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Making History
Girls capture first title

he halls are alive with the sound of music! The Speedway music and drama department 
headed to the hills of Austria this weekend to embark on a musical journey with the von Trapp fam-
ily. The story behind The Sound of Music tells that of seven children and their widowed, ex-naval 
officer father who has permitted a young, zealous, failed nun named Maria to come be a governess 
for his children. Through song and drama, this eccentric, musical family has to put their pieces back 
together in a sweet and heart-warming story amongst the devastation and destruction of the begin-
ning of World War II.  

This year, Speedway is put its own spin on the story with our own Kati Gregory starring as 
Maria! What exactly was it like having the huge honor (and huge responsibility) of the lead role in 
a musical production? Kati was happy to tell us. “It’s really, really amazing,” she said animatedly. 
“You really get to enjoy your part because you know you can be in it for the audience; you’re doing 
it to make them happy.” In being part of a musical production like this, a huge portion of the perfor-
mance is connecting with the audience, something Kati has found to be pretty easy considering the 
connections she has with her character. “We both are very close to God, and she is very loving with 
people - she understands them, and she always wants to reach out and help.” 

A theater pro after being a part of the school musi-
cals for all four years, Kati’s found what really sticks out 
about the acting: “It gives you a chance to be something 
you’re not: you get to be someone totally different, some-
thing that’s not yourself for a change.”

Along with the main roles of Maria (Kati Gregory), 
father and captain Georg von Trapp (John Minnear), and 

Jordan Auditorium is Alive! With the Sound of Music: 
SHS Drama Fall 2012

T

   On November 6, the nation banded together after nearly two years of being divid-
ed. Across the country, males and females over the age of eighteen cast their vote for 
the next president of these United States. On that day, the Plugged In team decided 
to let the underage voters let their voices be heard. The journalists created a ballot 
for three federal and three state elections. These polls were to be used to compare 
the national election with our own school-wide election. Here are the results. 
   Democrat Barack Obama was reelected to a second term. Out of 538 possible 
electoral votes, Obama gathered 332 and Romney gathered 206.  Although the race 
was predicted to be rather close, in reality it was not. 
   In a school-wide election, it’s rather difficult to complete an election via
electoral votes, so the comparison here is just by popular votes. Nationally, Obama 
brought in a total of 60,132,180 votes. Romney ranked second with a total of 
57,432,223 votes.  

School election mirrors national election
Single digit vote difference clinches win for President

MARIA TAKES THE STAGE. Senior Kati Gregory steps in the spotlight 
for her first performance as the lead role in the school musical.  Photo by 
Sarah Fiege, courtesy of the Champion.

CHAMPIONSHIP CALIBER.  Boosted to victory by their 
fans, the Speedway girls volleyball team captured the school’s 
first volleyball sectional championship.  The girls defeated 
South Putnam, Covenant Christian, and Cascade to grab the 
trophy.  Photo by Molly Doehrmann and the Champion.  

   For the school-wide election, 295 students participated.   In our school,   President 
Obama won with 134 votes. Romney plugged away at second again with 129 votes. 
The school-wide election was tallied before the national voting polls were even 
closed. Knowing that Obama was going to win with a five vote lead was nerve-
wracking, if our election was to be any indicator of the national polls.   
   22 other students may have made the difference in the Speedway election.   Lib-
ertarian Gary Johnson collected 22 supporters.  This also prevented the Speedway 
winner from a clear-cut majority win. 

continued on page five
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Speedway High School Presents
THE SOUND OF MUSIC
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John Minnear)
♪ Cast: Kati Gregory, 

John Minnear, 
Katie McDonnel

♪ November 17-18, 2012



Enter the Madhouse
A personal invitation to view American Horror Story: Asylum, 
a perfect example of how something can be so wrong and yet so right

Imagine the absolute most disturbing 
thing you can imagine; a thing of gore 
and guts, darkness and shadows, pain 
and torture. Have you got it? Good. 
Now, I want you to retain that image 
clear in your mind 
as I tell you that 
the introductory 
credits to 
American Horror 
Story: Asylum are 
already scarier 
than that, and far 
more interesting. 

At this point 
you may be asking yourself “By God! Is 
this whole article just going to be blatant 
advertising for the second season of a 
show I’ve probably never watched?!” 
Well, if that is what you were bellowing 
aloud, then congratulations you are far 
smarter than you look! If you were not, 
then know you are inferior in every way 
to those asking themselves that question. 
You should feel very, very ashamed of 
yourself. Oh, and yes this is going to 
be something of blatant advertising, but 
you’ll thank me later for it.

American Horror Story: Asylum’s 
rough premise is the following: circa 
1964 Briarcliff Mental Institution is a 
church-run asylum for the criminally 
insane, run by Sister Jude aka Jessica 
Lange (a nun with a riddled past) and 
criticized by Dr. Oliver Thredson aka 
Zachary Quinto (a psychiatrist with no 
regard for religious mumbo jumbo).

Though, the walls of Briarcliff 
offer something far from the “haven” 
advertised. Hellish creatures roam the 
grounds, aliens buzz about the night sky, 
and sadistic Dr. Arthur Arden aka James 
Cromwell offers a far more sinister fate 
than one thought possible. Alongside the 
events in the 60’s, an entirely new story 
is unfolding in the present day involving 
a pair of honeymooners traversing 
the America’s twelve most haunted 
places, and ending up at Briarcliff. 
Unfortunately for them, it seems not all 
of the inmates have exactly…moved on. 

