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Presenting ANNIE
         Five minutes until show time people! Let’s go, go, go!   Yes, ladies and 
gentlemen, the moment you’ve all being awaiting 
for is almost here. The musical Annie will be 
presented next Thursday and Saturday by our very 
own school drama cast and crew.  

This year’s musical was selected for its 
‘many girl roles and singing parts’ according to 
music director Amy Mohl. Leading roles include 
sophomore Katie Mehrlich as Annie, junior 
Phil Sears playing Daddy Warbucks, sophomore Kati Gregory as Ms. Hannigan, 
freshman Amelia Berry as Grace, freshman Quentin Ellett as Rooster, junior Ariel 
Faulkinbury as Tessie, and freshman Ivie Hiller as Molly. Even though there is a full 
cast there are still very young actors/actresses on stage. “There are a lot of freshmen 
for this year’s musical and we have lost many of our leading roles to the senior class 
of 2010,” noted Mohl. 

Despite the young cast, Mohl expects the cast to ‘have fun and put on a good 
show’ as they always have. There will be a lot of dancing and huge song numbers 
and one highlight of the show is the dance to Easy Street.   Accompanying the 
musical performance, the traditional musical breakfast will take place next Saturday 
from 9-11 in the high school cafeteria.
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COMFORTING SOULS.  Molly (Ivie Hiller) and Annie (Katie Mehrlich) share a tender moment.  
The cast of Annie performs the famous musical next weekend at the Jordan Auditorium.  
Photo by Ariel Faulkinbury.

Speedway theatre team performs 
famous musical next weekend

48 minutes, 1 trophy
Sparkplugs take Sectional title
    When there’s a will, there’s a way.   The 
Speedway varsity football team was less 
than two minutes away from a devastating 
sectional championship loss on its home field.  
For Sparkplug fans, the team took what many 
people might perceive as a tough situation and 
made it a series (or two) of opportunities.
    In dramatic fashion, the Sparkplugs re-
minded football fans that the game isn’t over 
until the gun sounds at the end of 48 min-
utes.   Scoring two touchdowns in less than 
two minutes, undefeated Shenandoah would 
be undefeated no more.  And the Sparkplug 
faithful that endured snow, wind, and rain, 
were rewarded with an unbelievable 28-25 
comeback win.   
     Wins over Park Tudor, Ritter, and Shenan-
doah gave the football Plugs its seventh 
sectional title since 2001.  The team will play 
at former WCC rival North Putnam tonight.
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WHAT: Regional 2A Championship game
WHERE: North Putnam
TIME: 7 p.m.
HISTORY: Speedway and North Putnam have 
faced each other in football eleven times since 
1999.   The Sparkplugs won the first six contests and 
North Putnam is currently on a five game winning 
streak. 

COMMON OPPONENTS:
    Both teams defeated Cascade and Monrovia during 
the regular season.
OTHER NOTES:
    North Putnam is ranked as the 39th best high 
school football team in Indiana in this week’s Sagarin 
ratings while the Sparkplugs are rated 82nd overall. 



Bullying: Is this a crisis or just a phase?
Taunting affects students in a negative way
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     You’re walking up the winding stairs 
minding your own business.  You have 
to pick up the pace, because you’re 
about to be late to geometry when 
someone’s leg trips you, causing you to 
crash on your face.
     At first you are in shock, and then 
you begin to hear the snide giggles until 
a symphony of laughter roars loudly in 
your ears. You hear someone say “what 
a loser” under their breath, and you look 
around feebly, expecting a kind person 
to help you up, but no one reaches out 
their hand. That is how a bullying victim 
might start his day. 
       It is a shame that one out of four 
teens will get bullied this month by 
their peers.   It is often assumed that the 
schoolyard is where bullies go to make 
other kids miserable, but a new study 
suggests that classrooms are another 
popular site.
     The study, presented recently at the 
American Public Health Association's 
annual meeting in Philadelphia, is based 
on survey results from more than 10,000 
middle-school and high school students 
who anonymously answered questions 
online. Of those surveyed, 43 percent 
said they'd been physically bullied 
within the last month. 
     A bit more than half said they'd 
been teased in an unfriendly way, 
and half reported being called hurtful 
names. About one-third said groups had 
excluded them to hurt their feelings. 
28 percent said their belongings had 
been taken or broken; 21 percent said 
someone threatened to hurt them. 
According to the results, two-thirds of 
the students said they'd been bullied in 
more than one way over the previous 
month.
     If a student is being bullied, 
unfortunately they might skip school 

to avoid the pain, which hurts their 
education. The study from the American 
Public Health Association noted that 
eight percent of respondents said they'd 
skipped school at least once during the 
school year because of fear of being 
bullied. Twenty-five percent said they'd 
taken other actions, such as skipping 
recess, not going to the bathroom or 
lunch, skipping classes, or avoiding 
some area of the school to avoid 
encountering a bully.
     Bullies did much of their intimidating 
in the classroom, lunchroom and school 
hallways, the researchers found. Those 
who were bullied in the classroom 
felt more threatened and unsafe on 

campus than other students."These 
findings show that it is erroneous to 
think of the classroom as a safe haven 
from bullying and to think that more 
remote or less-monitored areas of 
school are necessarily the greatest risk 
for students," H. Wesley Perkins, lead 
researcher on the study, said in a news 
release.
     In October alone, four teenagers 
took their own lives after suffering 
through the torment of bullying not just 
at school, but everywhere they go. The 
situation is getting rapidly worse due to 
the advancements of technology. Now 
students get bullied whenever they go. 
This is a crisis. Bullying only happens 

because others tolerate it. If we all stand 
up to them, then it might decrease.  

