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Behind the Scenes with Nathan Brown
An inside look at the life and career of the IndyStar’s Motorsports Reporter

Henry Donahue • Plugged In Reporter

Nathan Brown

        Since the Indianapolis 500 is a mere nine days away, I wanted to 
interview someone with close ties to the 500, the track, and IndyCar 
as a whole, and who better to interview than the one man in the city 
that has half  of  “16th and Georgetown” on speed dial.
     Nathan Brown is the Indianapolis Star Motorsports Reporter, 
and is one of  the few full-time IndyCar beat writers in the United 
States. He’s the expert on all things racing for over 100 newspapers 
across the nation as part of  the Gannett newspaper chain. His ar-
ticles have been published everywhere from Detroit to Des Moines. 
But who is the man behind these awards and achievements? That’s 
what I wanted to know.
     Let’s start with the basics. Brown attended the Indiana University 
School of  Journalism, and then started his professional journalism 
career, as well as his tenure with Gannett (the owner of  the India-
napolis Star) at The Desert Sun in Palm Springs, California.  Brown 
started as a high school sports reporter, but he also covered many 
other athletic events that took place throughout Southern California 
and the Coachella Valley, especially golf  and tennis. 
     “We had a couple of  different professional sporting events, 
whether it be PGA or LPGA tournaments, the WTA, the ATP se-
ries, or the BNP Paribas Open,” Brown stated. “Those events were a 
big part of  our coverage.”
     It was at The Desert Sun that Brown met his wife Daniela. “She 
was also on staff, and was editor outside of  the sports desk,” said 
Brown.  They moved to New Jersey, and married soon after. “She 
took a job in New York City as a writer for a startup newsletter or-
ganization,” Brown reflected. He decided to eschew a full-time job, 
and go the freelance route instead.
      “I was doing a bunch of  different things,” said Brown. “I was 
writing freelance for whatever assignments I could get my hands on; 
a lot of  college basketball, some NHL, things like that. I was also a 
part time writer for Minor League Baseball, writing game summaries 
for their website.”
     After a year of  freelancing, Brown wanted a full time job, so he 
took a general assignment job with The New Orleans Advocate, 
while his wife stayed in the Big Apple. He detailed his many respon-
sibilities while at The Advocate.
     “We had a ton of  freelancers, and only one or two full time 
writers,” said Brown.  “On a Friday night, we might have 12 to 15 
football games in the New Orleans area, and I’d be making assign-

ments for folks while also doing a bunch of  writing on my own,” 
Brown noted. “I was also the NBA beat writer for the Pelicans. I 
did that part time until the Pelicans got the number one pick in that 
summer’s draft, which is when they selected Zion Williamson, so 
‘Zion Watch’ instantly became a full time job on top of  my other full 
time job that I had covering high school sports.”
     After ten months, Nathan and Daniela started looking for jobs 
near each other. “She was applying for things in New Orleans, I was 
applying for things back in New York, we were both applying for 
things elsewhere.” Brown stated. They finally found jobs here, and 
after almost a year of  living apart, they reunited. Nathan took the 
Motorsports Reporter gig, and Daniela works down the hall, as the 
Equity and Education Editor.
     What exactly does Nathan do? He gave me a basic overview of  
his duties. “I travel to all of  the races, so that’s about 16 to 17 races a 
year,” Brown explained. “IndyCar races are typically about three day 
events, so you’ve got practice on Friday, practice and qualifying on 
Saturday, and races on Sunday.” 
     “I’m on site from Friday to Sunday covering everything going 
on on the track, along with a bunch of  different interview sessions, 
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The 500 Regiment marches on...
The music department’s summer plans gear up

Features

Jayden Abney-Seymour •  Plugged In Reporter

     The school year may be nearly be over, but the schedule 
just gets busier and busier for students involved with the music 
department. It also gets busier for the Director Amy Mohl.“I 
have to have the music ready, a good staff  hired and ready to 
go, and a schedule set,” observed Mohl.  “I will also need to 
set up plenty of  fundraisers.”
     Why?  The marching band has been raising money to pay 
for new uniforms and flags, and the group needs to raise 
$33,000 for the summer. So, what is the theme for the summer 
show this year? “Photo Finish: The Greatest Spectacle,” said 
Mrs. Mohl. This will be the first time Speedway has performed 
a show completely written for them.  In previous years, Mrs. 
Mohl and a crew would write the show, but this year, they part-
nered with IMS to commission the show.
     Speaking of  performing, the band and color guard will be 
performing at the 500 Festival Parade this year. The 500 Regi-
ment started practicing about two weeks ago., and its members 
are building up their conditioning for race day, when they will 
march to and from the track.  While at IMS, they will take at 
least one lap before returning to the high school. They will also 
get to mach out with the thrope for the 500 race. MARCHING IN THE STREETS: The Speedway 500 Regiment marches on Winton 

Avenue, just a few blocks from the high school.  Photo courtesy Speedway 500 Regiment.

