
      Folks, it’s that time of year again: fun-filled 
tailgating, pumped-up pep rallies, crazy-themed 
student sections, and the ever-bright lights shining on 
one anticipated September night: Homecoming! As 
usual this time of year, our Speedway Homecoming 
traditions hold true: the nominations of class 
“princesses” and their escorts to accompany a King 
and Queen for the Homecoming court, crazy Spirit 
Days leading up to Friday night’s game, and even 
the Speedway Spectacular parade, which includes 
Speedway’s own Marching 500 Regiment on tour 
through town for celebrations that help spur our 
school spirit through the weekend! As we prepare 
to take on the evil Monrovia Bulldogs for the 2012 
Homecoming game tonight, our festivities are 
coming to a close...how did our week of celebrating 
stack up?
     Our week consisted of the usual school spirit days, cornhole tournaments, 
and the exciting third-annual Powderpuff Football games, the normal Speedway 
High School homecoming week activities. Speedway teachers and administrators 
helped us put on our own little show the week of our Homecoming, but have you 
ever wondered what their Homecoming experiences were like? In talking to a few 
of Speedway’s fabulous teachers, including Mr. Pactor (English), Mr. Kennard 
(art) and Mrs. Phillips (science), their high schools had many of the same kinds 
of traditions, but were also very different from Speedway. Some of their regular 
traditions included floats from the many different clubs and organizations that 
were offered at their schools (which, interestingly enough, happened at all of their 
schools every year). Pactor, a North Central High School graduate, remembers that 
“We had floats where each club or team got to make a float and take it around the 
track at the game.”
    Other more familiar traditions included cookouts, the “royal” homecoming 
courts, and the decorating of school hallways in preparation for Friday’s big game. 
“There was always a cookout before the game,” Pactor mentioned, “and I believe 
the Kings and Queens came in on convertibles during the game.” Phillips fondly 
recalled a homecoming court of her Chrysler High School in New Castle with 
a laugh. “I felt so bad for them...all the candidates got out onto the track and it 
immediately started pouring down rain! They had to quickly crown the king and 
queen and then scurry them inside! You just had to laugh, though.” 

Homecoming

Whilst arriving on the first day of 
school, I was pumped. Senior. Year. The 
big kahuna. I cruised right into my first 
period class, ready to take on the final 
installment in my high school career. 
The bell rang. Mr. McRoberts’ voice 
boomed over the intercom with the 
usual daily announcements. Moment 
of silence. Pledge of Allegiance. Any 
school day. The next words that came 
out of Mr. McRoberts’ mouth made me 
have to pick my jaw off of the floor. 

The use of cell phones is permitted 
during lunch and during classes, only 
with the teachers consent and for 
educational purposes.

I’m pretty sure the entire study 
body let out a silent cheer.

I continued with my day, and lunch 
time rolled around. I walked in, mouth 
practically watering. Instantly, I noticed 
the changes. New lunch format. Fruit. 
No big cookies. No salt?! Everywhere 
I turned in the cafeteria I could hear 
students muttering things like Can’t we 
monitor our own salt intake?  and   How 
does this whole system work?

Needless to say, we were all 
confused by the drastic rule changes that 
first day. 

The norm and 
the unusual

WHO WILL BE CROWNED TONIGHT? Savannah Arevalos crowns classmate Lindsey 
Tucker Homecoming Queen 2011 as the newly crowned King, Patrick Tiffany, looks on.

See  THE INS AND OUTS OF HOMECOMING on page four

A year of new beginnings
Dramatic changes occur to rules and guidelines

 “We 
used to get in 
trouble a lot 
for having our 
cell phones 
out,” said 
senior Kelsi 
Nicholson. 
“Even kids 
who never 
got in trouble 
would get 
their phones 
taken away on 
the first day. 

Now, we get to use them for educational 
purposes and as tools during classes.” 

She speaks the truth. Many teachers 
are using a strategy of text updates, 
where a mass text will be sent out to 
their students about the next day’s 
homework assignments or tests. Mr. 
Stevens, Ms. Jackson, and Ms. Franklin 
send regular updates to their students’ 
cell phones about upcoming tests, 
assignment due dates, and classroom 
news.  Some are also allowing the 
use of cell phones as calculators and 
stopwatches during lab time or other 

See AS WE GO ON on page four

Number one at Speedway and making top 
grades at America’s Next Top Model.
See Hanna Vongpraseuth’s interview with Speedway graduate Jessie 
Rabideau on page six. Photo courtesy of Pottle Productions Inc. 
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Game of Government 

WARNING! This article contains 
spoilers from seasons one and two of 
Game of Thrones.

The institution of government 
class is a long and proud tradition at 
Speedway High School. However, as 
society changes, our class has remained 
rigid in its teachings. Government 
should be enjoyable for all.

This is where Game of Thrones 
comes in.

Game of Thrones is a television 
series by HBO. Based on the epic 
fantasy series by George R.R. Martin, 
the series follows the ups and downs 
of the five major houses of Westeros, a 
land not unlike our medieval Europe. 
There is a constant struggle for power, 
money, and eventually, a struggle for 
succession.      

Many of you may be asking at 
this point how this imagined world can 
compare in any way to our current, very 
modern, political system. How it could 
even go so far as to entirely replace a 
government class?

Allow me to explain. Keep in mind, 
these are extreme generalizations; there 
is always an exception to every rule.

