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The Pride of the Plugs
Speedway faces nemesis Saturday in Lucas Oil Stadium

The Speedway student section awaits the point after on White Out night. They are just as much of the team as the starting D. Photo courtesy Taylor 
Jones and the Champion staff.

Last month, the Indianapolis Star 
ranked the top five Central Indiana 
football teams in the 2A division. At 
the top of that list was the Speedway 
Sparkplugs, who will face their biggest 
test of the year against their arch rival, 
the Cardinal Ritter Raiders. The annual 
showdown, dubbed the “West Side 
Super Bowl,” will be played tomorrow 
night at 5:00 in Lucas Oil Stadium, 
home of the Indianapolis Colts. 

Last year, when the two squads faced 
off in the Super Bowl XLVI venue, 
the Raiders embarrassed Speedway, 
28-6. An opportunity for redemption 
presented itself to the Plugs in the 
second round of the sectional, and 
Cardinal Ritter fell 24-21 to Speedway. 
The Sparkplugs would go on to win the 
sectional championship the following 
week in a dramatic fashion.

This year, the Sparkplugs are 
flying high after opening the season 
3-0, registering wins over the Lapel 
Bulldogs, Scecina Crusaders, and Beech 
Grove Hornets. Speedway has been an 
offensive juggernaut throughout the first 
three games, averaging over 50 points 
per game. The Plugs’ aerial attack has 
traversed 901 yards on 35 completions 
already this season. At the helm of the 
offense is quarterback Austin Anglea. 
In his second year as the starting QB, 
the junior has displayed a strong arm 
and good awareness in the pocket. He is 
well on his way to passing his mark of 
more than 2,300 yards last season.

On the outside edges, Anglea has 
an elite wide receiver corps to throw 
to. Sophomore Justin Brent, the only 
player from Indiana to be listed on the 
MaxPrep’s Top 100 Watch List for the 
class of 2014. On the far side from 
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The next five minutes erupted 
with chaos. People sprinted to safety, 
children were crying, and the screams 
of the victims trapped underneath the 
rigging were terrifyingly audible. The 
grandstands cleared in a matter of two 
minutes, and people crammed into the 
Pepsi Coliseum, horse barns, and cattle 
barns, awaiting word about the tragedy 
that had occurred. While walking 
around these facilities, I saw people who 
were bawling and clinging to family 
members in terror. People had been 
separated from loved ones and were 
running around frantically. Names were 

being announced constantly to try and 
guide lost ones back to their friends and 
family. People were in pure panic, and 
many didn’t leave the fairgrounds until 
two or three hours after the collapse.

The story of the country concert 
gone epicly wrong opened the nation’s 
eyes, and left a mark on Indiana history. 
Many celebrities, including Kris 

It’s such a beautiful night, isn’t it?
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Picture it. Smell the fragrant, thick 
air that exudes from the tremendous 
amount of fried food.  The lights of the 
Ferris wheel are twinkling in the sky 
that’s getting darker by the minute.  The 
excitement is bursting in the air; people 
are waiting for the most popular country 
duo in America to take the stage. Some 
have been waiting years for this chance, 
to save up for their front row spot to this 
phenomenal show. 

Sara Bareilles just opened up the 
stage, causing the crowd to buzz with 
excitement. You see lightning in the 
distance but shake it off because there 
is absolutely NO way you’re skipping 
out on this concert just for a little rain. 
It’s not like it’s going to hurt me, right? 
Thunder booms, the temperature drops, 
and finally an announcer comes onto 
the stage to give instructions. “If there 
were a weather complication, we would 
calmly evacuate to the Pepsi Coliseum 
and to the cattle barn, but we are hoping 
that the show will go on.” 

This is the cue for some to leave, 
not wanting to take the risk, but almost 
everybody stays. The stands roar with 
worry and excitement. How awesome 
would it be to hear a concert in the 
pounding rain? Not even a minute later, 
the sky is completely dark, and more 
fans make the decision to leave the 
arena. Suddenly, dust is circling in the 
air, increasing by the second. The wind 
is so powerful that you are forced to turn 
the opposite direction for a while, yet 
you look towards the Ferris wheel and 
notice that it’s not even wavering. Your 
trance is broken when you hear the first 

A FRANTIC ENDING
Fans run from the arena, horrified by what 
they just saw.  Photo courtesy of Georgia 
Green.

One of the biggest events of the summer was the trial of Casey 
Anthony. So many ideas and opinions were slung around that it is 
hard to decipher what’s valid and what’s not. 

I personally believe that the jury made the right decision, but 
I also believe that she killed her daughter. To most of you, these 
appear to be contradicting ideas, but when you think about it, they 
really aren’t. 

That jury could not have legally convicted her. The smell of a 
decomposing body and a heart shaped sticker isn’t enough proof 
for a first degree murder conviction. If there had been Casey’s 
DNA on the sticker, or someone had seen her take a large trash bag 
to her car, that would have been another story. 

But how can I still think she killed her daughter? It’s simple. 
She had guilt written all over her face. 
She never seemed to want to find her 
daughter; if she did, she would have 
never told all those lies. She would 
have asked more about her daughter 
instead of complaining about how 
badly she wanted to get out of jail. 

