
Tradition returns soon
Homecoming set for September 25
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      Most students that attend Speedway 
feel that our school is very diverse. 
Currently, 69% of our school population 
is Caucasian. Diverse means to have 
variety or to not be alike. With more 

        Fourteen days and counting until 
Homecoming 2009, and fifteen until 
Speedway High School’s first semi 
formal Homecoming dance the night 
after the big game. This year’s Student 
Council representatives and sponsor Lee 
Shively are working hard to make it a 
memorable celebration. 

     In the past years, the week leading 
into the Homecoming game has been 
filled with crazy and wacky spirit days.  
This year will be no exception. Senior 
class president Allegra Guerrettaz  tells 
me this year the days will consist of 
Dynamic Duo day on Monday, Senior 
Citizen day on Tuesday, Western day 
on Wednesday, Fictional Character day 

on Thursday, and of course, Brown and 
Gold day on Friday.

For the Homecoming game, we’ll be 
playing the Cascade Cadets. The Cadets 
and the Sparkplugs are no strangers to 
this match up seeing as we’ve played 
them thirteen times since 1994 and 
beaten them ten of those times. 

  Early indications suggest the 
Sparkplugs could collect win number 
eleven.  After three games this season, 
Speedway is 3-0 and the rebuilding 
Cadets are 0-3.  But according to 
Speedway head coach Denny Pelley, the 
Cadets have some “good players,” and 
they have installed a “new offense.”  

Once again, festivities include a Friday  
morning breakfast at Hardees with the 
football team and a police escort around 
Speedway. Everyone is invited to come 
over that morning to the Hardee’s 
in Speedway, but history suggests 
you should get there early because it 

becomes packed and the caravan will 
leave without you.  

The newest festivity added to this 
year’s Homecoming celebration is 
the semi-formal Homecoming dance. 
Unlike last year when the dance was 
not formal and was held right after the 
football game, this year’s dance will be 
held Saturday September 26th and it will 
also be semi-formal.  

   For the ladies, a cocktail dress or 
nice dress pants will do. And for the 
young men, a nice pair of khakis, a 
button up shirt or a tie will be okay. 
This will be the first year that principal 
Tim McRoberts can remember that 
Speedway has hosted a semi-formal 
Homecoming dance so school officials 
are hoping for a success. McRoberts 
thinks it will be “neat” and he’s thinking 
this will be a new school tradition.
 

A tragic anniversary
September 11, 2001
      You’re lying down in the grass 
looking up at the big white puffy 
clouds; you breathe in deep and feel 
the cool breeze. Birds are chirping, 
and you can hear a faint engine 
sound in the distance. You look 
around and there it is; an everyday 
passenger plane in the sky. It looks 
low, almost too low for comfort. Your 
peaceful thoughts leave quickly and 
you remember the day that changed 
everything, September 11th 2001.     

     That day four planes were hijacked 
by nineteen Al-Qaeda terrorists 
with intentions to hit the World 
Trade Center and certain targets 
in Washington, D.C. At 8:46 a.m., 
American Airlines Flight 11, with 
87 passengers and crew members, 
crashed into floors 94-98 of the 
North Tower.  Minutes later, the Fire 
Department of New York, the New 
York Police Department, and the Port 
Authority Police Department were 
traveling to the scene. At 9:03, more 
hijackers crashed United Airlines 
Flight 175, with 60 passengers and 
crew, into floors 78-84 of the South 
Tower.  
     By 9:15, New York City officials 
began closing bridges, tunnels, and 
streets to everyone but emergency 
personnel and pedestrians. Not five 
minutes later did the FAA, for the 
first time ever, nationally shut down 
all flights from taking off. At that 
time there were 4,546 planes in North 
American airspace; they were all 
ordered to land at the nearest airport.  
     Unfortunately, around 9:37 
American Airlines Flight 77, with 
57 passengers and crew, crashed into 
the Pentagon. Major U.S. sites were 
evacuated by 9:40, including Disney 
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WE’RE ALL IN.  The student section at Johnson Fields is full and rockin’ when the Sparkplugs play at home.   Coach Denny Pelley’s team returns home for 
just its second home game of the season on September 25th after a four game road trip.  The Sparkplugs will host Cascade for Homecoming that day.
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Demographics reveal increased diversity
But do students care about makeup of student population?
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Student Population Diversity Breakdown 2008-2009



In the wake of what has been 
speculated as “the worst attack ever on 
U. S. soil” by Sean Hannity; Fox News 
commentator and the “beginning of the 
end of America” by Osama Bin Laden; 
leader of the terrorist network Al Qaida, 
a nation was transformed. 

It was transformed in the sense 
that it can never go back to its certainty 
of security and invincibility. Men whose 
sole intent was to strike fear in the 
hearts of every American eroded that 
impression from the back of our minds 
within minutes. 

Those men, both cowardly and 
misguided in their beliefs, in actuality 
worked against the very cause for which 
they were so adamantly dedicated. 
Contrary to the prediction of Osama bin 
Laden, Americans did not squalor in 
the face of adversity, and quake in the 
wake of the worst American terrorist 
attack ever. In a time when most other 
countries would have either fallen in on 
themselves, or succumb to chaos and 
pandemonium, America showed the 
world why its citizens are the best across 
the globe. 

In the aftermath, we portrayed 
the traits and attitude that makes a 
country and its people great. “People 
just felt the need to express a sense 
of national solidarity and a sense of 
national identification,” said Columbia 
University history professor Eric Foner. 
Looking back, we should all have 
extreme pride that we came out of that 
day with more love, compassion, and 
appreciation for each other. 

