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What would your Main Street look like?
Changes continue after years of construction

TV star Ryan Seacrest gives 
opportunities to kids in need   
Photo courtesy of Koi Sojer @ 
starpulse.com

h a i l y   m e r r i t t
---

Plugged In Features Editor

Leading by example
Hollywood’s A-list celebrities 
dedicate time and money to 
worthwhile charity causes

Recently, charities and foundations have popped up 
all around, asking you to contribute five bucks here for 
the Haiti relief fund, donate ten dollars there help Japan, 
give clothes and shoes to those in need, or recycle to help 
the environment. Now, leading the charity efforts are 
Hollywood’s finest, some of them even having founded 
their own charities. Here’s a peek at a few of the efforts the 
star have made. 

After seeing Edward Norton in the 1999 movie 
Fight Club, one might have trouble picturing him as 
a philanthropist with a big heart for the East African 
Wilderness. However, he has been involved with the 
Maasai Wilderness 
Conservation Trust for over 
ten years. In 2009 Norton 
raised over $1.2 million 
dollars by recruiting runners 
for the ING New York City 
Marathon and acquiring 

donations. For this year’s race, he already has ten 
pledged runners. Norton isn’t the only unexpected 
humanitarian in Hollywood. 

Ryan Seacrest was honored at the LA’s Promise 
Gala on September 27th. Seacrest certainly has a full 
plate, made up of producing, hosting, volunteering, 
and donating. We all know him as the host of 
“American Idol”, but he has also produces E! News, 
serves as executive producer and co-host of “Dick 
Clark’s New Year’s Rockin’ Eve with Ryan Seacrest”, 
hosts “On Air with Ryan Seacrest”, and owns his 
own production company, Ryan Seacrest Productions 
(RSP). RSP is responsible for “Keeping Up With 

See CELEBRITY on page five

In 2005, the state 
legislature passed a law 
allowing towns like Speedway 
to create a redevelopment 
committee. Two years later, 
Speedway established its 
committee and the master plans 
for Main Street. 

“For fifteen years 
people have talked about 
redevelopment, especially on 
Main Street,” says Scott Harris, 
Speedway Redevelopment 

Commission executive director. The progress has been a 
bit slow but now we can really start to see the benefits and 
the final outcome of those plans.

In two years, Main Street has been completely 
repaved, benches have been added, and environmental 
friendly drains have been installed as part of a massive 
infrastructure improvement that was required by law. 

Last month, the lot by Charlie Brown’s was finalized 
with an official ribbon cutting ceremony. The Dallara 
buliding, also the first new structure on Main in fifteen 
years, is expected to be finished by the end of the month. 
Harris expects there to be four other major buildings: one

REDEVELOPMENT OPENS UP A CREATIVE ASPECT ON MAIN STREET. Speedway Centre for the Arts is open on 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday from 5pm-9pm and Saturday from 12pm-4pm.   Photo by Hanna Vongpraseuth.  

See REDEVELOPMENT
on page nine

An Indy extravaganza
It’s a twenty-year anniversary 
for Heartland Film Festival 
and it’s in your back yard

Motivated by the devastation of a hurricane 
and filled with a desire to make a difference, 
the inspiring story of Zach Bonner is featured 
in The Little Red Wagon.   Zach and direc-
tor David Anspaugh visited Speedway October 
13th.  To learn more, turn inside to page six.  
Photo courtesy of Kelly Young at Baise 
Communications.
   

h a n n a 
v o n g p r a s e u t h 

---
Plugged In Features Writer



Is social networking ruining our generation?

Opinion2
Teenagers grow more dependent on technology as time goes on

k a c e y   r o s s 
---

Plugged In Opinion Editor

    In an hour, you can brush your 
teeth thirty times. In an hour, you can 
bake three batches of cookies, run a 
nine-minute-mile six times, or make a 
holiday wreath. In sixty minutes, you 
can watch an episode of Oprah, read 
150,000 words, or, you know, you can 
spend that time on Facebook or Twitter. 

    Social 
networking 
members spend 
about an hour a 
day staring at their 
profiles. Although 
the computer wasn’t 
created for people 
to friend people on 
Facebook or follow 
people on Twitter, 
one in every six 

minutes of computer time is spent on a 
social networking site.         
              The popularity of social 
networking has increased immensely 
during the twenty-first century. It helps 
many people keep in touch with friends 
and make new friendships. It’s a way 
that many express themselves, indeed, 
but are social networking sites making 
our generations less social?    
    The average social studies class has 
around twenty five students in it, and 
out of those, eighteen students belong 
to at least one social networking site. 
In a normal graduating class, there are 
around 122 kids, and statistics show 
that 89 of those 122 belong to at least 
one social networking site. That’s 73% 
percent of the Speedway High School 
student body. 
    Think about it. Why have face-to-face 
conversations with somebody when you 
can just text them without the awkward 
body language and eye contact? Who 
cares if the other person can’t see you 
when you’re telling them important 
information, right?
    Wrong. Without body language, it’s 
impossible to be one hundred percent 
certain of what the other person is trying 
to convey to you. It’s like ordering 
clothes online instead of purchasing 

A SHOCKING STATISTIC 
More and more teenagers are spending increasing amounts of time on social networking sites. 

    Slamming lockers. Crowded 
hallways. Busy conversations. Mystery 
lunches. Falling asleep in math. A good 
laugh with your best friend. A million 
tests and quizzes. A paper due. Practices, 
rehearsals, games, concerts. 
    High school. 
    It’s that time of year again: getting 
back into the swing of things, coming 
back from another summer, another 
memory, another chance at a fresh start. 
    Isn’t that what we’re all looking 
for at the beginning of a new school 
year? From freshmen to seniors, and 
everywhere in between, the opportunity 
to start over is the opportunity of a 
lifetime. High school certainly isn’t all 
the amazing things it’s said to be. With 
hours of homework, what feels like 
tests and quizzes every day, boyfriends 
and girlfriends, and the ever-present 
“he-said, she-said,” a new start would 
be wonderful, wouldn’t it? Throw in 

Enjoy the moments you have
Save the worrying for a later date

a m e l i a   b e r r y  
---

P l u g g e d  I n   Guest Columnist

them in a store; you still get the product 
either way, but it’s impossible to try on 
an outfit through a computer screen, just 
as it’s impossible to warm up to a person 
through the internet. If you open your 
phone after you fail your math test and 
see a sarcastic text message from your 
best friend, will it really be as funny as 
it would have been in person? If you say 
something funny online but can’t see the 
other person laugh, is it really the same?   
    Social networking also opens up 
the door for more people to get hurt. 
It’s a lot easier to say hurtful things to 
a computer screen than directly to the 
person. People, especially teenagers, can 
be manipulated and used with the click 
of a mouse. 
    Texting and social networking 
have opened up room for a lot of new 
communication opportunities, but they 
have also made way for a lot of excuses 
to be made. I challenge you to this: turn 

off you texting for a week, stay off the 
computer for a weekend, and see how 
much you can get accomplished. Is 

electronic communication really that 
important? 

the student athletes who compete and 
give their all physically, every day, or 
the musical kids, constantly heading 
from jazz band to musical rehearsals. 
The life of a high school student is 
possibly one of the hardest lifestyles to 
live. These are supposed to be the “days 
of our lives,” but many of us are stuck 
wondering when it will end. 
    Though the ever-tiring, everyday life 
of high school is extremely wearisome 
and barely offers any breaks, here is 
something to think about: stop and 
breathe every once in a while. Sometime 
between studying for that pre-cal test, 
choir practice, the big soccer game, or 
a band concert, pause and take a second 
to think about the grander aspects of life 
as a high schooler: being surrounded 
everyday by friends, having the 
opportunity to obtain a great education, 
earning the chance to excel in a sport; 
this is truly the time of our lives, even 

while there’s 
still so much 
time ahead of us. 
    So enjoy it. 
Take the time 
to look around 
and see what 
you have at 
the moment, 
whether it’s the 
chance to play 
in a sport or 
take part in the 
school musical. 
Ace that math test you’ve been dreading. 
Treasure all those little things that make 
this crazy life worth living. Smile at 
someone in the hallway. Take a chance, 
leave an impact. Time has been known to 
fly by. Who knows when it will be gone? 
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s a m   m c g l o n e
---