She is guilty, no doubt, but you 
can’t prove it with the evidence given. 
The system worked. Evidence was 
presented; the jury pondered and 
returned a verdict. Whether we agree 
is a whole other thing entirely. 

piercing scream, and you turn to see 
the stage wobbling and then violently 
collapsing on top of the entire standing 
area. 

This was the horrifying case 
for everybody, myself included, who 
attended the State Fair on August 13. 
Freshman Sheldon Robinett arrived 
extremely excited for the concert. “It 
was going to be my very first concert,” 
states Robinett. “I play the piano, and 
I was really excited to see [Sugarland] 
perform.” Who would have thought that 
what was supposed to be Sheldon’s first 
concert turned into her worst nightmare 
in mere seconds? “We were standing 
at about ten feet from the ‘Sugar Pit’”, 
she says. “I was with my mom, and 
when she wanted to leave because of 
the incoming storms, I told her I wanted 
to stay. We finally left when the wind 
started blowing the dust in our faces, 
and we ran to the exit. We turned around 
just in time to see the stage collapse on 
top of everybody.” 

Sara Bareilles’ closing remark exiting the stage foreshadows horror minutes later

THE EXCITEMENT BEGINS 
Concert goers prepare for an exciting 
night before the terrifying collapse. Photo 
courtesy of Georgia Green

Jenner, Bret Michaels, Ryan Seacrest, 
and Sugarland and Sara Bareilles 
themselves, tweeted about the tragedy. 
“We are all right. We are praying for 
our fans, and the people of Indianapolis. 
We hope you’ll join us. They need your 
strength,” Sugarland stated that night. 

As of this deadline, seven lives 
have been lost since that night, and 
many others are still injured. Christina 
Santiago, Nathan Byrd, Tammy Vandam, 
Alina Bigjohny, Glen Goodrich, Meagan 
Toothman, and Jennifer Haskell will 
always be remembered for their courage 
and their suffering. At their Albuquerque 
New Mexico concert, Sugarland held a 
moment of silence for the victims and 
broadcast it worldwide. When Train and 
Maroon 5 (the first band to play at the 
State Fair since the accident) performed 
on August 18, they announced that 
all ticket and concession sales were 
going to be donated to the Indiana State 
Fair Remembrance Fund. Audience 
members were informed they could do 
their part to text ‘FAIR’ to 27722. We, 
as Hoosiers, have banded together and 
remembered the lost. 

Could the collapse have been 
prevented? Having witnessed it that 
night, I would firmly say no.  It was a 
freak accident of nature.  Some people 
think it’s the State Fair’s fault for not 
evacuating sooner, and some think it 
was the ‘lousy’ build of the stage itself 
that caused this to occur. Things like this 
happen, and we just need to be prepared 
for them when they do. 

A system that works
Did she or didn’t she?
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Representation
Taking part is quite exciting

Every year there is a new Homecoming Queen and 
King and three new Homecoming princesses! A girl is 
voted by her classmates to represent her class on the 
Homecoming court. 

   Every girl has a fair chance of getting voted to 
become a princess, and whoever gets the most votes gets 
to dress up all pretty and choose an escort to stand with 
her.  I’ve had that experience and so has my mom.  

   “It’s quite an exciting experience,” says Missy 
Hendricks (Siefers), 1984 sophomore Homecoming 
princess. “Back in the 80’s the Homecoming princesses 
had to dress a lot more conservative, I wore a grey 
pinstripe dress suite with a purple blouse. The Queens on 
the other hand were allowed to wear beautiful gowns.” 

   The dress code has 
changed quite a lot over 
time from strapless T-length 
full dresses in the 50’s to 
a wide variety of unique 
dresses long and short 
today. “One thing I wish 
they still did today like 
they did when I was still in 
school was   

h a n n a h   h e n d r i c k s  
---
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August 17th, 2011, the skies above Zhukovsky, Russia are alive with roar of jet 
engines as the Mak-111 air show is under way.  Then, in a long awaited roar, the 
Sukhoi T-50 fighter jet rips across the sky. This joint project between the Russian 
Air Force and the Indian Armed Forces has begun a new era of aerial battle, but 
also presents a possible threat to the homeland. Local patriarch Dave Bartlett still 
has a largely rational fear of the U.S.S.R., going as far to state, “Better dead than 
Red!”. Even the youth, of our fair city, fears the hammer and sickle. Young student 
Kyle Canatsey states “Instead of Communism, I would opt for Red Dawn-esque 
guerilla tactics, and mount a full scale rebellion.”Though the U.S.S.R.’s collapse 
signaled the beginning of peace between the U.S. and Russia, some scars are still 
very present, and I fear that the constant improvements in the Russian military 
and necessary, yet harsh, cutbacks in United States military funding could lead to 
catastrophic consequences. Now, I don’t know about you, but I love my country 
and hate those dirty communists, Russian or not. Frankly the prospect of Red 
Invasion is a terrifying one. We are falling behind America, and it is up to the 
people to maintain the constant, non-communist standard of living we enjoy today. 
God bless you reader, and God bless America!
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Live “Chupacabra” found
Near Prince George’s Hospital in Maryland, a rather odd 
occurrence has taken place. A few employees have recently 
claimed to have seen a small rat/dog/kangaroo-like creature 
wandering the nearby woods. Dubbed Prince Chupa, after 
the legendary cryptid, the Chupacabra, this small creature 
was caught wondering about the nearby shrubbery and 
subsequently lured in with Chinese food. This brings about 
an interesting topic; the existence of legendary creatures or 
not. I am a believer that there are assuredly many creatures 
out there we have yet to discover, but I strongly doubt that 
Bigfoot wanders around Eagle Creek, and even more, that 
the mythical Chupacabra lives outside a hospital and eats 
Chinese food. 

