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A classic board game comes to life
Behind the scenes of this year’s production of Clue

MAX signed with Warner 
“Butterflies” features Ali Gatie

Henry Donahue
•

Plugged In Reporter and Theatre Enthusiast

     Speedway High School’s production of  Clue opens tonight. I’m 
sure you all have questions about it, so I interviewed a few people 
involved in bringing this show to life.
     Senior Maggie Endres is playing Mrs. Peacock, and has been 
involved in every theatrical production so far during her high school 
career. According to her, the most interesting thing about this year’s 
play is that there are two casts. “We have the main cast and an under-
study cast in case someone in the main cast gets sick,” said Endres.  
“The understudy cast will get a show alongside the main cast.”
     Senior Lucas Eversole is a crew member for the play. He’s an 
expert in everything crew-related, from set design to lights to ticket-
selling. He recounted how the crew faced a major challenge during 
rehearsal. “We had to take apart the set in two and a half  hours for 
a Veteran’s Day concert,” noted Eversole.  What he didn’t mention 
is that the set is an entire mansion that includes every room in the 
board game. Kudos to the crew for its hard work.
     John Miller has directed the past four plays/musicals, and is the 
mastermind behind the theater department’s “revival” in recent 
years. “Clue is a comedic murder mystery set in the McCarthy era in 
Washington, DC. The familiar characters from the board game are 
all present, as are their iconic weapons. It’s different from the board 
game in that it’s, obviously, a stage performance and not an interac-
tive Parker Brothers game. There are added characters as well and 
many more deaths to solve.”

AN UNEXPECTED VISIT.  Mauro Manzano is interrogated by Presley Sears 
after a murder at a dinner party.    Photo by Paw Thaw Moo, SHS Media.  

     (Los Angeles, CA) – Today, multi-platinum pop star MAX shares 
“Butterflies,” an emotional collaboration with Canadian hitmaker 
Ali Gatie. The romantic track rings in MAX’s signing to Warner 
Records, and plays as a sequel to his unforgettable breakthrough, 
“Lights Down Low.” 

     Miller also commented on the spring musical. “We have picked 
a show, are getting it approved with the office, and will be able to 
reveal it the second week of  December,” said Miller.  “Call outs are 
December 7th, and auditions are December 14-15.”
     The opening night of  Clue is tonight at 6:30 p.m. There are also 
two other shows tomorrow. The understudy cast has their own show 
at 2 p.m. and the final performance is at 6:30 p.m. Tickets can be 
purchased either at the door or in the school office for $10 each, or 
$25 for three tickets. Go support your classmates! This is bound to 
be a show for the history books.

See Wedding Vows on page three

MAX and Ali Gatie worked together on “Butterflies.”   Photo courtesy gomoxie.org.
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Aspiring for a state championship
Spell Bowl squad advances from local competition, finishes 8th

Benson Boone releases emotional debut single
Signed by Dan Reynolds of Imagine Dragons, American Idol finalist 
promises to be one of the breakout artists entering 2022

     Speedway’s Spell Bowl team participated 
in three competitions this fall.   After a 
strong local performance, the team partici-
pated in the state finals which were held last 
weekend at Purdue University.   The team 
finished eighth which was an improvement 
on their seeding entering the competition.
     Science chair Tim Curts and govern-
ment teacher David Todd helped lead the 
students this year and the state qualifying 
performance was the school’s first in over 
ten years.   
     “Many seniors said they wished they 
had joined the team earlier and are looking 
forward to the Academic Super Bowl next 
semester,” noted Todd.
     Row One:  John Bickel, Maggie Ghold-
son, Lexi Frey, Carmen Quebbeman, Yana 
Decembre’, Dasi Fayigbe.  Row Two:  Tim 
Curts, Alasdair Curts, Lucas Eversole, Jack-
son Hopkins, Mia Donald.   