Master of Space and Time

s a m   s c o t t
---

Not master of space and time

     . This entire debate  started when my absolute genius of a friend Sam showed me 
a picture of a civil war prisoner who slightly resembles Nicolas Cage. I could go on 
and on about how Nicolas Cage could not be a vampire, and I will, but first let us 
face the obvious. Vampires do not exist, they never have existed, and they never will 
exist, this is a fact, therefore the prospect of Nicolas Cage being one is absolutely 
ludicrous. Vampire’s first made their appearance 
in Ancient Roman and Mesopotamian writings as 
demons and creatures of the night. This evidence 
isn’t worth its salt due to Romans also believing in 
human sacrifice and Mesopotamians believed the 
world was a disc. Although, that the more popular 
vision of vampires came about in the 18th century in 
southeastern Europe. These mythical creatures were 
believed to be more or less glorified ghosts and caused 
mass hysteria and public executions. Public hysteria and mass executions were also 
present in the Salem Witch Trials but that doesn’t make witches real either.
      Let us assume for a moment that vampires are real, , and Nicolas Cage still isn’t 
one of them. For one, you can’t take a picture of a vampire. This evolved around the 
invention of the camera when silver was used largely in the development of the film. 
Silver has been known in folklore to be a holy metal, capable of destroying a wide 
range of evil or demonic beings. This would make it impossible to be visible in this 
image, and he would even be unwilling to take the picture out of fear of revealing 
his secret.  Another reason he isn’t a vampire is because in several movies at several 
times he has been shown reflected in a mirror. Unless you’ve been living under a 
rock you should know that vampires can’t be viewed in mirrors…ever.      
     My firm belief is that most of this evolved from Nicolas Cage’s appearance in 
Vampire’s Kiss (1988), which would make sense seeing as Nicolas Cage turns into 
a vampire. The entire plot of that movie and the widespread rumor concerning this 
photo actually has a whole heck of a lot in common, mainly the correlation that 
Nicolas Cage is in neither case a vampire. 
     So in review, gentle readers, Nicolas Cage could not be a vampire due to several 
overwhelming factors. First, vampires do not exist. Second, he violates several 
vampire tendencies. Finally, this theory is more than likely based on a film from the 

80’s.
  

According 
to a photograph 
recently found 
in the attic of a 
man in Seattle, 
Nicolas Cage 
is a vampire. 
The photograph 
was taken 
circa 1860, 
and portrays a 
man who looks 
nearly identical to the Oscar winning 
actor. The Seattle man who discovered 
the photo is now selling it on EBay for 1 
million dollars. The headline for the sale 
is “Nicolas Cage is a Vampire.”

As goofy as this whole concept 
may seem, it all makes a bit of sense 
if you really think about it. First of all, 
Nicolas Cage has never really aged 
much. He may look a few years older 
than he did in the 1980’s, but for the 
most part, he just looks like he added a 
few wrinkles and grew some more facial 
hair. 

Mr. Cage is a straight up creepy 
guy. He used to own a house in New 
Orleans, a city said to house many 
“vampires,” and his son, Weston 
Coppola Cage, is the singer of a black 

Is Nicolas Cage a vampire?
The Sams debate both sides of the surprising argument

metal band called “Eyes of 
Noctum.” Even if Nicolas 
Cage wasn’t a vampire, 
it’s pretty obvious that 
his son is. They wrote a 
comic book together called 
Voodoo Child. 

This theory was 
obviously not born from 
Mr. Cage’s appearance in 
the 1988 film Vampire’s 
Kiss, because the movie 
was awful, and his 
role was just not very 
convincing. Since Mr. 
Cage is a good actor who 
has won an Oscar, it is 
pretty obvious that his role 
in that movie was simply 
a cover up so people 
wouldn’t catch on to him. 

Many theories have 
been flying around the internet in 
the last couple days, some of them 
completely outrageous, some of them 
slightly logical. I think the only fair way 
to decide this is to come up with your 
own theory. Or you could always just 
ask Nicolas Cage himself, and hope he 
doesn’t bite you.

CREATURE OF THE NIGHT OR CREATIVE COMPARISON?   Nicolas Cage and this 1860’s original photograph 
are strikingly similar.  Photo courtesy of cnn.com.

NICOLAS CAGE AND HIS DEMONIC OFFSPRING.    Weston Coppola Cage 
and his more famous father flash signs of approval.   Photo courtesy of wordpress.
com.

¿Sabes que…?
¿Sabes que…?
Tito Tinajero, sophomore
¿De dónde es tu familia?
Mi familia es de Ecuador.
¿Visitas tu familia en Ecuador mucho?
No mucho, una o dos veces cada año.
¿Cuál es tu parte favorita de Ecuador?
Es la mitad del mundo.
¿Qué puedes hacer en Ecuador?
Ver las montañas, escalar las montañas.
¿Has traído unas tradiciones de Ecuador 
aquí?
La comida típica. 
¿Echas de menos algo de Ecuador?
No.
Algo interesante de tu cultura:
Las cosas hechas de mano, como 
pulseras. 

Guess what?
Tito Tinajero, sophomore
Where is your family from?
My family is from Ecuador.
Do you visit family in Ecuador much?
Not a lot, one or two times each year.
What is your favorite part of Ecuador?
It is the middle of the world. (Ecuador is 
located on the equator.)
What can you do in Ecuador?
There are mountains; you can climb the 
mountains.
Have you brought some traditions from 
Ecuador here?
The typical food.
Do you miss anything?     No.
Something interesting about your 
culture:
The things made by hand, like bracelets.

h a i l y   
m e r r i t t

---
Plugged In Features Editor
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Speedway is a whole different world to new students. Over the years, Speedway 
has got a multitude of new students from different towns, states, and countries. 

Some students may not feel welcome and that’s where the 
question comes in: Is Speedway a very welcoming school? 

Being a new student is enough pressure as it is and 
having students and even teachers look at you weird 
because of your race can be overbearing. Some students 
simply never fit in their surroundings due to never being 
properly welcomed. For others, language is a barrier.  

ENL teacher Allison McKay meets and interacts with 
some of the new students with language challenges. “I help 
with the little things they take for granted teaching them 
how to put in locker combinations, lunch numbers the small 
things,” said McKay.

Journeying into uncharted territory
Newcomers experience a mixed sense of welcome

After officially settling down, this is where the true welcoming comes in. Most 
students usually join a sport or club of some sort. But what about the ones with no 
athletic abilities or ones who haven’t got that push to join a club. Who will help 
them in their journey as new students?

“Being a new student I had to push myself, there wasn’t anyone around to help 
me. “said senior Alex Bunge.Some students come from schools right around the 
corner and though a small geographical difference in location, it can be a colossal 
change in surroundings. Speedway is very small which can be a big difference 
coming from a school like North Central with over 2000 students.

“I didn’t know what to expect coming to such a small school like this,” recalled 
Bunge.  “It was definitely unpredictable coming from a bigger school but I definitely 
prefer a smaller school.”  

Should students be more welcoming and try to help these new students? Show 
them around, introduce them to their friends and just be someone to suggest, ask 
them do they play sports what do they do in their free time anything to make the feel 
welcome.    

“The best thing for students is to speak to them about anything:  sports, clubs, 
(whatever) ...  they become more social and learn English a lot faster,” said McKay.

More than likely when someone feels comfortable in their surroundings, they 
are more likely to do better, whether it’s in class, in a sport or club.  A welcoming 
can determine the future.

Hitler comparison is 
always out of bounds
     Are you ready for some fallout?
     This week’s poster boy for political incivility is 
country singer Hank Williams Jr. During a frequently 
awkward “Fox and Friends” interview Monday, 
Williams said President Obama and House Speaker John Boehner’s “golf summit” 
last summer was analogous to a pairing of Adolf Hitler and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu.
     I think we all know who was supposed to be the Hitler figure in Williams’ mind.
His comment is yet another reminder that Hitler references never work. I cringed 
every time someone likened George W. Bush’s America to Nazi Germany, and the 
offensive comparisons have only grown more common since Obama’s election 
in 2008. And as I’ve written in the past, their prevalence threatens to cheapen the 
unimaginable tragedy of the Holocaust.
     In Williams’ case, the irony is that his empty reference to one of the most 
reprehensible criminals in history only served to obscure several legitimate 
criticisms of the president.
     In fact, as I read about the ill-fated interview on Tuesday, my quick scan of 
newspaper front pages found several valid points of disapproval that Williams _ 
a frequent critic who once said then-Sen. Obama was “not real crazy about” the 
national anthem _ could have highlighted.
     He could have talked about newly released e-mails showing that the 
administration had overlooked written concerns about Solyndra, the solar-equipment 
manufacturer that was the beneficiary of a $528 million government loan and is now 
in bankruptcy. The e-mails show that the White House was so eager to orchestrate a 
presidential visit to the company’s California factory that caution was thrown to the 
wind.
     Speaking of e-mails, another batch shows that the Department of Justice 
was aware that operatives from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives had lost track of roughly 2,000 guns whose illegal purchase and transport 
to Mexico were being monitored as part of the “Fast and Furious” program. The 
weapons have since started turning up at crime scenes _ including the site at which a 
U.S. Border Patrol agent was killed.
     Third, Williams could have raised constitutional questions about the killing of 
U.S.-born terrorist Anwar al-Awlaki.
     Fourth, he could have highlighted reports that Pakistan’s military had engaged 
in several firefights with U.S. and Afghani troops patrolling the Afghan-Pakistan 
border over the last year, and wondered why our government continues to send 
billions of dollars to the Pakistanis.
     And surely he could have found fault in some aspect of the president’s $447 
billion American Jobs Act.
      My point is that there is plenty of room for legitimate debate about the direction 
of the country.
      But sometimes substance doesn’t sell. What does? Openly wishing for the 
president to fail. Saying he has a deep-seated hatred of white people. Or now, a 
misguided Hitler reference.
     What always amazes me is when such cheap shots are offered by observers 
anxious to proclaim their own patriotism. No, you can’t have it both ways. There

m i c h a e l
s m e r c o n i s h 

---
The Philadelphia Enquirer (MCT)