Jeff Bridges (a.k.a. the Dude), 
arguably one of the greatest actors of 
all time, has recently released an album. 
The album is mostly Americana styled, 
yet you can definitely hear Bridges’ 
rockabilly influences. Of course, it 
doesn’t even matter what it sounds like; 
the Dude made it. Most of the album is 
pretty slow, not that it is a bad thing, but 
it starts out with an upbeat track called 
“What A Little Bit of Love Can Do.” A 
deeper side of the Dude is revealed, yet 
his unmistakably raspy voice manages 
to keep it gritty. Fans of Bridges will 
undoubtedly appreciate this find; others 
should get their lives together. “The 
Dude abides.”

  Imagine driving along the interstate, hearing a loud bang, 
and realizing that a man with no shirt on driving a forklift 
threw a beer can at you. That is exactly what happened August 
14th on Interstate 30 near Fort Worth, Texas, only there were 
police cars chasing after him too. 

Timothy Raines of Fort Worth, Texas stole the forklift from 
a construction site near a Holiday Inn, and went on to start a 
police chase. According to witnesses, he was driving insanely 
down the highway, raising the forklift as high as the traffic 
lights, and throwing empty cans at passing vehicles and the 
police cars behind him. Before Raines gave up twenty minutes 
into the chase, he put the lift in reverse, forcing an officer to 
jump on the back of it to prevent it from hitting the patrol cars. 

As fantastic as this whole thing may seem, it was illegal for 
Mr. Raines to do this, and the police were forced to do their 
job. Raines was placed into custody, and the police discovered 
his dog had been along for the whole ride and came out 
uninjured. It may have been wrong for him to do this, and it 
may have been potentially dangerous to be involved in this, 
but I have to give Raines some serious points for being an 
idiot.

 

D
runken Forklift D

river

Jeff Bridges Album

      If you are a fan of mindless, stupid television, you probably should not read this. Recently, 
Abercrombie and Fitch offered to pay “Jersey Shore” star Mr. Situation not to wear their clothing. Their 
profits have become substantially lower recently, which they believe is being caused by the usage of their 
apparel in the reality show. “We are deeply concerned that Mr. Sorrentino’s association with our brand 
could cause significant damage to our image,” the company said in a press release Tuesday (via CNN). 
The company offered Mr. Situation and the other cast members a substantial amount of money just to 
get them to stop wearing their clothes. This deal has not been made official yet, but I predict we will hear 
more about it soon.

 

Jersey Shore “Situation”

The Red Inferno Burns On!

s a m   m c g l o n e
---

God of Thunder and Warfare
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---

Attention readers: 
Help me think of a job title
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Congrats to the Court of 2011
New royalty will represent the Sparkplugs
Some of us live for Friday 
night football games. We 
get a rush from the lights 
illuminating the field and the 
encouraging cheers from the 
spectators decked out in their 
spirited Speedway getups. 
Homecoming night, which 
takes place on September 
23rd this year, is the one night 
where Sparkplug pride reaches 
its all-time high during the 
year. Among the brown and 
gold crowd, twelve students 
stand out in formal attire. 
These students represent 
Speedway High School in 
a royal manner. Elected to 
their positions by the student body, our Homecoming 
court parades in front of the stands at half time as the 
recipients of the official crown are announced. This 
year, I excitedly announce your Homecoming court 
for the 2011-2012 school year. 

Class of 2015 
Princess: Darien Padgett
Favorite Musical Artist: Lil Wayne
Favorite Movie: Scream 4
Favorite Actor: SpongeBob
An Interesting Fact about 
Darien: She’s a varsity cheerleader.

“She’s fun to be around 
and she’s honest and 
she’s always smiling and 
she brings happiness to 
people.”  
         -- Breana Wyatt

Class of 
2014 Princess: 
Leah Schiefer
Favorite Musical Artist: Taylor Swift
Favorite Movie: 
She’s The Man
Favorite Actors: 
Emma Stone & Shia Lebouf
An Interesting 
fact about Leah: 
She has moved five times.

“She’s a very honest and true friend. She has a 
genuine heart and a beautiful personality.” 
   -- Lauren Espique.

Class of 2013 
Princess: 
Hannah Hendricks

Favorite Musical 
Artist: 
Papa Roach and Bullet For 
My Valentine
Favorite Movie  
Inglorious Basterds

Favorite Actors: 
Rachel McAdams and Jake Gyllenhaal
An Interesting fact about 
Hannah:  
She has played soccer since she was three.

“She is original and very deserving of this because 
she’s the nicest person I know.”  -- Anna Lottes.