Everyday Americans showed 
their newfound love with their fellow 
Americans by volunteering at their local 
hospitals, schools, and parks. American 
flags flew off the counters of novelty 
shops, convenience stores, and other 
venues. Americans made sacrifices 
for national security, such as tighter 
regulations of airline customs, and 

Strengthening patriotism 
Volunteering after 9/11 mirrors national pride 

baggage checks. In 2001, we comforted 
and consoled the families affected by the 
tragedy of September 11.The National 
Anthem and other patriotic songs were 
played many times shortly after the 
attacks. One such memorable instance 
was the playing of the National Anthem 
in the World Series featuring New 
York’s beloved Yankees.
      The eight year anniversary of the 
morning in which 2,819 innocent, 
hardworking, and valiant Americans 
lost their lives by the hands of insane 
extremists was a dark and terrible mark 
on American history. The feelings 
of depression and fear were all but 
ubiquitous to every American. This is 
an unquestionable and evident truth, but  
the outcome of the tragedy is the truly 
amazing aspect of that day.    

morning in my second grade class. The 
tears and sorrow that spilled from the 
hearts of parents, community leaders, 
teachers, friends, victims, firefighters, 
policemen, and myself became a salty 
sea of sorrow that penetrated every 
aspect of our lives. Out of that sea a new 
sense of patriotism grew from our souls.          
     Out of one of our country’s greatest 
despairs, morphed a red white and blue 
phoenix from the smoldering ashes of 

Opinion2

Ground Zero. Our country might have 
been attacked, but we were not victims 
because of it. We were strengthened and 
our values and beliefs shined after that 
fateful day. They made us much stronger 
in the sense that we are less hesitant to 
lend our fellow citizens a hand because 
we now fully appreciate how vulnerable 
and precious we all are to each other.  If 
that’s not patriotism, then I don’t want to 
be patriotic.

Performance based yes
But is Marching Band a sport? 

What sport do you know that 
practices 49 weeks out of the year? 
None. Ok… what sport do you know 
that practices from 8:30 in the morning 
until 9 at night for an entire week? 
Football, volleyball, soccer, tennis? I 
don’t think so, but the one group that 
works that hard and doesn’t even get to 
be considered a sport… MARCHING 
BAND. 

It incorporates physical activity 
and functional performance styles just 
like any sport. Most people don’t realize 
the dedication it takes to be in the band. 
I asked music director Amy Petermann 
what she thought the most important 
part of marching band was and her 
responses were very candid. 

“Much like any sports team, if 
one person doesn’t work to the best of 
his or her ability, it will definitely bring 
down the rest of the group,” Petermann 
stated. “Being in the band requires 
different things from each performer.” 
During the interview, Petermann noted 
that marching band has very specific 
requirements for all its performers. To 
be a successful marching band, there are 
many steps to follow to reach that state. 

1) memorizing six to seven
          minutes of music; 
2) learn how to march IN STEP
          on the football field;
3) and while doing all of that,
 being able to do the 
 performance with good 
 marching technique, displaying 
 correct horn angles, all while 
 playing the music correctly. 

I believe many people don’t realize 
the commitment needed to perform in 
a successful marching band. If people 
actually came in the summer to see 
that we are taking OUR free time to 
make our performance, techniques, and 
style better for our show, they would 
understand that we take as much, if not 
more, time as any other sport. 

As a marching band member, I 
realize the dedication a band has to have 
to gain the respect of other bands, fans 
at the games, and most importantly, the 

school body. Like many, junior Lindsey 
Culp feels the role of music in our 
overall educational program is hardly 
supported. “Our administration hasn’t 
completely supported us, and we have 
no real respect in the school,” Culp 
stated.  “We try to make everything that 
we have as the band ourselves, but when 
being important, band comes last.” 

If the marching band generated more 
support by the administration, maybe 
the students would be more willing to 
watch us perform during halftime, rather 
than going out on the field and knowing 
no one will be listening to us anyway.

But does the administration really 
not support the marching band? I went 
to talk to principal Tim McRoberts 
about the issue, and now I feel more 
band members need to know the facts. 
If the band members actually knew how 
much support the administration gave 
to them, they would be shocked. “More 
corporation money goes to the band,” 
McRoberts said. “You guys are a co-
curricular activity (unlike athletics) and 
the only money spent on sports (by the 
corporation), is for the coaches salaries.”

To know that I am not the only one 
with a strong opinion about marching 
band is a step towards the recognition 
we deserve. So, I created a five question 
poll to see if students thought marching 
band was a sport and my results were 
quite shocking. Out of the 84 students 
that responded, 40 replied yes, marching 
band is a sport. 34 students polled 
didn’t feel it was a sport and 10 students 
said that they didn’t care.  This poll 
reveals many students do care about the 
marching band. The number was not 
quite as high as I’d like it to be, but if 
we still won the vote to be considered a 
sport, I’m content.   
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     We as a people were vulnerable and 
exposed, but out of that vulnerability, 
we grew closer as a nation. With so 
much uncertainty towards the outside 
world beyond our borders, Americans 
looked to themselves for security 
and compassion. Their call for that 
compassion and empathy was answered 
by both people in relative wealth and 
the struggling poor, by the mature 
citizens of our society and the youthful 
generations, by elected officials and the 
everyday Jane and Joes; by you and me. 
That is how the attacks of 9/11 altered 
our perceptions of patriotism.    
     Before, we were more concerned for 
the sanctity of our country as a symbol, 
as a sign of freedom and hope. On that 
dark day, true Americans, those who 
helped in any way they could to console 
the families, donated blood, volunteered, 
to help clean Ground Zero, donated 
funds, whether a dime or a million 
dollars. About 11 percent of Americans 
did some form of charity work during 
the month after Sept. 11. Millions more 
donated blood, and almost 60 percent 
donated money -- more than $2.4 
billion, to be exact.  “I have been very 
uplifted and inspired by the outpouring 
of patriotism that we have seen over the 
last year,” said Lynn Cheney, wife of 
former vice president Dick Cheney in 
2002.  Americans that lended a hand 
to the victims of 9/11 represent the 
America that I witnessed that fateful 
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Change on the horizon
Speedway’s increasing conservation efforts
     Imagine adding sixty-seven pounds 
to your current weight and try to picture 
a daily routine with the extra poundage. 
Would it make walking more difficult? 
Would it be possible to navigate the 
school hallways as efficiently as you 
currently do? What if the weight could 
be reduced?
     In one school year, a typical 
American school kid produces 
sixty-seven pounds of discarded 
lunch packaging waste. In our own 
lunchroom, students simply throw 
away plastic-wrapped drinks and food 
containers without thought for the 
implications. 
     The waste is then transported to a 
landfill, a very short term solution to a 
growing waste problem. Their plastic 
linings eventually corrode and harmful 
chemicals reach the ground water 
supply. It is only a matter of time before 
we run out space for our mounting 
heaps of garbage, and it leads one to 
consider whether or not Speedway High 
School could be needlessly contributing 
to a national epidemic of mindless 
consumerism. What are we doing to 
combat the problem?

