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Proms from Speedway’s past
A history of the most popular social event of the year

It’s Earth Day
Finding new fun ways to go green 

A NEW EDIBLE BIODEGRADEABLE CUP
The cup was designed by As We See the World, a company that specializes in un-
usual objects that are envionmentally friendly.   Photo courtesy of green.thefun-
timesguide.com.

Happy Earth Day. Going green is a great way to be healthy and help 
the planet at the same time. The usual reduce reuse recycle mantra is the main 
way people think when you want to shrink your carbon foot print. However the 
idea can get a little monotonous sometimes. It’s time to learn some fun, easy, and 
interesting ways to go green of the holiday.

Are you sick of seeing people throw away their paper cups, just to toss 
them off the side of the yard or the road? Are you 
sick of washing glasses? Well a company called 
The Way We See The World has developed an edible 
cup! The cups are made out Agar Agar, a substance 
that comes from red algae. Don’t get grossed out 
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See EARTH DAY on page five

EVERYBODY IS ALWAYS DANCING AT THE PROM
Last year’s promgoers were constantly on the dance floor at the Columbia Club.  
Photo courtesy of the Champion staff.  

Here comes the bride
Royal wedding set for April 29th

Turn to page four to learn more about 
Kate and William’s wedding ceremony

THE HAPPY COUPLE.  This is one of two official portrait photographs Prince William and 
Miss Catherine Middleton have chosen to release to mark their engagement, taken on Novem-
ber 25, 2010, in the Cornwall Room in St James’s Palace. (Copyright 2010 Mario Testino)

Nearly every junior and senior at Speedway is looking forward to April 30th. 
Even sophomores and freshmen are getting in on the action. Prom is one of the most 
anticipated events in high school. Some lucky people get the opportunity to attend 
prom all four years of high school, but even those that go only their junior and 
senior years have a blast.

Upon arrival, all juniors and seniors will vote for whomever they wish to 
receive the honor of being crowned Prom King and Queen, with the coronation 
taking place at 10:15. This year’s King candidates include Aaron Campbell, 
Ian Carroll, Jonathan Hession, Conor McGraw, Casey Roth, and Erick Zelaya. 
Nominees for Queen are Rachael Aust, Ariel Dryden, Bailey Larrison, Carly Lewis, 
Ariel Redmon, and Lavonna Thomas.

This year, prom will be held in the ballroom on the tenth floor of the Columbia 
Club on Monument Circle. In years past, it has taken place at some pretty 
interesting locations. One of the favorites according to former prom sponsors was 
the Egyptian Room at the Murat Theater. The room was divided in half and the 
style was inspired by Egyptian art with sphinxes on the chandeliers. Others include 
prom at the Children’s Museum. Party-goers could explore the open exhibits. There, 
guests danced in the main lobby by the water clock and ate dinner in the mezzanine. 
We have also had a prom at the zoo near the dolphin tank and in Union Station 
downtown. 

The prom’s theme has always been something along the lines of romance at 
night, including this year’s which is Hollywood Nights. Typically, favors such 
as glasses or mugs with that year’s prom’s logo featured on it are given out. 

However, last year, the favor was a bit unusual. The 
photographer shot a series of photos and made a flip 
book. 

Though expectations are always set sky-high, 
this whimsical night doesn’t always go as planned. A 
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Get involved or keep your mouth shut
Politics affect students as well as adults

Opinion2
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Call of Duty’s competition
Big titles leaving their mark in the 
gaming entertainment world

If you’ve ever wondered why your 
taxes are so high, who made the driving 
age higher this year, or how laws are 
created, you are not alone. New taxes, 
laws, and restrictions are being placed 
on  teens at every level of government 
including the town level. 

You may not know it, but we 
teenagers live in a community that 
has a curfew in place. We also have 
restrictions on how much we can work 
during the week, and where we can 
work. Shouldn’t we have a say in how 
our government is run?  Well we can, 
and we can get our voices heard through 
letters, protesting, and campaigning.  If 
you really like politics you can serve as 
a page at the Indiana General Assembly. 
Some students that have served as pages 
include senior Tabitha Webster, Casey 
Miller, and myself. That’s one of the 
more direct ways to get a sense of how 
politics work in our state. 

Regardless of how you get 
involved, it’s important that you get 
involved or at least are informed about 
what is going on in your communities, 
state, and nation because every single 
law affects your life in many ways. 
Take the situation down at the Indiana 
state house. The political process is at a 
standstill due to one party’s decision to 
create a delaying tactic. 