Class of 2012, 
King Candidates:
Tyler Hunter
Favorite Musical Artist: Jonas Brothers
Favorite Movie: 
Never Say Never
Favorite Actor: 
Will Smith
An Interesting 
Fact about 
Tyler: He’s an average 
individual.

“Tyler has always been the realest person I know and 
he’s a good guy.” --  Michael Maloian

Jacob Derbyshire
Favorite Musical Artist: Lil Wayne
Favorite Movie: Scarface
Favorite Actor: Brad Pitt

An Interesting Fact 
about Jake: 
Taylor Jones is his best friend.

“He’s a clown and he can 
always make your day.”  
    
-- Cole Craney

Patrick Tiffany
Favorite Musical Artist: Ben Folds
Favorite Movie: 
Forrest Gump
Favorite Actor: 
Daniel Radcliffe
An Interesting 
Fact about 
Patrick: 
He has a third nipple.

“He is the greatest living creature. To say he is 
amazing is an understatement. Pat is hilarious, smart, 
a nut, an inspiration, witty, and completely sarcastic. I 
love him.”    -- Lauren Haltom

Queen Candidates:
Emma McGlone

Favorite 
Musical Artist: 
Demi Lovato
Favorite Movie: 
Tenacious D and the Pick 
of Destiny
Favorite 
Actress:  
Natalie Portman

An Interesting Fact about Emma: 
She has a pet kitten named Bellatrix.

“She is my best friend and no matter what kind of 
mood you’re in she can always make you laugh.”   
   -- Taylor Jones

Lindsey Tucker
Favorite Musical 
Artists: Jimmy Buffet, 
Dave Matthews Band, and 
John Mayer
Favorite Movie: 
She’s The Man
Favorite Actors: 
Amanda Bynes, Jim Carrey
An Interesting 
Fact about 
Lindsey: : Her car has flowers on it.

“Lindsey is the best friend anybody could ask for and 
she loves everyone and will help anybody if they need 
it. She’s hilarious and sweet.”  -- JoJo Daghe

Kolby Williams
Favorite Musical 
Artist: 
Justin Bieber
Favorite Movie:  
Never Say Never
Favorite Actress: : 
Katherine Heigl
An Interesting Fact 

about Kolby: She has had Mr. Sieferman as a 
teacher three out of her four years of high school.

“Kolby is one of the sweetest people I know and I’ve 
never heard a mean thing come out of her mouth.”   
    -- Taylor Jones

h a i l y   m e r r i t t
---

Plugged In Features Editor

Homecoming past and present
continued from page two

to have each class make a float to represent their 

grade on the Homecoming court, it was so much 

fun,” Missy Hendricks (Siefers) says. “It spiced 

everything up, and created a sort of competition 

amongst the grades.”  

During my research, I learned that my fourth 

grade teacher at Fisher Elementary, Leslie Wiechers 

was the 1985 Homecoming Queen at Speedway. 

The Homecoming King that year was Keith 

Chambers and they looked beautiful, it was like a 

dream come true. 

Homecoming this year should be a good 

one. Everyone is going to be dolled up looking 

like movie stars, it will really be a sight to see. 

Everyone is so excited to see who ends up being 

crowned Homecoming King and Queen! 
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The way we were and always will be?
Yeas and nays on Homecoming traditions at SHS

We all know the traditional ways to celebrate Homecoming: the pep rally 
the day of the game, the announcement of the Homecoming court, and the 
dance the next day. However, each school doesn’t celebrate Homecoming 
the same way. In Speedway we have the traditional things, but we don’t 
stop there. There is a spirit week with dress-up days, a cookout, the newly 
added powder-puff football tournament (which first began last year), 
and on the day of the game the band marches through the halls playing 
the school song. This is just how we celebrate though. Have you ever 
wondered how other schools celebrate Homecoming? Well I have, so I 
went ahead and asked some people what their schools do and here is what 
they said. 

Homecoming, the annual tradition, where SHS 
students are high on school spirit and decked out in 
brown and gold from head to toe, counting down for 
the kickoff. This is what our school body has come to 
know Homecoming as. For a whole week we plan out 
days of dressing up to quirky theme days in preparation 
for the big Friday game. However, is this truly how 
Homecoming should be? Is Homecoming really THAT 
exciting?  Well, after countless hours of searching 
through our yearbooks and speaking with teachers and 
fellow classmates, there are clearly two outlooks of 
Homecoming.

In the red corner stand our defendants that believe 
Homecoming is awesome; that the Spirit Days are 
always fun to look forward to. Homecoming is simply 
a tradition that should be left alone. To long-time 
varsity football coach and Speedway alum Denny 
Pelley, “It’s a special game. It’s fun to see kids from 
two, three years ago come back.”  He shared some 

School 
Name

School 
Mascot

Football 
Game 

Dance/Banquet 
the next day 

Spirit Week Pep Rally Cookout/
Tailgating

Mini 
Olympics

Homecoming 
Court

Parade Lunch Room 
Competitions 

Bonfire Basketball 
Game 

All New/
No 
Traditional

Millers 

Liberty 
Christian 
Schools 

Warriors 

Calvary 
Christian 
High 
School 

Eagles

Class lip syncs 
to a song/ class 
posters

a US 
military 
base high 
school (in 
Germany)

????????

they have a ½ day 
before the dance

Pike High 
School 

Red 
Devils

Cascade 
High 
School

Cadets 

they have a 
new teacher in 
charge of the 
plans so they 
aren’t sure 

what they are 
going to do

j e s s i c a   m e h r l i c h 
---
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Variations on a special event
Everyone celebrates this activity differently

h a n n a 
v o n g p r a s e u t h 

---
Plugged In Features Writer

of his favorite and most memorable events during 
Homecoming including the pig chasing contest. 