      
         

            It’s common knowledge that 
the high school has adopted a paper 
recycling program since April of 2009. 
The school is paid for each ton of 
recycled paper it collects, the equivalent 
to 17 mature trees, 7,000 gallons of 
water, three cubic yards of landfill space, 
two barrels of oil, or 4,100 kilowatt-
hours of electricity—enough energy to 
power the average American home for 
five months. 
     English teacher Allison McKay, one 
of the leaders in the recycling program, 
stated, “The more we get a month (paper 
products) the more we get paid.” The 
standard payment is five dollars a ton. 
Thus far, 6.4 tons of papers have been 
collected, and the school goal is at least 
one ton a month. But should it all stop 
there? If it is possible to create such 
positive change with a simple paper 
recycling program, it would only make 
sense for the act to be expanded on.  
     “This paper recycling program is 
completely free…” McKay stated. 
When asked whether or not the program 
planned to expand to include other 
materials (plastic, aluminum, etc.) she 
stated that no one had stepped forward 
to foot the monthly bill of a mere fifteen 
dollars. The trash companies offer 
plastic recycling but the money has not 
been put aside in order to help pay for 

the service, even though it would save 
the school money in the long run. 
     It seems it is up to the students to 
help in the lunchroom, and every day 
the most effective saving techniques 
are some of the easiest. Students 
bringing lunch could convert to more 
environmentally conscious methods; 
metal forks and spoons, refillable drink 
containers, and plastic Tupperware 
would replace their disposable 
counterparts. Soon those sixty-seven 
pounds of waste could fall to near zero. 
One hopes there would be equally 
simple solutions to some of the school’s 
other saving concerns. 

 Randall Smith, Director of 
Facilities, has worked for Speedway 
Schools for the past twenty years and 
has seen many improvements in our 

conservation programs. He believes 
that he works as a “…custodian of 
the taxpayers’ money…” and he 
intends to spend funds only on the 
most environmentally, cost-conscious 
methods. Within the last decade, school 
lighting has been changed to lower 
fluorescent bulbs (32 watts), and the 
outside floodlights have been exchanged 
for 400 watt bulbs, making up twenty 
percent of the school’s electric savings. 
Heating and air controls have been 
switched to digital technology and the 
old boilers have been upgraded to newer 
‘condensing’ boilers. The school has 
even refrained from watering the athletic 
fields as often—at most twice a week—
because of the recent increase in rainfall 
this summer. It seems that the school is 
on the right path.
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     Cancer. It is a horrible disease that 
has directly or indirectly affected us all. 
Yes, it’s true that many of us has not had 
to fight this horrible ailment but we all 
probably can think of a few people who 
have been affected. Constantly we hear 
about the search for a cure; the miracle 
drug that will save us a loved one from 
the physical pain or more selfishly, 
the heartache that affects the victims 

surviving family and friends. This cure 
will only continue to be researched 
in part, as long as pharmaceutical 
companies have incentive. With 
President Obama’s health care plan, this 
incentive is likely to be lost. America’s 
citizens will be affected in a way that we 
haven’t even imagined.
     With the proposed health care plan, 
government regulation will control 
everything in the health care sector. 
Pharmaceutical profits will be slashed 
as pressure from government programs 
like Medicare and Medicaid continue 
to lobby against high prescription 
drug costs. This in turn will keep 
large pharmaceutical companies from 
making a profit. Keep in mind the 

You might be wondering, “How does 
this affect me? Why can’t I see any of 
these saving benefits?” The truth is that 
you will … but it might take some time. 
When enough money is saved because 
of new energy efficient techniques it can 
be put back into the school system. The 
money could be used to fund classroom 
projects and after school activities, 
helping to contribute to your educational 
experience. 

The steps are easy, and we all must 
take responsibility for our daily actions. 
Twenty percent of Americans attend 
school every day, and the things we do 
now could help to change the saving 
standards for the upcoming generations. 
The school is working hard to give us 
promising futures. 

How are you contributing?
 

Perils of new health care plan 
Your costs may increase if the bill passes 
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cost of development for one new drug 
is around $897 million dollars, as 
reported by kaisernetwork.org. That is 
almost a billion dollars, spent on one 
drug. Obviously these costs have to 
be recouped, hence the reason for the 
sometimes lofty cost of prescription 
drugs. Often it is easy to forget that 
pharmaceutical companies are, in 
fact, businesses. With dwindling 
profits, there is no financial motive for 
pharmaceutical companies to continue 
to research drugs that could cure the 
deadly diseases that have affected all of 
us indiscriminately. 
     Although we live in Speedway, 
we are virtually a small town in the 
middle of the large city of Indianapolis. 
It is easy to forget that in the heart of 
downtown lies the Eli Lilly plant. This 
company has developed many of the 
most recent, popular, and necessary 
pharmaceutical drugs on the market 
today. Considering the high number 
of people employed at Lilly, it is easy 
to assume that if Lilly ever moved 
locations or even quit production of 
pharmaceuticals, it would impact the 
economy of Indianapolis in a very 
negative way, possibly even devastating 
it. Pictures of Flint, Michigan after the 
GMC plant closing flood the mind.
     Hypothetically, if the bill passes, a lot 
of incentives will be lost for Americans 
to live a healthy lifestyle. CNNmoney.
com recently reported there are five 
freedoms that will be lost if the new 
health care plan passes. One of these is 
the freedom to be rewarded for healthy 
living by paying for your real and 
personal health costs. How is it fair to 

make a healthy, non-smoking taxpayer 
pay for the oxygen tank of a person who 
smokes three packs a day? Shouldn’t 
the smoker have to deal with the 
consequences and responsibility of their 
poor judgment? The “land of the free” is 
about to do a 180. 
     Right now, in America, health 
is one of the most important issues. 
Obesity is rising significantly among 
adults and children; 66% of adults over 
the age of twenty are overweight or 
obese as reported by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. With 
the new bill in place, as proposed, 
maintaining a healthy lifestyle will 
become less important to all citizens. 
As America’s waistline expands, so do 
the expenditures on medical bills and 
procedures.
     It is not true to say that the health 
care system in the U.S. does not need 
reforms. The ways of going about these 
reforms, however, is not trying to make 
an entire nation participate in universal 
health care in the time-span of a year. 
The effects could be, quite frankly, self-
destructive. 