“But Sam! How can I ever hope 
to know the obviously important 
backstory detailed in the first season?!” 
Well, gentle reader, firstly you should 
absolutely stop shouting out questions 
in the middle of reading the newspaper, 
it’s disturbing to others and tends to 

interrupt my train of thought. 
Secondly, you needn’t feel 
fear well within your bosom! 
While, I absolutely suggest 

you watch the first season because 
it was fantastic, as well, the second 
season has absolutely nothing to do 
with it! They are completely and totally 
separate story lines, separate characters, 
and separate organisms in their entirety. 

So, tune in Wednesday nights at 10:00 
P.M. on FX to witness what can easily 
be described as one of the scariest, 
sexiest, and most engaging experiences 
of your short mortal life!

FACE OF TERROR.  
Briarcliff Manor offers 
little peace to its mad 
inhabitants.  Photo 
courtesy of fxnetworks.
com

Freedom to express you is a 
commonly used and celebrated right in 
America. People of all ages can use art 
music and print to express themselves. 
But not all people can enjoy this right. 
In many countries you are put to death 
if your reigning government doesn’t like 
the message of your art.

Qatar is receiving international 
pressure to release Mohammed al-
Ajami, a poet who was arrested because 
of his poetry. The government said 
this poetry encouraged efforts to revolt 
against the current regime. The world 
was told that the trial was over a poem 
criticizing, but in reality he is being 
unfairly punished over a poem written 
in 2011. This poem’s subject was the 
authoritarian ruling over the region.

 Al-Ajami claims that Arabian 
governments are little more than 
indiscriminant thieves. After being 
arrested for statements like this, al- 
Ajami was put in solitary confinement. 
While he does remain in solitary 
confinement, he has been given the 
“gift” of family visits. His trial has 
been pushed back for a fifth time to 
November 29;  which is great seeing as 
the charge of inciting to overthrow the 
ruling system carries the death penalty 
and insulting the emir carries a five-year 
prison sentence. 

Qatari officials MUST comply with 
the international fair trial standards, 
meaning that while the Emir (head of 
government) 
is of great 
importance, 
peaceful 
criticism 
isn’t illegal. 
Do not be 
mistaken, 
Ajami did 
break a law. 

It is illegal for someone to cause distress 
between the government and the people, 
but we are currently attempting to 
persuade the Sheikh to abolish all draft 
media laws.

As the rest of the world fights for 

freedom of expression all we can do is 
show our support for visionaries like Al- 
Ajami in his battle for personal justice. 
His fate will be decided on November 
29th.  How many more artists will have 
to die for their vision?

Poet tried for life

MOHAMED FIGHTS FOR HIS LIFE. Alajami tried for life
Photo Courtesy of http://www.anhri.net/?p=5804
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Honey Boo Boo Horror
The Learning Channel is decadent and depraved

     Seven year old Alana Thompson says 
“Fans come up to me and I hate it.” 
      Perhaps they know her from saying 
vulgar things about her pregnant sister 
on television, or maybe they recognize 
her as the squealing brat that gags while 
she makes a competition out of smelling 
her family’s breath.  
     She’s crude. She’s sassy. She’s 
fraught with malnutrition. She’s Honey 
Boo Boo. And as she told Dr. Drew last 
month, she’s fed up with the TV life. 
      Of course, those brave enough to 
watch The Learning Channel’s (ha) 

Obama-rama: Thoughts and fun facts

    Well, election season (yes, it is a 
season, like awards season, only with 
much more slander and inescapable ad 
campaigns) has drawn to a close
, and we are now faced with four years 
of Forward. What does that mean, you 
ask? Allow me to tell you.
     “The name Forward carries a 

special meaning in socialist political 
terminology,”  states The 

Washington Times. “It has been 
frequently used as a name 

for socialist, communist 
and other left-wing 

newspapers and 
publications.”

    What does this say about our new 
president? Will this man who was 
supposed to bring about hope and 
change instead bring on a new Soviet 
Union, one filled with slightly more 
money and patriotism than the old? 
Should we now fear for our sense of 
self and our individual well being now 
that he has returned to rule over us 
for another four years? Or should we 
just pass it off as a mere oversight by 
Obama’s political writer? 
    Who’s to say… 
    I personally believe that Obama 
knows where it came from, but, like the 
heart changing from a sign of fertility 
and lust to a sign of love, he is trying 
to change the connotation to suit his 
means, even if it means being called 
socialist by the right, which isn’t even 
a newer trend. Just ask Mr. Lindhorn 
and you’ll hear about Mr. Obama’s 
socialistic ways.
    Now that I’ve got you all nervous 
and on edge about our new president 
(one that we are now trapped with for 
four years, unless he does something 
absolutely crazy), allow me to abruptly 
switch gears and tell you fun, cheeky 
facts about the president-elect and 
his colorful past. Facts courtesy of 

Is “Forward” clever slogan, or a far more 
fearful agenda from the president elect. Photo 
curtesy of theblaze.com