     Tuesday, the very well known 
Call of Duty series added its seventh 
and most anticipated title yet. Call of 
Duty: Black Ops has already surpassed 
last year’s Modern Warfare 2 in pre-
order sales. And as everyone waited 
for November 9th patiently, news 
of the game and what it had to offer 
leaked throughout the internet flooding 
YouTube with countless videos talking 
about what the game has new to offer.  
Gamers and fans alike were excited 
to see the newest features and to get a 
glimpse at what they would be playing. 

For those not familiar with the 
game, Call of Duty is a war based First 
Person Shooter originally set in the 
time period of World War II. The past 
few year’s titles like Modern Warfare 
have brought CoD into today’s combat 
and put weapons being used on the 
field now into players hands to use as 
they play. This year’s CoD takes us 
back to the Cold War era in the jungles 
of Vietnam, a time period no previous 
CoD or military game has ever touched 
on. Call of Duty has four main areas of 
play, Campaign, Matchmaking, Wager 
Matches, and Combat Training also 
with the return of the infamous Zombies 
mode that Call of Duty: World at War 
players will know and love quite well. 

In the Campaign you assume the 
role of four different characters. Every 
character is part of Special Forces 
operatives conducting black operations. 
Top secret, behind enemy lines stuff. 
They are the best of the best, and the 
weaponry and gadgetry are the same. 
The guys at Treyarch have worked 
hard to make you feel like you have a 
military superiority and anything and 
everything they need, they get. The most 
popular new features to the single player 
campaign is the chance to fly a Hind 
Helicopter, guide friendly troops from 
an SR-71 Blackbird, and everyone’s 
favorite, the Crossbow.

The catch and most exciting element 
that comes with Black Ops is everything 
that has been added into the game’s 
multiplayer, this has never been seen 
before in any Call of Duty title ever. 
Treyarch has once again gone the extra 
mile to make sure that your online 
experience is personal and fits the way 
you would like to, a play almost like 
creating your own online fingerprint so 
that no two players will be alike. From 
character customization, to weapon 
customization, Treyarch has left the field 
of creativity bottomless as you are even 
allowed to make your own emblem in 
any way you see fit. Feel like having 
a solid blue gun? No problem.  Also 
along with the new customizable “just 
about anything” comes the first ever 
currency system for a Call of Duty title. 
Everything that can be unlocked in the 
game is purchased with this currency. 
Currency is earned as a match bonus 
in multiplayer; it can also be acquired 
from completing new challenges called 
Contracts. 

Contracts allow you to earn 
experience and money in a fashion that 

is easiest for you. If you’re someone 
who only likes to use a certain class 
of gun, you can pick that certain 
contract to complete during a game 
and be rewarded at the end. From ace 
paints, RC car kill streaks, to exploding 
crossbows, all of this money allows the 
player to pick and choose exactly what 
they want, when they want it. No more 
ranking up and completing challenges to 
unlock the one perk or attachment that 
best suits you. As soon as you have the 
cash to purchase whatever you want, it’s 
yours instantly, but if you’re looking to 
make big bucks and a bigger challenge 
than just normal matchmaking, the 
game’s new ‘Wager Matches’ allows 
you to put your money where your 
mouth is. 

Wager Matches are a whole new 
set of free-for-all game types set aside 
from the normal multiplayer matches. In 
Wager Matches you’re wagering your 
cash that you will place “In the money” 
which means you’re betting that you 
will place in the top three. If you do 
not place in the top three you lose you 
simply don’t get paid while the victors 
collect their spoils. Every game type in 
the Wager Match category has its own 
unique rules and game play but each 
being as unforgiveable as the last. These 

See EXTRAORDINARY 
on page five

VICTIM OF BULLYING
Marcus Bell committed suicide due to 
the effects of bullying.  Photo courtesy of 
www.wishtv.com.



Cain Wallace 
“Watching the Lions 
try to win. That’s 
pretty funny.”

Wait, what did you say happened?
Speedway students tell their Thanksgiving stories
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      Every year America joins together to 
enjoy turkey and football on the fourth 
Thursday of every November, that’s 
what typically happens.  However, not 
all families are the typical holiday goers. 
What about the students of Speedway 
High school? What are our strangest tra-
ditions, and what are your most embar-
rassing stories? 
     After taking a brief survey we chose 
the most intersting stories that you, the 
students of speedway highschool, had 
to offer.

    What is the strangest Thanksgiving 
tradition you’ve ever celebrated?

Alex Judge

“I used to celebrate 
thanksgiving at my 
grandfather’s. The 
tradition was the 
youngest male there 
has to shoot the day’s 
Turkey.”

Kati Gregory
“Each family is 
given a name of an-
other family member, 
and this is the person 
you would give a 
Christmas present at 
Christmas.”

What is your most embarrassing 
Thanksgiving moment?

Angela Johnston

“When I was eleven 
I went to my aunt’s 
house, as I did every 
other year, and when 
all the people arrived 
we sat down and 
said grace, then my 
aunt passed me the 

mashed potatoes. My cousin scared me 
and I flipped the spoon by accident caus-
ing my face and hair to have mashed 
potatoes all in them.”

Lindsay Culp
“I fell asleep and 
started talking in 
my sleep. I woke up 
with a lot of people 
looking/ listen-
ing to me because 
they thought I was 
awake.”

Lauren Espique 

“Well I went to Chi-
cago and I was about 
to go and eat. I was 
playing with a little 
toy cap gun. A spark 
flew from it and out 
onto the sleeves on 

my sweater. My arms burst into flames 
and I ended up getting patted down. 
Thank the Lord I was wearing a turtle 
neck. But I ended up running into the 
other room crying with my teddy bear. I 
was six.”
What is the funniest or most exciting 
Thanksgiving football moment you’ve 
ever experienced or viewed?