Got an opinion?
The Plugged In staff would like to hear 
what you have to say about anything 
in this issue or any other issue that you 
might have?  Letters to the Editor are 
encouraged and welcomed.  Simply 
bring your letter to a staff member in 
Room 240 during 2nd and 3rd period 
daily.  Or you may submit it online to 
the adviser at DDoehrmann@speedway.
k12.in.us.   Thanks for your input.



No tweeting for teens? 
Surveys reveal just 11% of teens use Twitter
 Teens are always in the know when 
it comes to social networks, so why is it 
that they 
have yet to 
pick up the 
trend of 
tweeting. 
Twitters 
network 
is around 
6 million 
users, and only 1.5 million are 25 years 
of age or younger. Of those 1.5 million 
only 11 percent of them fall into the 12-
17 category. 
      Adolescents use social 
networks for the single purpose of 
communication. As long as a source of 
communication can be found through 
via Facebook, Myspace, IM, and text 
messaging, Twitter does not serve a 
purpose in present technology. 

     Many people use Twitter for more 
professional reasons rather than just 
keeping updated with peers. Twitter 
is not just an enclosed conversation 
and status updates with close friends, 
it’s rather a global conversation with 
meaning.
     Many teens say that Twitter is an 
invasion of there personal and private 
lives. With Twitter being an open 
network, youth are not thrilled that 
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Don’t bust a budget
Eat large and spend little
     I will be writing a column of great 
food deals around Indianapolis. Every 
issue I will be naming a few good meal 
deals. This issue…..
Olive Garden: Unlimited pasta bowls, 
for the price of a single meal you can 

eat as much 
pasta as you 
possibly can. 
The sauces 
are Meat, 
Alfredo, 
Marinara, 

Five Cheese Marinara, new Spinach Al-
fredo, and new Sundried Tomato Parme-
san.  The pastas are Spaghetti, Linguine, 
Whole Wheat Linguine, Fettuccine, 
Penne, Farfalle, and Angel Hair. It costs 
$7.95 for unlimited pasta, but if you 
don’t get the unlimited pasta bowl, the 
average price is actually around $9. The 
closest Olive Garden from Speedway is 
just past the Super Target on HIGHWAY 
36 in Avon.
Arbys:   For a limited time at Arbys, 
you can buy up to five regular roast beef 
sandwiches for just a dollar a sandwich. 
Also, for every sandwich you buy, you 
can add a medium fry and a medium 
drink for just a dollar each (limit five).
Subway: Subway always has a few 
good five dollar foot long sandwiches. 
These sandwiches include tuna, meatball 
marinara, oven roasted chicken breast, 
spicy Italian, black forest ham, blt, 
cold cut combo, and the veggie delight. 
These sandwiches are a good deal 
because if you get a foot long that isn’t 
one of these, the average price would be 
around $7.
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parents, teachers, and adults figures can 
know what they are up to with a click 
of a mouse. Twitter exposes your every 
thought to the entire global network; one 
search on Google can bring it up.
     The one thing that is starting to take 
a niche with teens and using Twitter 
is keeping updated with their favorite 
musicians and celebrities. Teens can find 
tour dates and be informed with what 
their favorite celebrities are up to. 

     Celebrities are even admitting that 
their personal lives are being invaded 
by crazy young stalkers, so who knows 
how long celebrities will continue the 
trend of tweeting?   
     The point is Twitter is an adult driven 
social network that teens aren’t going 
to grasp a hold of. Too many other 
networks are made specifically to fit the 
needs of social techies of our era. 
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Penrod Art Festival 2009
A day for tasty food and even better shopping

Tomorrow is the date of this year’s Penrod Art Fair. Located 
on the grounds of the Indianapolis Museum or Art (IMA), 
this year’s fair will be filled with tens of local artists and 
entertainment for the whole family.

 This fair is considered one of the biggest art fairs in the 
United States. This year will feature over 300 artists, more than 
60 arts related non-profit organizations, and a children’s area 
for the kids to enjoy.

 Ticket prices start at $12 for advanced sale and at the door 
its $15 for adults, but kids 10 and under get in free. Tickets can 
be purchased at participating Marsh Supermarkets, National 
Bank of Indianapolis locations, Hubbard & Cravens, the 
Indianapolis Museum of Art, and Borders Bookstores.

  The Penrod Art fair will be celebrating its 43rd year of 
presenting Indiana artists to the public in a festive atmosphere.

 The Pedal and Park program allows you to ride your bicycle 
to Penrod and then park your ride at the corral along the 
Central Canal Towpath on west Michigan Road and they will 

watch your bike while 
your shop. This is a fun 
way to support the local 
artist and go green at 
the same time.

 The kids will be 
entertained by the many booths and performances aimed to 
satisfy them. Performances on the WFYI stage will be Express 
Kids, Young Magicians, Melchior Marionettes, and Rhythm 
Fun with Bill Bailey. 

Parking options are also important because you’ll need 
to be able to transport all of your purchases easily. Parking 
is available on the IMA grounds for $25, but free parking 
and shuttle rides are offered from many of the surrounding 
buildings.

 The best part of any fair is the food and this year’s Penrod 
is boasting over 35 food vendors from around Indianapolis. 

Vicki 
Judge
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than half of our school being white, 
do you think that qualifies us as being 
diverse? I interviewed five different 

Exploring diversity
Viewpoints as varied as population

Jasmin Sein
grade 12

“No ... I feel that I look 
different than most the students 
at SHS.”

seniors and a few other students, all 
coming from very different ethnic 
backgrounds.  Here are some of their 
opinions...  

Do you feel SHS is 
diverse? Why?

Anthony Halbert
grade 11

“Yes, it’s a very small school 
so for its size it is diverse, but 
say if we were a 5A school, we 
wouldn’t be.” 

Has our school become 
more diverse since 
your freshman year?

Ben
Hernandez
grade 12

“I think it has gone up and 
down.  Last year there weren’t 
as many ethnic people as my 
freshman and sophomore years, 
but this year, I feel like there 
are more ethnic people.”