The breakout star of “Toddlers and Tiaras,” Alana “Honey Boo 
Boo” Thompson, right, appears with her mom June Shannon in 
McIntyre, Georgia. The 7-year-old star of  now has her own show 
- and an international fan base. (Jennifer Brett/Atlanta Journal-
Constitution/MCT)

filth know why. Her disgusting mother 
exploits the poor girl as she eats 
spaghetti with microwaved butter and 
ketchup.  
      “Do you like being on TV?” asks Dr. 
Drew carefully. “No!” Alana exclaims, 
and I can’t blame her. Her 33-year-old 
mother, June Shannon, who is certainly 
enjoying her stint as a reality TV star, 
fills her daughter with “go-go juice” a 
brew of Red Bull and Mountain Dew in 
order to keep her going from location to 
location. As with all children, a crash is 
bound to come. Give the poor girl a few 
years, and as South Park has recently 
theorized, she’ll be having a heart 
transplant. 
      But is it fair for me to criticize her 
mother? After all, Shannon had two 
children by the age of seventeen. She 
decided to drop out of high school to 
take decent care of them, scraping by to 
eventually earn her GED. And now she 
has grabbed the opportunity for a little 
fame, money, and recognition that she 
would have never found elsewhere; even 
if it means sacrificing the well-being 
of her unfortunate Alana. Why is it so 

Telegraph.co.uk.

1) He was known as “O’Bomber” at 
high school for his skill at basketball.
2) He kept a pet ape called Tata while in 
Indonesia.
3) He can bench press an impressive 200 
lbs.
4) His favorite book is Moby-Dick by 
Herman Melville.
5) He applied to appear in a black pin-
up calendar while at Harvard but was 
rejected by the all-female committee.
6) He doesn’t drink coffee and rarely 
drinks alcohol (Something he and 
Romney have in common. Get it, cause 
Romney’s Mormon and they don’t drink 
alcohol or caffeine… oh, never mind.)
7) He hates the youth trend for trousers 
which sag beneath the backside.
8) He has said many of his friends in 
Indonesia were “street urchins.”
9) He keeps on his desk a carving of a 
wooden hand holding an egg, a Kenyan 
symbol of the fragility of life.
10) Daughter Malia’s godmother is Jesse 
Jackson’s daughter Santita
11) He says his worst habit is constantly 
checking his BlackBerry
12) His favorite music includes Miles 
Davis, Bob Dylan, Bach and The Fugees

fun (and profitable) 
to exploit the 
predicament of the 
poor and the stupid?  
      In a masochistic 
sense, it thrills us 
to be so disgusted 
and horrified at 
the child-pageant 
lifestyle. But 
overtly, we feel 
superior and like 
Roman emperors 
laugh at the behavior 
of the plebian. 
We all buy into a 
TLC ethic. Pay the 
unfortunate, the 
sick, to entertain us 
with their neurosis. 
For Alana’s sake, I 
suggest we find a 
new hobby.

    Well, there you have it, the newly re-
elected President Barack Obama. I hope 
I have been able to shed some light on 
both the shady and light-hearted sides of 
the President. It may be a little too late 
for those of us who could have voted, 
but at least I can leave you knowing that 
at least I tried to inform you with the 
best of my ability.



November is more than Thanksgiving 
Men and brave women refuse to shave...but for what reason?
   November: my second favorite month. It has Thanksgiving. It has bonfires. I’m 
getting that much closer to ABC Family’s 25 Days of Christmas. All of this is just 
so fantastic. November, however, is when you lock your doors, hide your kids, and 
prepare: the beasts emerge. No, I’m not talking about Belle’s beast or the yeti. I’m 
talking about the pact that most teenage boys lawfully abide by during this month: 
No-Shave November. 
   No-Shave November is sort of an urban legend in itself. How did it come about? 
The beginning is hard to find; some online sources say they heard about it from their 
older college friends while other sources say that not shaving raises awareness for 
charitable causes such as testicular and prostate cancer. Basically, people wanted an 
excuse to not have to worry about trimming their body hair, and November was the 
only month that started with an “N”. 

   You think No-Shave November, and you think guys. 
Guys have always had facial hair. From ZZ Top to 
Captain Jack Sparrow, beards are like the tuxedo; they’re 
never going out of style. But no, women across the 
globe are joining in on the revolution. Legs are going 
unshaven. “I participate in it to improve my time in 
swimming,” said an anonymous girl. “It was weird at 
first but then I stopped caring.” What girls have secretly 
been hiding during the winter months are out in the open 
and there’s no stopping it. 

The Indianapolis Zoo has added a 
new exhibit: The Flight of Fancy, an area 
entirely devoted to the birds of the world. 
The most intricate part of this new exhibit 
is the walk-in aviaries (homes for the 
birds). The African aviary contains the most 
exotic birds, while the Budgie and Lorikeet 
pens seem to hold more commonly known 
birds.

These enclosures are open year 
round, although some birds are susceptible 
to the cold in winter and may not be shown 
all the time. Along with the three walk-ins, 
there are two other aviaries completely 
devoted to a single bird species each. One 
contains flamingos while the other has a 

sort of vulture. “Every bird has a distinct personality” 
the zoo keepers say, and these distinctions prompted 
appropriate names from their caretakers. “There are a 
couple of parrots that go by Norman and Kathy. I know 
what you’re thinking, and you’re right, the one was a 
total Norman.” says the zoo keeper.   

With a majority of the zoo’s birds being 
endangered this new exhibit is quite a large attraction. 
On top of having so many endangered animals, the 
Indianapolis Zoo is also pretty unique in having 
the Flight of Fancy because not every zoo has the 
resources to put together an exhibit of this scale. Since 

its opening, the zoo has received five new species of birds to showcase. Because the 
exhibit is a permanent fixture, you can expect to see many additions as time goes on.