By doing this, that party has 
successfully riled interest for their 
issues and has created a movement 
by special interest groups.  If you’ve 
recently been downtown, then you’ve 
probably noticed the protesters and how 
passionately they are picketing for their 
beliefs. Why are these people putting 
all of their energy and time into making 

In this era of FPS being the ever popular gaming 
trend across the world there’s one game that could easily 
best one of the top titles because of its unique multiplayer. 
Homefront is a FPS in a war between USA and a unified 
North and South Korea, but the storyline isn’t what 
we’re here to discuss, besides who plays the campaign 
anyways? The battle online is what really draws attention to 
Homefront. 

Lobbies can have up to a total of 32 people in one 
game, and as many people know the more people in one 
match the more chances for connection interruptions or host 
migrations. Thankfully Homefront servers are dedicated 
which means both of those connection problems are 
eliminated. Matches are separated into two rounds and the 
first team to win both rounds wins the match. The maps are 
large scale giving you ample ground to roam about whether 
that be rolling around in a tank, piloting a helicopter, or just 
the two feet you spawn on. Game play is similar to titles 
like Call of Duty in the way that it looks and plays similar 
to CoD, but what is unique about Homefront is the game’s 
currency system called Battle Points. 

Battle Points allow you to buy small things like 
rocket launchers, drones, and airstrikes. Or you can save up 
for some of the big toys like a tank or a helicopter with an 
endless barrage of missiles to cast down upon your helpless 

foes. As you start to go 
on a killstreak you’ll be 
marked as a “priority 
threat” to the other team. 
The gametype with this 
feature is called Battle 
Commander, a real 
time King of a chess 
board marking threats 
and objectives for your 
team. And while you’re 
playing, it will recognize enemies that are on killstreaks, place 
a bounty and will show out of a total of five stars how big of a 
threat they are to your team.

When you become a threat, more enemies will spawn 
around you as you go on streaks that grant you special perk that 
start out to be somewhat beneficial. Special perks like being 
able to see through solid objects are obtained when you start 
to earn more stars. There are perks for vehicles as you start 
to rank up and unlock new abilities. You’ll also increase the 
number of perks you’re allowed per class optimizing your style 
of play and your ability to go on ridiculous kill streaks.  Call of 
Duty may be popular a title but when it comes to multiplayer, 
there are only a few games that can successfully take the cake. 
Homefront is one of those games.

a scene? They are doing so, because it 
is their way of making a difference in 
politics. 

Government is not perfect, and it 
will continue to be imperfect as long as 
people stand idly by and expect their 
governments to be flawed or corrupt. 
That is why voters, campaigners, 
protesters, and concerned citizens are 
absolutely essential to creating the 
community, state, or nation that you 
want. That means you. If you want 
more funding for college, a higher 
drinking age, or less restrictions on 
driving, then act now. Sitting by and 
watching things get worse for you is 
not helping. Don’t complain about the 
national debt, corruption, or unfair 
laws; replace them with better laws that 

serve you and your interests. 
Take older people for instance. 

Today our country’s leaders pander to 
the interests of the elders in our nation. 
Take Social Security and Medicaid for 
instance. They are laws that although 
not entirely dedicated to the senior 
citizens, affect almost every senior in 
this country in a good way. Old people 
get what they want, when they want 
it. You know why?  Because they stay 
involved in politics, they call their 
representative or senator, they protest, 
and most importantly, they vote! You 
want to get the attention of your elected 
official, vote!

Stay involved, and be excited about 
what it is that you want to see happen in 
politics. Don’t focus on what it is that 

you don’t want because you are giving 
all of your energy to that, and you will 
ultimately see more of it. Politicians 
listen to what their constituents want. 
They focus on where the attention and 
the publicity go.

 Ever notice that a presidential 
candidate will issue a statement 
responding to a natural disaster or 
amazing event? They want to let their 
voters know that they are listening, 
that they care. So write a letter to your 
representative or senator and really 
outline what you want them to do. After 
that, start an organization, Facebook 
group, or blog that centers on what it 
is that you want. Getting involved as a 
teen is crucial if you want to grow up in 
a country you can be proud of. 



The fashionista superstar of SHS
Ryan Johnson shares his views on spring fashion
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 Who is the person our entire 
drama department looks to when it is 
time for a play or musical for perfect 
costumes for all of the characters? Ryan 
Johnson, Speedway High School’s very 
own fashionista. Ryan has been known 
to keep tabs on all of the important 
fashion changes, and is always ready 
to share his information. I recently 
interviewed him to find out all the inside 
scoop on all of the spring and fashions 
and his all time favorite designers. 
 
BS: Is this year’s summer fashion going 
to be a lot like last year and what’s 
going to be different?

RJ: It depends; every year is different, 
from what I’ve seen from multiple 
designers’ runways, it’s going to be a 
lot of 70’s boho chic. 

BS: What are some styles that we can 
look forward to seeing this spring/
summer? 