Obama a disaster 
for civil liberties
    With the 2012 presidential election before us, 
the country is again caught up in debating national 
security issues, our continuing wars and the threat of 
terrorism. There is one related subject, however, that 
is rarely mentioned: civil liberties.
     Protecting individual rights and liberties _ apart from the right to be tax-free _ 
seems barely relevant to candidates or voters. One man is primarily responsible 
for the disappearance of civil liberties from the national debate, and he is Barack 
Obama. While many are reluctant to admit it, Obama has proved a disaster not just 
for specific civil liberties but the civil liberties cause in the United States.
Civil libertarians have long had a dysfunctional relationship with the Democratic 
Party, which treats them as a captive voting bloc with nowhere else to turn in 
elections. Not even this history, however, prepared civil libertarians for Obama. 
After the George W. Bush years, they were ready to fight to regain ground lost after 
9/11. Historically, this country has tended to correct periods of heightened police 
powers with a pendulum swing back toward greater individual rights. Many were 
questioning the extreme measures taken by the Bush administration, especially after 
the disclosure of abuses and illegalities. Candidate Obama capitalized on this swing 
and portrayed himself as the champion of civil liberties.
     However, President Obama not only retained the controversial Bush policies, he 
expanded on them. The earliest, and most startling, move came quickly. Soon after 
his election, various military and political figures reported that Obama reportedly 
promised Bush officials in private that no one would be investigated or prosecuted 
for torture. In his first year, Obama made good on that promise, announcing that no 
CIA employee would be prosecuted for torture. Later, his administration refused to 
prosecute any of the Bush officials responsible for ordering or justifying the program 
and embraced the “just following orders” defense for other officials, the very 
defense rejected by the United States at the Nuremberg trials after World War II.
Obama failed to close Guantanamo Bay as promised. He continued warrantless 
surveillance and military tribunals that denied defendants basic rights. He asserted 
the right to kill U.S. citizens he views as terrorists. His administration has fought 
to block dozens of public-interest lawsuits challenging privacy violations and 
presidential abuses.
     But perhaps the biggest blow to civil liberties is what he has done to the 
movement itself. It has quieted to a whisper, muted by the power of Obama’s 
personality and his symbolic importance as the first black president as well as the 
liberal who replaced Bush. Indeed, only a few days after he took office, the Nobel 

j o n a t h a n 
t u r l e y  

---
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

See SHOCKED BUT NOT SURPRISED
on page ten

See FREE BUT POOR SPEECH
on page ten

Jo r d a n   Ca r t e r 
---

Plugged In Columnist
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Unknowingly impacting lives
Unsung heroes in our school honored by peers

continued from page one
The Kardashians” as well as its spin-offs and “Jamie Oliver’s Food 

Revolution” on ABC. With all of these productions under his belt, one might think 
that Ryan Seacrest deserves a break. However, this philanthropic machine also 
dedicates himself to the Ryan Seacrest Foundation (RSF), which allows hospitalized 
children to explore the world of media, and a campaign in Los Angeles for healthy 
eating. RSF has already launched two broadcast centers in Children’s Healthcare of 
Atlanta and Children’s Hospital in Philadelphia. 

JK Rowling, of the beloved Harry Potter series, was one of the first authors to 
get the ball rolling on printing with recycled paper. All Canadian editions of Harry 
Potter were printed on environmental paper.

Twenty-one notable Boys’ and Girls’ Club alumni will be featured in a new 
Public Service announcement. These alumni include everyone musical artists like 
Jennifer Lopez, Ashanti, and Ne-Yo, actors like Denzel Washington, Cuba Gooding 
Jr., and Martin Sheen, and athletes like Magic Johnson, Shaquille O’Neal, and Shaun 
White. Denzel Washington was also featured in a new Public Service Advertisement 
titled Great Futures Start Here.

With schools having just begun, Keke Palmer was inspired to assist a charity 
against the issues of bullying and abuse against young people throughout the U.S. 
Having been a bully victim herself, Palmer empathizes with the children she is 
helping. She will be the exclusive leader of the “Oath Project,” which means working 
with YWCA and Saving Our Daughters, who have created an alliance because of 
their similar goals to empower women. Palmer will encourage girls to take an oath for 
anti-bullying via Facebook, Twitter, television, movies, and her upcoming film and 
sophomore album.

Because he has seen many of his close friends 
die from HIV/AIDS, Sir Elton John established the 
Elton John AIDS Foundation (EJAF) in 1992 in an 
attempt to decrease the destruction of this disease 
around the world. He holds post-Grammy and –
Oscar parties as fundraisers for his foundation. The 
EJAF has raised approximately $125 million dollars 
to support programs in 55 countries, but Sir Elton 
John has also donated large sums of his personal 
money to charities, too. In 2004, he gave over $43 
million to organizations across the globe, and in 
1997, with the release of his single “Candle In The 
Wind”, he raised $40 million dollars for charity.

To prevent genocide in Sudan, George 
Clooney founded Not On Our Watch with Ocean’s 
11 co-stars Matt Damon, Brad Pitt, Don Cheadle, 
and Jerry Weintraub. Clooney has personally visited the area an spoken to victims 
of rape and torture. He offered his company for auction supporting Realizing The 
Dream, a program aiming to continue the work of Dr. and Mrs. King. Clooney is also 
a very generous donator, having given to Bono’s poverty-fighting ONE campaign, 
United Way, and to the writers in the 2007 strike. 

These celebrities have gone above and beyond the call of duty to help the less 
fortunate, whether it is poverty, hunger, disease, abuse, or the wilderness that is the 
problem. They have set a great example for us to follow. Play your part because you, 
too, can get involved on either the local level or the national scale.

Celebrity double play
Volunteers by day, stars at night

Knighted Sir Elton John has his very 
own charity
photo courtesy of Janet Mayer @ starpulse.com

Speedway High School has many 
heroes: some recognized, others not, 
some people around you may possess 
multiple heroic qualities. Many of 
you have shared your opinions on 
Speedways unsung heroes; students and 
teachers who have made a difference. 
Here’s what you said:

Student heroes
Jessica James
“She is not only my best 
friend, but she strives through pain to 
see the sun shining on the other side. 
She does the responsible thing and loves 
everyone!” ~Summer

Justin Brent
“Justin Brent (JB) is an unsung hero for 
me; He has shown me that you 
can be phenomenal in anything 
you put your mind to. Even though 
JB gets a lot of credit for how good 
of a football and basketball player he 
is, people don’t realize the amount of 
effort he put into it. In junior high, JB 
would wake up every morning at like 
5 and workout with a trainer and then 
get to school early and shoot hoops. 
After school I would see him in the gym 
shooting more hoops. This just shows 
the dedication this kid puts into his hard 
work. His perseverance is what I look 
at when I feel myself doing less than 
100% in sports. This causes me to push 
harder...” ~ Burke Strong

Anna Lottes
“Anna is my hero because she is always 
sweet, caring, and nice. Anna can take 
humor into any situation. She sees the 
silver lining in any grey cloud. Being 
around her brightens my day. People 
used to say terrible things to her and as 
she transformed into her beautiful self, 
those same people tried to talk to her. 
She is nice, but never forgets how fake 
people are. She is a real friend and 
an amazing, gorgeous person.” 
~ Anonymous

Kacey Ross
“Kacey is my hero for many reasons. 
She is always happy, energetic, 
optimistic, and encouraging. She does 
so many things for this school and 
the community. Many people don’t 
realize how much she does because 
she is so humble and never looks for 
recognition. She has personally inspired 
me because she has been through a lot, 
but never feels sorry for herself. She 

comes out of every situation smiling. 
She is an astonishing person 
and continues to encourage 
and inspire me. I love you Kacey!” 
~Anonymous

Kati Gregory
“Kati is always so encouraging! She 
tries to help anyone and everyone 
with anything she can. She is good at 
everything she does (sports, school, 
and life in general!), but she is always 
extremely humble.
She is always smiling and 
laughing and she does her best 
to make sure everyone around 
her is as happy as possible. She 
has helped me through so much. I don’t 
know what I would do without this girl! 
Kati…thanks for being such an amazing 
friend! J” ~Anonymous
Honorable Mention:  
Michael Maloian, Sabrina Jones, 
and Jacob Derbyshire 

Teachers
Mrs. Harrison… (I couldn’t 
fit all of them in the article so here’s a 
few!)