Mackenzie McKnight 
“My uncle and I 
were playing football 
in the yard, and we 
were trying to catch 
the ball and we ran 
into each other.” 

Sam Higginbotham
“Always watching 
Peyton and Harrison 
when they were the 
two main players.”
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     When I chose to write this article, 
my main point was to inform people 
to lock their lockers and keep their 
belongings safe. I wanted to make this 
high school a better place by decreas-
ing the amount of thefts we had. Now 
that I have talked to a couple of the 
faculty members about what they 
thought about personal responsibility, 
I’ve decided differently. Yes, I still 
want to make this a better environ-
ment for us all, but I’m going to do it 
in a different way. Instead of ad-
dressing the result of a problem, why 
not address the problem itself? Our 
generation.
     Personal responsibility-a character 
trait as most call it, but there is no one 
definition for it. It’s a complicated 
idea, personal responsibility, and 
I’m not sure why. “The thing about 
personal responsibility you have to 
understand is that at some point in 
your life you have to make that step-
the step of maturing. I usually see that 
jump between freshman and sopho-
more year. But now it’s starting to 
come later and later, into sophomore 
to junior year and unfortunately junior 
to senior year,” Said English teacher 
Jordan Dever.
     Dever is right, maturity is a concept 
that our generation does not under-
stand (i.e. disrupting class with noises 
or throwing paper wads). Some may 
say that our generation isn’t as intel-
ligent as others that have come before 
and that’s why we’re not comprehend-

ing the importance of this lesson. But I 
disagree with whoever says that.
     Some adults say we don’t care, which 
is true. Some adults say were lazy, 
which is true. Some adults call us brats, 
which sadly is true. Self-entitlement 
drives the laziness and apathy and as 
children we learn from sight, we do 
what our parents do, we act as our 
parents act. Yet our parents still wonder 
why were apathetic?
     We don’t care, because we were 
never taught to care. We get a trophy 
for participating. Whether we win or 
lose we always get a prize. “Everybody 
getting a trophy is stupid. It ruins all 
competition,” stated Sam Petrovich, 
senior.  We’re lazy, because our parents 
did everything for us. We get called 
brats, because our parents gave us 
everything, which gave us a feeling of 
self entitlement. They say we don’t have 
personal responsibility, is that maybe 
because they were responsible for us in 
our place?Personal responsibility is not 
a burden, it’s a blessing. If we choose 
to accept personal responsibility we are 
choosing to take it upon ourselves to 
admit that the choices we make are our 

own. We, not anyone else, are respon-
sible for the way we act and feel. It is 
our life and we are in charge of it.
     We can make the choice to love it, or 
hate it. No, we are not responsible for 
the things that happen to us, but when 
those things happen we are responsible 
for the way we react to them. This 
becomes clear when we understand 
that PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
IS NOTHING OTHER THAN THE 
FREEDOM TO CREATE OUR OWN 
LIFE.
     Many people, as children, complain 
that we don’t have enough choice in 
our own lives. So through accepting 
personal responsibility, were taking our 
own lives into our own hands. “Many 
parents call and ask why their son or 
daughter is failing. The student can’t ad-
dress the problem for themselves,” said 
Scott Stevens, science teacher.
     If you don’t accept personal respon-
sibility, you’re just setting yourself up 
for unhappiness. Because if you aren’t 
responsible for yourself you become 
extremely dependent on others and you 
don’t know how to function for your-
self.

RESPONSIBILITY
Take on personal 
responsibility, and it 
will benefit you and 
your school.
Graphic recreation 
courtesy of Google 
Images.

Improve your school and 
grow personally responsible
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Are you in the know?

Black Friday is fast approaching
Use these tips and tricks to succeed that day
1.	 Be	Prepared	

Black Friday can become a wild crowd 
of crazed shoppers, so it is in your best 
interest to be prepared. Remember to 
wear comfortable shoes, such as tennis 
shoes. Anything with a heel is a no-no; 
you will be hustling to many stores in 
a short time. Bring small snacks and 
portable drinks. Doing this will help 
you avoid the long lines in drive-thru’s 

and food courts. If you are going to 
brave the early morning crowds by 
waiting for a store to open, remember 
to dress in layers. It is November 
and it is chilly, but the stores will be 
warm because of all the bodies, so 
try to dress in a shirt and a jacket and 
probably keep a warmer coat in your 
car just in case. 
2.	 Plan	Ahead

Making a map of the stores you must 
go to may sound silly but it is one 
of the best strategies. Make sure you 
research and look for the best prices. 
Most people just skim the ads and 
don’t realize that most ad’s are time- 
sensitive. Prioritize your shopping by 
must haves down to maybes, it will 
save you a lot of time in the long run.  
3.	 Internet	Shopping 

Cyber Monday is always the Monday 
after Black Friday and they usually 
have deals just as good as in stores 
on Black Friday. Also many websites 
offer their Black Friday door busters 
online until 11 am. If you don’t want 
to go out into the crowds and you need 
to start your holiday shopping this is 
for you. I would still look at the ads for 
the promotional codes and to see if the 
deal your looking for will be available 
online. 
4.	 Compare	Prices

Many stores offer price matches 
to other stores on Black Friday. 
Compare the options for the 
product, some places will have an 
IPod for half off only to find its 
for one color. The more ad’s you 
have to compare to the better. Also 
look up the product online to make 
sure it is coming with all of the 
essential parts. Many places will 
sale a printer for a very cheap price 
and not include ink or the cable to 
hook it up to your computer with.