RJ: Every store is different, if you are 
looking off the runway; it’s going to be 
bright colors such as the Marc Jacobs 
and Prada lines. The 70’s chic is also 
going to be big, and you can always 
find modern 70’s styles from Yves Saint 
Laurent. 

BS: How can average people achieve 
runway looks without looking too 
overboard? 

RJ: Well first off most runway looks 
aren’t overboard; it just depends on 

Ryan’s Favorites 
Favorite Designer
   Yves Saint Laurent
Other top favorites 
   French Haute Couture Givenchy 
   Emillo Pucci 
   Chanel 
   Louis Vuitton (watch the runway 
online) 
   Alexsander McQueen 
  

     When someone says the name 
Charlie Sheen, one thing pops into my 
mind; Two And A Half Men. Charlie 
Harper, a man addicted to women and 
alcohol. And is the older brother of Alan 
Harper (John Cryer). Then I read the 
headline: “Charlie Sheen Fired”. 
     An article from Entertainment 
Weekly,  shows source from Two And 
A Half Men says, “This is something 
we’ve tried to work through to get him 
help at every step of the way we’ve tried 
to preserve the show, and yet he just 
kept thumbing his nose.”
     Before all this arguing and name 
calling, Sheen demanded payment for 
eight episodes that Warner Bros. never 
produced, all while admitting a death-
defying lifestyle of drug use. Sheen 
then decided to go on a live radio show 
to boast about curing his drug issues 
with his mind and to rage against the 
show’s creator, Chuck Lorre. Within 
hours of this outburst, CBS and Warner 
Bros. announced they were canceling 
production for the remainder of the 
season. This made me and a lot of my 
friends very sad. 
     What is going to happen to happen to 
Charlie Sheen now? Is his acting career 
over? I believe that Sheen needs to stop 

worrying about 
what he is going to 
do after Two And 
A Half Men and 
getting to a place 
where people will 
actually hire him 
again. According 
to Entertainment 
Weekly (EW), 
celebrity-addiction 
specialist Doctor 
Drew Pinsky 
says, “We have 
not heard the last 
of this. It’s just a 
question of when it 
happens again, and 
will he survive?” 
We are watching 
it happen in real 
life, mourning the 
star we wanted to 
believe he was, 
and hoping that 
Sheen himself finds the strength to quiet 
down and admit to being nothing more 
than human. 
     In recent news Charlie Sheen 
currently had a tour (which sold out 
almost anywhere) across the country. 
When Sheen entered the stage in 
Chicago his hopes looked like they had 
turned for the better. The crowd seemed 
friendlier than the crowd in Detroit, 
Michigan, which reportedly they booed 
Sheen off stage. But unfortunately they 
withheld their “boos” until Sheen began 

Is Charlie Sheen a hero or a zero?
Outspoken actor and comedian is scary hilarious

Charlie Sheen arrives at Enclave nightclub after an appearance at the Chicago Theater in Chicago, Illinois, April 
3, 2011. (Scott Strazzante/Chicago Tribune/MCT)

a monologue at a presidential podium. 
After Sheen made complaints of being 
booed, the crowd began to walk out of 
the theater. 
     After being booed twice off stage, 
Charlie Sheen became an instant internet 
sensation. He now more than 3.4 million 
followers on Twitter and a personal web 
streamed show called “Sheen’s Korner”. 
Has your opinion changed from the 
Two And A Half Men and live tours 
controversy?

Favorite Bag Designers 
   Hermes- Hermes Birkin
   Chole
   Gucci 
   Louis Vuitton 
   Coach (decent sized, preferably one 
that is not ugly) 

Favorite Shoe Designers 
   Christian Louboutin (red bottoms) 
   Manolo Blahnik 
   Salvator Ferragamo 
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where you’re buying your clothes from. 
Anybody can dress fashionable; it just 
depends on how much effort you’re 
putting into your outfit. 

BS: What local stores are better for us 
fashionistas on a budget? 

RJ: If you’re on a budget, I suggests 
shopping at TJ Maxx. I believes shoes, 
bags, and sunglasses you must get 
designer. Also the bigger the glasses and 
bags and the higher the heels the better. 
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Who do you think is in line 
to be the next celebrity melt-
down?  This is your chance to 
be published in the final issue of 
Plugged In.   Bring your ideas to 
the Plugged In staff during fourth 
period between now and May 1st 
and we’ll give you the chance to 
be a guest columnist.   See Mr. 
Doehrmann in Room 237 for 
more information.
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A majestic ceremony days away
Introducing Prince William and Princess Catherine
     It’s finally here. Spring break? Forget about 
it. Season finale of American Idol? Psh. No, it’s 
happened, something that’ll go down in history for 
the rest of eternity. Everything will be critiqued, 
from the clothes to the food, from the venue to every 
single word that was said. 
     That’s right. It’s a royal wedding, everybody. 
     You probably remember seeing the memorable 
proposal announcement being replayed over and 
over on shows like The Today Show, and E! News. 
You’ve most likely seen Prince William and Kate 
Middleton’s faces over a plethora of newspapers and 
magazines, ranging from People to The New York 
Times. For people with a fashion guilty pleasure, 
you’ve witnessed Kate’s wardrobe through the years 
being displayed through countless timelines. Every 
single picture ever of the royal couple ever taken has 
suddenly exploded on every magazine in the grocery 
store checkout line. People are anticipating April 29th 
more than any other day this year. So, what makes 
this wedding unique? 
     For starters, the future Princess-to-be will no 