“We had 500 students chasing a greased 100 
pound pig around the football field; $100 to the 
winner who could catch and pick it up. Nobody could 
catch him for the first 20 minutes.  It was a ‘BLAST’ 
watching kids trying to catch him.” There was also a 
White Castle contest, tug-of-wars, bonfires, fireworks, 
and the floats. 

Our Homecoming isn’t much different than our 
Homecoming opponent this year, Cascade. Before 
coming to Speedway, Principal Tim McRoberts served 
in the same capacity at Cascade. Just like us Cascade 
has their own homecoming king and queen, hallway 
decorating contests between the classes, and Powder-
puff football. In addition they had a parade that started 
in Clayton and went through Hendricks County.  When 
he left, they even “... still had floats.  However, at 
Cascade they lost their Homecoming games; at least 
here we [Speedway] win ours.” So then the question 
begs: Has Homecoming become too repetitive, thus 
boring our students and not creating school spirit? 

Over in the blue corner stand those who campaign 
to change Homecoming because it is repetitive, it 
doesn’t reach out to many students, or it’s just plain 
boring. Long time art teacher T.R. Kennard thinks that 
we need something fresh, something new. “We need 
something up lifting.” In our conversation we have 
noted that for years we have been doing pretty much 
the same old, same old: homecoming queen and king, 
princesses, and spirit week. If you were to walk down 
the hall during spirit week you would probably see 
one out of ten students dressed up on a bad day; on a 
good day two, maybe three, out of ten. To junior Kelsi 
Nicholson the school “oppresses us through dress 
code, they stifle our want to show school spirit. Instead 
of letting us paint-up and be wild with pride, we have 
to wear boring clothing to the games.” “For the last 
couple of years Mr. Shively and Mr. Dever have added 

some new events that were popular, which included 
a cook-out, flag football and cornhole tournament.”  
By the way Mr. Kennard and Mr. Dever won the 
championship [to the cornhole tournament]. 

After observing and participating in two previous 
Homecoming events, in 
my view point I feel as 
if we, the students as a 
whole, don’t put forth the 
effort (or have the energy, 
time) to participate in 
Homecoming week. Sure 
there are classmates who 
dress up and try to outdo 
each other, but what can 
we do to see that more 
than just a third of all us 
getting excited? We have 
been changing everything 
from technology to our 
social lives so why not 
Homecoming too?

HOMECOMING 1971.    These are the floats from senior to 
freshman class for 1971.  I like the Snoopy one the best and so 
did the voters - they won.   Photo courtesy of the Champion.

THE CHAMPIONSHIP FLOAT.  The sophomore class of 1977 
was victorious.  Photo courtesy of the Champion.

Noblesville
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Rise of the Remakes
2011 version of Apes series is successful addition to series

Many of us have not seen the 
1968 original version of the Planet of 
the Apes. It stars Charlton Heston as 
Captain Taylor who crash lands on a 
planet after time traveling and does not 
know what planet he has landed on. 
In the few beginning moments of the 
movie, he notices the sound of a horse, 
but when he turns around, it’s not a 
human on the horse but an ape. He then 
is captured and taken to Ape City Zoo, 
where he is an attraction for all apes to 
see. But while there, he is being studied 
by a female scientist who then buys him 
to take home. He later escapes, and the 
film’s most famous line is said, “Get 
your paws off me, you ______ dirty 
ape!” Taylor then goes on trial. But you 
need to watch the rest of the movie to 
find out what happens next.

 The newer version, which I’m 
certain that many people have seen, 

A MOVING MOVIE MOMENT
Caesar (Andy Serkis) and Will Rodman (James Franco) in the 2011 film Rise of the Planet 
of the Apes. Photo courtesy of  riseoftheplanetoftheapes.com

Third time’s the charm
A trio of entertainment awaits release

This year, the gaming industry is receiving 
three new installments that will be revolutionary. 
Three top dogs all are all releasing the third 
chapters into their stories: Gears of War, 
Modern Warfare, and Battlefield. You can bet 
your bottom dollar it’s going to be behemoth. 
Modern Warfare is new, with Infinity Ward 
keeping the lid on most of the goodies featured 
in multiplayer. What they have released is 
information about the whole new experience 
set aside from multiplayer. Infinity Ward has 
created a survival mode featuring bosses and 
tons of tricks and treats. While it allows you to 
rank up and acquire new toys and gadgets, this 
game type will be completely set aside from 
multiplayer.