In the mood for 
some pizza?
Check out Jockamo on 
the way to the next game
     Were you looking for something 
to eat to last week’s football game 
at Beech Grove?  Well, the next 
time you have to visit Beech Grove, 
Scecina, or another school on the 
near east side, it might be worth 
visiting Jockamo, located on east 
Washington Street.
    Located in Irvington, home of 
the Irving theater and lots of quaint 
shops that might attract more than 
the casual shopper, Jockamo’s 
signature upper crust pizza packs 
them in virtually every night.   Had 
you arrived after 6 on Friday, there 
would’ve been a wait for seating 
either inside or outside on the cov-
ered patio.   Either way, the wait is 
definitely worth it.  
    You also don’t have to order much 
pizza to fill up fast.  If you’re with 
your friends and you want some 
breadsticks to chow on before the 
pizza arrives, you’ve got lots of tasty 
sauces to choose from.  There are 
also 25 signature pizzas to choose 
from.   Check out Jockamo.



Have you ever actually tried to write 
down your top movies? I thought it’d 
be easy, but I was wrong. The process 
is actually really hard. I have so many 
favorite movies, (ask my friends. I 
always say “Oh this is the best part. Or 
the best movie”) but I managed. Here 
it is. If you want to have your list put 
in the newspaper, talk to me and I can 
work that out.  Enjoy : )

1.  Monty Python and the Holy 
Grail.  I love this movie. It’s so funny 
and even though I’ve watched it like a 
trillion times, (no exaggeration there) I 
still laugh so hard.

2.  Forrest Gump
3.  Star Wars (ALL!)
4.  Indiana Jones and the Last 

Crusade (Harrison Ford + Sean 
Connery…duh.)

5.  The Shining
6.  The Dark Knight
7.  Secret Window
8.  Superbad.   I really only watch it 

for McLovin’ and the dance in the very 
beginning with Jonah Hill and Michael 
Cera.    

9.  The Hangover
10. Mean Girls

Want some coverage?
     The entertainment staff is always 
looking for tips about new bands, new 
music and other fun stuff.   Drop your 
ideas off in Room 240 during 2nd and 
3rd periods.
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     With today’s technology, there are 
so many ways to stay busy. Students 
are worried about their cell phones and 
iPods. PSPs, laptops, and Nintendo DSs 
have also become popular handheld 
games. Teenagers are incessantly listen-
ing to music and texting each other. 
     We are always in constant commu-
nication with someone else. I can’t help 

but wonder what would happen if there 
were no iPods or cell phones. I asked 
around to see if anyone would be willing 
to give up their cell phone and iPod for 
seven days. You’d be surprised to learn 
how many people didn’t want to part 
with their beloved phone. 
     Instead of asking more people, I 
decided to pressure my brother Jon into World, the Empire State Building, and 

the White House. The South Tower 
collapsed at 9:59. A United Airlines 
Flight 93, with 40 passengers and 
crew, learned of the attacks and tried 
to over take the hijackers in the plane. 
In response the hijackers crashed 
the plane into a field in Somerset 
Country Pennsylvania at 10:03. By 
10:28 the North Tower collapsed and 
a rescue recovery team took action. 
Mayor Giuliani evacuated all of lower 
Manhattan by eleven; regrettably, it took 
until 8:30 that evening for George Bush 
to make an announcement.
     That day, Speedway students who 
are now seniors were headed to what 
we thought would be an ordinary day 
in fourth grade. Little did we know that 
we would remember every detail of 
that day. Talking to fellow peers, most 
elementary schools watched the news 
all day, knowing something important 
happened, yet we were too young to 
fully understand. Wheeler students 
weren’t allowed to have recess in 
fear something else might happen. 
Many students were taken out 
of school, including one Newby 
Elementary boy whose mom was 
a flight attendant on the United 
Airlines Flight 93, which crashed 
in Pennsylvania. She made sure 
that in her last minutes she called 
her husband and told him she loved 
him and her children. The families 
that day never thought it would 
be the last time they talked or saw 
their loved ones.
     Of the 17,400 people in the 
North and South Towers of the 
World Trade Centers, only 15,000 
people evacuated safely. There 
were 3,000 fatalities making 
September 11, 2001 the largest 
loss of life from a hostile attack 
by a foreign subject on American 

soil. That day was also the largest loss 
of emergency responders in a single 
event in the United States as the Fire 
Department of New York City lost 343 
members, NYPD lost 23, and the PAPD 
lost 37.
    With all that were lost, the least the 
country could do is remember. Various 
memorial sites have popped up all 
around the states to remember this 
tragedy.  A memorial was permanently 
opened at the Pentagon in September 
2008 and a permanent Flight 93 
memorial will open in 2011 in Somerset 
County. One of the larger memorials, 
the National September 11 Memorial 
& Museum at the World Trade Center, 
is being placed in lower Manhattan. A 
preview site is set to open today.
     The memorial is to honor the near 
3,000 people who died on September 
11, 2001 and February 26, 1993, when 
another bomb went off in the one of 
the World Trade Center buildings. The 
memorial architect Michael Arad and 

landscape architect Peter Walker were 
selected from a design competition that 
5,200 people from 63 nations entered.
     An eight-acre landscape is filled with 
nearly 400 trees, creating a place away 
from the city. The main focuses of the 
memorial are two one acre size pools 
that are in place of the Twin Towers that 
once stood. They include the largest 
man made waterfalls in the country that 
shower down the walls of the pools. 
The names of the individuals that were 
killed are inscribed on bronze parapets 
around the edge of the pools. The names 
are stencil-cut into the parapets to allow 
visitors to see the water falling through 
the names. At night, light will shine up 
through each stenciled letter. The names 
will be grouped according to what 
building, plane, or floor the person was 
on. It will allow for family members, 
friends, co-workers, and colleagues 
to have their names side by side the 
way they lived and died to honor their 
journey of life. 

Two beams of light represent the Twin Towers in the New York skyline after September 11.  
Picture found on Google Images

A day that we will never ever forget
Americans honor those who fell eight years ago today

continued from page one

What can’t you live without in your life?
Could you survive minus your iPod and your iPhone?