Flight of Fancy 
The birds of the world arrive at the Indianapolis Zoo

A Superb Starling.  Photo courtesy of the 
Indianapolis Zoo.

head nun Mother Abbess (Katie McDonnel), there are always the supporting actors 
and actresses that can’t be forgotten. And many of the supporting actors and actress-
es were new to the high school productions this year!

Lauren Dailey experienced what being a newbie is like! A freshman this year, 
she landed the role of Louisa, one of the seven von Trapp children. How exactly did 
it feel to be thrown into the musical production? “It’s re-
ally fun,” Dailey said. “There are a lot of good mentors 
[in the cast]. I think musicals are fun in general, and I’m 
really looking forward to performing.”

Lauren wasn’t the only one experiencing the new-
ness of the stage: sophomore Angela Fritz is also took on 
the stage for the first time, after previously working with 
the pit and the crew team. “I love being in the cast,” Fritz 
said excitedly. “It’s so much fun and there are a lot of peo-
ple, so there’s always something going on! It’s a lot dif-
ferent than working in the pit or with the crew.” And why 
is that? You’re right in the middle of things! “I’m going to be on stage! I’m looking 
forward to the performance, because I was really surprised to get a supporting role.”

As with all large productions, a tremendous amount of work was put into tying 
it all together for the final curtain call. With a great turnout to see a fabulous show-
case of Speedway talent, another school musical has been successful. Congrats to 
the many directors, actors, actresses, pit and crew who filled our auditorium with the 
sound of music this year! ♫

BEHIND THE SCENES. (L to R) Ali Zoller, Leon Godza, Kati Gregory, Lauren Dailey, Maddie 
Schwimmer and Molly Doehrmann play the chiildren in the Sound of Music. Photo courtesy of 
Sarah Fiege and the Champion staff.

I am 16, going on 17
Actually, she’s 17 going on 18

continued from page one

THE PROOF IS SHOWN  Junior Chris Cronkhite demonstrates the typical facial appearance dur-
ing No Shave November.  Photo by Kacey Ross.

   No-Shave November is sweeping not just the nation, but our school. The last 
couple of years it’s been all the rage, and this year is no exception. No-Shave 
November is a big commitment, though, and one must think said commitment 
through intently before pursuing the challenge. Do you have any big occasions 
during the month that require you to be clean-shaven? 
     Does your hair grow so intensely that it gets in your way? Is it patchy? Does your 
significant other loathe the idea? How amazing do you look with this body hair? 
Make sure you’re ready to follow through the whole month, because caving and 
shaving is not allowed.



Clubs, teams, and fellowships, oh my!
For students who are looking for something more than sports

   Every-
one knows 
about the 
sports at 
Speedway. 
Football, 
basketball, 
and volley-
ball scores 
are broad-
cast daily on 
announce-

ments. But what about activities for 
those of us who are, well, less physically 
gifted? Below are four different clubs/
activities at Speedway that students may 
not know too much about. 

FCA
   Okay, this one isn’t so unknown. 
Many students encountered the Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes, or FCA, 
in junior high. But FCA members are 
consistently asked one question: do you 
have to be a Christian or an athlete to be 
in FCA? The answer may surprise you. 
   “The name is a misnomer,” says senior 
Kati Gregory, who is an FCA member. 
“You most definitely don’t have to be an 
athlete, or even a Christian. You can just 
come and listen.” To join FCA, Gregory 
says, “You don’t have to pay or sign 
anything. You can just show up.” FCA 
meetings are every other Friday morning 
at 7 am.

Spanish Club 
   When asked about Spanish Club, 
senior Kelsi Nicholson, who is the Vice 
President, says, “It’s a club for people 
who are interested in Spanish. You don’t 
have to be good at it to participate.” 
Spanish Club members participate in 
activities like Laser Tag, bonfires, and 
ice cream socials. Says Nicholson, “We 
go on fun-filled activities, and we’re 
planning on having a dance second 
semester.”

Key Club
   By this time in your high school 
career, you should know that Key Club 

isn’t a club for making keys. But what 
does Key Club actually do? 
   Key Club is, basically, a club for 
volunteering. The group meets every 
other Friday, and on weekends and 
occasional school nights, Key Club 
members volunteer to help their commu-
nity.  Key Club does events like Coats 4 
Kids, Rebuild Indy, and volunteering at 
Roland’s Retirement Home right here in 
Speedway.  
   To join Key Club, members have to 
pay a fee of $15. Although the time to 
pay dues has passed, you don’t have to 
pay to participate. 

Speech Team
   Speech is the newest “club” addi-
tion to Speedway, brought to us by 
Mr. Troyer, the school’s new librarian. 
Junior John Merritt is an avid member 
of Speech, and he describes it as “acting 
without a stage. First you pick your 
script. Then you memorize your lines 
and do choreography. It’s a lot tougher 
than acting on a regular stage. It’s a 

HELPING THEIR COMMUNITY: Key Club members listen intently at their first meeting of 
the year. Photo courtesty of Nick Peet and the Yearbook staff. 