5.	 Look	for	Coupons

Many places will honor coupons you 
bring in that aren’t expired, of course. 
That is how most people come up with 
some of the best deals. There are also a 
fair share of stores that will not honor 
coupons, so don’t argue with the clerk 
checking you out about your coupon. 
Black Friday ad’s also have many 
coupons that are redeemable only on 
this day. 
6. Make Friends

Standing in long lines to check out 
and to get into stores can be very 
boring. Talking to people around you 
can help you find Black Friday deals 
you might have missed, or that you 
both want. Also if you are going at the 

Black Friday sales alone, you might find 
someone to help you out. 
7.	 Don’t	forget	about	Yourself

Black Friday is meant for holiday 
shopping, the deals you can find are 
phenomenal. Yes, the presents come 
first, but don’t forget to treat yourself 
to some of the Black Friday sales. The 
shoes, purses, clothes, and everything 
imaginable is right at your finger tips; 
seize the day! It wouldn’t kill you to 
splurge a little for yourself. 
8.	 Bring	a	Partner

It is always a rush for everyone on 
Black Friday, all the people, the early 
mornings, the anticipation. The things 
you will find can be very large and 
heavy. Who is going to help you put this 
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In this world where holidays are affiliated with either 
religion or patriotism, it’s a relief when the one holiday comes 
around that has to do with neither, Black Friday. Many people 
have heard of Black Friday and think of it as the day that your 
parents get up super early to get to your favorite store to get the 
best holiday presents they can find, at a reasonable price too. 
 Black Friday is believed to have originated on the East coast 
in 1966. Shoppers would describe this day as black Friday 
because the streets would be crowded with people and cars, 
causing the air to look black because of all the pollution. Black 
Friday is believed to be the start of the holiday season because 
of the Santa Claus that ends the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade that takes place in New York City.
 Some hot toys of 2010 are the Sing-A-Ma-Jig by Fisher Price 
and the ever so popular Zhu-Zhu pets 2010 editions. Personally, 
I believe the Zhu-Zhu pets will be a hit once again. Last Black 
Friday my family got Zhu-Zhu pets for my younger cousins and 
we got them for such a steal at Target. We purchased them for 
$5 each compared to their retail price of $10. 
 Also for those of us leaving for college, Black Friday is 
the ideal time to get dorm room furniture.  Ashley’s Home 
Furniture Store usually has a sale where you get a wrist band 
that is good for up to 50% off on your entire purchase. 
 People looking for the best sales on electronics should start 
off their day at Best Buy. They open their doors at 5am and their 
sales run all day long or until they run out of their products, 
and no, they do not give rain checks on Black Friday. I would 
personally use Best Buy’s strictly for electronics, televisions, 
computers, cameras, and MP3 players. The reason I say this 
is because places such as Wal-Mart offer CD’s, DVD’s, and 
video games at a much cheaper price. At Wal-Mart, if you can 
get there early enough, you can get the games Just Dance 2 and 
Black Ops for almost half off. A lot of times Wal-Mart will offer 
sales on their DVD’s and CD’s like Buy one Get two free, or up 
to 50% off new releases. 
 Clothes at Kohls, H&M, Marshalls, and Aeropostale always 
have very good Black Friday deals. Kohls clothing is anywhere 
from 25% off to 50% off. Their sweaters are known to be one of 
their fastest selling items on Black Friday. H&M’s store items 
are all 25% off, although there are some restrictions to this sale, 
I think it’s a good deal. Marshall’s also offers an extra 25% off 
of their entire store. With Marshall’s already low prices and an 
extra 25% off you can buy a couple more cute holiday outfits. 
At Aeropostale they offer sales such as buy five shirts for $25 
get two free. I’m not sure about you, but 7 shirts for $25 is an 
amazing deal.  They also give out bags that you can fill up and 

in your cart? Who is going to help you 
put this in your car? A partner, that’s 
who!Always be very careful on picking 
your Black Friday partner, you don’t 
want someone who is going to complain 
after 3 hours of shopping or 30 minutes 
in line. You need an early bird who 
wants to go to the same places as you 
do. If they don’t want to brave the cold 
and the crowds then they are not the 
right person for you.

Always be cautious of your 
surroundings, there are people who are 
willing to steal your items from your 
cart, purse, or car. Be careful when using 
a credit card because many people will 
steal your card number and shop online. 
These tips are some of the best for all 
holiday season shopping, especially 
Black Friday. Happy shopping!

receive an extra 15-25% off anything you can fit into them. 
Most of these clothing sales end around 11 am, so shop early 
for the best prices. 
 Now that we have discussed the basic toys, electronics, 
and clothes; it is time to get to home supplies and 
decorations. Since Black Friday is the start to the holiday 
season, now is the time everyone is putting up their holiday 
decorations. Maybe you want a fresh new look for your 
home this year or just need new decorations, but on Black 
Friday there are deals on EVERYTHING!
 Bed, Bath, and Beyond always is the go to for good 
deals on home decorations such as curtains, covers, kitchen 
appliances and utensils for my family and me. On Black 
Friday their 
sales last all day 
long and they 
also have early 
bird specials for 
those serious 
Black Friday 
participants.
 Last year’s 
sales included over half off on most things in the store and if 
you purchased $40 worth of participating products you got a 
free bag filled with 10 of the most wanted items. Bed, Bath, 
and Beyond house decorations are very high end and will last 
you a while. 