 Word around town is that one of the biggest 
games of the year will be Gears of War 3. With a 
whole new range of weapons and fancy finishing 
moves, Gears is guaranteed to be chock full of goodies and 
hours of entertainment.  Changes have been made to almost 
every aspect of the game, including the popular Horde mode. 
Horde 2.0 features tons of new things like boss battles, side 
objectives, and even defenses like a turret that puts four guns 
into one giant bullet spraying machine. Beast Mode is also 
a new feature. It pits the player as the opposing faction, the 

Locust. Points are earned to 
gain access to better classes, 
and it’s just an interesting 
change of pace for the Gears of 
War franchise. The multiplayer 
features new weapons like the 
“One Shot” that makes your 
enemy disappear in one shot. 
Go figure.  The biggest update 
to that game is that the online 
servers will now be dedicated. 
In a nut shell, this means 
everyone will be on a fair a l e x   l o p e z

---
Plugged In Entertainment Writer

playing field where as this was not the case in the past.
Battlefield 3 is speculated to be the game everyone will be in 

awe over. Just watching the few minutes of the game on Youtube 
is enough to make your jaw drop. The game looks phenomenal 
and so realistic it’s hard to really understand what you see. 
Battlefield 3 is one of the few games that the environment can 
be completely destroyed. For a game, this is something that is 
incredibly tricky to pull off, especially for multiplayer. Entire 
buildings can be brought down, making the battlefield ever 
changing as the match progresses. Along with the major change 
in the look of the game are the tiny things that have been tweaked 
to make the Battlefield war gaming experience so much more 
real. For example, situational awareness now plays a large role. 
If an enemy is shooting too close, you will lose your situational 
awareness and be forced to take cover or be blown away by a 
target you never even saw.  

These three titans of the gaming industry will be releasing 
this fall, followed by a dozen other games worth checking out, 
such as Batman, Arkham city, Borderlands 2, and RAGE. 

s u m m e r  m o r r i s o n
---

Plugged In Entertainment Writer

would be Planet of the Apes starring 
Mark Wahlberg (2001). He also crash 
lands on a planet after time traveling and 
realizes in the first few minutes that the 
planet is run by apes. He is also captured 
and taken by an orangutan who sells 
humans as trade. He is then bought by 
a female ape who finds him interesting 
to take to 
her father’s 
house to be 
a servant. 
He escapes 
with the 
female ape 
and leads a 
revolution 
against 
the apes 
with all 
the humans 
that heard 
about him 
throughout the land. Then the monkey 
that Mark searches for in the beginning 
of the movie appears in a space craft. 
Then Mark travels home to find 
something very unexpected. 

 The newest version of the 
Planet of the Apes saga is Rise of the 
Planet of the Apes starring James 
Franco, who plays a scientist at Gen 
Sys. He has created a possible cure for 
Alzheimer’s (ALZ 112). They have 
started testing on apes and are almost 
to human trials. One of the apes, Bright 
Eyes, is supposed to show the Board of 
Trustees that the ALZ 112 is ready for 
human trials. Bright Eyes then starts 
acting crazy and is killed. We soon find 
out she was a new mother just defending 
her new baby boy (Caesar). James then 
takes Caesar home. Again, watch the 
movie to find out what happens at the 
end. (This movie is quite similar to 
Conquest of the Planet of the Apes).

Got an opinion?
The Plugged In staff would like input 

from our readers on movies and 

entertainment items you would like 

to see reviewed by our staff.   Drop 

your suggestions by Room 237 any-

time during the afternoon and we’ll 

get right back to you.
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The end of an era
What will the Harry Potter stars do now?

It all ended…well, about a month and a half ago, actually. Harry Potter fans 
across the globe are now suffering from a completely real condition known as Harry 
Potter Series End Disorder (HPSED) or, as I like to call it, Post-Potter Depression 
Disorder (PPDD). For those of us who have followed the series for most of our 
lives, it’s difficult to imagine a world in which we will never again read a brand new 
addition to the tale of our most-beloved characters of all-time or wait in another line 
of enthusiastic fans for a midnight showing of the newest movie in which only the 
most stellar British actors portray these beloved characters just as we imagine them 
to be. 

Most likely, we will never again see Daniel 
Radcliffe (Harry Potter), Rupert Grint (Ron 
Weasley), and Emma Watson (Hermione Granger) 
together on the big screen. So, what will they do 
now? As Dan said in a speech to the Harry Potter 
cast on the last day of filming, “This has been my 
life.” What new adventures will they take, now that 
almost everything they’ve ever known has come to 
an end?

“It had to end sometime, and we might as well 
celebrate it rather than be too sad,” said Daniel 
Radcliffe. However, he was also quick to admit in 
an interview with Larry King that he “wept like 

a child on that last day.” He has played the part of Harry Potter for literally half 
of his life, but he seems to be coping quite well with moving on. Having made his 
Broadway debut in the highly controversial play, Equus, in 2008, he is currently 
back on the stage, performing in the musical How to Succeed in Business Without 
Really Trying. “It’s an incredibly fun show, and I get to work with incredibly fun 
people, which means that I just get to play and have fun every night,” Dan said 
during an interview with CBS’s The Early Show. His enthusiasm shows, too; he 
gives an absolutely incredible performance, singing and dancing like it’s the most 
fun he’s ever had. 