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT. Senior 
Haily Merritt and Junior John Merritt (who 
are not related) run their lines for Speech 
Team. Photo courtesy of Maddie Kenny.

tough competition. You have to be com-
mitted to it.” 
   Now at this point, it’s too late to join 
Speech team. But if you want to be a 

part of all the action, you can see Speech 
Team members compete on December 
8th at Butler University. 

continued from page one   

   It was a close one dear friends, a nail 
biter if there ever was one, but in the end 
a  victor was crowned among the drab in 
the streets.
   In the race for outgoing senator 
Richard Lugar’s seat, Democrat Joe 
Donnelly pulled off a win over Richard 
Mourdock by a slim 140,001 votes. 
Donnelly’s sudden influx of support has 
been attributed, by some, to Mourdock’s 
controversial comments concerning 
children born of rape. 
   In our recent school-wide election 
a similar result was achieved, though 
more statistically one-sided. Our polls 
show a Donnelly win of 137 (49%) over 
Mourdock’s 94 (33%) and Horning’s 
50 (18%). This can be attributed to the 
large supply of female voters (a whop-
ping 53% of voters) who could have 
been offended by Mourdock’s com-
ments, and an overall lack of enthusi-
asm for the man’s policies.  There also 
may be an increasingly large amount of 
liberal minds in today’s youth, which 
would explain a lot. 

The remaining results
   Incumbent Democratic congressman 
Andre Carson won re-election and he 
also won the Speedway election easily, 
taking 58% of the vote.  Republican 
Carlos May finished second with 42% of 
the Speedway vote.

Donnelly and the Dems win the federal races
Pence and the Republicans sweep school state election vote

    For governor, Mike Pence won the 
election to replace outgoing Republican 
Mitch Daniels.  While he won the actual 
race by just over four points, his margin 
of victory at Speedway was more 
decisive.  Pence won by double digits, 
winning 46% of the vote.  John Gregg 
finished second at 34% and Rupert from 
Survivor fame took home 20%.
    Incumbent state senator Michael 
Young  won election at Speedway by 
the greatest margin, more than doubling 

the number of votes collected than his 
Democratic counterpart, Brad Waterfill.  
And Tim Motsinger won election to 
the Indiana House, replacing long-time 
Repulblican Phil Hinkle. 
   Piece written by Kacey Ross 
and Sam McGlone

President Barack Obama speaks to supporters at his election-night headquarters as he celebrates 
his re-election on Wednesday, November 7, 2012, in Chicago, Illinois. (Chris Walker/Chicago 
Tribune/MCT)



     Evolving from the black and white 2D animations 
to a full blown, action packed Avengers movie, Disney 
has broken away from their association of animations. 
In 2006, they bought Pixar for 7.4 billion dollars and 
Marvel Comics for 4 billion dollars this year. Now they 
plan to create a new trilogy ending of Star Wars. “For 
the past 35 years, one of my greatest pleasures has been 
to see Star Wars passed from one generation to the next,” 
George Lucas said in an interview with Ethan Sacks of 
the NY Daily Times. 
     Disney bought the Lucasfilm for 4 billion dollars 
and has already released a general date for 2015. Lucas 

wanted to do other things i.e philanthropy and experimental films, but couldn’t 
because he did not want to drag his company into it. “Disney is monopolizing my 
childhood.  They’ve purchased Marvel Comics, Star Wars, and are now considering 
purchasing Hasbro, creators of the famed Transformers toy line. The fact that 
George Lucas has finally let go of his beloved films is both a glorious and terrible 
thing. It signals a new era for the franchise, and it will be interesting to see what 
road Disney goes down,” said senior Kyle Canatsey. To which Lucas is confident 

Disney will do a great job with it. 
     Kathleen Kennedy will be the executive producer with Lucas as a 

consultant on standby. To help ease your minds toward her, she has 
produced Jurassic Park, E.T., The Goonies, and many more 

‘classics.’ There will be more consumer products, games, 
television projects, and theme park attractions, according 

to Bob Iger, (insert). However, I will leave you with 
this: since there is no info about the plot or actors, 

A long time ago in a galaxy far away
Disney makes a leap into the future of the legendary space opera 

STAR WARS 2015 All six origianl stars smashed into one poster. Graph courtesy 
of www.collider.com.

As we 
near the 
end of the 
fall season, 
I think it 
is fitting to 
document 
certain 
autumnal 
activities 
that have 
been going 

on around our city. What food comes to 
mind when you think of fall? How about   
pumpkins, pumpkin bread, apples, apple 
cider, caramel apples, apple everything? 

To begin with, Beasley’s Apple 
Orchard is a great place to get the ideal 
foods for a good fall. Their shop is 
usually bustling with people who are 
dying to find the perfect bag of apples 
or baked goods. It can get intense in 
there (people love pumpkin bread) but 
it’s well worth the hike back to get 
some apple cider made on the orchard. 
For whatever reason, apple cider tastes 

Apples, pumpkins, and a lot of mud
Get yourself in the mood for the season of good food

A perfect 
a place to 
enjoy a bit 
of apple 
cider. Photo 
courtesy of 
littleindiana.
org

Cultural district has a jazzy history
Indiana Avenue is on the rise

In the late 1800s, Indiana Avenue was 
the central of African American culture 
in Indianapolis. African Americans 
new to Indy had begun to settle along 
Indiana Avenue because of its proximity 
to available jobs, railroads, and the 
canal. The Great Migration of the early 
1900s brought more skilled workers and 
entrepreneurs to the Avenue, offering 
a more complete range of goods and 
services to the hub of African American 
culture downtown.  