longer go by 
her spunky 
nickname, Kate. 
She wishes 
to take on her 
natural born 
name and be 
called Princess 
Catherine once 
she gains royal 
status. Like 

every other semi-important event that has happened 
EVER, there are rumors of a Lifetime movie about 
the nuptials. Kate’s beautiful ring houses fourteen 
diamonds that circle a grand sapphire. This ring was 
once Princess Diana’s, and it has been made into 
replicas and sold on QVC for around thirty dollars. 
     Down to the item on our agenda that any fashion 
conscious person is dying to know. The dress. Who 
will design it? What will it look like? It is reported 
that a long list of high-class designers is being 
narrowed down quickly. Although nobody has been 
outed officially for creating the piece of art, rumors 
are flying that Alexander McQueen has been chosen 
to craft the most famous piece of fashion of the 
century.  
     What does this mean for normal, everyday 
people like us? Well, people who have planned 
their weddings for years for April 29th know that 
their guests will not be as excited for their martial 
celebration as they will be for the royal one. Some 
people have even said that they will be setting up a 
screen for part of the reception so their guests may 
watch the royal festivities. Otherwise, people far and 
wide are getting more and more excited as the days 
tick by for the event of the year. 
     I took a poll of 119 students, asking a simple 
question: “Will you be watching the infamous 
wedding on April 29th?”  I was absolutely astounded 
by the results. Out of these students, only eighteen 
said that they would be making time to watch 
the royal wedding. That’s barely 15%. Come on 
everybody, get hyped! 
     When you get older, you’ll be able to tell your 
grandchildren that you were able to witness a once in 
a lifetime opportunity. Many of our Speedway High 
School teachers can recall waking up in the middle 
of the night to watch the royal wedding between 
Princess Diana and Prince Charles. Our own Ms. 
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Phillips is extremely excited herself, and wonders why 
so many students aren’t willing to watch the grand 
ceremony. “I think it has something to do with how 
common Prince William and Kate seem to be,” states 
Phillips. “Princess Diana and Prince Charles seemed 
to be such unattainable royals when I watched their 
wedding.”
      The wedding ceremony will take place at 
Westminister Abbey, London, at eleven a.m. There 

are not many details that have been released to the 
public, but we know that it will definitely be an event 
watched all over the world. Want more fun facts? Go 
to your nearest bookstore and buy a copy of The Royal 
Wedding for Dummies. 

Some information courtesy of Photo Buzz! blog on 
www.chicagonow.com.

Cutaway drawing of Westminster Abbey, site of British royal wedding April 29, with facts about the abbey. MCT 2011
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Speedway Music Department Presents
Music stars in the making to perform on Tuesday

It’s Earth Day
Finding new fun ways to go green

because if you don’t like the thought of eating algae, you could always just throw 
this glass on your lawn or garden because this cup is BIODEGRADEABLE!!! The 
“Jelloware” glass is actually good for the plant life in your yard. This glass comes in 
several flavors including; Lemon-Basil, Ginger-mint, and Rosemary-Beat. While the 
flavors don’t sound very appetizing the concept is a great one. The Jelloware glass 
is still under development so it won’t be available this year but you can expect them 
some point in the near future.

Speaking of the great outdoors, with the approaching warmer weather, 
more and more people will be heading out into the wilderness. Well okay, not the 
wilderness, but going out to campsites. And what is a camping trip without a good 
bonfire. However, the “green police” aren’t very fond of cutting down trees for 
your fire wood. The Paper Briquette Log Maker might be a great solution for you. 
envirogadget.com says the Paper Briquette Log Maker is a device that takes your old 
magazines, newspaper, and loose leaf paper and condenses it into a brick that will 
then burn for two hours.  Of course you have to soak the paper before placing it in 
the machine and squeezing it into a log, but other than that, the device is very simple 
to use. Insert paper and push down the levers. Depending on where you go to buy 
The Paper Briquette Log Maker, it costs about twenty bucks.