Another home store that has superior deals on Black 
Friday is Lowe’s. Yes, Lowe’s usually isn’t the first store 
that comes to mind when thinking about where to get the 
best price on kitchen utensils; which it isn’t but there are a 
lot of other deals at Lowe’s that can save you a lot. Lights 
to decorate your house with are usually about 50-75% off. 
Lowes’ tools are usually anywhere from 30-50% off if you 
have a handyman, or woman around your house. 
 Hopefully this will help you map out for plan of attack on 
Black Friday. Remember most sales do end around 11A.M., 
and there will be more sales for the rest of the weekend. I 
know I will be out at the crack of dawn getting some of the 
best sales of the year, hopefully I see you out there!

Contest winner
    Thanks to all of our readers for participating in the voting 
for our photography contest from Issue Two.   Junior Clayton 
Adams was selected the winner for his front page photo.

Briana
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matches are for the adrenaline 
junkies that want to play with 
something to lose, or gain. 

On the flipside Black Ops will also 
be including a brand new “Combat 
Training” mode where new players 
can go to learn the basics of Call of 
Duty and get a feel for the multiplayer 
game play. Www.CallofDuty.com says 
“Combat Training is a great resource 
for all player levels. New players and 
those typically interested only in single 
player can jump in to learn the basics 
of the multiplayer experience and get a 
feel for different load outs. Familiarize 
yourself with the maps and evolve 
your fighting strategies before joining 
competitive play.”  

Combat Training may also be of use 
to players already used to competitive 
play as also said “Veterans can use 
Combat Training to their advantage, as 
well. Work out new strategies and fine 
tune load outs without affecting your 
kills/death ratio. Nail down formations 
and team chemistry with your clan, and 
choose the maps you need to work on 
to get a better sense of spawn points 
and player flow.”  For the first time 
Call of Duty will also feature theatre 
mode will also allow the player to play 
a match and then go back and watch 
the match to record or take pictures of  
whatever they’d like. 

Overall, I’m excited for this game. 
The look of campaign seems very 
gritty and is guaranteed to have 
awesome cinematic cut scenes that 
make you feel like you are part of 
a team of natural war machines.  
The Multiplayer seems vast with 
opportunities to find your favorite 
look and weapon and be able to fully 
customize everything about your 
character and the way you want to be 
seen when you play. 

Wager Matches are what I’m going 
to be spending a majority of my time in 
the game on. The new currency system 
adds the awesome feeling it is to be 
rolling in dough and to be able to buy 
whatever you want by the satisfying 
feeling of taking someone’s money, or 
the feeling of going from broke to rich 
with only a few simple rules. As a long 
time fan of the series, this is the game I 
am most excited for. 

Although Black Ops is not projected 
to sell 16 million copies like Modern 
Warfare 2, I believe the opposite and 
guess that Black Ops easily outsells 
Modern Warfare just because so many 
people are starting to catch onto the 
rising trend of Call of Duty and its 
popularity exceeds even most games 
like Halo. Black Ops will be a fun 
game for new players and first time 
players and for the veteran’s of the 
game it’s a whole new challenge that 
awaits. 

It’s extraordinary
Latest version of game 
lives up to the hype

Make the right call
Fashion tips for the winter
     So, fall’s nearly over and our nice autumn clothes are getting 
just a little too light for the harsh, cold winter weather.  We 
begin putting away our cute little sweaters and head out to 

shop for something 
just slightly - or rather, 
dramatically - warmer.
      But why does it seem 
so hard to find something 
warm yet fashionable? 
Maybe you’ve just 
been searching all the 

wrong stores, or maybe you just don’t have that fashion forward 
instinct and just need a little 
help discovering your inner  
style. 
     SHOES!  Boots are 
the number one thing 
guaranteed to make over 
your wardrobe, and without 
breaking your bank. They’re easy to pair with just about 
anything (if you’re not quite a pro with fashion), and extremely 
easy to find – being that they are in such high demand! Grab 
yourself a pair, or a few, and transform your style in one simple 
buy - or step!
Ankle booties, mid-calf boots, and over the knee suede boots 
-‘it’ boots of the moment!
     Skinny Cargo pants have been a huge hit lately with many 
high-fashion celebrities. They’re now made more affordable, 
yet just as fashionable so you too can have the look of the stars! 

They come in a military green or a khaki tan and go great 
with long tees, sweaters, and scarves. 
     Patchwork- Patchwork clothing, as hobo-like as it may 
seem, is actually making a huge hit on the runway! With 
patchwork clothing, you get to be very creative and form 
a one of a kind look that no one else will have. Pair it with 
various colorful accessories or articles of clothing, but be 
careful! You don’t want to be the one to over-do it.
     Fringe- Fringe is back, but not quite as popular as before. 
It can be used to add a little pizzazz to your outfit, but it 
can easily be overdone.  Try wearing one fringed-article of 
clothing with your outfit. Two pieces will be WAY too much.

BTW: Check out the new fringed 
UGG boots! They’re adorable!
     Scarves- Yup, Scarves are still in 
style. You can bet on them not leaving 
my wardrobe for quite awhile!
Leopard print- Animal prints have 
been in style for quite awhile now, but 

you can bet on seeing an even larger rise in animal print this 
winter- one print being the most popular- Leopard. 
     MAKEUP!
The hottest makeup collection of the 2010-2011 winter sea-
son is here! Smashbox released their ‘Make a Wish’ collec-
tion with several different palettes to choose from. A portion 
of the proceeds will go to the Children’s Miracle Network.

continued from page two
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Remembering those who have fallen
Fort Hood tragedy occured just over a year ago

Secretary of the Army John McHugh pins Sgt. Kimberly Munley with an award for her heroic actions during the Fort Hood, 
Texas, massacre during a ceremony commemorating the one-year anniversary of the incident, where 13 people were killed and 
dozens wounded, on Friday, November 5, 2010, at Fort Hood. (Sonya N. Hebert/Dallas Morning News/MCT)