     (Los Angeles, CA) – 19-year-old Benson Boone makes an auspicious 
debut today with a stunning single called “GHOST TOWN.” A poignant 
ballad with unflinchingly honest lyrics and soaring vocals, this is the call-
ing card of  a major new talent. “Maybe you’d be happier with someone 
else, maybe lovin’ me is the reason you can’t love yourself,” he sings over 
melancholy keys. “Before I turn your heart into a ghost town, show me 
everything we built so I can tear it all down.”
      Benson penned “GHOST TOWN” based off  emotions that were 
pulled from observing a friend’s toxic relationship and realizing develop-
ment in his own emotional maturity. “I saw that from an outside perspec-
tive and wondered what they could have done differently,” the newcomer 
from Monroe, Washington explains. “Love can hurt more than it can 
help. Sometimes the best way of  showing someone you care is by letting 
them go.”

See Hidden Talent on page three



Features 3
Key Club taking active role at SHS
Club members provide a valuable service to the community

Ruth Bayode
•

Plugged In Reporter

Wedding vows inspired new MAX release

      Incredibly, the teenager was completely 
unaware of  his prodigious talent until asked 
to join a band for his school talent show. 
Boone wowed everyone in the audience 
including himself  and suddenly found his 
purpose. An audition for American Idol 
followed, but he withdrew despite being lav-
ished with praise from judges. “It was a very 
hard choice,” Boone admits. “I didn’t want 
to show the world someone I’m not.” 
      That desire for authenticity fuels every 
aspect of  Boone’s artistry. From the hand-
drawn “GHOST TOWN” cover to the 
black-and-white music video, which was 
filmed in his hometown with a little help 
from his real-life friends, the singer/song-
writer doesn’t want there to be any buffer 
between him and the listener. 

      “Butterflies” was inspired by MAX’s 
decision to renew his wedding vows — a 
fitting follow-up to “Lights Down Low,” 
which famously doubled as a marriage pro-
posal. MAX belts on the romantic ballad’s 
chorus. “I won’t stop getting butterflies, I get 
‘em every time I look into your eyes.” The 
pop auteur is assisted by Ali Gatie, who adds 
a soulful twist to the emotional anthem. It’s 
the perfect song to play at weddings and an-
niversary dinners for years to come. 
      “Essentially, it’s about falling deeper and 
deeper in love with my wife,” MAX says. 
Given the song’s deeply personal subject 
matter, it’s only fitting that the visual is simi-
larly autobiographical. In it, the artist cele-
brates the birth of  a daughter — he is a new 
dad in real life — and watches on proudly 
as she grows into a beautiful young woman.   
Adds Gatie, “Butterflies” celebrates the 
beautiful journey of  the long-lasting love we 
all hope to find. I’m honored to join Max in 
telling this powerful story.
      “Butterflies” is the tantalizing follow-up 
to MAX’s critically acclaimed project Colour 
Vision. That record, which arrived to glow-
ing reviews in 2020, found the hitmaker dab-
bling in Prince-inspired pop, hip-hop, and 

Continued from page one even a K-POP duet with Suga of  BTS. With 
that experimental approach, and his incred-
ible penchant for pop hooks, MAX has been 
able to connect with listeners all over the 
world — he’s racked up more than 1.5 bil-
lion streams as an independent artist. Now 
as a major label artist with Warner Records, 
that audience is sure to grow alongside him.