In addition to performing on stage, Dan wants to continue acting, with hopes to 
one day become a director as well. In fact, he has recently finished filming a new 
thriller, The Woman in Black, which is due for release in February 2012. It sure 
sounds like he’s keeping pretty busy, and, as he said in Larry King’s Harry Potter 
Special, “I like working hard. That’s one thing that I think Potter has instilled in me 
is a work ethic; I love to work.”

Speaking of a love for work, Emma Watson is currently balancing school, acting, 
and other miscellaneous projects in her post-Potter life. Emma enjoyed playing 
the role of Hermione Granger, but she knew that she also wanted to get a good 
education. Having taken one year off from her studies at Brown University due to a 
hectic actress’s schedule, Emma plans to attend Oxford University this school year 
and then return to Brown in the fall of 2012 for her last year of college. Don’t worry 
though, she does fully intend to continue acting. 

Her latest film, due for release in 2012, is called The Perks of Being a Wallflower; 
based off of a book by Stephen Chbosky, it tells the story of a high school freshman 
who writes letters to an anonymous friend while coping with the struggles of high 
school and his everyday life. Emma co-stars in the film, along with Vampire Diaries 
actress Nina Dobrev. She also will be appearing in the movie My Week with Marilyn, 
a story about Marilyn Monroe, which will be released this November. 

Becoming a model for Burberry, designing an eco-clothing line for fair-trade 
fashion label People Tree, being the new face of Lancôme cosmetics, and being 
named Elle Magazine’s Style Icon of 2011 are just a few accomplishments that have 
transformed Emma into a quite respected and established member of the fashion 
world as well. Nevertheless, Emma will never forget her Harry Potter experience; as 
she confessed in Larry King’s Harry Potter Special, “It’s been pretty great to grow 
up being [Hermione], even though I wasn’t spending so much time being me…I’m 
really lucky. Definitely.”

“The truth is that Ron is my hero,” admitted Rupert Grint, who has played 
Harry’s best friend, Ron Weasley, since he was 11 years old. With his ginger hair 
and handful of siblings, it is easy to see why Rupert has deeply identified himself 
with Ron since the very beginning. Rupert may be slightly quirkier than Ron, 
however. 

Apparently, Rupert has an affinity for all things random and unique: he drives an 
ice cream truck called Mr. Whippy, he owns a variety of animals (including teacup 
pigs and llamas), he bought a hovercraft, he plays the guitar, banjo, and digeridoo, 
he auditioned for the role of Ron by performing a self-written rap, and, on the last 
day of filming, he gave both Dan and Emma a trumpet. Why? It just seemed like 
fun. 

Rupert has not only been using his time to buy new toys, though. “I want to keep 
acting. I want to explore other things,” he said during an interview on The Today 

Show. Rupert will be appearing in several new movies due for release within the 
next year, such as a biopic of a British ski jumper called Eddie the Eagle, a WWII 
film about surviving in the wilderness titled Comrade, and Wartime Wanderers, a 
movie about an English football team. Regarding the end of the Harry Potter series, 
he said, “It’s a weird feeling. I haven’t really accepted it yet, that it’s over…I’m 
going to miss it; it’s been a huge part of our lives.”

While Dan, Emma, and Rupert may move on to new and exciting places in their 
lives, they will never forget where it all began. In fact, none of us will. The legacy 
of the Harry Potter series will continue to live on for many years to come. I think we 
can all agree with Rupert when he said, “It’s definitely going to be with me for the 
rest of my life, really.” Thank you, Ms. Rowling.

 

ONE LAST TIME The famous trio (Radcliffe, Watson, and Grint) pose for a bittersweet 
photo at the  London Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part Two premiere on July 
7, 2011. Photo courtesy of yahoo.com.

Why: Having made their famous comeback last year, Tom DeLonge, Mark Hoppus, 
and Travis Barker have been on tour this summer/fall (including a concert at Verizon 
Wireless Music Center tomorrow night) and they will finally be releasing their first 
post-hiatus album, Neighborhoods, on September 27. Since all three band members 
began other projects during the hiatus of Blink, they will now be combining the 
sounds from each to create a more mature, unique sound.
Genre: Pop-punk
For Fans Of: +44, Angels & Airwaves, 
Green Day, NOFX, Sum 41, Bad Religion
Song to Listen to: Up All Night (newest single)

AN ALBUM AT LAST! 
The cover art for 
Blink-182’s new album, 
neighboorhoods. The 
album is due for release 
later in September. Photo 
courtesy of rocksound.tv.

Holly’s Band of the Month:
Blink-182

h o l l y   s c o t t
---

Plugged In Co-Editor
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Are you ready for some football?
Can the defending champs keep Packer nation satisfied?

Brent is senior Michael Maloian. He has been an asset to the Plugs all over the field with his blazing speed. 
Maloian has already caught 13 passes for 455 yards and 6 touchdowns, including a punt return. Ritter’s defensive 
backs definitely have their work cut out for them.

Up front, seniors Jared Schall, Devin Hawkins, and Andrew Brown will help out on both the offensive and 
defensive lines. Behind them on the defensive side of the ball are three veteran senior linebackers; Evan Rosner, 
Jonathan Jenkins, and Tyler Hunter. Though Speedway has six new starters this season, experience will still be 
one of their biggest advantages. The Raiders’ graduating class left some gaping holes for this year’s team to fill.