Firstly, you have the Lannister’s, a 
power hungry, money grubbing group 
who have had an almost constant effect 
on the ruling king, yet have never 
actually been seated on the throne 
(technically). They represent your 
modern day “1%.” All they care about is 
protecting their money and themselves, 
even at the expense of the commoners.

On the other end of the spectrum is 
the little acknowledged House Frey, a 
house who feels worthy of many things, 
but never actually tries to reach them. 
House Frey is the average, low income 
American. Even if they try to get out of 
the hole previous generations have dug, 
they still end up back were they started.

That leads me to the everyday 
middle-class American, Houses Stark 
and Tully. These two houses are 
moderates, only wanting what is best 
for everyone, and seeing that the current 
rulers aren’t working. However, they 
themselves have no desire to step in and 

change it. Eddard Stark, leader of the 
Stark House, however, doesn’t refuse 
the position of Hand of the King; he 
tries to change the king’s ways. Sadly, 
all does not work out in the end and he 
is killed by Joffrey Baratheon, heir to 
the Iron Throne.

 On to the real politicals of Westros. 
 There are the Baratheon’s, current 

rulers on the Iron Throne 
(executive branch). Robert 
Baratheon is constantly 
arguing with the Small 
Council (legislative branch), 
comprised solely of yes-men 
and contrarians before Eddard 
showed up. When Robert dies, 
the two remaining Baratheons, 
Renly and Stanis, split into two 
factions, or parties, and argue 
their right to the throne.

The Targayrns, former 
rulers on The Iron Throne, 
are constantly causing a 
threat to the current king, yet 
always just out of their political reach 
(dictatorships and other threats). The 
leaders of Westeros see the problem, but 
don’t know how to go about getting rid 
of them and their Mongol-esque army.

 Last but certainly not least, we 
have the lovely House of Arryn, or 
your current extremists, i.e. the Tea 

Party and Liberal Democrats. House 
Arryn is constantly trying to make their 
laws everyone’s laws. Instead of a fair 
trial, they attempt to force a prisoner 
to confess to a crime he didn’t commit 
using torture tactics. When this doesn’t 
work, he must fight for his life or be 
thrown from a hole in the floor with a 
thousand foot drop.

Game of Thrones, or any political 
series for that matter, can never fully 
replace a government class. There will 
always be faults or misconceptions 
in something produced to appeal to a 
massive audience as well as turn a profit. 
But, it’s nice to dream.

Sarah Proctor 
Plugged In Columnist

   “Whither are we moving? Away 
from all suns? Are we not plunging 
continually? Backward, sideward, 
forward, in all directions? Is there still 
any up or down? Are we not straying, 
as through an infinite nothing? Do we 
not feel the breath of empty space? 
Has it not become colder? Is not night 
continually closing in on us? Do we not 
need to light lanterns in the morning?” 
–Friedrich Nietzsche, The Parable of the 
Madman
    The German philosopher Friedrich 
Nietzsche warned us well in his 1887 
publication of postmodern prophecies 
The Gay Science what we would face 
with the end of legitimate ethics, the 
end of the search for truth, the death of 
God. In this pluralistic age where we 
are taught to tolerate everything and 

accept nothing, the Madman’s words 
ring out into the abyss as we mourn the 
loss of those in Aurora, Milwaukee, 
and New York City. In the face of these 
sickening tragedies, the inevitable and 
meaningless question we ask is “Why?”  
  The only answer we have left to give 
is a nonchalant why not? uttered by our 
depraved culture. After all, we say, there 
is no truth, so our search for answers is 
as hopeless as these deaths. And there 
are only so many exchanges of ideas 
we can apply to these atrocities, lest we 
step on anyone’s half-conceived opinion 
(which is as good as anyone else’s). So 
these instances are taken advantage of 
to heighten the gun control controversy 
and call it a day. Michelle Obama’s 
visit to the Sikh temple in Wisconsin 
seems almost uncomfortable, and we 
are thankful she can spare the time to 
grieve with the faithful that we simply 
no longer have. 
   These are strange times, and our moral 
withdrawal, our lack of direction is 
not merely attributable to the filth our 
children watch on TV. Contemporary 
society has rationalized itself out of 
rationality, sold its soul to materialism, 
and traded any conception of the divine 
for a mundane existential lawlessness. 
This is why our whys are so worthless, 
because any bedrock principle, any 

moral imperative can and will be 
contested by either the New Age 
sophisticates (in the name of tolerance) 
or warmongering politicians (in the 
name of defense, democracy, and oil), 
and the varieties of zealots that follow 
them. Our whys fall vacant and empty 
because the cultural machine insists that 
the media spread fear instead of facts, 
and the politicians preach conformist 
values instead of individuality. 
  Our society emphasizes its emptiness 
in the face of tragedy because it has lost 
its sense of direction. The prophet asks 
“Whither are we moving?” and our lack 

of a response is the only answer we can 
provide. 
   In these troubled times we should 
turn inwards, and relate our feelings 
to the world. Every day things happen 
that we do not acknowledge because of 
our withdrawal; we don’t want to cast 
judgments on anything. We don’t want 
to think, we don’t want to concede to 
our souls.  
  How America lost the noble search 
for truth, its dynamic introspection is 
inconsequential. The recent string of 
horrific events make it clear that we 
desperately need it back. 

Turbulence of our times 

Quentin Ellett
Plugged In Columnist

GOVERNMENT REDEFINED.  Game of Thrones 
introduces evolutionary tactics to understanding 
government. Photo courtesy of Sarah Proctor.