What about entertainment? Is there anything out there that’s fun for 
everyone and environmentally helpful? What about a kite? What about a hot air 
balloon? What about both? The Solar Air ship is an eight foot long kite-like hot air 
balloon. The balloon doesn’t require any actual fuel source, just sun light. The black 
‘absorba’ plastic collects heat from the sun and uses it to warm the air inside. This 
creates the balloon like lift and it comes with a fifty foot strand of line for control. 
It’s the fun of a kite without the effort. The Solar Airship was created by the science 
museum ages fourteen and up. The Solar Airship costs about fifteen dollars.

For more fun ways to go green, you could visit the Earth Day Indiana 
Festival. Tomorrow at the White River State Park, in front of the state museum, 
there will be a large fair that celebrates going green. There are tents full vendors and 
booths that are overflowing with green products and ideas. There is also an activity 
tent for kids. There will be music playing almost all day, and different booths with 
a selection of foods. The fair is free and there are plenty of free items that are given 
away. For more information you can visit www.earthdayindiana.org.

EARTH DAY INDIANA FESTIVAL
Free plant giveaways are popular for fairgoers attending the annual Earth Day 
festivities downtown.   Photo courtesy of EarthdayIndiana.org.

continued from page one

A peek at previous Speedway proms
Generations of students have enjoyed the events

continued from page one
scheduling mistake caused an exciting prom at the Children’s Museum to be moved 
to another location. Also, attendees have been denied admittance because of their 
inebriated condition. Unfortunately for Mrs. Schuch, en route to the first prom she 
planned, she was in a car accident and she happened to be carrying all the party 
favors. Demonstrating true Hoosier hospitality, complete strangers helped her 
transport the favors to the prom. Though it took several trips, she and the favors both 
made it to prom on time. 

Despite these few hiccups, guests in years past have had a wonderful time. The 
wait staff has continuously commented on the amount of dancing and good behavior 

of the Speedway students. The style of dancing may have changed over the years, 
but that doesn’t mean the students aren’t dancing. “One really nice thing, no matter 
where we’re located, is that it’s like a large party; everyone dances,” commented 
Mrs. Schuch before she admitted to trying to dance herself. “Everybody dances 
with everybody’s dates,” continued Schuch. “Everyone wants the chance to say they 
danced with this person and that person,” adds Whitis. 

When asked which prom was her favorite, Whitis says it will always be the last 
you go to. The trends and people at the prom may have changed dramatically, but 
one idea remains constant: prom is always exciting.

ENJOYING THE MASQUERADE
Current Speedway students Ryan Cody, Holly Garner, Alex Smith, Brandon Hughes, 
and Andrew Charboneau were among the many students who attended last year’s prom 
at the Columbia Club.  This year’s theme is Hollywood Nights.  Photo courtesy of the 
Champion staff.
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RETURNING TO THE BIG STAGE
Music flows from the heart and also the mouth as the choirs prepare for Tuesday’s concert.

Amy Mohl conducts and teaches music to 110 
students of Speedway High School as the head of 
the Music Department. Next Tuesday those 110 
students will be putting on a spring concert, showing 
off their achievements and skills acquired from the 
past year. “This Concert will have a lot of fun music 
that everyone will know! Everyone should come and 
support the 110 students involved!” said Mohl. 

During the second semester of the 2010-11 school year, Mohl added two new 
ensembles to the SHS Music Department family. The Brown and Gold Band (B&G 
Band) and The Acapella Choir are both performing at Tuesday’s concert and will 
be presenting one song each. B&G Band is an interesting addition, never done 
before at Speedway High School, where students learn and play a completely new 
instrument. In four months, the students have learned the basics of the instrument of 
their choosing and will perform Tribal Drums, a percussion featured piece. Acapella 
Choir consists of seven people and will be singing That Lonesome Road, of course, 
Acapella (without any instrumental music with them). When asked about the future 
plans for Acapella choir, “Oh so many ideas-vocal jazz group…competitions…
Madrigal Dinner Concerts…So many ideas!” said Mohl.

The Speedway High School Jazz Band will also perform Tuesday. They recently 
returned home from competition proudly holding Gold. “It’s called the Indiana State 
School Music Association (ISSMA) State Festival Jazz Contest. There were about 
fifty schools in the competition over two days.” The Jazz Band spent many long 
practices perfecting their music, and came home with an award much deserved. 