“Mrs. Harrison has been one of my 
favorite teachers throughout my 4 years 
of public schooling. She has helped me 
with my swimming and school work. 
She stood beside me through my surgery 
and was always there for me whenever 
I had any problems. Mrs. Harrison has 
a kind heart and donates her time to 
helping the less fortunate. She is more 
than just a teacher; she will be a life-
long friend.. I can honestly say that I 
would miss her when I graduated. I love 
Mrs. Harrison.” ~Jacob Neidlinger
 “She tries her best to help any student 
in any subject…she is respected deeply 
by many.” ~Kevin Lonzo
“She is an angel on earth and a 
wonderful human being.” 
  ~Alex Lopez
“…By far she is the person that I have 
the most respect for, and in sure she 
would humbly accept that and always 
say thank you.” ~Anonymous
“She promotes and encourages every 
student to be the best they can be. She 
has care for every student.” ~Clayton 
Adams

Mr. Lindhorn
“He is the smartest guy I know and 
I want to be just like him” ~Jake 
Derbyshire
“He is a very good teacher and 
inspires me to learn every day.” 
~ Daniel Magnabosco
“He is so awesome. His awesomeness 
spreads rapidly throughout the 
classroom. He is so intellectually sound 
and I am envious of his knowledge…
My hero!” ~Michael Maloian

Ms. Whitis
“It was an absolute pleasure being in 
Ms. Whitis’s class. She is such a fun 