INNOCENCE LOST. How can America get back on track? Family members of the victims in the 
Sikh temple shootings in Wisconsin console each other. Photo courtesy of images.google.com.

Popular HBO series could better  
American education

In light of the horrific series of killings nationwide, 
America abandoned its principles and the search for soul



It’s no secret that our nation, as a 
whole, is in a fair bit of jeopardy at the 
moment. Half of the world would like 
to see it burn, its economy can’t rub two 
nickels together, and to top it off, a prize 
fight is currently underway. The winner 
will become the poor sap who we all 
aim to rely on to dig us out of the muck 
we find ourselves waist deep in. I can’t 
even imagine why anyone would want 
to be in the Oval Office right now, but 
I suppose it is necessary that someone 
plays the sacrificial lamb, yet I digress. 

As you know, the twin powerhouses 
are Republican candidate Mitt Romney, 
and the Democrat incumbent President 
Barack Obama; two men with a gleam 
in their eye, and the National Anthem on 
repeat in their hearts. The kind of men 
you’d readily invite to a barbeque on the 
weekends and be happy to work with 
Monday through Friday. Good men…
strong men. Now, though, we encounter 
the unfortunate reality that they’re about 
as fit to run the country as a toaster 
wrapped in tin foil. I’ll be the first to 
profess that, by God, we need a new 
president. 

Barack Obama is a great man, but 
I just don’t see him as being quite fit 
for the job. In my humble opinion, 
Mitt Romney is no better. Don’t get me 
wrong he seems like a stalwart chap, 
but he just doesn’t fit the bill.  Herein 
we encounter our problem, one of them 
will win, but neither of them seems 
relatively near up to the task. So, in 
a revolutionary turn of events, I am 
nominating myself for the presidency 
of the United States of America. I will 
be representing the Rational Party, one 
of my own creation, and the proceeding 
actions are those I am willing to take in 
defense of the homeland:

1.Raise Taxes Uniformly
This is an absolute necessity, and 

anyone who tells you otherwise is an 
incredible dolt. The massive deficit 
accumulated is still on the rise, and 
until each citizen both great and small 
contributes, the problem can only get 
worse. These tax hikes will be a flat 
raise in the percent paid across the board 
in an effort to ease the financial strain on 
Central and Local governments, as well 
as families and individuals.

2.Establish a new Anti Ballistic Treaty
With the overwhelming pain 

wracking the Global Financial Market, 
stress is high and tension is even 
higher. In a last ditch effort to improve 
the overall economy of their home 
countries, politicians are more and 
more likely and willing to scratch the 
surface of militaristic confrontation. 
Even worse, in 2002 President George 
W. Bush elected to withdraw from 
the former Anti Ballistic Treaty we 
had entered into with the Federation 
of Russia, which heavily restricted 
the production and testing of nuclear 
weaponry. In these times of overall 
military tension, I think it rather wise 
to establish another, similar, treaty in 
a effort to establish trust between the 
nations and clear guidelines to semi-
calm the turmoil. 

3.Organize a Global Economic Conference.
Now this one could take a bit of 

work, but overall I believe it could do 
nothing but 
benefit us all. 
For this, I’m 
thinking a large 
conference 
placed 
somewhere 
in Europe, 
as a means 
of neutrality, 
established 
with the goal 
of producing a well structured Global 
Economic Repair Plan. Obviously, this 
wouldn’t be an overnight cure that, 
through the sheer force of goodwill and 
hope mystically resurrects our nation 
good as new, but a long term healing 
and prevention kit. The first product 
would be the full cooperation of as 

many nations as possible to increase 
trade and create a way to increase jobs 
and revenue. The second product would 

develop a long term plan 
to prevent the current state 
of monetary disarray we 
live and breathe today. 
This is something we need 
to plan, fix, and leave in 
the bloody past.

Now, I recognize 
that this will more than 
likely never see the light 

of day, media-wise, and 
I’d be lying if I didn’t say 

I had a touch of ulterior motives.You 
see, gentle readers, I also aim this as a 
means of education. I know not what 
your plans are for the future but if, 
through some channel, you do arrive in 
the Oval Office, remember this! Oh, and 
remember me, I could use a political 
connection or two. 

A country divided
Battle for the Oval Office should promote democracy, not discourage voters

   Sam McGlone
trusted sage of the Elder Gods

THE CONTENDERS. America’s valiant 
champions. Photo courtesy of CNN.com
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Speedway Redevelopment Commission provides our town a 
fresh, new look and the results are paying off

   High schoolers may not have noticed, 
but over the last several years, there 
have been many small changes and 

Maddie 
Kenny

Plugged In 
Staffer

MORE THAN A DAY IN MAY.  Thanks to the SRC, Speedway 
is getting a makeover.  Photo courtesy of  Katie McDonnel