See A YEAR OF HARD WORK on page seven
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 I have been a Harry Potter fan since 
the time that I started to read, literally. A 
large part of my childhood was spent running 
around, pretending to cast spells on enemies, 
and relating just about everything that occurred 
in my life to Harry Potter. Along with countless 
other kids in my generation, I anxiously 
anticipated the arrival of each new book and 

movie while reliving the magic of the old ones over and over. I laughed, cried, and 
grew up right alongside Harry, Ron, and Hermione. So, as you can imagine, visiting 
the Wizarding World of Harry Potter in Orlando, Florida was basically a religious 
experience for me. Ok, maybe not religious, but you get the idea. 
 When I approached the gates welcoming me to Hogsmeade for the first 
time, I was instantly astounded. The little village looks perfect. The “snow”-
covered buildings line the streets, their crooked chimneys rising into the sky. The 
Hogwarts Express sits next to the entrance, steaming as though it has just arrived. 
There are only a few shops that visitors can actually go into (Honeydukes, Zonko’s, 
Ollivander’s, the Owlery, Dervish and Banges, and Filch’s Emporium), but the 
rest of the storefronts have windows displaying other wizarding merchandise such 
as potion ingredients, Gilderoy Lockhart’s books, Quidditch supplies, and even 
Hermione’s Yule Ball dress.  In addition, visitors can dine at the Three Broomsticks, 
which features not typical theme park food, but authentic British foods like 
Shepherd’s Pie and Cornish Pasties. At the back of the tavern is the Hog’s Head pub 
where thirsty visitors can taste the creamy deliciousness of Butterbeer, and yes, it 
really is as delicious as it’s supposed to be.

Since this park opened, there have been huge crowds of people in 
attendance almost every single day, but I got very lucky. The day that I was there, it 
poured down rain, discouraging many people from staying in the park for the entire 

Welcome to Hogwarts 
The Wizarding World of Harry Potter amazes visitors
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day, if they went at all. With huge crowds, wait times can reach up to several hours. 
We got a bit wet, but it was totally worth it since we were able to ride the main 
indoor ride quite a few times. However, the downside to the rain was that the Flight 
of the Hippogriff and Dragon Challenge roller coasters were not able to function for 
the whole day. 

The main indoor ride, officially titled Harry Potter and the Forbidden 
Journey, is absolutely astonishing. This thrilling ride makes you feel as though 
you’re really flying with Harry and Ron as you come face-to-face with a dragon, 
dementors, the Whomping Willow, and much more. However, almost as amazing as 
the ride itself is the walk that you must take to get to it. As you wait in line, you pass 
through the dungeons, a Herbology greenhouse, and then several rooms of the castle, 
such as Dumbledore’s office, the Gryffindor common room, and the Defense Against 
the Dark Arts Classroom. Everything looks perfect. The sorting hat and portraits 
actually move and talk, and the decorations were incredible. Plus, Dumbledore, 
Harry, Hermione, and Ron all make an appearance                                                                                                                                        
 This park truly fulfilled my sky-high expectations. For those of us who 
have grown up with the Harry Potter series, the chance to see Hogwarts in real life is 
almost more than a dream come true. If you are a Harry Potter fan, you should put a 
visit to this park on your bucket list. Trust me, it’s worth it.

YOU HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED TO HOGWARTS
This is the view of the castle from Hogsmeade Village below. Inside is the Forbidden Journey ride. 
Photo courtesy of Holly Gatlin Scott.

LET THE 
SORTING 
BEGIN!
The famous 
Sorting Hat 
greets guests 
as they wait in 
line to board 
the Forbid-
den Journey 
ride. Photo 
courtesy of 
Holly 
Gatlin Scott.
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     We all know the story about Red Riding Hood, 
right? A little girl takes a visit to her grandmother’s 
house only to find that a wolf ate her grandmother 
and proceeds to be saved by a woodsman that kills 
the wolf. Well, lately Hollywood has been hot for 
transforming fairy tales and comic book heroes into 
movies. Now Leonardo DiCaprio has decided to 

help produce this. Here comes the childhood tale brought to life.
    Twilight Director Catherine Hardwicke imagined a different world for this tale, 
more of a drama-romance. She placed the characters back into the 1600s, the Salem 
witch era. Some say it’s partly like Twilight, with the whole werewolf and romance 
part. Not only does Billy Burke play Red’s father, he played Bella’s father, Charlie 
from Twilight. Also Gary Oldman (Sirius, for those of you that watch Harry Potter) 
is Father Solomon that comes to help the village; essentially Red Riding Hood. 
    “Little” Red Riding Hood has aged into an adult played by Amanda Seyfried 
(from Dear John, Mama Mia, and Letters to Juliet.) She is given the name Valerie 
as well. Valerie must choose between Peter (Shiloh Fernandez), her best friend /true 
love, and Henry (Max Irons), who she is arranged to be married to. Truly this movie 
barely has the basis of the tale.
     The whole movie is centered on the wolf. It’s like the movie The Wolfman 
(2010) where Hollywood re-did the 700 year old werewolf legend, but with the 
characters of Red Riding Hood. The wolf can be killed only by silver; in the movie 
Solomon has silver fingernails, there is the blessed sword, and silver bullets. The 
wolf can’t go out in daylight or enter holy grounds (the church). In a way they are 
like a tribe; they offer the best of their offspring animals to him. Instead of the wolf 
literally talking to her as a human, he can telepathically talk to her. This is where 
the Salem witch part comes into play, because if you could talk to animals then you 
were considered to be a witch, a devil’s minion, so to speak.  
     They do incorporate the famous lines, “Grandmother, what big ears you have…” 
Yet, they twist this section to keep you guessing who the wolf is. Every time they 
hint at someone being the culprit they leave another clue that it could be someone 
else; you’re about on your feet just after the second accusation.  