As the popularity of jazz increased, 
so did the number of jazz clubs along 
the Avenue. It became a bustling place 
where many people had the opportunity 
to make a name for themselves. Among 
these is Madam C.J. Walker. Madam 
Walker became the first American self-
made female millionaire through her 
business savvy and successful line of 
hair care products. 

Before her death in 1919, Walker had 
begun developing the Walker Building, 
intended to be a corporate headquarters 
and factory for her very successful 
company. Upon its opening in 1927, the 
Walker Building became home to a drug 
store, a beauty salon, a beauty school, 
a restaurant, professional offices, a 
ballroom, and a theater. The Madam C.J. 
Walker Theater Center, which has been 
named a National Historic Landmark 
building, honors the legacy of Madam 
C.J. Walker. It was restored in the 1980s 
and now hosts several shows.

There are several sculptures scattered 
around the Indiana Avenue area to pay 
tribute to the influence of jazz music on 
this neighborhood. John Spaulding’s two 
statues (Jazz Musicians and Jammin’ 
on the Avenue) have earned him much 
fame. 

The Avenue is also claims Crispus 
Attucks Medical Magnet High School, 
which was Indianapolis’ only segregated 
high school. Among Crispus Attucks’ 
alumni is Oscar Robertson, one of the 
best NBA players of all time.

Indiana Avenue is definitely an 
understated part of the culture of 
Indianapolis. The residents of this area 
have made great contributions to the 
city over the years in music, food, and 
tradition. They reinvented a lifestyle. 
Indiana Avenue is rhythm reborn. 

substantially better when you drink 
it on the orchard. After escaping the 
tightly packed store, you can escape 
from the other people by attempting 
the corn maze, however we found it 
too be shockingly muddy and ended up 
sloshing back in a line through the corn. 
My recommended option would be to 
instead go back into the actual orchard, 
where there really aren’t people. I don’t 
even think we were supposed to be 
there, but that was the best part of the 
orchard. If you look hard enough, you 
can possibly find some fallen apples on 
the ground that haven’t rotted yet, which 
somehow makes the experience far 
more festive. Back behind the orchard, 
they have a whole pumpkin patch 
waiting to be discovered. As you walk 
through the mostly rotting, decrepit, 
sometimes deflated pumpkins, eating a 
dirty, delicious apple, you develop an 
overwhelming sense of “fall.” Whatever 
that means, I’m not sure anyone really 
knows, but it undoubtedly involves 
pumpkin. 

will it pick back up from where it ended 
or years later? And will the original 

characters return or will there be new 
faces? 

The Madame Walker theater is now 
home to several performances each 
week. Photo courtesy of discoverindia-
naavenue.com



Pampered Pooch

    Many people these days have 
a fascination with their pets. It 
has even come to the point that 
people are now spending more 
money on their pets than their 
own children.  They are willing 
to buy them Christmas presents, 
and birthday gifts for their pets. 
They even dress them up for 
Halloween. They might as well be 
real people. 

    In 1994, Americans spent on average around $17 billion 
dollars on their pets. Last year people in America spent on 
average nearly 51 billion dollars on pets. This includes vet 
bills, food, medications, grooming, and housing. This year 
it has increased over $2 billion. These numbers have shot up in the past five years 
due to an increase in medical bills, and pricing for food has shot up dramatically. 
People feel like their animals are a part of their family. They will do whatever means 
necessary to insure them a happy and loving household. If that means spending 
thousands of dollars, then so be it. 
    Halloween and Christmas are the two Holidays that people spend the most money 
on their pets. “Many people use Christmas as an excuse to buy a new accessory for 
their pet, such as a collar, a lead, a food bowl or a basket,” said veterinarian Pete 
Wedderburn. “These are products that need to be bought at some stage in any case, 
but it is more enjoyable to make a ceremony of the purchase by making it part of the 
Christmas ritual.”
    Is this necessary? Well, these days, pets have become commonplace in many 
American households. It’s very rare to walk into a house in America, and it does not 
have at least one family pet. 

Dogs Cats
Surgical Vet Visits $407 $425

Routine Vet $248 $219
Food $254 $220

Kennel Boarding $274 $166
Vitamins $95 $43

Travel Expenses $78 $48
Groomer/Grooming Aids $73 $34

Food Treats $70 $41

According to the 2011-2012 APPA National Pet Owners Survey, basic annual expenses for dog and cat   
owners in dollars include: 

Do Vampires really glisten in the sun?
The French Assailant explores vampirism 
throughout the decade

Wallflowers unite!
Less lonely kids but not because of Bieber

The Perks of Being a Wallflower, a book written by Stephen Chbosky, just 
recently was adapted into a movie. It stars Logan Lerman, Emma Watson, and Ezra 
Miller and, though it might be a cliché, I’ll say it anyway; the movie was life-
changing stuff, man. 

The movie has been reviewed as heartfelt and 
sincere (rottentomatoes.com) and a must see (film.
com). Kevin McCarthy of Fox-TV called it one of the 
best films of 2012. Maddee Stevenson, a Speedway 
High School sophomore, said, about the movie, “I can’t 
explain it. I was happy and sad at the same time.” I’ve 
seen it three times and still can’t explain how it made 
me feel. Along with Maddee, I was “both happy and 
sad at the same time and I’m still trying to figure out 
how that can be.”  It really was a life changing experi-
ence, seeing that movie. 