continued from page one
activities. Even a few teachers are 
creating cell phone accessible web sites 
and apps for their students to download 
and use on the go. 
   “As a staff, we’ve been working 
through changing the electronics policy 
for a couple of years,” said McRoberts. 
“This is a technological world and our 
policies were out of date and not serving 
our vision of preparing students for 
college and for workforce readiness 
in the 21st century. We need to teach 
responsible use of technology and make 
it available to students to access to add 
to their learning experience.”.    
   The new cell phone policy seems to 
have gone over well, but some students 
don’t agree with the new rule change. 
“Your cell phone doesn’t really impact 
you during school,” stated sophomore 
Nathan Owings. Many teachers agree 
with Owings, banning the use of cell 
phones during their classes altogether. 
As long as students grasp the concept of 
the right time for their mobile usage, the 
rule will stay around for a while. “Now 
that we are a month into school, I think 
the students understand the parameters,” 
said McRoberts. “If we see students on 
their phone or using their phone during 
passing periods, it will be confiscated. 
As far as I can tell, that has not been a 
problem.”
   Mixed emotions were also uncovered 
over the new lunch layout. “It seems 
as if the lunch is hit and miss,” stated 
Nicholson. “They’re monitoring our 
salt intake and providing fresh fruit, 
but some of the entrées still don’t seem 
all that healthy and the fruit sometimes 
doesn’t seem toofresh.” Modified 
versions of this statement seemed to be 
the background noise of the cafeteria 
during that first lunch. Many students 
agree with Nicholson and want the old 
lunch menu back. 
   The school system had no say in 
the change of the lunch system. “The 
changes in the offerings for lunch are 

based on new guidelines that come 
from the Federal and State level. A big 
push has been underway for many years 
to offer students healthier choices for 
school lunch,” said McRoberts. So if 
you’re looking for a place to blame, 
you can’t point your fingers at the 
corporation. 
   Meanwhile, some students like the 
new lunch layout. “It’s healthier,” stated 
Owings. Which is a true statement. The 
cafeteria ladies has done a good job of 
making healthier food more accessible 
in a quick format. More fruit and 
vegetables are available self-serve and 
the cafeteria workers are always willing 
to help work out any kinks students may 
find .
   These changes have been noticed 
often, but others have been identified as 
well. For example, junior Robby Sears 
noticed the grading scale and grade 
weight change. “This change allows 
students to choose classes they can be 
challenged in and aim higher for what 
they earn instead of the grade they get in 
the class,” said Sears.
   Sears also noticed the lack of locks 
on the lockers. An avid lock user, Sears 

does not approve of this change. “I can 
see where they’re coming from,” Sears 
said, “but I think that I’m not going to 
risk the chance.” Walk down the hallway 
during any period of time and you’ll 
see that Sears isn’t the only one to have 
requested a lock. 
   When I concluded my time 
questioning these students, I asked 
them all the same question: if you could 
change one rule, what would it be? 
   “I think we should go back to Junior 
High dress code, where the lengths 
of shorts and dresses were to your 
fingertips,” Nicholson said.
   “I think we should be able to skip 
finals again for perfect attendance,” 
Sears said. 
   “I think lunch should go back to what 
it was,” Owings said. 
   We’re pretty lucky here. We live in the 
racing capital of the world. Our students 
create a killer spirit week during 
Homecoming, and our teachers dedicate 
extra hours just to see us succeed. We 
don’t even have to wear uniforms. 
With these new rules, it seems as if our 
student body just got luckier.  

WHAT’S NEW ABOUT LUNCH?  Not only are the food choices different, students can now freely 
check their cell phones, thanks to a change in school policy.   Photo by Kacey Ross.

As we go on
As we evolve in our learning, so does the school’s rules and policies

The ins and outs 
of Homecoming 
That time of year upon us

A rebirth
Speedway Redevelopment Commission. 
According to Harris, the idea of redevel-
opment in Speedway was first thought 
of in the late 1990’s. “Many individu-
als in Speedway realized there was a 
need to redevelop,” said Harris.  But the 
idea didn’t manifest into anything until 
late 2005. That year, the Indiana State 
Legislature began allowing towns to 
redevelop on their own. Shortly after, 
the Speedway Redevelopment Commis-
sion was born.
   Now that you know a little about what 
redevelopment is, you need to know 
what redevelopment does. The SRC is 
working right this minute to improve 
the condition of Speedway.  They have 
made things like the complete revamp-
ing of Main Street into a reality. 

new editions in Speedway. The people 
responsible for these changes are the 
members of the Speedway Redevelop-

ment Commission, or 
the SRC. According to 
the redevelopment web-
site, www.speedwayin-
diana.com, “The Speed-
way Redevelopment 
Commission consists 
of dedicated, volunteer 
citizens appointed by 
the Town Council. The 
SRC employs a full-
time executive director, 
who is also a resident of 
Speedway.”            
   Scott Harris is the Ex-
ecutive Director of the 

    More recently, 
the SRC is begin-
ning a realignment 
of 10th Street. 
This project began 
on August 30th, 
and will close 
down portions of 
10th between the 
intersections of 
Lynhurst and Polco 
Street. Although 

See Speedway on page seven

continued from page one
     When asked about his 
homecoming traditions, of course 
Mr. Kennard remembers the 
decorating the student body at 
Lawrence Central High School did 
for the week. Kennard, who notes 
his school’s mascot, the Bears, with 
a roll of his eyes, said, “We’d always 
have tons of signs and posters along 
the hallways for the big game. It’s 
kind of sad when you walk down 
[Speedway’s] hallways, because 
you’d never even know there was a 
game. There’s no school spirit!”
              Amidst all the exciting 
ways to celebrate Homecoming, 
like the cookouts, spirit days and 
Powderpuff games, what the week 
of homecoming really comes down 
to is the big, Friday night game. This 
year we’re taking on the Monrovia 
Bulldogs, who also hold a record 
of 2-2 along with Speedway in 
their varsity football season so far. 
Speedway has managed to beat 
Monrovia the past two years, but 
can the Sparkplugs pull it off again 
this year to complete a great week of 
Homecoming excitement? All that’s 
missing is a pumped-up student 
section: make sure to come out and 
support the Plugs and see them get 
our homecoming win tonight!
              As another week of 
Speedway Homecoming customs 
comes to a close, was it one that 
students will remember for years 
to come? When asked about her 
homecoming experiences, there was 
a slight hint of reminiscence for 
Phillips: “I miss it; it was really cool 
to have our traditions and experience 
them with everyone. It was always 
very memorable. The more 
participation, the better it was!”