Hidden talent discovered
Continued from page two

   The Key Club is an organization that dates 
back at Speedway to the early 1980’s. Shortly 
after, there were many years where it wasn’t 
as popular as it is now. Why is it doing well 
now? What are the things that come with 
being a member? 
   The Key Club is an after school club that 
is focused on community service.  Key Club 
Sponsor Joshua Peltier talked about the 
achievements made so far and how the club 
activities will progress through out the year. 
     The perks that come with the club don’t 
go unnoticed, as new members who just re-
cently joined had wonderful things they were 
able to achieve with the club. One benefit of  
being a member is that you get the opportu-
nity to help improve the community through 
service projects.  The group helps create a 
good work ethic and it provides a fun social 
aspect to its members.
     The Key Club sponsored its annual Food 
Drive during the last week of  October.. It 
was designed to boost the pantries at the 
Speedway Food Pantry operated by Sparky’s 
Closet and with the help of  both staff  and 
students, more than 400 items were col-
lected. Those items included canned foods, 
unprocessed foods, bakery goods etc. Other 
donations included clothing items such as 
coats, boots and gloves. 
     There was a class competition between 
first period classes.  Mr. Clampitt’s class 
placed first and they were provided a pizza 
party after school the following week.  
     Is this just a Speedway club?   No, in fact 
English teacher Matt Taylor talked about 
not being in the Key Club in high school but 
joined the college version called Circle K. 
He served as a Lt. Governor for the Illinois 
and Eastern Iowa District and oversaw three 

college clubs. He talked 
about meeting a lot of  
smart, committed and caring 
individuals.
   Next month, there will 
be an event where the key 
club members will go to 
the AJ Foyt Wine Vault to 
wrap gifts for  families in 
the community. The event 
will be held from 3:00 pm to 
5:00 pm on December 19th. 

READY TO CELEBRATE?  Key Club members Evelyn Hin-
shaw and Maggie Endres prepare to serve pizza to the winning team in 
the Key Club Food Drive Contest.   Photo by SHS Media.
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Breakthrough season for Plugs
Nine wins, runner-up ICC finish, some of many highlights

Isaac Jinks
•

Plugged In Reporter

     This season’s varsity football team had 
an amazing year this time around, having 
a score of  nine wins and only three losses, 
the team played and worked wonderfully. 
Unfortunately, the team fell one win short 
of  winning the sectional championship, but 
plenty of  goals were achieved this year.
     First,  the team beat Ritter after nine 
straight years of  being beaten by them, and 
their conference games were also amazing. 
“The team’s motivation for this season came 
straight from them.” Head Coach Shane 
Clampitt said. “This season’s team has made 
expectations for next season even higher.”
     People were a little iffy about this season 
at the beginning, but the team kept their 
heads high and moved forward, believing 
they could make it into the tournament this 
season and clearly delivering. The team’s 
goals were also very solid, having already 
beaten Ritter, their West Side Super Bowl 
championship game being validated, and the 
conference championship being a close call. 
Throughout the season, the team proved 
itself  again and again. 
     Coach Clampitt also said that next year’s 
plans of  attack are ready, and that even 
though the team’s losing some seniors with 
great leadership skills, new freshmen and 
seniors will carry on the motivation and will 
of  Speedway’s football team. Clampitt also 
gave a shoutout to Boubacar Diallo, Jackson 
Golden and DeeJay McFerson for being 
some of  the key players and leading seniors 
this year. 
     This year showed that Speedway is a 
team that shouldn’t be pushed to their limits, 
because they will break them. The Spark-
plugs will show once again that we shouldn’t 
be messed with!

REFLECTING ON A GREAT SEASON.   Varsity football coach Shane Clampitt thanks his football team 
for an inspiring season following a heartbreaking loss to Lafayette Central Catholic in the sectional championship game.     
Photo by Maggie Endres, SHS Media.  

Lady Sparkplugs tied for ICC lead
Perry sits #2 all-time for assists

     Speedway improved to 2-2 overall and 
2-0 in ICC play with a 66-12 win over Sceci-
na Memorial last night.   The varsity girls 
travel to Shortridge tomorrow afternoon for 
a 4 pm game with the Blue Devils 
     Alex DeLisle led the Lady Sparkplugs last 
night, scoring 18 points on 7-10 shooting 
from the field.   Malinda Bryant and Dani-
ella Galvez combined for 21 points as the 
Sparkplugs held Scecina to just three points 
for the final three quarters of  the game.
     Senior Camiell Perry (pictured left), 
dished out seven assists during last night’s 
win.   That pushes her into the #2 career 
slot with 419 career assists.   Perry has been 
producing great team numbers all season.  