k a t i e  m e h r l i c h  
---
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loving teacher and is passionate about 
art. She encourages me with my art 
and opened me up to new ideas. She’s 
amazing! J” ~Nikki Hunt
“She helps me see the fun in life 
as well as understand it…” 
  ~Ariel Faulkinbury

 
~~~You all said so many wonderful 
things about so many people. Every one 
of the people sent in as a “hero” will 
get an envelope with all the papers sent 
in about them.
Note: if you wanted to be anonymous, 
you still will be! 
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One person can make a difference
“If homeless kids can’t take a break, why should I?”

Remember when you were little and you wanted something REALLY bad, 
like a cookie fresh out of the oven or permission to stay up twenty minutes 
later? Remember using the classic strategy of hey-mom’s-busy-maybe-she’ll-
absentmindedly-say-yes-if-I-ask-her-now? You’d go, “Mom, can I have that 
cookie?”, and your mom would go “Yeah, sure honey, run along, Mommy’s 
busy.” Well, in teenager Zach Bonner’s case, it went a little more like this: “Hey 
mom, November’s National Youth Homeless Awareness Month, can I walk to 
Tallahassee to raise awareness?”

Zach Bonner is no ordinary child. When Hurricane Charley threatened 
to hit his hometown, Tampa Bay, Zach’s family rushed out to get some last 
minute supplies. When the hurricane barely missed them but terrorized other 
parts of Florida, Zach asked the simple question: “Why don’t we give them our 
extra water?” Nobody knew it then, but at that moment, the Little Red Wagon 
Foundation was born. 

Zach was six when he went door to door, asking his neighbors to send 
supplies to the hurricane victims. Upon first meeting him, one could not have 
guessed that this humble boy standing before them would collect 27 truckloads 
of supplies to send to the tired and displaced. Think he stopped there? Absolutely 
not. 

Tirelessly grinding through the tedious paperwork and many human and 
bureaucratic roadblocks, Zach, now seven, created the Little Red Wagon 
Foundation. He did everything himself, from gathering supplies to dealing with 
the finances, with a little help from his mother. 

After the foundation was set up, Bonner wanted to go one step further. He 
came up with the idea for “My House to the White House”, a campaign to raise 
money and awareness for homeless children. He decided to walk from Tampa 
Bay to Tallahassee to start his journey. His mother was completely against the 
idea. “I told him that he had to wait until he was 12,” states Laura Bonner. 

But did that stop him? No way. After Zach tricked his mom into letting him 
start this project, he made all of the arrangements. An RV was donated from Lazy 

Day’s RV distributor, and campsites donated their spaces 
to the Bonners throughout their journey. He launched this 
cause on November 3, 2007, and arrived in Tallahassee 
twenty-three days later. But why stop there, right? Zach 
decided to continue his journey, and in 2008 he walked from 
Tallahassee to Atlanta, Georgia, and then from Atlanta to 
Washington D.C. Later, he expanded his goal, walking cross 
country from Tampa Bay to Los Angeles, despite exhaustion 
created by walking through blistering heat. 

Watching Zach speak about his accomplishments, you 
can tell that he loves what he does. “Some kids play sports; 
the foundation is my soccer, my baseball,” says Bonner. 

He gives up being a normal child every day to help other kids who don’t have 
that privilege. He doesn’t attend a public or private school, but rather the Florida 
Virtual School.  The downfall of not having a steady routine in your life is 
missing out on the simple pleasures of being a kid, such as hanging out with your 
friends. “They didn’t understand,” states Bonner “why I would want to do this.” 
But that never stopped Zach. From day one he was completely committed to his 
project. 

Did the going ever get too rough? Definitely. “Sometimes I wanted to give 
up,” Zach explains. “But I would meet someone or hear a story about someone in 
need and it would inspire me to keep going. I got very sick one time, but I took 
a break and realized, ‘homeless kids never get to take a break or give up, so why 
should I?’” Zach can be summed up on one word: determination. 

The Little Red Wagon Foundation is still thriving today. Zach makes 
backpacks, nicknamed “Zachpacks”, to hand out to children and families in 
need. Companies such as Build-A-Bear and Chuck-E-Cheese sponsor parties for 
homeless children to escape for a day. “We would focus on having fun and being 
a kid, instead of the darker aspects,” explains Bonner.

Next stop for Zach?  The world premiere of the movie based on his life. 
When asked about it, the words come out of his mouth like he’s talking about 
what he ate for breakfast that morning. For him, it’s not about his own publicity 
from the movie, but about the publicity the foundation will get and how many 
more people the film could end up helping. 

“Find something you’re passionate about, and then just do it.” 
Want to support the Little Red Wagon Foundation? Go to www.

LittleRedWagonFoundation.com, or just go see the movie! 

k a c e y   r o s s 
---
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BOY WONDER.  13 year old Zach 
Bonner schools the publications 
students on his movement to help solve 
the world’s homeless crisis.   Photo by 
Michelle Hay.

THANKS FOR SHARING ZACH. 
Co-editor Holly Scott and Opinion 
Editor Kacey Ross share a quick photo 
opp with Zach Bonner.  Photo by 
Michelle Hay.

MOVED BY THE ZACH 
AND HIS STORY.   Hoo-
sier native and critically 
acclaimed movie director 
David Anspaugh thought-
fully pondered questions 
posed by the Plugged 
In staff during his visit 
promoting The Little Red 
Wagon.  Photo by Michelle 
Hay.

HAS THIS GROUP BEEN 
INSPIRED BY WHAT 
ONE FLORIDA 
STUDENT IS TRYING 
TO DO?  The student 
publications students take 
a photograph with Zach 
Bonner and his mother 
Laura.  Photo by Michelle 
Hay.
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A Buddy Story
A singer-songwriter tries to find himself 

and finds a friend along the way.

For fans of: Once

An Ordinary Family
A homosexual brother brings his boyfriend to a family reunion, and his 

married minister brother doesn’t approve.

For fans of: Little Miss Sunshine

Shuffle
A man wakes up every day at different age, in a different year, 

and in a different part of his life. He tries to figure out the problem.

For fans of: The Twilight Zone

H o l l y ’ s  c a n ’ t  m i s s  p i c k s

One day last year, twelve-year-old Zach Bonner received a phone call.   It wasn’t a 
“happy birthday” phone call from grandma or a play date phone call from a best friend, 
this was a “would-it-be-alright-if-we-made-a-movie-about-your-life” phone call. 

Zach Bonner’s inspiring tale of collecting water bottles in a little red wagon, making 
backpacks filled with goodies, hosting special parties, and walking to Washington D.C. 
and California from his home state of Florida, all for the sake of the more than 1.3 million 
homeless kids in America, would finally be shared on a very large scale in the form of the 
feature-length film, Little Red Wagon. 

A film company had been searching for the single best story of philanthropy in 
America. Out of the more than 2000 stories submitted, Zach’s was selected. His modest 
personality may not reflect it, but he was thrilled. 

However, unlike most young kids, he wasn’t thrilled because a movie was being created 
about him or because he might gain even more fame; he was merely excited for one 
simple reason: more people would learn about the problems of youth homelessness and 
maybe, just maybe, they too might be inspired to take action. “The more people [Little 
Red Wagon] can educate about youth homelessness, the better,” Zach said.

Little Red Wagon director David Anspaugh is 
originally from Decatur, Indiana, and he obtained his 
undergraduate degree at Indiana University. Since then, 
he has directed films such as Rudy and Hoosiers. When 
Anspaugh first read the movie script, he was already 
somewhat familiar with Zach’s tale, having heard about 
it on the news, yet he was instantly engaged. 

“I was moved, but somewhat shamed and 
embarrassed, at my age, that I hadn’t reached out or 
helped a little more,” admitted the critically acclaimed 
director and producer. He confessed that what most 
intrigued him about Zach’s story was “the fascination 
that someone that young could accomplish something 
that large. I’d never heard of anything like it before.”

So what was different about making this movie as compared to others?  “It was really 
fun because all of us believe so much in the message…we love Zach and wanted to do 
it right,” Anspaugh said.  “We knew that if we did, this movie is going to change some 
people’s lives for the better.” Indeed, they did do it right by allowing Zach and his family 
to read the script and even make some of their own changes.   “They did a really good job 
of staying close to the story,”  Zach said.

 In a movie-making industry focused on making blockbusters that garner huge profits, 
Anspaugh thought it seemed funny that a nonprofit organization would approach a 
filmmaker.  To make the film viable,  Little Red Wagon was produced on a very limited 
budget, which meant a very short schedule of only 28 days (the average for a film is 50 
days), made even more difficult by extreme heat. However, Anspaugh said that every 
movie presents different challenges, partially due to the fact that the production crew is 
“like a giant, traveling circus.”

While the movie was shot almost completely on location (with the exception of the 
Florida scenes being shot in Charleston, South Carolina), the Zach Bonner in the movie 
is not portrayed by Zach himself. Apparently, audition tapes were sent in from all over 
the United States. As a joke, the real life Zach Bonner made a tape and submitted it. The 
casting directors were quite disappointed when they discovered that their “perfect actor” 
was, in fact, the boy himself! However, Chandler Canterbury, the actor chosen to portray 
Zach, was apparently pretty close to perfect. “We stood them next to each other, and 
everyone was shocked! They looked so much alike!” Anspaugh remarked. How did Zach 
feel about seeing “himself” in a movie? “It was definitely a little weird!” he said.

“You’ll be surprised how [Little Red Wagon] may change your life in a very positive 
way,” said Anspaugh. Well, it really isn’t hard to believe that at all. When asked about the 
best way to get involved, Zach simply said, “See the movie.” If the movie is anything like 
the interview we had with Zach, everyone will quickly and wholly be inspired to make a 
difference. 

 “You don’t have to have money or experience, because when I started, I had none,” 
Zach noted.  “You just have to have the desire to do something.” And if anyone tells you 
that you can’t, follow Anspaugh’s advice, “Block it out, kid. Go for it.”

Prize winners announced
On Saturday evening, The Heartland Film Festival celebrated and honored some of 

the world’s most talented and inspiring independent filmmakers during the 20th an-
nual Heartland Film Festival Awards Ceremony at the Old National Centre. Awards and 
$150,000 in cash prizes were presented to 17 films. Heartland announced Red Dog by 
Nelson Woss as the $100,000 Grand Prize Award Winner for Best Narrative Feature; 
Crime After Crime by Yoav Potash as the winner of the $25,000 Award for Best Docu-