In an ever changing society, the gap between 
generations is growing at an alarming rate, especially 
that of which between student and teacher. Every 
generation has grown up in accordance to different 
influences, and with every passing year more and more 
things become history. Our ideas, references, and even 
our whole culture are slowly changing.

But lucky for those looking to stay ahead of the 
curve, there is a list of outdated references being 
published every year. This list pertains to each year’s 
incoming college freshman classes, as seen by the 
authors, who are a couple of youth-savvy college 
professors. 
What started 
as an email 
forward in 

1997 between colleagues in the teaching 
community budded rapidly into an 
internationally acclaimed and renowned 
multi-book publication, much to the surprise 
of the author of the original letter. 

Published every August, The Mindset List 
puts the ideals and principles that outline 
the “mindset” behind those caught between 
young adulthood and the real world to light. 
If books just aren’t your thing, much like 
the majority of our generation, you may 
want to give their website a look instead: 
“Mindsetmoment.com.” 
The site includes a daily questionnaire, a 
Mindset movie of the month, and links to 
information regarding the present generation 
of youngsters as well as an advice column 
titled “Ask Rom.”

Broad Ripple is the hidden gem of an Indy enclave. It boasts everything from 
Belgian restaurants, to quirky vintage boutiques, to unique street art. Referred to as 
B-Rip, the Ripple, and the Village, Broad Ripple is located just over ten miles from 
Speedway. It’s nestled just east of College Avenue around Broad Ripple Avenue. 
Although B-Rip is known for its trendy nightlife, there’s plenty for high school 
students to do as well. 

If you can feel the hunger pangs growing stronger and you’re 
feeling adventurous, check out the plethora of restaurants around 
Broad Ripple Avenue. One worth mentioning is the Cajun Creole 
restaurant Yats located in the southwest corner of Broad Ripple 
on College Avenue. Yats has gained national recognition for its 
cuisine and atmosphere. The New York Times Travel Section 
called it, “a celebration of neo-psychedelic paintings, great jazz, 
and excellent food.”

If it’s just your sweet tooth you’re attempting to satisfy, I 
recommend Sweeties Gourmet Treats in the strip mall on Broad 
Ripple Avenue. Their mouth-watering menu has everything from 

your simple cheesecakes and pie to exquisitely decorated fondant cakes. B-Rip is 
home to dozens of outdoor cafes, many offering musical performances several days 
a week.  

Speaking of music, indie pop band Margot & the Nuclear So and So’s is 
from Broad Ripple, marking just one of many bands that has emerged from 
Broad Ripple’s distinct music scene. Margot even has a song called “Broadripple 
is Burning,” that mentions Fountain Square, another notable cultural district in 
Indy. Throughout the Village, you’ll see posters advertising every kind of music, 
including metal, Mongolian, and everything in between. There are also posters 
promoting yoga, zumba, and religious services. 

Another standout feature of Broad Ripple is the art. In Broad Ripple, everything 
is art. There are spray painted masterpieces on the brick walls, exuberantly 
colored bridges, and thought-provoking statues. Because of these features, B-Rip 
has developed a rich reputation for its strong expression of Indy culture. The 
Indianapolis Art Center in Broad Ripple exists to aid young artists in exhibiting and 
honing their work. 

Hunter Smith
Plugged In Staffer

The mindset of the American youth
Annual publication is a tell all

ARE YOU IN THE RIGHT MINDSET TO 
READ THE MINDSET LISTS?
Browsing through this unique novel gives 
you a quick peek into the minds of today’s 
young adults.
Photo courtesy of  beloit.edu.com/mindset

French fries and pizza: two of the most prominent staples 
on standard American cuisine. It’s the food that most of us 
are accustomed to. It’s the food that, almost sadly, some of us 
were raised on. We see these selections of food everywhere 
we go. Maybe it’s time we mix things up a bit and twist these 
simple foods into a dining experience that’s hard to forget. 

It may come as a shock to some, but Indianapolis has 
some great places to go for good food. Specifically, these 
places can be found in our cities “boroughs,” which have 
recently become pretty lively with activity. One of these 
boroughs is the Village of Broad Ripple. Broad Ripple has a 
diverse food scene with a few really awesome places, but one that stands out a bit 
more than the others is the Brügge Brasserie.

 The Brügge is a Belgian inspired restaurant on 1011 E Westfield Blvd. They 
offer many great foods, but they are famous for their fries (or frites). You can get a 
fairly hefty portion of fries for not too much money, and they come festively served 
in a cone-shaped bag. The frites are fried to an ideal crispy state which crunches 
nicely between your teeth. This is an overlooked quality in most places, as it’s hard 
to cook the fries to that perfect point where they aren’t burnt or soggy. If you don’t 
know what I’m talking about, you haven’t eaten enough fries. 

The Brügge also coats their fries with crystal sea salt that adds to the overall 
flavor and crunch. Those are the building blocks of the fries, but the best is yet to 
come. 