19th annual Heartland Film Festival 
October entertainment event not an ordinary movie theater experience
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     The average American watches about sixty movies 
per year, but how often does one get the opportunity 
to actually watch a movie with the group or individual 
who created it? The Heartland Film Festival is a unique 
event offering this one-of-a-kind opportunity. By offer-
ing free Starbucks Coffee to all attendees of the Heart-
land Films and also encouraging filmmakers to attend 
the local screenings of their films, Heartland managed 
to create a movie-viewing experience that was very 
different from any I’ve ever had.
     With a record number of 102 films showcased over 
a ten day period, this year’s 19th annual Heartland 
Film Festival offered something for everyone. Heart-
land Truly Moving Pictures, the organization behind 
the film festival, honors filmmakers whose creations 
artistically explore the positive feelings and aspects 
of life. This year’s original 832 entries were narrowed 
down to 17 award-winning films and 69 Official Selec-
tions by a panel of volunteers.
     This year was also special for Heartland because, 
for the first time, a high school film competition was 
introduced. In this unique program, younger filmmak-
ers were allowed to enter their short films for showcas-
ing during the festival. Many students entered, but only 
eleven were chosen for best representing the theme of 
Hope.
     This collection of short films created by students 
close to my own age proved to be truly inspiring. Any-
one can get out a Webster’s Dictionary and look up the 
definition of the word hope. However, after watching 
each of the eleven short films based around this single 
word, I realized that a word can have many different 
meanings, depending on whom you ask. While one 
person may think of the hope that their love will last 
forever, another person might think of an earthquake 
survivor’s hope to stay alive.
     When the collection viewing was over, there was a 
brief question and answer session held in the theater 
with the creators of two of the high school films. One 
duo of filmmakers admitted that their film was simply 
something they created for a school project, and that 
they hadn’t originally planned to even enter it into 
the contest. Their short film followed the relationship 

between a boy and a girl as they met, fell in love, got 
married, and grew old together. The inspiration was 
their hope that their love will never die. The creative 
catch about this film, however, was the fact that it only 
showed the two lovers from the neck down.
     The other filmmaker interviewed was an eleven-
year-old boy named Luke Broyles. His film illustrated 
the life of his best friend Michael who has cerebral 
palsy. Luke began making films at age “six-and-a-half” 
with no classes or help from his parents, and Heart-
land was already his fourth film festival! Why was an 
eleven-year-old allowed into the high school category? 
His film was so beloved by the judges they decided 

A PRODIGY IN FILMMAKING
Eleven-year-old Luke Broyles’ film Michael was a huge hit 
in this year’s film festival

that it simply 
had to be 
showcased. 
These kids 
simply 
pursued their 
passion for 
film mak-
ing, and now 
they have 
the chance to see their own creations up on the big 
screen. Look out Stephen Spielberg, our generation’s 
got a surprise coming!

A magical night for Harry Potter fans
Midnight showing for the Deathly Hollows is 11/19

“There’s 
always room 
for a story that 
can transport 
people to 
another 
place.” Joanne 
Rowling, the 
author of the 
Harry Potter 

series, has been working on the idea of a boy who lived 
for twenty years now. Who would have thought that 
on that day back in 1990, the Harry Potter story would 
evolve into the phenomenon that it is today?

J.K. Rowling started writing the Harry Potter books 
in 1990, after the entire idea of a wizarding world 
came to her on a train ride to London. She wrote down 
as much as she could on a sickness bag and used that 
later to propel her to become the first living female 
billionaire author. When she first tried to publish Harry 
Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone in Europe, it took 
her almost two years to find a publisher. Bloomsbury 
Press published Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s 
Stone in 1996, and in 1997 it was published in the 
United States as Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone. 

Thirteen years later, millions of copies have been 
sold. On November 19th, the first part of the last 
installment, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, 
will be released into theaters. Thousands of crazed 
Harry Potter fans will dress up as their favorite 
characters and wait in line 
to see the last movie at 
midnight. Will you be one of 
them? 

There’s always the 
debate over books made into 
movies, and Harry Potter is 
no different. While there are 
die-hard Harry Potter book 
fans, some equally crazed 
fans will skip the book and 
go straight to the front row 
in the theater. “They are 
both great, but I’m gonna 
have to go with the books. 
They really connect with 
the characters’ thoughts and 
feelings, and they give you 
a lot more insight than the 
movies,” stated senior Alex 
Smith.  

The thing that is so unusual about the movie Harry 
Potter and the Deathly Hallows is that it’s going to be 
separated into two parts. The first part will be released 
on November 19th, while the second part is due for 
release July 15, 2011. Many people have different 
opinions on the story split. “I wish it was one, because 
the people who see the movie will think there are eight 
books. I also like the fact there are two parts, because 
they will be able to get more in from the book,” noted 
sophomore Sarah Proctor.

This last summer, Universal Studios decided to 
make J.K. Rowling’s wizarding world come to life. 
They made a theme park called The Wizarding World 
of Harry Potter. Here, a die-hard fan can see the world 
of Harry Potter come to life. Fans of the series have 
wanted this for a while, and now that it has been 
created, they can finally feel like they’re a part of 
the wizarding world. Proctor had the opportunity to 
visit the theme park during the first week it was open. 
“The theme park brought the series more to life, and it 
portrayed the books and movies equally,” commented 
Proctor.  