 Still of Cesaire (Billy Burke),Grandmother (Julie Christie), and  Suzette (Virginia Madsen). 
Photo courtesy of  IMDb.com

Still of Greg Heffely (Zachary Gordon) and Roderick Heffely (Devon Bostick).  
Photo courtesy of  Lady Buzzer.

    In Claudia Puig’s article, ‘Red Riding Hood’: The better to bore you with, she 
says, “The best that can be said is that the production design is striking. Otherwise, 
it’s a foolish story, marred by a strange blend of overacting and bland, offhand 
performances.”
    Betsy Sharkey shared the same opinion. “I’m not sure which is the greater tragedy 
here: That all of “Red Riding Hood’s” promise was squandered? Or that it was 
clearly designed with a sequel in mind?”  They both gave the movie 3 stars out of 5. 
     Overall, I would have probably rated this movie a 3 out of 4 stars for Catherine 
almost completely rewriting (the set-up to) Little Red Riding Hood but still giving 
us more of a plot to the typical Little Red Riding Hood. This article is solely my 
opinion, but to get your own opinion, head to the theatres and see it yourself.  

     What comes to your mind when you think sequel? A continuation of the first, an-
swers to what happens next? Or do you think repeat plot and a brand new cast with 
a craptastic ending? Most of the time sequel movies turn out to be the second option 
but not in this case. Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Roderick Rules is exactly the first. 
     Don’t disregard this as a kid or family film; it’s a show for all ages. Greg Heffley 
returns with his best pal Rowley in 7th grade. Greg hits pre-teen issues; everything 
from girls and popularity to learning about the older sibling book. It does have some 
‘dumb’ laughs in it but that’s life for this seventh grader. 
     Washington Post critic, Michael O’Sullivan says, “You can’t fault the filmmakers 
for reshaping a diary into a cohesive film. You can however, fault them for taking 
one of the great antiheroes in preteen literature and turning him into, well, an even 
wimpier kid.” He gave it 1.5 stars out of four. In my opinion I think this show was 
just around 2 stars but for different reasons. The humor in it was not even up to the 
level I thought it should’ve been. Though the fact that it portrays life of an actual 
American family makes it better because you know all families have some dysfunc-
tions in their life. 

Out of 110 students there are multiple soloists including Ryan Cody, Zach Parks, 
Phil Sears, Sam Higginbotham, Matt Nelson, Lindsay Culp, Aaron Higgins, Wesley 
Pratt, Hannah Butler, Brytney Brewer, and Alex Pribie. The music includes many 
well known songs like Lord of the Rings, Legend of Zorro, Moonlight Serenade, We 
Go Together, You’ll be in My Heart, and 21 Guns. So many students are involved in 
the SHS Music Department you’re bound to know one or more in a Choir or Band. 
Students are encouraged to come out and enjoy the rhythms and sound of Speedway 
High School on April 26th at 6:30pm for $3.00 a ticket in Jordan Auditorium. 

A year of hard work pays off for band and choir students 
Music department represents nearly one-fourth of student body

Swinging to the tunes of the old 
days.  Junior Hannah Butler, 
senior Sabrina Watson, and 
freshman Matt Nelson make the 
saxaphone section proud in the 
Speedway Jazz Band.  



Lorian Tharp
When did you first start playing softball?
“I started playing 
when I was seven.”
Who has encouraged 
you the most 
throughout your 
softball career?
“My dad has been my 
rock .He is always 
pushing me and 
helping me improve.”
What injury did you 
have sophomore year?
“I tore my ACL and meniscus right before sectionals.”
How has that influenced the quality of your playing?
“I have definitely started lifting a ton more to make my 
legs stronger. It has motivated me to the point that I 
can overcome any obstacle that comes my way.”
    

Sam Lyon
How long have you been 
playing golf?
“Since the summer 
between 7th and 8th 
grade.”
What/who inspired you to 
start playing golf?
“My dad because he 
always had golf on the TV 
and I started watching and 

wanted to do the things the golfers did on TV.”
Who is your favorite golfer?
“Phil Mickelson, he always seems to be the underdog.”
How do you mentally/physically prepare yourself for a 
golf meet?
“Before the match I listen to Dave Matthews Band and 
try not to talk to anyone. During the match I envision 
every shot.”
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John Lamb
How long have you 
been running track?
“5 years”
What events do you 
run?
“Pole vault, long 
jump and high 
jump. I like high 
jump because it’s 
thrilling when you 
get to fly through 
the air.”