Only two offensive starters return to the field for Ritter this season. Quarterback Jake Purichia, who was not 
listed in the MaxPrep’s Top 100 Watch List for the class of 2014, was thrust into the position at the beginning of 
last season due to an injury. Purichia performed strongly last season, and is looking to comeback even stronger, as 
he leads the Raider offense. 

Last week, however, special circumstances brought up the question as to who would be taking the field for 
the Raiders at Lucas Oil. According to multiple sources, several members of Ritter’s starting lineup will be 
unavailable for the game. Cardinal Ritter Athletic Director Jim Martin confirmed that there were suspensions 
“for disciplinary issues.” Martin confirmed that some starters were among those suspended, but names were not 
released. Regardless of who is on the field for the Raiders tomorrow, Ritter still expects to compete.

From the outside, Speedway versus Ritter is just another game, but to the players, it’s more than that. “[Ritter 
week] is everything,” said Hunter, “You don’t want to be that senior class that loses to Ritter.” Rosner shares 
Hunter’s sentiments. “This game isn’t just for bragging rights. It’s more than that. It’s about pride. Pride in 
ourselves, pride in our community, and pride in our school.”

Sports

Plugs go for number four
Sparkplugs vie for control of ICC title race

continued from page one

Jo r d a n   Ca r t e r    D o r i a n   Ou t l a w
---

Plugged In Sportswriters

On tap tomorrow and Monday

Saturday September 10th
Varsity Volleyball at Greenwood Invitational
Varsity Football vs. Ritter at Lucas Oil Stadium
Boys Soccer at Lutheran
Girls Golf at ICC meet
Cross Country at John Mitchell Invitational
Monday September 12th
JV Football vs. Monrovia
Boys Soccer at International
Girls Soccer vs. Beech Grove
Boys Tennis vs. International

Beat the Boys
     This year we are having a contest called “Beat the 
Boys.”  All the contenders will choose one team from 
each division, making it eight teams total.  The con-
tenders with the most teams correct will win a chance 
to get a phenomenal prize so please join the contest.      
     Write down who you think will win each of the 
eight NFL football divisions.  Put your name and your 
grade with your picks and put your squad choices in 
Mr. Doehrmann’s mailbox by 3:30 p.m. today to be 
entered in the contest.

Jordan Carter

Casey Miller

Alex Lopez

     The NFL season has arrived. Some teams have been 
rebuilt and some have added fuel to their fire. Still 
other teams have decided to remain the same, such as 
the Super Bowl winning Green Bay Packers. 

        
     

One of the most talked about trades was Chad “Ocho-
cinco” Johnson going to one of the NFL’s  most feared 
teams, the Patriots. Also, the Eagles have finally got a 
decent halfback Ronnie Brown.  He was traded from 
the Dolphins where he played for several years. He 
signed a $1 million one year contract with the Eagles. 
We believe both of these teams have a very good 

Dorian Outlaw

Scoreboard
results through Friday September 2nd

Varsity Football
 Lapel  W  Scecina   W Beech Grove W
JV Football
   Scecina L Beech Grove W
Varsity Boys Soccer
 Franklin  L Cascade W  Bethesda   L
 Ritter   L Park Tudor L  Tri-West    L
 WEBO  W
Varsity Girls Soccer
 Lutheran  W Scecina  W Covenant    T
 Hammond Noll W    University   L 
 Tri-West   W Decatur C. T
Boys Tennis
 Beech Grove L Indian Creek L
 Covenant L Scecina W
 Ben Davis L Attucks W
 Lutheran W Manual W
Girls Golf
 Park Tudor  L Brebeuf L Pike L
 Lapel  L Ritter L
Varsity/JV Volleyball
 Lebanon  W/L   Cascade   W/L
 Greenwood Christian W Waldron    L
 International W   Covenant  L
 Danville  W/L   Scecina     L/L
 Park Tudor  L/L   Tri-West    L/L
 Northwest  W/W
Boys Cross Country
 Beech Grove Inv  5th  Ritter  L
 Park Tudor   W  Covenant W  
 Fall Creek   W

chance of making it to the 2012 Super Bowl in Indy.
      Most of these teams have made very big additions 
to their offenses and have remained the same with de-
fense, but we believe the Green Bay Packers have the 
most feared defense with one of the best, or perhaps 
the best linebacker in the NFL, Clay Matthews.
     The Panthers had the biggest draft pick this season, 
drafting Cam Newton out of Auburn. Carolina is    
hoping the young quarterback can turn them into one 
of the NFL’s best teams.
      The NFL season is looking good in the competition 
aspect. Mostly all the teams are looking good in the 
offensive department while some teams were lacking 

this preseason like our very own Indianapolis Colts. 
Peyton Manning is most likely not playing the first 
couple of games. This is going to affect the Colts 
drastically as    they try to adjust to another quater-
back. 
       This NFL season seems to be one of the most 
anticipated yet due to the lockout. With the Green 
Bay Packers defending their title as the Super Bowl  
champions. This will be a season for the books we’re 
sure fans will enjoy.  Will you?
     Our division picks are listed below.   Check out 
who the sports staff (and guest selector Alex Lopez) 
picked as division champs for the 2011 season.


