started in Italy when to-
matoes were just brought to Europe. It was 
sold on the streets to common poor people 
and it had a diverse range of  toppings. 
Antica Pizzeria Port’Alba began making 
pizza in 1738 and this dish started to grow 
so that people from other countries started 
to visit Naples. Pizza started to flourish and 
it expanded beyond its Italian roots,it quickly 
became known in many other countries. To-
day, pizza is the largest consumed fast food 
in the United States and it has made a large 
impact on the food industry as it also takes 
the largest cut of  the food economy.
     The top three pizza brands are Domino’s, 
Pizza Hut and Little Caesars respectively. 
Domino’s pizza tops the chart with about 27 
million internet searches every day.   When I 
moved to Speedway, Little Caesar’s pizza was 
the first pizza I ever tasted and because it 
was new to me I didn’t like it. But gradually, 
I fell in love with the idea of  pizza. 
     I hate cheese so pizza is the only food 
containing some amount of  cheese that I 
like. I also started trying out various pizza 
toppings and also tried experiencing the 
taste of  cheese.

     For this story, I ordered a large clas-
sic pepperoni pizza, some M&M’s cookie 
dough brownie  and I also ordered a 
Donatos pizza  (I picked my own toppings: 
cheese, tomatoes, onions, both green and 
yellow bell peppers and chocolate cookies 
too). Notwithstanding, it was really good, 
my brothers and sister ate pizza.
     The Little Caesar’s pizza was what I 
preferred, from the tough, thick crust to 
the stringy and chewy cheese, it was worth 
every dime paid. What surprised me was the 
Donatos pizza delivery, it was so fast and 

this made the pizza still hot by the time it 
got delivered. 
     Among many other foods, cheese isn’t 
something I really like. The smell makes me 
irritated and because of  that I didn’t want 
to have any food with cheese in it. With the 
taste of  pizza, I have been able to extend 
my choices for cheese, starting from cheese 
pizza to cheeseburgers to the most recent 
cheese item which is the mozzarella sticks 
(I only tried it once, there is a limit to how 
much a person can eat).
     So, if  you had to choose your favorite food ...

 
     This year’s volleyball team knew it would 
be challenging, having lost four starters from 
last year’s team that contributed heavily to the 
team’s success.   While the record was rough 
(8-21), the team play continued improving 
each week. There’s lots of  hope for next year.  
     Head Coach Sadie Pflum said there was a 
sense of   “hope and optimism” at the begin-
ning of  the season, and that this year’s team 
was, “... far more positive than years before 
and constantly wanted to learn.” Then, with 
new players coming in and older players leav-
ing, Coach Pflum shouted out the seniors on 
the team, saying, “they were great leaders!” 
and that, “the new players added a lot of  ath-
leticism and experience despite their youth!” 
     The team was also super excited about 
sectionals, but I’m sure something as impor-
tant as that can be kinda’ nerve wracking at 
the same time. “Through every loss (during 
the season), they took them as learning op-
portunities and motivation to keep pushing 

Volleyball team reaches sectional final match
Isaac Jinks

•
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forward for the ultimate prize of  a sectional 
title,” said Pflum. 
     It is good to see that the team stayed 
positive throughout these matches, and took 
them as an opportunity to learn instead of  
staying down over them. Who made a differ-
ence this season on the court?   Pflum also 
said that it’s hard to pick just one member 
that really shined cause every member had 
an important part and did it well, but some 
players she mentioned included sopho-
more Taylor Ridge.   “She shouldered a lot 
of  our offense and became a full rotation 
player.” Pflum also complemented freshman 
newcomers, Laney Jarrett (setter) and Peyton 
Ridge (libero) who provided big plays when 
needed for the emerging Sparkplugs. 
     Pflum also noted an underrated member 
of  the team would be senior Malinda Bry-
ant. “We relied on her to defend the right 
side of  the court, which is usually the hard-
est side of  the court to defend. But she led 
the group all season well.”    
     It’s nice to see that the team stayed moti-
vated through the games, and that next year 
might be even better. 
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Fall teams conclude their season
Success can’t come without some form of failure

Isaac Jinks
•
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     The guys had a great season this time 
around, finishing with a record of  18-3, their 
unbreakable will to gain their wins and being 
able to play together so well is what helped 
them advance to the Regional championship 
game of  the state tournament. 
        
     

The team won its third straight Indiana   
Crossroads Conference championship and 
it was the second straight year that the team 
was undefeated in winning the trophy.  An-
other important win they gained was their 
second sectional championship in the past 
three seasons. 
     Some of  the off  field wins for the team:  
Five members of  the team were named All-
ICC (Jose Escalante, Cale Bennett, Kevin 
Willoughby, Kawler Pway, and Eli Gottman).  
Bennett was the only goalkeeper named to 
the ISCA All-District 2nd team and head 
coach Dean Heaviland was named District 3 
Small School Coach of  the Year. 

     Escalante’ has an amazing op-
portunity this Saturday as he was 
named to the ISCA All-District 
team and will get to play in the 
ISCA showcase November 6th 
for a chance to be named to the 
All-State team,  Escalante’ scored 
31 goals this season and had 
seven assists while Bennett posted 
13 shutouts, giving up just eight 
goals for the season.

Girls end wild 
finish to season

Tamina Gibson advances the ball upfield for the Lady Sparkplugs dur-
ing a 1-0 win over Ben Davis.   Gibson moved from goalie to the right 
back position this season.    Photo by Maggie Endres, SHS Media. Cale Bennett has the death stare prepared for 

any opponent who dared try to score on him.  The 
junior helped lead the Sparkplugs to an 18-3 
record and a sectional title.    Photo by Jackson 
Golden, SHS Media. 

scored 27 goals this year and scored 97 for 
her career, having scored a season high 32 
goals last year.   According to Burke, Tamina 
Gibson came into a very important role of  
defense this year, moving from goalie to 
outside defense, strengthening the back end 
for the Sparkplugs.  
     One other key player was sophomore 
Audrey Burrell.   Despite an injury late in 
the year,  Burke felt strongly that Burrell 
was an important part of  the team’s success.  
“Her midfield abilities help bring our team 
to another level when she is on the field.” 
While the girls soccer team may have lost 
earlier than expected in this year’s tourna-
ment, I believe next year they will be more 
than ready for what comes their way!

     The girls soccer team did 
an amazing job this year, being 
unbeaten after eleven games and 
tying their twelfth, they worked 
hard and played hard, and even 
though their season has ended, it 
doesn’t mean they won’t make a 
comeback next year! 
     The players are of  course a 
key component to a team, as well 
as the sport they are playing, but one person 
who helps the team the most is Head Coach 
Stacie Burke, who has great faith in the team 
she is teaching.
     “This team doesn’t quit,” said Burke.   
“They will take the lessons they learned 
from these tough losses and be a better team 
next year.” 
     This year, tournament play for the girls 
was disappointing as the team lost its first 
game that they played in the Marion County 
tournament and in the sectional. That will 
be something the team will hope to improve 
next season.
     As for important team members, Burke 
said that players like Jordan Davis did a lot 
this year.   “She is a very talented player that 
the team looked up to,” said Burke.   Davis 