On November 19th, the movie theaters will be 
packed. Many people will wait in line for three or four 
hours just to have the privilege of watching this movie 
the second it’s available to the public. There will be 
many Harrys, Rons, and Hermiones, along with many 
other characters roaming the United States. Will you be 
one of them?

HOGWARTS REALLY DOES EXIST
At Universal Studios in Orlando, Florida, fans of Harry Potter may visit the 
mystical setting for the seven Harry Potter blockbuster books.  
Photo courtesy of Sarah Proctor.  
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Books or movies: which are more powerful?
Famous film/novel duos are debated on their merits 
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Some of the biggest 
movie releases in 2010 
were originally books, 
including Twilight and 
Alice and Wonderland. 
And some of the major 
upcoming movies were 
first books. Most people 

don’t know that some of their favorite movies weren’t 
movies to begin with, but books. See if you can figure 
out which theatrical phenomena started as literary 
masterpieces, and which are all Hollywood.

1. Fight Club

2. Mrs. Doubtfire

3. Transformers

4. The Bourne Series

5. School of Rock

Fight Club, the book, was written in 1996 by 
Chuck Palahniuk, and then adapted into a movie in 
1999 by David Fincher. Alias Madame Doubtfire 
was the original name for the hit 1993 movie Mrs. 
Doubtfire. The book was written by Anne Fine and the 
movie was directed by Chris Columbus.  Transformers 
was not a book in novel form, but it was a comic book 
and television series. The Bourne Series’ first novel, 
The Bourne Identity, was voted the second best spy 
novel of all time. It was written in 1982 by Robert 
Ludlum then transformed into a 2002 movie directed 
by Doug Liman. School of Rock made its debut as a 
movie in 2003.

In less than two weeks, two of Hollywood’s 
biggest book/movie combinations will be releasing 
their final installment in two parts. The releases will 
mark the end of these game-changing series that began 
the magic/vampire fad.

Harry Potter
 43%

Lord of the 

Rings

 

12%

Dear John:
 17%

Alice in   
Wonderland
 10%

Twilight
 18%

Favorite book/movie combos

Book:
 65%

Movie
 35%

Books vs. movies

Celebrating a masterpiece 
Harry Potter inspired unusual news

This month’s unusual news is 
about Harry Potter. For those 
of you that are HP fans lets see 
how well you know your HP 
facts.

The Hogwarts motto is, “Draco 
dormiens nunquam titillandus." 
When translated it means “never 
tickle a sleeping dragon.” 

In order to get into the 
Ministry of Magic, 
Arthur Weasley 
presses 62442 on the 
telephone pad (in the 
Order of the Phoenix). 
The numbers spell out 
the word ‘magic.’

3. The Mirror of Erised (from 
the Prisoner of Azkaban) is really the 
Mirror of Desire. Desire is spelled 
backwards to create Erised. Also the 
scripture on the mirror says,”Erised 
stra ehru oyt ube cafru oyt on wohsi." 
This is also written backwards. When 
read correctly it reads, “I show not 
your face, but your heart’s desire.” 

J.K. Rowling is her pen name. The 
letter “J” stands for Joanne and the 
“K” stands for Kathleen, her moth-
er’s name.
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 In 1996, Harry Potter fever began when book 
one was published, and next summer, it will all come 
to a close as the second part of Harry Potter and 
the Deathly Hallows hits theaters. The Harry Potter 
series has captivated the minds of our generation 
and J.K. Rowling, the author, has done a marvelous 
job of keeping her fans prepared for the unexpected 
and on the edge of their seats. Her work has been 
called “spell-binding,” “significant,” “high-quality,” 
“mysterious,” “complex,” and “on the same level as 
Homer, Milton, Shakespeare, and Kafka” by many of 
her book reviewers.

Stephenie Meyer blew up the vampire craze in 
2005 when her novel Twilight was released. Unlike 
Harry Potter, Twilight mostly appeals to girls. Though 
rejected by fourteen publishers, Meyer still managed to 
publish four of the most popular books of the 2000’s. 

After interviewing over fifty Speedway students, 
despite many preferences to watch the movie instead 
of reading the book, 65% of students still prefer the 
book instead of the movie. I, personally, prefer reading 
the book version of a story to the movie interpretation. 
I think books include more details, answer more 
questions, tell a better story, and are more interesting 
because it leaves more up to the imagination. Movies 
typically leave out parts of the story that can clarify an 
issue or make it more interesting. 

After conducting another interview to discover 
what movie/book combo was the favorite amongst our 
peers, the students expressed that Harry Potter was the 
favorite of the majority, followed by Twilight, the Dear 
John in a very close third. 

Students still prefer books to movies even though 
Hollywood’s special effects have become so realistic 
that even fictional creatures, like the Navi  people from 
the movie Avatar, appear extremely real and more 

students have shown an extreme lack of interest in 
reading. 



Unusually unpredictable
No unbeatens means an exciting NFL season

Sports8

Bailey Larrison
Plugged In
Sports Columnist

“8-1. It’s an awesome achievement.”
Players and coach reflect on the regular season
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Perfection is word only truly 
known by a privileged few who played 
for the Miami Dolphins in 1972, and 
a word known by none in 2010. In 
1972, the Dolphins became the first 
team in the National Football League 
to go undefeated, not just in the regular 
season, but also in the postseason. 

This season, for the first time in 40 
years, no team has escaped week five of 
the NFL season without a loss. After the 
Indianapolis Colts and the New Orleans 
Saints both made deep undefeated runs 
in 2009, the ’72 Dolphins can rest easy 
this season.

There just simply aren’t any 
dominant, powerhouse teams in the 
National Football League this year.