You see, when you order the fries, you can choose three of twelve awesome 
options to dip your fries in. You can choose from their homemade ketchup, fresh 
mayonnaise, horseradish, sweet chili, hot curry, aioli, andalouse sauce, roasted 
garlic aioli, sea salt and vinegar, French Dijon, and herb pesto. My favorites are the 
homemade ketchup and the horseradish, but to each his own. 

Another great place to eat in the “Ripple” is Bazbeaux Pizza. Bazbeaux got 
its start back in 1986, in an old house that was the home of the town gravedigger. 
That’s pretty cool. They have come a long way since their small beginnings, as 
Bazbeaux now has some of the best pizza in the city. If you were to go to Bazbeaux, 
you would find that the pizza topping options are virtually impossible to choose 
from. However, liking things more on the simple side, I enjoy my pizza topped with 
a lot of cheese, a lot of bacon, and maybe some sausage. 

Haily Merritt
Plugged In 

Managing Editor BROADEN YOUR CULTURAL SENSES 
IN BROAD RIPPLE.  The Villiage is loaded 
with art galleries, musical venues, and trendy 
restaurants  Photo courtesy of  www.discover-
broadripple.com

What’s up town The north side of Indy is crawling with culture in the 
ever-trendy Broad Ripple Villiage

The Indianapolis Art Center is 
located on 67th street and “is one of 
the largest community art facilities 
in the United States not connected 
with a university,” according to their 
website. In 1956, a donor gave the 
Art Center land to construct a facility, 
whereas previously they had locations 
in Holliday Park and on Pennsylvania 
Avenue. Admission is free and classes 
are offered to anyone in areas such as 
glassblowing and welding. The Arts 
Center features an outdoor sculpture 
garden called the ArtsPark.

According to Guest Services at 
the Indianapolis Arts Center, Broad 
Ripple has become such a standout 
cultural location because it “is dynamic 
in itself, it’s always changing.” Broad 
Ripple draws all types of people from 
high school students, retirees, Butler 
students, and inhabitants of the wealthy community just to the north. “Broad Ripple 
has become a tourist attraction,” a representative of the Arts Center told me excitedly.

Unfortunately, the origin of its name is not as creative as you’d think. It was 
named simply for a place in the White River where the shallow water rippled gently 
over the rocks. However, my friends, the history of the land is much more interesting. 
Just after the turn of the twentieth century, an amusement park named The Great 
White Park (the White River, Great White Shark, haha get it?) opened in Broad 
Ripple. To the dismay of many Hoosiers, it burned down several years later. 

Today, Broad Ripple maintains its status as a strong cultural center in Indy. It 
hosts a Farmer’s Market several Saturdays throughout the year as well as many art 
fairs. If you’re feeling artsy, Broad Ripple is definitely the place to be!

Belgian cuisine represented in Indy
Brugge brags of top notch fries

Sam Scott
Plugged In 
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Hollywood has made an astonishing amount films that work all too well 
together, but why should we have to look back and reuse the formula?  I feel 
these “cinematic artworks” should be left alone for the rest of society to enjoy and 
appreciate.  True Grit, Psycho, Planet of the Apes, 12 Angry Men, 3:10 to Yuma, 
Alfie, Brothers, Cape Fear, The Departed, Fame, The Fly, Funny Games, Godzilla, 
etc.  In all of the years that I have explained how and exactly why the cinema works 
as a product of Hollywood’s imagination is completely up to them, but how we are 
supposed to think for ourselves is laughable; even for me.
   These and many other films have been remade just to cash in on the popularity of 
how they succeeded in being original and classics; but when a director is assigned, 
or forced, to a project such as this, the director  should be warned how to piece 
everything together in fear of destroying the hopeful prospects of the viewer’s 
pleasure.  There is even word of a possible American Psycho film remake, the 
classic 2000 Christian Bale psychological thriller.  I have gathered information from 
at least five or more resources to file a complaint or compliment on this subject.  Of 
course, the choice will obviously be up to you, but I keep the tally of citizens for the 

keep.  When someone reads this, they want to admire 
the classical tone of appreciation and admiration.  For 
the details of rewriting a script then go ahead, but why 
should we?  
   Still, I’m having a really hard time with the title of 
this piece: the films that shouldn’t have been remade.  
Yes, anecdotally, these movies turned out pretty poorly.   
But hindsight is always 20/20. Just because the 
results were bad doesn’t mean the idea was bad. And 
remaking a film — even a classic — isn’t necessarily 

a bad idea.  I realize most remakes are symptomatic of creative bankruptcy in the 
studio system.  I realize most exist purely to cash-in on the name recognition of a 
popular cinematic brand.  I believe that film lovers should fight for more originality 

Better or Worse?
The French Assailent explores the pros and cons of remakes in 
modern America cinematography

in their movies.  I 
have from collected 
interviews; remakes have 
a tendency to show off 
their new technological 
equipment but nothing 
else because of their 
rehashed scripts and 
downright nonsensical 
interruptions.  “I believe 
that remakes are a 
complete waste of time,” 
says Josh Stewart, who 
is a cohort of mine and 
outstanding student of this school.
   But putting up arbitrary limitations is the wrong way to foster creativity. 
Movies have enough rules already.  The best movies are the ones that break all 
the rules. Even, sometimes, the rules about what should or shouldn’t be remade.   
As early as spring 2010, the major studios had at least 75 television and film 
remakes in development.  Some have come to pass, some haven’t, and some 
still might survive.  It’s a large number considering there are just north of 300 
movies made every year.  “Remakes have a distinct point of view, but I believe 
that they should at least stay above the level of competence,” says Alex Judge, 
another cohort and swimmer of this school.
   There’s no doubt that a trend is crushing audiences, but not all of those 
remakes will make the screen. The bad news is that it feels like there are more 
remakes than there are. The good news is that there are fewer remakes than 
it feels.  This has been from the mind of a good friend.  So with this, I say 
goodnight and good luck.