mentary Feature and Thief by Julian Higgins as the winner of the $10,000 Vision Award 
for Best Short Film.

 

A truly moving picture
Little Red Wagon is an “amazing and beautiful story”

Heartland Film Festival
Truly Moving Pictures
October 13-22, 2011
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Here’s what I did with my $100!
Simply put, it was the concert of a lifetime

     For most teenagers these days 
$100 is rather a lot of money. I 
started thinking do I want new 
clothes – no, do I want a new CD 
player –no, but then I started to 
go through my CDs and I noticed 
that I had a few of Avenged 
Sevenfold and all of Three Days 
Grace’s CDs. Then the thought 
came to mind, I can buy concert 
tickets!  
     So it was decided, the party 
of my life was coming up on 

September 17. Music filled the air, the sun shined 
down on my face, and I walked into a crowd of people 
ready to start the party, it was The Rockstar Energy 
Uproar Festival (or X-Fest) at Version Wireless Music 
Center. This was not my first concert here and will not 
be the last, but I entered the lawn ready to start the 
party. 
     The first band to go on was a band that I wasn’t 
too familiar with, Escape the Fate, followed by Bullet 
For my Valentine, not my favorite. Seether took the 
stage next and I haven’t heard their music in a while 
so I wasn’t excited or annoyed for them to get off the 
stage, and then my favorite band hit the stage, Three 
Days Grace. And last but certainly not least, headliners 
Avenged Sevenfold; which was my first time was 
seeing them perform live. 
     When Three Days Grace performs, they know 
how to make a ticket become price less.  They are my 
favorite band and came on stage second to last. With 
Adam Gontier as lead vocals, Neil Sanderson as drums, 
Brad Walst as bass, and Barry Stock as lead guitar, 
Three Days Grace has released  three studio albums, 
self-titled album in 2003, One-X in 2006, and Life 

Starts Now in 2009. When Three Days Grace 
was on stage, Adam decided to start singing 
“Home,” randomly switching into a song 
he doesn’t sing. At May Day 2010, Adam 
started singing Elton John, but this year he 
started singing Eminem”Lose Yourself.” The 
whole crowd started singing along. This was 
the best part of their performance, everyone 
singing the lyrics to Eminem. Even though I 
had only seen them once prior to X-Fest, this 
was by far the best performance I have seen 
by Three Days Grace.  
     Now it was time for the Uproar Festival’s 
headliners, Avenged Sevenfold, to enter 
the stage. They entered the stage playing 
“Nightmare.” Hearing the instruments 
blaring through the crowd, seeing everyone 
singing along made me start to think, since 
this was my first time seeing them, I knew 
that they were going to put on a good show. 
Avenged Sevenfold formed while they 
were still in high school, the band consists 
of Matthew Sanders (M. Shadows) as lead 
vocals, Zachary Baker (Zacky Vegeance) 
as guitar, Jonathan Seward (Johnny Christ) 
as bass, Brain Haner Jr. (Synyster Gates) as 
lead guitar. Drummer Mike Portnoy joined 
after the bands original drummer, Jimmy 
“The Rev” Sullivan, died on December 28, 
2009 from an enlarged heart; an autopsy 
confirmed that The Rev died from a drug overdose. 
Avenged Sevenfold’s newest album Nightmare is 
dedicated to The Rev. The song “Nightmare” comes 
from an album that was made after The Rev died. Also 
M. Shadows dedicated the song “So Far Away” to The 
Rev, where everyone in the crowd held up their lighters 

s u m m e r   
m o r r i s o n

---
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READY, SET, ROCK.  Rockstar Energy Uproar Festival Rocks Verizon.
 Art courtesy of Google images.  

and sang along. M. Shadows changes course and says 
to everyone to everyone in the crowd, after “So Far 
Away.” “Welcome to the Family”. Avenged performed 
so well into the night that it will definitely be one of 
the concerts that I will always remember. 

Amber Miller, 27, of Westchester, Illinois holds her 
daughter June Audra, on Monday, October 10, 2011. 
June was born at 10:29 p.m. on Sunday, October 9, 2011, 
about 7 hours after Amber finished running the Chicago 
Marathon. June weighed 7 lbs. 13 oz. at birth. Amber 
finished the race in 6 hours 25 minutes. She delivered at 
Central DuPage Hospital in Winfield. (Chuck Berman, 
Chicago Tribune/MCT)

Continued from page ten
included fellow “Oprah” acolyte Suze Orman (who seems to have it in her contract that she will show up on 
every OWN show or else.)

Orman’s question led to a mildly hilarious song about how O’Donnell came to Chicago set to the tune of 
“The Night Chicago Died” (which, for TV critics of a certain age, alone made the show worth watching) and 
accompanied by a group of chorus boys who were soon shirtless, allowing Rosie to sing that “it’s true I’m gay, 
but I’m not dead.”

The rest of the show was devoted to official first guest and new O’Donnell “crush” Russell Brand and his 
admirable ability to act like a semi-strung out dingbat while talking most sensibly and articulately about topics 
as diverse as the playing out of the commercialistic age, the emptiness of celebrity culture and the benefits of 
being a three-time winner of the Shagger of the Year Award. He also brought with him a pre-taped mini-tour of 
Friendly House, a recovery center for women, which allowed him to publicly advocate for recovery and praise 
its admirable director, Peggy Albrecht, but in a way that made a nice point about recovery without getting too 
maudlin _ “This is the first time you’ve appeared on television fully clothed, isn’t it Peggy?”

Which was a good thing, a tremendous thing because more maudlin is not what OWN, with its endless 
rotation of heart-wrenching/breaking/string-tugging reality shows, needs. Yes, O’Donnell and Brand were talking 
about addiction, a Winfrey-approved topic, but in such a lively way that people might actually listen. “When I 
was a drug addict, actively,” said Brand, cutting mercifully to the chase, “I was very annoying.”

Things ended in a very Rosie way, with a game show called “The Ro Show,” during which Carol the 
receptionist began losing badly to the Stanford-educated doctor so O’Donnell started cheating, which gave 
the whole thing a nice Password-at-home feel. Sure, the set is absurdly purple and the Woman For Which the 
Network is Named showed up at the end.

But it was such good, clean fun that for a moment one was allowed to forget that next period it was back to 
the life-lesson-learning grind, with “Oprah’s Masterclass.”

Making a comeback of sorts
Rosie’s new show debuts on Oprah’s network 
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“Giving is what 
fuels us, giving is our 
future.”  These are some 
of Blake Mycoskie’s 
famous words that can 
be seen on the TOMS 
official website, TOMS.
com. Millions of people 
in this world have to 
walk from one mile to 

hundreds completely barefoot, some against their will, 
some not. For all of these people there’s hope.

Blake Mycoskie founded TOMS, a sensational shoe 
that has become popular worldwide. He created a 
brilliant idea: if you buy a pair of TOMS, another child 
or adult in need somewhere across the world would 
receive a pair of TOMS as well. The money you paid 
to buy the TOMS for yourself would go to another pair 
of TOMS for somebody in a country less fortunate, 
someone that has to walk many miles each day. 

 TOMS has been set up so that just ONE day every 
year people go one day without shoes to represent 
those who don’t have the privilege to have shoes like 
we do. Freshman Emily Tucker participated for the 
first time last April while at the junior high. Many of 

h a n n a h   h e n d r i c k s  
---

P l u g g e d  I n    S t a f f  M e m b e r

ONE FOR ONE  

Redevelopment progresses
Reaction largely positive although not unanimous

JUST HANGING OUT WITH SOME NEW FRIENDS.  TOMS founder Blake 
Mycoskie shares his idea and some shoes while on a visit.  Photo courtesy of 
Marina Shayevich@gsspa.org.  

TOMS: A day 
without shoes

you went one full day without wearing 
any shoes or any socks regardless of the 
weather or the terrain. It “emulates the 
hardships of people in third world countries 
without shoes,” said junior Alyssa Baker.  

We do this ONE day and those less 
fortunate in third world countries do it 
EVERY day. Schools relax their dress code 
in support of the cause.   

So for people to understand the cause, 
you can go onto TOMS.com and print out 
a toolkit. It’s basically like a cut-out stencil 
and you would spray paint the words 
“TOMS one day without shoes” onto a 
shirt. This way people will understand that 
you’re not just walking everywhere without 
shoes for no apparent reason and think you 
are weird! Not that it would matter because 
it’s for a good cause and it gets people 
talking about TOMS and the purpose of ONE Day 
Without Shoes. 

Any good-hearted person would understand this is 
an absolutely wonderful cause and that it’s a blessing 
to have such wholesome people in this world. People 
who understand the problems of our world realize 

that this is a fabulous opportunity to give back. All in 
all, the whole TOMS organization is just all-around 
amazing, so do yourself and those who are less 
fortunate a favor and go out to a Nordstrom, Journey’s, 
or online to TOMS.com to get your very own pair of 
TOMS shoes. Help a child in need and join the cause!

NEW PIZZERIA SPARKS INTEREST IN STUDENTS.
Johnny Bueno’s is open on Monday-Thursday from 10am-10pm and on Friday-Saturday 
from 10am-12am.  Photo by Hanna Vongpraseuth.

continued from page one
racing, one commercial, one health care, and one 
that will be half restaurant/retail and hopefully half 
apartment/condo rentals. There will also be a parking 
lot near Main and 15th all in about six months. A 
roundabout is still to come, but in maybe two years; 
they are working on getting the property for it. Harris 
believes, “We are making progress, changing the area. 
It’s a bold step to revitalizing.” 

Reconstruction has affected some old business 
as well. “It’s not for the little guy, if you don’t fit 
in then you’re not on their schedule,” said Sheilah 
Adams, owner of Alterations Plus. Restaurants such 
as Dawson’s on Main and Charlie Brown’s, along 
with business like Plus Size Alterations have had their 
customers drive different routes or park somewhere 
else to still go to their businesses. “It looks nice, but it 
took away a lot of parking,” said Adams. However, the 
owners have obtained some regulars and general good 
enough business to have customers coming back even 
with reconstruction.   

Late this summer Johnny Buenos’s Pizzeria 
and Speedway Centre for the Arts joined Main Street. 
Harris hopes to have five or six more restaurants 
installed within a time span of two to three years.

Johnny Buenos’s
A new local restaurant has over taken a former 

pet groomer space. It wasn’t their first choice in 
location or business either. In fact, they originally 
wanted to open a bar, but budget costs didn’t allow 
them. So, they found the next best thing, a pizzeria. 
The location was chosen because the landowner of 
the for-lease was the first person to respond back. 
However, since Johnny Buenos’s opened its doors, I 
have been hearing positive feed back about the food. 
I myself went the second week it was opened. The 
atmosphere was family yet, it also appealed to teens. 

When I walked up to the pizzeria I noticed their 
window display advertised for karaoke on Saturday 
nights from 8-12pm. Karaoke night is laid back just 

like the tone of the restaurant. 