Why was it life changing, though, and why has 
The Perks, book and movie, affected so many people? Well, you see, I have come 
to the conclusion that there are more wallflowers out there than one might think. A 
wallflower, by definition, is a person who doesn’t have anyone to dance with and I 
think that a lot of us teenagers, angst and all, find that every once and a while, we 
are dancing alone. But the book, and now the movie, make us kids, us wallflowers, 
feel a little less lonely. I think that’s why it’s had such a profound affect on so many 
people. We are Charlie. 
We are that scared fresh-
man on our first day. We 
are the lonely kid at the 
dance. We are infinite, 
listening to our favorite 
song with those weirdo 
friends we thought we’d 
never make. 

Maybe you have 
read it. Maybe you were to young to remember much about it or maybe you can re-
call your favorite quotes right now. Maybe it impacted your life in a very profound 
way or maybe it didn’t really do anything for you.

Maybe you aren’t one. But maybe you are. 

THE MISFIT TOYS.  Characters in The Perks of Being a 
Wallflower watch the sunset. .  Photo Courtesy of Film.com 

 We have always loved and honored films 
about vampires and other sorts of supernatural beings 
that come out from the night to feed upon our flesh or 
blood or stuff like that.  They feed our obsession with 
death and destruction among thousands of senses that 
flourish consistently throughout the running time of 
such a picture.  I will be previewing the upcoming film 
The Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn Part 2 for your own 
amusement.  Many of you (or all) know what Twilight 
is but do you actually take the time to understand it?  
Probably because like me, I do not wish to understand 
it at all in many ways or am convinced to tell the story 

which is just one big long soap opera with barely any twists and turns to support its 
own lengthy timeline.  If you liked the first part then go ahead and watch it yet I am 
here to present you with another vampire film “Dracula” by Francis Ford Coppola 
with the absolutely outstanding Gary Oldman as the famed antihero.
 Overblown in the best sense of the word, Francis Ford Coppola’s vision of 
Bram Stoker’s Dracula rescues 
the character from decades 
of campy interpretations 
and features some terrific 
performances to boot.  There’s 
no argument that this new 
take on the very old story is 
deliciously fresh; Coppola 
and writer James V. Hart 
have unfailingly followed 
Stoker’s sanguinary romance 
nearly to the letter, including 
scenes never before tackled 
and deleting extraneous pap 
from the legions of cinematic 
forerunners.  The comparison is 
undoubting yet surpassed only 
by the few reasons that these 
two films are.  These movies are 
pieces of art; some are just scraps while others are unique and powerful.  Dracula 
has the intellect to achieve greatness but Twilight has the intellect to achieve nothing 
but heartless cash, much to the placement of Nicolas Cage.  As they go down in 
history, what will you remember: The excellency that is Dracula or the two timing 
and untwisted amount that is the Twilight saga?  
 All in all this film goes beyond the limits of filmmaking and turns your 
mind right inside out for a chilling experience that will leave somewhat 
breathless.  I advise that anyone who finds the twilight series tedious look 
up this version of Dracula and see for yourself that it beats out even the 
classic vampire films of yore.  In conclusion, you have two choices: 
you can either go see Breaking Dawn part 2 on November 16th 
or stay home and rent Francis Ford Coppola’s Dracula.  So 
with this I say goodnight and good luck.
Grade: 3 ½ stars or A-

THE KING OF THE DEAD. Gary Oldman as dracula him-
self tastes the blood of fellow mortal Keanu Reeves.  Photo 
courtesy of spookyisles.com

Spending more money on pets than people



Opening with a splash
Lady Sharkplugs beat Beech Grove
   The girls swimming and diving team 
kicked off its season Monday September 
15 with pre-season conditioning. “...A 
lot of calisthenics and cardio,” stated 
senior captain Riley Evans. “It helps 
you raise your heart rate and get back 
into shape before getting in the pool ... 
you use every muscle in your body in 
swimming ... preparation is necessary.” 
    Evans has swum competitively for 
eight years and is a dual sport athlete 
also competing in tennis. “I have a lot of 
hope for this season!” said Evans. “We 
have new coaches and dedicated swim-
mers, so we have a lot of potential”  
   Leading both the girls and boys team 
is first time SHS coach Andrew Wells 
and assistant coach Sam Welch, a 
former SHS student and swimmer. “If 
the team continues to work hard, listen 
to the coaches, and continue improv-
ing then a lot of the records up on the 
wall will be broken by the end of this 
season” says Welch. 
     The teams meet Monday through 
Fridays after school until six, Saturdays 
at 9:00am, and every other morning at 
6:00am for their practices. 

   

Two hours of vigorous swimming will 
burn up to 1,300 calories, and it burns 
off more calories than walking or bik-
ing. “I love to eat whatever I want in 
swim season,” says junior Molly Doeh-
rmann. “I actually have to eat more to 
keep my energy up and make it through 
the day”    
       The First girls meet was November 
13th against Beach Grove with home 
pool advantage, and the team locked in 
their first win of the season. The Shark-
plugs travel to Decatur Central tonight 
to swim against the Aqua Hawks. 

Plugs sweep to sectional victory
There’s a first for everything including championships

Justin Brent
Plugged In Sports

Laying the foundation brick by brick
Girls basketball team begins defense of Indiana Crossroads Conference title

With the loss of mega point scorer, 
JoJo Daghe, this girl’s basketball season 
could be very difficult. But the team is 
looking past this, and learning to cope 
with the talent available. 