You have two more years left so what are your goals?
“I hope to qualify for state and ultimately make it to 
the state finals.”
How do you motivate yourself?
“I clear my mind and picture myself flying through the 
air and making it over the bar.”
What are your goals for this season?
“Winning conference in pole vault, breaking the school 
record, and in the future I hope to qualify for state.” 

Lavonna Thomas
How long have you been 
playing tennis?
“Since freshman year.”
How do you balance tennis 
with your school schedule?
“Right after tennis, I go 
home and do homework. 
On days when we have 
a match, I do homework 
at matches when there’s 
downtime.”
What’s your goal this tennis 
season?

“Winning as much as possible.”
Who is your favorite player?
“Nadal. He’s consistent and it’s funny to watch him 
pick his wedgies after every point.”\

Alex Smith
How long have you 
been running track?
“Since seventh 
Grade.”
What events do you 
run?
“100M Dash, 200M 
Dash, 400M Dash, 
4x4”
Which is your 
favorite, and why?
“Probably the 100M 
dash because it’s a 

quick and easy race, and I like sprinting.”
How do you motivate your teammates?
“I always try to cheer everyone on, especially when 
I’m not running.”
How do you motivate yourself to do well?
“I think about my goals that I want to accomplish. I 
want to break a record this year.”

Andrew Brown
How long have 
you been playing 
baseball?
“12 years.”
What position do 
you play?
“I’ve been pitching 
since I was seven.”
Who’s your 
favorite team? 
Why?
“The Cubs, even though they are terrible ive always 
liked them.”

Who’s your 
favorite player?
“Aramis 
Ramirez”

     On the opening day of the Brickyard at the 
Crossing, I stood on a tee box, staring ahead at the 
immaculate course in front of me. I must admit  I was a 
little intimidated as the wind blew hard at my back.      
     The first hole, a dogleg left par four, looked about 
a mile long. In a group of three with two experienced 
members of the golf team, I was nervous. Images of 
horrible slices, broken drivers, and missed swings 
flashed through my mind as Sam Lyon and Sam 
Higginbotham hit very good drives.   
     I teed my ball up, an old beat up Maxfli that I 
picked up at somewhere or another. I took a practice 
swing, focusing on all the pointers Coach Denny Pelley 
gave me the previous day on the range.
     I stepped up to the ball and hit it hard, a decent 
drive right down the middle of the fairway. And we 
were off on my first round at the Brickyard at the 
Crossing. The first hole ended in a double bogey 
because of an errant iron shot into a wet sand trap. Still 
I was pleased as I walked onto the second tee box. 
Once again, that feeling of nervousness crept up as I 

hit another solid drive down the middle of the fairway.     
     The game moved on, with me getting outperformed 
because of rookie mistakes that cost a stroke or two. 
Before long we were on the third green, and I had a 
pretty long putt for bogey. While on the green, we 
were joined by another SHS golfer, Anthony Watts. 
We all teed off on the fourth, and with a certain player 
constantly talking, walked up to hit our second shots. 
     There was more bragging and banter by one of the 
members of our group as we finished the fifth hole, 
at which point I had had enough. After five holes 
at the Brickyard, I left the course with a little more 
confidence and a splitting headache.
     It can be tough to walk onto the golf team with 
little to no experience. I came to find out over the 
course of the next week, that golf is almost entirely a 
mental game. When I was relaxed and content with my 
performance, I struck the ball well and played solid 
golf. But, as soon as I got annoyed and irritated, I was 
ready to walk off the course.
      Golf is an interesting game. There really aren’t any 

officials. Players call fouls on themselves, and honesty 
is paramount. That’s the biggest thing that Coach 
Pelley and Jeff Williams, the pro at the Brickyard, 
emphasized.
     There are a bunch of perks being on the golf team, 
the biggest of which is the course. The Brickyard is 
a very beautiful course, part of which lies inside the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway. It would normally cost 
$95 to play a round at the Brickyard, but the Speedway 
golf team gets the privilege of playing for free. The 
course is absolutely stunning and it’s just a lot of fun.
     The first day on the course was definitely a lot of 
fun, regardless of how I actually performed. That’s 
something that really sticks out about golf in my mind; 
it is a whole lot of fun. And, I mean, who wouldn’t 
want to go play 
some golf with 
some friends 
instead of 
working in a 
library?

Profiling Spring Athletes
After school stars distinguish their memorable moments

Beginning at the Brickyard
A day in the life of a novice golfer

Casey Miller
Plugged In
Sports Columnist