However, they are hoping to expand 
on their entertainment by adding live 
acoustic like a bar would have. So, 
far they haven’t had any offers, but 
they are open to any who want to. 
This might be a good opportunity for 
you “unsung” talented performers.                                       
 About the food? Amazingly 
delicious given the amount of time 
it takes to make the “homemade” 
cheesy hot pepperoni pizza. 
Although it was thin dish, the flavor 
made up for it. For those that don’t 
have the time to walk-in, they also 
have carry-out.   
You can like them on Facebook at Johnny Buenos’s 
Pizzeria restaurant/café.

 Speedway Centre for the Arts
When the Speedway Redevelopment 

Commission offered the Speedway Arts Council the 
old Rosner Buliding, located at 16th and Main they 
“decided that it looked a lot like a Centre for the Arts-a 
gallery/performance/arts education space,” commented 
Gary Curto on the Naptown Buzz website. 

According to Amy Carroll, who just won The 
Best of Show at the New Harmony Hoosier Salon, 
“We’re such a small community, but we don’t always 
know our neighbors all that well. This is becoming a 
place where people connect with one another, centered 
on the arts,” in an interview with Bill McCleery (from 
the Indianapolis Star.) 

So far they have included a wide range of classes 
that include: drawing, painting (watercolor and china), 
acting, knitting, and jewelry making. Also Heather 
Jacquay, the Speedway Elementary Art teacher, teaches 
after school art, mosaic, and student open studio 
classes. Some of our local artists comprise of: Betty 
Bainbridge, Jackson Harris, Josie Merritt, Christie 

Manion, and Ann Tudor, who teaches basic jewelry 
making and how to knit purses.

 For Mrs. Tudor, she got involved with the 
Centre after seeing an article in the Speedway Press. 
“I went because I love art and thought maybe it would 
be a place for me to have my jewelry. I met some 
wonderful people who are very talented and have 
become good friends of mine.” She has a part time 
business that she started in 2004.

To keep up with demands she makes her jewelry 
a couple times a week. Tudor was featured in a 2009 
magazine called “Bead Unique”; and will be in a 
national magazine called “Belle Armoire Jewelry.” 
Tudor said, “We are very fortunate to have such 
talented people in our city; we currently have about 
20 artists displaying their work with a couple of them 
are Hoosier Artisans.” 

If there are any students that would like to 
display and sell their artwork at the Centre, you are 
encouraged to go in and talk with them. Your work 
will have to be approved by the Arts Council before it 
is displayed and the proper paperwork filled out.
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Cats in hats

j o s e p h  v.  a m o d i o
---

Newsday (MCT)

Cedric the Entertainer isn’t known by his surname. (It’s Kyles.) 
But he is known for a certain accessory. So when he transformed 
from mere celebrity to global brand this summer, he didn’t roll 
out sunglasses or fragrance. (Would anyone buy Eau de Ced?) He 
launched the “Who Ced?” hat line.

“I didn’t want to do something that wasn’t genuine  - I wear hats 
all the time,” he explains.

Same goes for R&B recording artist Ne-Yo, who this fall 
launched the Francis Ellargo collection of Rat Pack-ish fedoras. Nice 
timing, guys.

Fedora sales have risen in recent years, thanks to - do we even 
need to say it? -  a particular TV series about 1960s ad men.

“’Mad Men’ initiated the resurgence of men’s accessories in 
general  - hats, briefcases, the pocket square,” says Kevin Harter, 
Bloomingdale’s vice president of fashion for men’s and home. “It just 
keeps pushing and pushing.”

New retro-’60s shows like “Pan Am” and “The Playboy Club” 
will fuel interest more. Meanwhile, European designers showed 
Amish-like wide brims on runways this year (think “True Grit” 
without the dust).

That’s for fashion-forward dudes, Harter admits. “For everyone 
else, we’ve got smaller-brimmed fedoras and porkpie hats.”

And good ole knit caps. “Oh, yeah,” Harter agrees. “They’re still 
big business.”

Why should rockers and sports stars get all the fame? Or all 
the halls, for that matter? For the past three years, the Headwear 
Association (a 103-year-old industry group) has inducted hat lovers 
(men and women) into the Headwear Hall of Fame, including Jackie 
Kennedy, Sarah Jessica Parker and, this year, Ne-Yo and Carlos 
Santana. The just-announced inductees for 2012 include Fred Astaire, 
LL Cool J and Kid Rock.

‘Mad Men’ style fuels interest 
in fedoras and more

In this September 18, 2011 file photograph, LL Cool J 
attends the 63rd Annual Primetime Emmy Awards in Los 
Angeles. The ladies love LL Cool J in a hat. He was just 
inducted into the Headwear Hall of Fame. (Lionel Hahn/
Abaca Press/MCT)

Shocked but not surprised
A political irony puzzles both sides of the aisle

committee awarded him the Nobel 
Peace Prize without his having a single 
accomplishment to his credit beyond 
being elected. Many Democrats were, 
and remain, enraptured.
      It’s almost a classic case of the 
Stockholm syndrome, in which a 
hostage bonds with his captor despite 
the obvious threat to his existence. 
Even though many Democrats admit 
in private that they are shocked by 
Obama’s position on civil liberties, they 
are incapable of opposing him. Some 
insist that they are simply motivated 
by realism: A Republican would be 
worse. However, realism alone cannot 
explain the utter absence of a push for 
an alternative Democratic candidate 
or organized opposition to Obama’s 
policies on civil liberties in Congress 
during his term. It looks more like a cult 
of personality. Obama’s policies have 
become secondary to his persona.
     Ironically, had Obama been defeated 
in 2008, it is likely that an alliance for 
civil liberties might have coalesced and 
effectively fought the government’s 
burgeoning police powers. A Gallup 
poll released this week shows 49% of 
Americans, a record since the poll began 
asking this question in 2003, believe 
that “the federal government poses 
an immediate threat to individuals’ 

rights and freedoms.” Yet the Obama 
administration long ago made a cynical 
calculation that it already had such 
voters in the bag and tacked to the right 
on this issue to show Obama was not 
“soft” on terror. He assumed that, yet 
again, civil libertarians might grumble 
and gripe but, come election day, they 
would not dare stay home.
This calculation may be wrong. 
Obama may have flown by the fail-
safe line, especially when it comes 
to waterboarding. For many civil 
libertarians, it will be virtually 
impossible to vote for someone who 
has flagrantly ignored the Convention 
Against Torture or its underlying 
Nuremberg Principles. As Obama and 
Atty. Gen. Eric H. Holder Jr. have 
admitted, waterboarding is clearly 
torture and has been long defined as 
such by both international and U.S. 
courts. It is not only a crime but a war 
crime.
     By blocking the investigation and 
prosecution of those responsible for 
torture, Obama violated international 
law and reinforced other countries in 
refusing investigation of their own 
alleged war crimes. The administration 
magnified the damage by blocking 
efforts of other countries like Spain from 
investigating our alleged war crimes. In 
this process, his administration shredded 
principles on the accountability of 

government officials and lawyers 
facilitating war crimes and further 
destroyed the credibility of the U.S. in 
objecting to civil liberties abuses abroad.
     In time, the election of Barack 
Obama may stand as one of the single 
most devastating events in our history 
for civil liberties. Now the president has 
begun campaigning for a second term. 
He will again be selling himself more 
than his policies, but he is likely to find 
many civil libertarians who simply are 
not buying.

continued from page four

is nothing patriotic about calling the 
commander in chief the enemy, which 
Williams also managed to do.
     Whether the occupier of the Oval 
Office is George W. Bush or Barack 
Obama, that sort of commentary is 
un-American.  Williams’ “apology,” 
meanwhile, was unconvincing.
     After initially calling the comparison 
“extreme - but it was to make a point,” 
Williams said in a statement Tuesday 
that he was “very sorry if it offended 
anyone.” Then added: “This was not 
written by some publicist.”
     We know, Hank, a professional 
would have told you to take out the 
qualifier. Clearly, you did say something 
offensive - and the rest of us are 
recoiling in disgust with good reason.

Free but poor speech
continued from page four

‘Rosie’ is a bright 
spot on OWN

m a r y 
m c  n a m a r a

---
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

LOS ANGELES _ Finally, 
the Oprah Winfrey Network has 
something like a twinkle in its eye.

“The Rosie Show,” which 
premiered live from Harpo 
Studios in Chicago last Monday 
afternoon, has been touted as Rosie 
O’Donnell’s much-anticipated 
return to television, which may 
be overstating the case slightly. In 
the 10 years since her syndicated 
daytime talk show “The Rosie 
O’Donnell Show” ended, the former 
stand-up comic and sometime film 
star seemed to be going out of her 
way to shake off the “Queen of 
Nice” mantle she had crocheted 
for herself while sweet-talking 
celebrities for six seasons. In 2006, 
she got cranky and righteous, 
locking horns with Elisabeth 
Hasselbeck on “The View” before 
walking off in a huff. She produced 
and starred in a Lifetime movie, 
launched a variety show so terrible 
it ended after a single episode, and 
wrote a memoir about how awful it 
was to be on “The View.” None of 
which guaranteed, or even hinted, 
that O’Donnell would be the one 
to haul up OWN’s disappointing 
ratings.

Which “The Rosie Show” might 
just do. It had a not bad, pretty good, 
kinda funny, sort of smart debut. 
Not the sort of thing that would rock 
a major network back on its heels 
with joy, but it certainly provided an 
oasis of humor and sunshine amid 
OWN’s endless replaying of the 
self-congratulatory final episodes of 
“The Oprah Winfrey Show.”

It was “nice Rosie” who showed 
up, in Diane von Furstenberg 
“schmata,” as she said, and Prada 
boots, with the best haircut she’s had 
in ... well, ever, and the easy, zingy 
showmanship that has kept her 
afloat in fans even during the rocky 
years.

Wisely, she opened with a little 
stand-up, and sure there were Spanx 
jokes _ the woman just cannot get 
over Spanx, which is, of course a 
very funny word and something 
to which many OWN viewers can 
relate _ but it was lovely to see her 
back behind the microphone doing 
Penny Marshall impersonations 
and poking fun at herself for “the 
chubby person’s shirt pull.” There 
were questions from the audience 
-  “just like Carol Burnett but not 
really because she’s a genius, and 
I’m just me”  - which unfortunately 

See MAKING A COMEBACK 
on page eight
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One sectional trophy earned
Two more championship quests begin later this week

Terrelle Pryor has been a big name in the sports 
world for some time now, especially in the eyes of 
Buckeye Nation and the national sports media. It came 
as a huge shock to people when he was accused of 
violating NCAA rules. 

Pryor was said to have been driving at least 
eight cars in his three years at Ohio State, provided 
by local car dealerships. Pryor was also said to 
have received special treatment by the Columbus 
community, receiving free food at local restaurants and 