 Psycho film: Anthony Perkins and Vince Vaughn
Courtesy of Smugglingmyself.com

At 
Speedway, 
she was 
active and 
studious. She 
participated 
in art, 
fashion, and 
Key Club; 
she played 
tennis, 
soccer, and 
balanced it 

all to become the 2006 valedictorian. 
She sounds like she was a well rounded 
gal throughout high school. Her name? 
Jessie Rabideau. 

Jessie has been a life-long fan of 
America’s Next Top Mode.  She made 
her dreams of reaching the show a 
reality, earning a spot on this season’s 
edition.  The ‘college edition’ is now 
four weeks old and Jessie was kicked 
off the show at the end of the second 
episode. This season, in a new twist, the 
public can vote Jessie back on.   

Who is Jessie, outside of ANTM? 
On the day of our telephone interview, 
Jessie had just finished playing tennis. 
Shortly after the interview got rolling, 
I realized Jessie talked like a down 
to earth girl. I had asked her about 
her being voted the ‘Most Likely to 

Succeed.’ in the school yearbook?
 “I don’t remember getting that,” 

Jessie stated. “My definition of success, 
I don’t think is being on the TV. I don’t 
want that to be one of my main goals in 
life or one of my great successes.” 

So how does one go from being a 
person at a small town to beamed on 
the big screen? “I went through college 
in Muncie at Ball State and then came 
out here to California for grad school 
at USC.  For grad school, I wanted to 
get out of Indiana into a more exciting 
place, great opportunities, so I thought 
L.A. would be a great place.”

How did Jessie end up on ANTM? 
“I looked on a website and saw the 
callout audition. I really wanted to do it 
back when I was a senior in high school. 
Six years later I got it.” And now, 
being a fan of ANTM to becoming the 
participant, it has been surreal. 

“I didn’t believe it was happening, 
but in the back of my mind I kind of 
knew that I was gonna make it on,” 
Jessie said. “I don’t know why. Maybe 
it was the confidence I had, but with all 
my auditions, I guess I had stood out.”  

In her senior high school yearbook 
photo, Jessie had long light brown hair. 
Now she has cropped red short hair. 
That’s hard for any girl to pull off unless 
they have the face for it. Around Spring 

Break, Jessie was out with a friend 
and she has shorter hair. “One day we 
were out eating dinner and she was like 
‘Ok now we’re gonna go cut your hair 
right now,’” Jessie said. “It was nerve 
wracking.” 

And what about Jessie’s fashion 
sense? “I go to thrift stores with my 
friend a lot here in LA,” Jessie said. 
“You’re not buying something new; it’s 
something else someone wore. Fashion 
to me is very biblical, things come back 
in style.” 

Jessie has a deep passion for 
architecture, and one person that knew 
about it helped her to reach the stage 
she is at now.  Brad Pedigo taught 
Industrial Technology classes, including 
architecture at Speedway.

“Jessie was Mr. Pedigo’s teacher’s 
assistant and during that time she had 
independent study,” principal Tim 
McRoberts recalled. McRoberts also 
stated that Pedigo got some software for 
Jessie to do four years of architecture. 
When I asked Jessie about Pedigo, she 
was very touched. 

“At the Top 10 dinner he was my 
teacher,” Jessie said. “He is the one who 
inspired me to do architecture. I went 
and I felt like I was meant to go to Ball 
State. I really am glad he was there for 
me at that time I was studying.  

And what else did Jessie say about 
high school? “I don’t play (tennis) 
a lot here, only when I have time. 
Extracurricular activities involved 
friends from my class. 

I wasn’t a huge football fan. I 
remember going to a few games, I 
probably went to a quite a few games. I 
think I would have rather been studying 
though. Some parts of high school I 
miss.” 

  Although Jessie describes the show 
as an “intense competitive atmosphere” 
she was able to adjust to it fine. “It’s 
a pretty intense situation you’re put 
into with the camera around you all 
the time,” Jessie noted. “You have all 
these different personalities to deal 
with. I’m in architecture and that can be 
pretty grueling and time consuming and 
demanding and all I’ve adjusted to it.” 

But it’s been a pretty fun time 
according to Jessie. “I think really all the 
people and the friendships I made and 
the career shoot experience (has been 
her favorite part of the show),” Jessie 
said. “I’d never really done that before it 
was a real eye opener.” 

So if after reading this you have 
become a fan of Jessie, you too can vote 
on her photo shoot pictures for her to 
return on the show. The show in on the 
CW on Friday nights from 8-9 p.m. 