Katie  
Marlott
Plugged In
Entertainment
Writer

abandoning his phone. Last June, he 
received a grand total of 7800 text mes-
sages! The boy couldn’t leave the house 
unless his phone was nearby. 
     But if his cell phone wasn’t at his 
ear, then the iPod was. Each night he 
slept while the music on his iPod was 
still playing. His alarm clock came from 
phone calls at 6:30 in the morning. Jon 
was plugged in twenty-four hours a day! 
For this experiment, he surrendered both 
his iPod and cell phone from August 
18th to the 25th. 
     After three days, his inbox was 
completely full. And Jon was already 
begging to get back to his calls. He 
missed fourteen phone calls on his cell, 

but only one person bothered to call our 
home number. The iPod didn’t leave 
the charger during the test period. He 
seemed to start off really well. 
     By the fourth and fifth day, Jon 
finished all of his homework and learned 
to be more resourceful. Although he 
couldn’t text, he adapted to calling peo-
ple on the land line. Even then, the calls 
were short. Jon spent more time riding 
his bike and practicing soccer instead of 
worrying about his social life. 
     On the seventh day, he had adjusted 
to chatting with people on the Internet, 
finishing his homework, and even play-
ing outside more often. Every time he 
wanted to listen to music, he turned on a 

cd or the radio instead of stressing about 
buying the latest songs on iTunes. 
     When the week was finished, I could 
tell he was ready to get his iPod and cell 
phone back. But he didn’t confront me 
and demand them. In fact, I could’ve 
sworn he had forgotten about them 
entirely. It wasn’t until later that I placed 
them in his hands and he thanked me.
     Cell phones and iPods are not always 
a necessity, and while some may find it 
difficult to relinquish, there are multiple 
alternatives. Technology has affected a 
substantial amount of our lives. Many 
students are clearly in need of a detach-
ment from their cell phones. 

Rachael 
Heffner
Plugged In
Entertainment 
Writer

Best ever movies
These are mine but do you 
agree or disagree with me?



Where will Marvin go? 
Future Hall of Famer is currently unemployed
 Peyton takes the snap, looks 
left, fakes right, airs it out down the 
middle intended for Marvin Harrison...
TOUCHDOWN! What a catch! What a 
catch!

 This call by Bob Lamey is like 
music to the ears of Colts fans and 
has been going on for as long as I can 
remember. But the 2009-10 season 
proves to be different. Marvin is no 
longer a Colt as he was released earlier 
this year due to lack of salary cap space. 
 In 2009, he was scheduled to make 
$9 million and hold $13 million against 

the cap, which isn’t bad if you are a 
primetime receiver. But let’s face it, 
Marvin turned 37 in August and isn’t 
exactly the deep threat he once was. 
Harrison has been with the Colts since 

1996, breaking several records on the 
way. He holds almost every receiving 
record in Colts history. Some of his 
records include: most pass receptions 
in a season (143 in 2002), most seasons 
with 50 or more pass receptions (11, 
‘96-’06), and most games with 100 
or more yards receiving in a season 
(1999). Not to mention the fact that he 
and Manning hold the record for most 
receptions between a quarterback and a 
wide receiver with 965.                     
 So, Harrison is a sure-fire Hall of 
Fame candidate with eight Pro Bowl 
selections and a Super Bowl under 
his belt, but the question is why won’t 
an NFL team pick him up? Sure he is 
getting old, and was out for most of 
the year in 2007, and didn’t have his 
“Marvin-like-numbers” in 2008, but still 
he is a vet. He has veteran like qualities 
and is known for his hard work with 
Peyton before the games. 
And there are definitely some teams in 
the NFL that need leadership qualities 
at the wide receiver position. He could 
always try out for those second tier 
teams such as the Raiders and Browns 
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that are looking for 
a veteran at receiver. 
With the loss of Donte 
Stallworth, Cleveland 
may be a good fit for 
him. 
 How about the 
thought of Harrison 
catching a pass from the 
younger, Eli Manning? 
The Giants are in need 
of a veteran presence 
after releasing Plaxico 
Burress and losing 
Amani Toomer to free 
agency. Philadelphia 
would be another 
option. It would be the 
perfect fit. Philly is 
his hometown and the 
quarterback is Donovan 
McNabb whom he 
played with for three 
years at the University 
of Syracuse. But even 
with these facts at hand, 
nobody has signed him.
 It is hard to believe 
that a team would not 
take a receiver with the kind of numbers 
that man produced. Marvin Harrison 
is second behind Jerry Rice with 1,102 
career receptions and has over 14,500 
yards and 128 touchdowns. He is one 
of the best receivers all time, but is not 
even being offered the league minimum 
$860,000 for veterans with ten or more 
years of experience.
 Harrison may not be able to produce 
the caliber of numbers that he did with 
Indianapolis, but he could be a stable 

   Tonight’s varsity football matchup 
between Speedway and Ritter has grown 
into such a big rivalry that a trophy has 
been created:  the Westside Super Bowl 
Trophy.  The Sparkplugs can clinch the 
most wins for this decade in the rivalry 
with a victory over the Raiders tonight. 
      Speedway and Ritter have played 
football games for many years but in 
this decade of games, these could be 
some of the most exciting and best ones 
played. And now since Speedway has 
a chance to meet Ritter twice this year, 
once in regular season and possibly in 
the new 2A sectional that also includes 
defending state champion Heritage 
Christian, 2009 will be the deciding year 
to see who takes the most wins. 
      If they do meet in the sectional, 
it will be the first time in history that 
Speedway has met twice with the Ritter 
Raiders in 
one season 
and in the 
tournament.  
And next 
year, the 
rivalry will 
grow in another way.   Speedway and 
Ritter since they will become conference 
rivals next year and will be playing 
for two titles instead of one. This year 
though the rivalry will most likely be 
taken personally for the Speedway 
seniors. They have not yet earned a 
victory against Ritter. 
       One storyline in the rivalry features 
Ritter assistant coach Zach Dennis.   

Jared 
Nelis
Plugged 
In
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A LOCK TO MAKE THE HALL OF FAME. Former Colt Marvin 
Harrison breaks away from the Jacksonville for a big gain last fall.   
Photo used with permission, courtesy of the Indianapolis Colts. 

player for someone. Tony Dungy said 
it himself, “Yeah, Marvin can play 
the game; Marvin can get open and 
catch the ball. Marvin’s whole thing 
is precision. And he’s the guy that 
needs work in a system, you know. I 
think he definitely can play.” Maybe it 
is just time to hang it up, though. He 
had 13 outstanding seasons with the 
Indianapolis Colts and that is how he 
should be remembered.