Tuesdays game against Park Tudor 
will be the girls third conference game 
in ten days. “Each conference game win 
is an extreme priority for defending our 
conference championship title,” says 
Jordan Dever, the girls basketball head 
coach. This season will not be easy; the 
girls will have to step up and play some 
positions they are not used to.  

“We will play more like a team this 
year now that we won’t be so dependent 

Sometimes during sports you learn to 
expect the unexpected.  Like the Adidas 
theme “Impossible is Nothing.” 

In sports, you also learn to expect the 
expected. This school year, our volley-
ball and football teams got a little taste 
of both. With the whole school behind 
them, both teams pushed themselves to 
the limit, giving every ounce of effort 
they could to get as far as they could in 
their state tournaments. One team ended 
its season making history and another 
came up fairly short. 

The varsity volleyball team headed 
into its first sectional game very con-

fident. Going up 
against a South Put-
nam team that had 
only won one mach 
compared to us 
winning more than 
twenty, confidence 
was on an all-time 
high. You could tell 

expectations were high from the begin-
ning when looking at players and as-
sistant coaches’ Twitter feeds. Anything 
short of a sectional championship was 
considered a tremendous failure. 

The team came out hot during that 
first match against South Put, sweeping 
3-0. Freshman Melanie McHenry lead 
in kills with 19, while junior Allison 
Nash wasn’t far behind with 16 kills. 
The leader in kills for South Putnam had 
four, proving the game very lopsided. 
Speedway won 25-14, 25-13, 25-10.  

Getting Friday off to prepare, the 
volleyball team was back to business 
on Saturday. This game was a very 
interesting one to say the least because 
even though the opponent, Covenant 
Christian, had only won a total of six 
matches, the tournament was held in 
their gym giving them home court 
advantage. Maybe this didn’t matter too 
much because Speedway isn’t far down 
the road, but whatever the reason was, 
Speedway was ready to roll. 

Sophomore Natalie Owens, Sam 
Rusler, and senior Laura Aust lead in 
serves with 14, 14, and 11. McHenry 
and Nash lead in kills again combining 
for a total of 28. Speedway won the first 
set 25-8, the second set 25-20, and the 
third set, 25-12, making the Plugs one 
game away from being the only vol-
leyball team in school history to win a 
sectional championship. 

Winning the sectional 44 champion-
ship comes with a price though; your 
body. In order to win your volleyball 
sectional, you have to win your Saturday 
morning game and your Saturday eve-

ning game. There was 
a little bit of dislike 
going into this game 
simply because even 

with beating the Cloverdale Clovers 
during the regular season, the Clovers 
still managed to rank higher than the 
Plugs in the 8th spot in 2A making them 
the favorite.  That felt like disrespect to 
the Sparkplugs making the fact they had 
to play two meets in one day not even 
cross their mind and you could tell from 
the beginning. Speedway won all three 
sets 25-20, 25-15, 25-22.

McHenry had a record setting per-
formance with 35 kills proving Speed-
way will be in pretty good hands over 
the next three years. The win over the 
Clovers made the 2012 Speedway Vol-
leyball team go down in history as the 
only girls team in Speedway sports to 
win a sectional championship… But the 
season was not over just yet.

With the volleyball team winning 
sectional 44 on October 20th, the girls 
got three days to prepare for their rivals, 
the Ritter Raiders (26-10). What was 
unique about the time and date of this 
regional match up was the fact that 
the Friday after this matchup, the boys 
Sparkplug football team would take on 
the boys Raider football team in the sec-
tional semi finals. This gave the football 
players and community of each school a 
chance to get out to the volleyball match 
and support their girls before they met 
in football on Friday. The game packed 
out. Fans could barely get a seat after 
the start. The match was tremendously 
competitive throughout and definitely 
was worth the money. Speedway unfor-
tunately lost the hard fought battle 3-1. 

Even with the loss, the girls had no 
reason to hang their heads and felt great 
about all the history they had made 
that season. The future definitely looks 
bright for the girl and even junior Al-
lison Nash knows it tweeting, “Great 
season ladies. I wouldn’t have played 
with anybody else. I love you all. #Nex-
tYear?” 

PACKING 
THE HEAT 
AND THE 
HOUSE.  
The girls 
battled the 
evil Ritter 
Raiders 
in the 2A 
Regional, 
losing in 
four intense 
sets.  Photo 
by Haily 
Merritt.

SWIMMING AWAY FROM THE PACK.  
Sophomore Sam Rusler expects to have a big 
season in the distance events for the Shark-
plugs.  Photo courtesy of the Champion.

on JoJo to score most of the points 
this year,” said senior forward Tiffani 
Adkins. 

Junior Allison Nash, who racked 
up 44 points in the first two games this 
season, says, “Park Tudor is a big rival 
of ours and we will have a common 
goal to defeat them.” Of course every 
game this year is important and they 
want to win them, but by far the most 
anticipated test this year will be against  
new conference opponent Triton 
Central; last year the Tigers went 24-2. 

 But that is the last game of their 
regular season; they have just scratched 
the surface of theirs. They will need 

to defend the home court for a good 
chance of home competition for the 
post-season. The team 
will need to dominate 
the conference and get 
to a sectional game 
this year to stay alive. 
These are all building 
blocks to accomplish 
their goals of making 
a sectional birth and winning the 
conference again.

 