Rabideau hits the Top Model runway
SHS alum shines on college edition of CW megahit

Hanna
Vongpraseuth
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   Going through your parents’ old, 
dusty records may be boring to you but, 
for me, it’s something I love. Cheap 
Trick, Styx, The Beatles, all appear in 
my mom’s collection of music and are 
all some of my favorites. Sure they’re 
old, they’re all probably as old as 
your parents or even grandparents, but 
they’re still great. And when I say great, 
I mean great. 
   Musicians today have it easy. They re-
cord their music on a computer and are 
able to record separate sections an infi-
nite amount of times. They don’t even 
really need to know how to play their 
instrument to record an album.  Auto 
tune helps people who can’t sing make 
hits and computer software helps people 
who can’t play music at all sound like 
Hendrix. And that’s just it. If the com-
puter software helps today’s musicians 
sound like Hendrix, what made Hendrix 
sound like, well, Hendrix? 
   Back before computer software, auto 
tune, etc., musicians had to really know 

how to play. They needed to be able 
to play the song they were recording 
forwards and backwards, because one 
mess up would mean that the whole 
track needed to be rerecorded. Darren 
Brush, who teaches recording at Guitar 
Center every Saturday, says that before 
all the new high tech gear was around, 
musicians were real musicians. “Now 
you have every amp, effect, guitar, you 
could ever want,” Brush says, “but you 
don’t need to know anything about 
them. Pro Tools (recording software) 
and midis (software instruments) allow 
anyone to create virtually any sound.”
   I’m not saying that musicians today 
aren’t good. There certainly are some 
really talented people in the music 
industry today like The Civil Wars and 
The Black Keys. All I’m saying is, that 
before you knock your parents ‘oldies’, 
take a listen. Think about the complex-
ity of a guitar solo. Think about how 
many times that solo had to be played 
before it could be recorded. Think 

Old School musicians recording a full band.  Photo Courtesy of Ron DiIulio.

about how that musician had to know 
where and when to press a pedal or flip a 
switch. Just think. 
   Before there was Garage Band, Pro 
Tools, etc, people really had to know 
what they were doing because if they 
didn’t it would cost them tons of money 
and would sound like crap.

Meg Ochs 
Plugged In 
Entertainment 
Columnist

Happiness achieved at a great price
Downtown offers great places for a date without breaking the bank

   Are you having a hard time looking 
for something new for you and your 
significant other to do? Or, if you’re a 
loner like me, do you just want some-
thing new to do in your life? Then I am 
here to share with you some awesome 
ideas to fulfill your wants! Our down-
town offers so many things that are 
really fun to do, but you won’t go broke 
from doing them at the same time. 
   Did you know that our downtown has 
free museums? A free activity that our 
downtown offers is The Indianapolis 
Museum of Art. You can go and enjoy 
the hard work of others and also enjoy 
a quiet atmosphere while you are there. 
The art inside and outside the art mu-
seum creates a great atmosphere. A new 
sculpture that has been added to the 
IMA is “Above and below.” Take a trip 

on the third floor balcony and you will 
see this sculpture. The sculpture will be 
open to the public until December 31, 
2012.   
   If you are willing to pitch in a little 
money, than a great place to go is the 
zoo. “The Indianapolis Zoo is the na-
tion’s only accredited combined zoo, 
aquarium and botanical garden,” says 
indydt.com.  It is a nice and friendly 
atmosphere and you are guaranteed a 
great time when you are there. 
   After a long day at the zoo, you might 
have worked up an appetite. Downtown 
has many great places to go and enjoy 
a great meal, and at the same time you 
won’t be paying a trillion dollars on 
one meal. One of my personal favorites 
would be the Greek Island Restaurant. 
The gyro melts there are to die for! 
They are well priced and the food is 
always good.  It is also a great clean set-
ting and the people are super nice. 
   If you are looking for a really roman-
tic night with your “special one,” think 
about going on a nice walk through the 

Arts Garden and have a lovely 
picnic. It is an amazing place and 
the grounds there are beautiful. 
You and your significant other 
are sure to have a wonderful and 
peaceful date. After your day at 
the gardens, you should make the 
small drive and take a stroll on 
the canal at night. It is a differ-
ent world at night downtown. 
Something about the lights and 
all the people just makes for the 
perfect night.

   All of these ideas will 
be something new and fun 
to do by yourself, with a 
group of friends, or with 
your special one. You can 
have a great time and still 
stay within a budget. So 
the next time you find 
yourself bored and you 
want something new to do, 
keep some of these ideas 
in mind. 

SPECTACULAR SIGHTS. The Indy skyline creates a wonderful 
ambience for a cheap date.     Photo courtesy of Jack Josh Carol.

ON A TIGHT BUDGET? The canal offers an inexpensive 
wonderful setting to have a jaunty stroll with a loved one.   
Photo courtesy of indymetrohomes.com
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New style vs. old skill
Musicanship vs artificial technology

Speedway makeover in progress
Town leaders excited about changes and future

continued from page four

this may seem like an inconvenience, it will be a huge help to people in Speedway 
and the greater Indianapolis area. 
   There are two new buildings being added to Speedway as well. The Sarah Fisher/
Hartman Racing Facility on the corner of 13th and Main Street is undergoing 
construction, and the Westview Health Pavilion located on 10th and Main Street 
will also be under construction soon. These two buildings will add more activity 
and diversity to the already busy Main Street. “Redevelopment is designed to attract 
growth and retain the current job base in Speedway while giving more residents 
more job opportunities,” says Barbara Lawrence, Speedway Town Manager. 
   One of the main parts of the Master Plan of the SRC is in the works right now. 
They plan on closing down Georgetown Road, and making a roundabout that 
connects Crawfordsville Road, 16th Street, and Main Street. This will make those 
intersections much more convenient, and will clean up that part of Speedway. 
   Whether you’re for or against the redevelopment of Speedway, it’s here to stay. 
“Speedway Redevelopment is a marathon, not a sprint,” says Harris. “This will be at 
least a 10 year project.”  Lawrence added, “We have a really firm start with every-
thing we’ve done on Main Street. However, we still have a long way to go.”