The defending world champions 
began their title defense with a 5-3 start. 
Scandalous Saints running back Reggie 
Bush suffered a broken leg during a 
Monday Night Football game against 
the 49ers in week two. Tailback Pierre 
Thomas is also out for New Orleans. 
The Saints’ Achilles heel has been 
turnovers. In losses to the Browns, 
Cardinals, and Falcons, quarterback 
Drew Brees threw nine interceptions. In 
their five wins, Brees was only picked 
off twice.

The Indianapolis Colts have been 
ravaged by injuries. Bob Sanders, 
Dallas Clark, Melvin Bullitt, Anthony 
Gonzalez, Joseph Addai, and Donald 
Brown have all suffered injuries for 
the 5-3 defending AFC champions this 
season. The Colts’ offense has struggled 
so far this season with getting anything 
going on the ground, and the defense 
has also struggled.

Another disappointment this 
season is the Minnesota Vikings. The 
3-5 Vikings are led by quarterback 
Brett Favre, who has seemingly been 
around since 1972. A veteran in his 
20th season, Favre threw a whopping 
ten interceptions before going down 
in a contest with Green Bay, when 
the Minnesota quarterback suffered 
two fractures in his left ankle. Favre 
threw only seven interceptions in his 
outstanding 2009 season. Minnesota’s 
turnover margin is the fourth worst in 
the league at -7. 

The Dallas Cowboys have been 
even worse. Their week six loss to 
Minnesota eliminated virtually all hope 
a postseason run by the Cowboys, who 
were in the conversation to be in the 
Super Bowl in their hometown. All hope 
for the Cowboys has faded with their 
dreadful 1-8 start to the season and a 
broken collarbone for QB Tony Romo.
     Probably the best team in the NFL 
right now is the New York Jets. Off 
to a 6-2 to the season, the Jets have 
an outstanding +10 turnover margin, 
with 2nd year QB Mark Sanchez only 
having thrown 2 interceptions. New 
York had a quality win over the New 
England Patriots. Led by shutdown 

corner Darrelle Revis, the Jets defense 
is ranked fourth in the league.  NYJ’s 
only losses this season have come at the 
hands of the Baltimore Ravens (6-2) and 
the Packers (6-3). 
     Honestly though, no undefeated 
teams isn’t a bad thing. It does make for 
some very close games. Already, there 
have been thirty-three games decided by 
three or fewer points. The NFL enjoys it 
too, because of the increased attendance. 
All four television networks that 
broadcast NFL games have experienced 
similar trends.  It seems a lot of people 
will be popping champagne this year: 
the all-winning Dolphins and the NFL 
corporates.

Nic Passarelli OL

Which game was the most enjoyable for 
you to play in this year?
“Monrovia because it was close to the 
end and I got to play most of the game.”

What was your most memorable moment 
of the season?
“A punt at the Ritter game. I ran and 
threw the kid down.”

What surprised you the most about the 
regular season?
“Our record, going 8-1.”

If there was any other position you could 
play, what would it be?
“Fullback because I used to play there 
in middle school and I wish I could play 
there again.”

Scott Lamb OL

What was the most memorable moment 
of your season?
“A big hit I had in the Park Tudor 
game.”

What’s a personal goal that you have for 
next year?
“Getting bigger, better and stronger.”

What’s a team goal that you have for 
next year?
“Ultimately winning sectionals and 
beating Ritter.”

What are you mostly excited about for 
your junior year?
“Starting over and just getting the 
football season going again.”

Anthony Halbert OL/DL

What has been your best year for 
football?
“Senior year because I’m bigger, 
stronger, faster, and I’m more smart this 
year. I play offense and defense, so I 
have more control over the outcome of 
the game.”

What goes through your mind right 
before a game starts?
“Kill...I have to hit them before they hit 
me.”

Who surprised you the most this year?
“Devin Hawkins, because he became a 
more tough and physical player.”

What was your biggest accomplishment?
“I’m proud of the leadership role that I 
took on this year.”

“8-1, It’s an awesome achievement. 
We should’ve beat Ritter the first time, 
but we got our revenge. It’s awesome 
proving the seniors (2010) wrong 
because they said we wouldn’t have 
anything.”

Michael Maloian WR/CB

What surprised you most about the 
season?
“We had a good season for how young 
we are. A lot of people doubted us, and 
we pulled through as a team.”

 What’s a personal goal for next year?
“Becoming more of a hitter.”

What’s your goal for the team next year?
“Being a power-house team again.”

What was your most memorable moment 
from the football season?
“Playing at Lucas Oil.”

If there was any other position you could 
play, what would it be?
“Kicker...It’s pretty clutch.”

Coach Wray
What was the biggest surprise for you 
this season?
“How quickly the team matured. We 
lost a lot of seniors last year and the 
younger kids really pulled through.”

What was the biggest disappointment?
“The Ritter game.”

What was the best play of the season?
“We’ve had a lot of big plays. We’ve 
had a lot of deep passes and a lot of 
decent runs because we have a lot of 
‘playmakers.’”

Who was the most surprising player on 
the team this year?
“I’m going to say Mitchell Judkins in 
the RB position because of his vision 
and balance.”

What was the biggest accomplishment 
that the team conquered?
“Looking at the season, the Monrovia 
game because the kids bounced back 
from the loss last year.”

“These kids have a good opportunity. I 
think they can do some damage.” 

Dallas Cowboys quarterback 
Tony Romo (9) talks to back 
up quarterback Jon Kitna 
(3) in fourth-quarter action 
of an NFL game against the 
New York Giants at Cow-
boys Stadium in Arlington, 
Texas, Monday, October 25, 
2010. The Giants won 41-35. 
(Khampha Bouaphanh/Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram/MCT)