convenience stores, free drinks at bars, and free tattoos. 

There were other rumors that Pryor was getting 
paid $500 to $1000 each time he signed mini football 
helmets and other memorabilia for Dennis Talbott, a 
Columbus businessman and freelance photographer. 
Talbott denied these allegations twice to ESPN, stating 
he was never in the sports memorabilia business and 
he wasn’t an Ohio State booster. As a result of these 
activities, Pryor was supposed to be suspended by the 
NCAA the first five games of his senior college season.  

Shortly after the announcement, Pryor made his 
own announcement. He wasn’t going to be finishing 
his senior year at Ohio State. Pryor entered the NFL’s 
supplemental draft, and was selected by the Oakland 
Raiders. Pryor was the only person to be selected in 
the supplemental draft.   After the draft, the National 
Football League suspended him for five games because 
of his NCAA violations. 

Pryor shouldn’t have been penalized in the NFL for 
something he did in college.

In college, Pryor wore the #2 jersey. This is ironic 
because the Oakland Raiders previous quarterback 

A future of promise
Can Terrelle Pryor bounce back?

starter was JaMarcus 
Russell, who wore the exact 
same number. The Raiders 
forbid Pryor from wearing 
the jersey, because they 
didn’t want him to follow in 
the footsteps of the biggest 
draft bust in NFL history. 

Until Sunday, Pryor 
was playing behind Jason 
Campbell, a young and 
talented quarterback with a 
more mature mindset to the 
game of football than Pryor. 
Also on the Raiders roster is 
journeyman quarterback Kyle Boller.  Campbell and 
Pryor are both promising quarterbacks with a lot to 
prove. 

Now that Campbell has broken his collarbone, Pryor 
may have an immediate opportunity to show that he 
has learned multiple things from Campbell to help him 
mature and develop his skills to prepare him more for 
his time to shine. 

Terrelle should be a great backup quarterback for 
the Raiders, with his lightning speed, efficient passing, 
and all around athleticism. Any team would love to 
have such an athletic player with so much potential on 
their roster. He has a lot to give the NFL and has quite 
a promising future. Only time can tell what Pryor will 
accomplish. We just have to wait and see. 

FROM COLLEGE TO THE PROS.   Former Ohio State star and Oakland Raiders backup quaterback works on his pass-
ing game during practice.  Photo courtesy of www.raiders.com.

D o r i a n   Ou t l a w
---

Plugged In Sports Columnist

Last spring, the IHSAA Board of Directors ap-
proved a change to boys and girls soccer, creating a 
two class tournament system.  In June, the IHSAA 
also approved tournament sites for the new tournament 
and the Sparkplug boys were named the host school 
for Sectional 52 which included Washington, Herron, 
Monrovia, and Metropolitan.

Just two years ago, the Sparkplug boys played 
for County and Sectional titles, losing to Pike in both 
instances, their only two losses of the year.   For more 
than two decades the Sparkplug soccer programs, both 
boys and girls have been talent-rich.  This year, the 
boys took advantage of the tourney realignment and 
brought home the school’s first IHSAA sectional title.

The boys defeated Herron 7-1 in the semifinal 
round and cruised to a 4-1 victory over Indianapolis 
Washington in the championship game.   The victory 
earned the boys an opportunity to compete in the Gre-
encastle regional last Thursday.   They traveled an hour 
to play their rival from five minutes away, Covenant 
Christian.  While the boys tied the Warriors earlier this 
season, the regional result was unkind, a 2-1 defeat that 
ended the season for the Plugs.

The girls were also victims at the hands of Cov-
enant but the circumstances were quite different.   The 
girls sectional took place at Park Tudor where the host 
Panthers, arch-rival Ritter, the Plugs, and Covenant 
were all pre-tournament title contenders.

Trailing 2-1 at the half, the Sparkplugs gave up 
two late second half goals to the Warriors to con-
clude their season and that of seven seniors, including 
IHSAA scoring leader JoJo Daghe.  The girls do earn 
some style points -  Covenant is on a tear, winning not 
only the Park Tudor sectional but a bid to the Evans-
ville semi-state, based on their victory over Tri-West in 
the Regional.  

Can they take advantage of a 
great opportunity?

   The varsity volleyball girls have enjoyed a very 
topsy-turvy three months.  In mid-September, the 
girls avenged a tough tournament loss to Covenant, 
defeating their arch-rivals in the championship of the 
Speedway Invitational.   

In the Marion County tournament, the Plugs ex-
tended a highly touted Park Tudor team to five games.  
Yet the team has also flat-lined recently against ICC ri-
val Beech Grove and sectional rival Monrovia.  Which 
team will show up this week?

The girls, under first year coach Sadie Dizney 
will get an opportunity to exact revenge in the open-
ing round of the Cascade sectional as Speedway plays 
Monrovia in the tournament’s opening match.  The 
match is scheduled for a 6 p.m. start.   The other match 
that night features South Putnam and Cloverdale.

With a win, the Sparkplugs would advance to a 
10 a.m. Saturday semifinal.  On the other side of the 
bracket are Cascade and Covenant.   The sectional 
finals are set for Saturday evening at 7.   

Want a tip?   The ticket takers will be charging $5 
for a single match ticket or $8 for a season ticket.   Pay 
the $8 - the girls will be motivated by the chance to do 
three things.   

1 -  Revenge.   The girls want another shot at 
Monrovia.  2 -  The feeling of belonging there.  The 
girls want to prove they are one of the best teams in the 
sectional.  3 -  The ultimate satisfaction.  There’s noth-
ing like defeating an arch-rival or the tournament host 
on their own floor.    

The varsity football team opens play in a newly 

constructed Sectional 30.  The boys may have gotten 
one of the toughest possible draws in all of Indiana.  
On Friday, the boys host third ranked North Putnam, in 

a rematch of last year’s regional game.  This year, the 
game is at Johnson Field and will be televised.  The 
winner will most likely play Ritter in the next round.  



c a s e y   m i l l e r 
---

Plugged In Co-Editor

12
Autumn Athletic Awards
Plugged In sports team recognizes the best of the season

Sports

October Scoreboard
Varsity Football
 Lutheran     L
 Broad Ripple    W

JV Football
   Lutheran    W

Varsity Boys Soccer
 SECTIONAL vs. Herron W
 SECTIONAL vs. Washington W
 REGIONAL vs. Covenant L

Varsity Girls Soccer
 SECTIONAL vs. Covenant L

Boys Tennis
 SECTIONAL vs. Attucks  W
 SECTIONAL vs. Covenant   L 

Mr. Clutch - 
Thomas McHenry

Thomas 
“KicksforSpeedway” 
McHenry (right), kicker 
of the football team, has 
put the ball between the 
uprights twice this season 
to lead the Plugs to a three 
point win. Despite many 
Raider defenders “up in his 
grill,” McHenry made a 43-
yard field goal at Lucas Oil 
Stadium during week four’s 
showdown against Cardinal 
Ritter to secure a 32-29 
win. The following week, 
the Plugs traveled to Monrovia to face the Bulldogs. The score went back and forth until the 
fourth quarter, when McHenry got the nod to kick for the win. With the front line holding 
strong, McHenry’s kick sailed easily between the posts for a 38-35 win.

Honorable Mention: Kevin Lonzo, who has 3 fourth quarter interceptions for the Plugs.

Golden Shovel - Allison Nash
This award is given to the volleyball 

player with the most digs. A dig is the 
pass, after the opposing team’s spike or 
attack, of a ball that is nearly touching 
the ground. It is a difficult skill to master, 
but is vital to keeping points alive. With 
a team-high 247 digs, the award goes 
to sophomore Allison Nash (right). Her 
leadership on the court is essential, and 
has led the team to seven wins so far this 
season. The volleyball team also took 
first place in the Speedway Invitational. 

Honorable Mention: Senior Haley 
Slusher, who has 208 digs.

Bronze Boar Award - Matthew Riley
In the 2011 U.S. Open, Serena Williams grunted very loudly after hitting a 

forehand. The chair umpire called a hindrance that cost Williams the match. Head 
tennis coach Matthew Riley wins the Bronze Boar Award for his exceptional grunt 
after serving. The award is named after the great boar. Because of the shape of 
a boar’s vocal cords, they are unable to speak like humans. They rely on some 
magnificent grunting to communicate.  Riley coaches the men’s tennis team, who 
fell to Covenant Christian in the sectional final. Sophomore Will Jackman finished in 
second place in the conference at the #2 singles spot on top of his winning season. 

Best Shin Guard Tan Line - 
Rileigh Smith 

Rileigh Smith (right), a defender 
on the right side for the girls team, 
was nominated by her teammates for 
the award for her tan line. Her knees 
have a tanned band of skin around 
them, a result of sun exposure while 
wearing shin guards and shorts. 
Smith’s defensive play led the team 
to a great season, finishing with a 
6-3-4 record and placing second in the Pendleton Heights Invitational. The girls’ 
season ended after a tough sectional loss to the Covenant Christian Warriors.

Best Fe Play - Katie Mehrlich
Katie Mehrlich (right) has built up 

so much confidence in her iron play at 
the Brickyard Crossing Golf Course that 
she played an entire round with just her 
Lady Hagen set and her putter. Without 
using any club longer than a seven iron, 
Katie played all eighteen holes of the 
Indiana Crossroads Conference meet 
at Sarah Shank Golf Course. “I hit [my 
irons] straight,” Mehrlich said, “I’m just 
more consistent with them.” Though 
she didn’t take home the trophy, Katie 
finished just a few strokes behind the 
Sparkplugs’ top-scorer Sarah Proctor.

Little Ostrich Award - 
Adam Warren

Ostriches are flightless birds 
that can cover great distances 
with each step. So renowned 
for their speed, ostriches are 
raced in some African countries. 
Sophomore Adam Warren’s (left) 

long stride resembles that of the majestic ostrich, and earns him the Little Ostrich 
Award. Adam has helped the men’s cross country team to remain competitive in all 
of their meets. Warren’s best time is a 17:53 He and his teammates ran their way 
into the regional meet for the second year in a row. Also, senior Holly Scott broke 
her own school record twice and advanced to regionals for the girls’ team.

Volatile Volcano - Chris Paredas
The men’s soccer team recently competed in the state tournament, and tore 

through the sectional easily. Junior Chris Paredas’ offensive explosiveness, like that 
of a volatile volcano, was the key to the dominant effort in the sectional. Paredas 
led the Sparkplugs’ offensive slaughter of Herron with four goals. Last Saturday, the 
soccer team defeated Washington High School to claim Speedway High School’s 
first soccer sectional championship. Paredas put one ball into the net during the 4-1 
win. Thursday, the historic season ended as the team lost to the Covenant Christian 
Warriors 2-1 in the regional championship at Greencastle High School.

Varsity/JV Volleyball
 Monrovia            L/L 
 Bethesda Christian   W/L
 Beech Grove     W/L
 Westfield      L/L
 Lapel          W/W

Boys Cross Country
 County     12th
 ICC Meet    4th
 Sectional    5th

Girls Cross Country
 Team scores incomplete due to not 
fielding an entire team
 Holly Scott finished 4th at the ICC 
Meet and 15th at the Sectional, quali-
fying her for the Regional.