 

Intense rivalry continues
Decade of battles renewed tonight

Currently a science teacher at Ritter, 
Dennis played for Speedway as an 
offensive right tackle from 2000 to 2004 
and was an Indiana All Star. 
     “The rivalry was a big deal for me as 
a player at Speedway,” Dennis stated. 
“Going to my senior year we had won 
two years in a row and I remember that 
the feeling was that you do not want 
to be the senior class that loses the 
Westside Super Bowl trophy.”  
      Dennis is somewhat lucky too 
because he gets to experience the rivalry 
from Ritter’s point of view. “The rivalry 
is a very big deal over here at Ritter,” 
Dennis noted.  “We are fired up to 
practice and play every week, but there 
is something a little different in the air 
when week four rolls around.”   
     Starting out the decade, the first 
game was unfortunately won by the 
Ritter Raiders, but the Sparkplugs came 
back strong with five consecutive years 
of victories. The last three years though 
haven’t been has successful. One of the 
most memorable games played was in 
the 2007 season, Speedway held the 
lead for nearly the entire game, but 
when Ritter had their last possession of 
the game, they capitalized by scoring a 
touchdown to win the game, 28-27. 
     Whether or not Speedway has a 
victory or a loss it’s always great to 
watch the rivalry of Speedway vs. Ritter 
and the rivalry can only become stronger 
over years especially now with both 
teams in Class 2A.    

Kevin 
Eggert
Plugged In
Sports 
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Can’t start better than that
Boys soccer opens on unbeaten tear

HEADING UPFIELD.  Senior Jake Daghe 
dribbles past his Cascade opponent.  Photo 
courtesy of  Anthony Watts and the Champion.

     Entering this week’s road games 
with Scecina and Covenant Chris-
tian, the varsity boys soccer team 
had ripped off seven straight victo-
ries to open the 2009 fall season.
     Due to deadlines, the results from 
this week’s matches were unavail-
able but regardless, the team returns 
home next week for a game that 
would possibly move the team’s win 
tally into double digits.
     On Tuesday, the team continues 
its stranglehold on WCC competi-
tion as the Plugs host North Putnam.    
For the seniors, winning the WCC 
title has been an annual tradition 
they hope to continue.   
     After Tuesday’s game, the boys 
have just one home game remain-
ing.  Monrovia visits our campus on 
Monday October 5th in the WCC 
finale.   



Will the Gators win it all again?
Preview of 2009 College Football matchups 

It’s finally here, the college football season. Fall is just 
around the corner when the first few games are played. This year 
offers to be a special one though. While Tim Tebow tries for a 

second Heisman Trophy and the 
Florida “Gators” defend their 
National Championship, there are 
22 brand new coaches as well as 
seasoned coaches just waiting for 
just the slightest slip-up.  

Arguably one of college 
football’s biggest rivalries, Texas 

and Oklahoma just got a bit bigger. Oklahoma collected three 
big prizes last year with Heisman Trophy winner Sam Bradford, 
the Big 12 title, and a spot in the National Championship where 
they lost to Florida. Another big story is independent Notre 
Dame’s head coach Charlie Weis on the hot seat after a 10-15 
record the past two seasons. The referendum is win or go home.

THE University of Notre Dame opened its season at 
home on September 5th with a convincing shut-out of Nevada. 
According to SouthernCollegeSports.com, Notre Dame 
is projected to go 10-2 and make a run for the National 
Championship. Sadly with two of the state’s most celebrated 
colleges, Indiana University and Purdue University projected to 
have only a handful of wins combined,  the Old Oaken Bucket 
seems to be more of a must win than ever before. 
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FROM CHATARD TO PURDUE.  Chatard graduate 
Joe Holland hopes to contribute greatly to first year coach 
Danny Hope’s Boilermaker squad.  Photo courtesy of Pur-
due University Sports Information.

     For a baseball fan, August through 
October are the best and most exciting 
months of the year. If you’re not too fond 
of baseball, you may be asking how can 
baseball be so exciting? To me there is a 
deeper meaning than just hitting a walk-
off home run to win a crucial playoff game. 
     It’s about the sprint to the finish of a grueling 162 game marathon. 
It’s about all the players who persisted through minor injures 
accumulated over the eight month season, just so they can get that 
rare chance at winning the Fall Classic. As summer comes to a close, 
they all dig deeper than any other time during the year. All of the 
winter conditioning starts to pay off and the top dollar superstars earn 
their multi-million dollar salaries. So I am here to give you a little 
insight into each of baseball’s division and wild-card races.
American League
AL East  -  This division is considered to be the best in baseball 
considering that three of its five teams are projected to win around 
90 games. Out of these three teams (New York Yankees, Boston Red 
Sox, and the Tampa Bay Rays) only two can make the playoffs. This 
is because of MLB’s playoff system where the three division winners and only one 
non-division winner with the best record will advance to the post-season. 
     After a four game sweep of the Red Sox and taking two of three in a more 
recent series, Derek Jeter and the Yankees have taken a commanding lead in the 
AL East and currently hold the best record in all of baseball. But with this in mind 
the Yankees and Sox face off for a three game series in New York at the end of 
September. But let’s not forget the Tampa Bay Rays, with Carlos Pena, the AL 
leader in home runs and the soon-to-be 24 year old Evan Longoria. The Rays and 
Red Sox play six times in September while the Rays and Yankees play only four 
times in September. 
AL Central  -  In one of the weakest divisions in the American League, this division 
race appears to have narrowed down to just three teams. With the Detroit Tigers 
leading the way, the Chicago White Sox and Minnesota Twins are up the creek 
without a paddle. With all these teams either at or hovering around the .500 mark, 
there is no chance for the loser of this race to earn a wild-card berth. With the trade 
deadline acquisition of Jake Peavy, who may or may not play with a bad elbow and 

FROM LN TO IU.  Lawrence North graduate Will 
Patterson hopes to help build the swagger on the 
defensive side of the ball for Coach Bill Lynch’s 
Hoosiers.  Photo courtesy IU Athletics. 
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St. Louis Cardinals Albert Pujols exchanges comments with NASCAR driver Kenny Wallace seated above the 
Cardinals dugout during a game against the Milwaukee Brewers at Busch Stadium in St. Louis on Tuesday 
September 1st, 2009.   (Chris Lee/St.Louis Post-Dispatch/MCT)

Pujols powers Cards
As summer winds down, 
playoff races heat up

claiming Alex Rios off waivers, the White Sox appeared prepared to overtake the 
Tigers on top of this division. But after a recent sweep by the Yankees and losing 
two of three in Boston, the White Sox have instead appeared to drop out of the race.  
AL West  -  Looking for their third consecutive division title, the Los Angeles 
Angels of Anaheim are still in the lead for the AL West. The hard charging Texas 
Rangers are the only team in this division who can contend for the title. With 
Texas currently holding the second place in the wild-card, these Rangers are more 
concerned with that race.
AL Wild Card  -  Without a collapse from the division leaders, look for the wild-
card race to be a battle of three teams. With the Red Sox, Rangers, and the defending 
American League Champion Rays, all within five games of one another, look for 
this to be an intriguing fight down the stretch in September. 

See NATIONAL LEAGUE on page eight



Learning lessons for life
Veteran coach offers squad more than just wins

Every Friday night in the fall, 
students and parents of the Speedway 
community pack their way into the 
stands at Johnson Field in hopes to see 
Coach Denny Pelley’s team’s latest 
victory. Pelley, who holds the state’s 
sixth best football coaching record, 
has earned over 158 wins guiding 
Speedway’s football program. Working 
over twenty years as head coach for 
Speedway, he has become a symbol in 
every young football player’s life.

Pelley began working as a head 
football coach at Mooresville High 
School in 1975. His coaching career 

there lasted fourteen years, earning 
himself a spot in the Mooresville Hall of 
Fame. The prestigious honor has been 
awarded to only about twenty people in 
its history. 

In 1989, Pelley was hired by his 
alma mater as the head coach. Steve 
Wray, who had previously coached 
against Pelley’s Pioneers at Plainfield 
High School, was also appointed to the 
coaching staff at Speedway. The two, as 
well as Dan Masariu, have helped lead 
the Sparkplugs to numerous victories 
over the last two decades. Ten of the 
coaches who have at some point in time 
coached with Pelley played for him 
during their high school years.

Over the years, 
Pelley has also 
participated in coaching 
baseball and golf.  
Coaching other sports 
helped him learn the 
success to winning. With 
Friday’s victory over 
Beech Grove, his overall 
football record stands 
at 253-116, making 
his winning average 
near seventy percent. 
According to Pelley, the 
season isn’t about wins 
and losses. It’s about 
letting his players have 
fun. At the same time, he 
hopes they can walk off 
the field having learned 
lessons for life. 

“He teaches them 
respect, not just on 
the field, but in life in 
general,” said defensive 
coordinator Damon 
Hummel. He has 
coached with Pelley for nine seasons 
now and says that Pelley teaches 
motivation.  Hummel feels like it 
has been a great experience working 
alongside him. From the stands, Pelley 
seems animated and upbeat. On the 
sidelines, he helps teach sportsmanship 
and hard work. 

“It’s the players who work hard on 
the field and still gain no notoriety who 
make it all worthwhile,” Pelley pointed 
out. “It’s the Evan Statons, who come 
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continued from page seven
NL East  -  This once tight division battle, now broken wide open, is being lead by 
a familiar face. The defending World Series champion Philadelphia Phillies look to 
defend their title. The Phillies have made their chances of repeating a lot greater by 
acquiring last years AL Cy Young Winner Cliff Lee at the trade deadline. This move 
has bolstered their already good pitching rotation and I look for Philly to be playing 
again in October by holding off both the Atlanta Braves and Florida Marlins. 
NL Central  -  After a century’s worth of disappointment, I look for the Chicago 
Cubs to disappoint their fans yet again. All the pieces appear to be falling into place 
for the NL Central leading St. Louis Cardinals after making several changes at the 
deadline; including Matt Holiday, Mark DeRosa, and Julio Lugo. (stltoday.com) 
And with a healthy Chris Carpenter and Adam Wainwright, who became the first 
pitcher in the NL to win 16 games, I believe that “The Machine” and the Cardinals 
are poised to make a deep run into the playoffs. 
NL West  -  This race is considered to be the best in the National League. The Los 
Angeles Dodgers, who got off to a scorching hot start, have cooled off tremendously 
allowing both the Colorado Rockies and the San Francisco Giants to inch their 
way back into the mix. According to mlb.com, the Rockies, who were 15.5 games 
back on June 3rd, have made a great comeback to come within two games as of 
May 25th. But the Dodgers took two out of three in a recent series and have now 
extended their lead again. 
NL Wild Card  - As the saying goes, “Anything can happen.” This is especially 
true in the NL wild-card race. Four teams look to earn a spot in October through 
the wild-card as the Cubs drop out of contention. The Rockies, Giants, Braves, and 
Marlins are all within six games of one another. This race has recently tightened up 
when the Giants swept a three game series over the Rockies. I expect this to be a 
close finish as we near October.

PELLEY POWER.  Coach Denny Pelley’s steady hands have helped guide the Sparkplug football program to 
huge success during the last twenty football seasons.  Photo by Kate Large.

ready to play and don’t waste time 
talking trash on the field.” 

Under Pelley’s instruction, the Plugs 
have started the season on a positive 3-0 
note. Though the rival Ritter Raiders 
have been moved to class 2A with 
the Sparkplugs, Pelley is not fazed. 
The Plugs play the Raiders in their 
regular season game tonight at Marian 
University. After three years of bad 
luck, the Plugs hope to break their small 
streak and beat their rivals.

     No matter whether the Sparkplugs 
finish the season as State Champions 
or end their season early in Sectionals, 
the players will have the opportunity 
to learn from Pelley’s wisdom as so 
many past players have. Pelley gives 
his players a chance to transform into 
responsible adults throughout their 
time in high school. By the time they 
graduate, they will have been given 
important tools to succeed in life.

National League dominance
But will its winner match up to the Yankees?

Votes have been counted
Students vote on their favorite sports
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     I surveyed students here at Speedway to learn about 
students and their sports interests.   I learned what sports 
keep the majority of students interested the most, which 
sporting events most students will attend the most, what 
some students thought was the best sports team, and I 
also learned what students like the least.  78 students 
successfully completed the poll.   Here are the results ...

41% of students surveyed felt that football at Speedway was 
the sport that kept them more interested.   Basketball and 
soccer were next, tied at 15% each. 

65%The percentage of students that indicated they would go to 
a football game the most.  Basketball was a distant second 
at 17% and no other sport got double digits in votes.

54% of students surveyed felt that the Speedway football team 
is the best athletic team at the high school.  The soccer 
teams merited 22% of the votes.

37%The percentage of students that considered baseball to be 
their LEAST FAVORITE sport.  Even though the soc-
cer teams have been successful, that doesn’t mean it’s a 
popular fan sport.  Soccer was the least favorite of 31% of 
the students surveyed.