What summer opportunities might await students?
Ruth Bayode •  Plugged In Reporter

     There are many summer employment opportunities for 
Speedway students. Sky Zone, Lowe’s, Jimmy John’s, and Indy 
Parks are just a few of  the employers listed on the Guidance 
Department website. There are other opportunities available, 
but keep in mind that there are age restrictions for certain 
employers and positions.
     Additionally, there are several summer camps available 
across the state. The American Legion offers two summer 
camps at Trine University in Angola, about an hour north of  
Fort Wayne. Hoosier Boys State and Hoosier Girls State offers 
rising seniors the chance to learn about the inner workings of  
our state government. For Speedway students, the camp is paid 
for by American Legion Post 500.

     Finally, for students that are falling behind on their high 
school credits, SHS offers summer school. Check with the 
Guidance office for more information.
     What are programs offered at Speedway to consider 
checking into further?   Speedway Schools offer students the 
opportunity to take classes that help them pinpoint their best 
abilities.  For example, AP classes can offer students a chance 
to earn college credits and reduce costs.  It is an impressive 
asset while applying to college.  It can also increase  a student’s 
chance of  getting a better financial award from a college. 
Be weary, AP classes require a lot of  hard work.
    Area 31 offers programs ranging from EMT training to 
Cosmetology, Auto Mechanics to Radio-TV Broadcasting.  If  
you’ve got a special skill, Area 31 might have the program for 
you.
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either in press conference form, or speak-
ing with folks behind the scenes for official 
interviews.”
     His job also requires a lot of  travel. “IMS 
hosts three races of  the year, so I’m on the 
road for about 70 to 75 days a year, depend-
ing on the schedule,” said Brown.  He covers 
more than just races, as well. “I really try to 
be the expert on everything happening at 
IMS.” Brown said. 
     “Whether it’s the IndyCar Series, or 
NASCAR, or anything else, maybe some of  
the vaccination stuff  that was going on at 
IMS during the pandemic, or a big funeral 
that they might be having for a driver that 
passed away, I’m typically there and covering 
everything that’s going on.”
     Brown talked about how his profession 
can make it hard to keep a good balance be-
tween work and family. “It’s very easy to let 
work take over a pretty hefty chunk of  your 
life, whether it’s your health or your family or friends,” Brown 
stated. 
     “These last couple of  months, raising our new son has been 
a really big eye-opener about finding your priorities in life, and 
making sure that work has its place when it needs to be front 
and center, but also being able to leave a story for another day, 
because those days with a little baby boy go by pretty fast,” ob-
served Brown.  “He just turned four months old a couple days 
ago and it’s pretty wild to think of  how much he’s changed. 
You start to realize that you don’t want to miss too much of  
that time.”
     Towards the end of  the interview, Brown said something 
that really struck me, “I read the IndyStar and Curt Cavin’s mo-
torsports content when I was younger, and I grew up going to 
the 500 with my family, so this place means a lot,” said Brown. 
As he reflected on his childhood here in the Hoosier State, and 

Back Home Again...
A local journalist returns to his roots

how his life had come full circle, I couldn’t help but think of  
a song that all of  us have heard.
     “Back home again in Indiana…
     
     For Nathan Brown, the song that echoes throughout the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway every May has a new mean-
ing, because the dreams of  the moonlight on the Wabash are 
now his reality. “We’ve put down some roots, and we hope 
to stay here for a long time.”
     At the end of  the day, this isn’t just a story about a 
journalist who covers racing. It’s about a Hoosier who has 
returned home to put down roots among the sycamores, and 
Brown is optimistic about the changes that await him in this 
new chapter of  his life. “Both in Indycar and in life, every 
new season never feels close to the previous one.”

continued from page one

INTERVIEWING AN ICON:   Nathan Brown interviews two-time Indy 500 champion Takuma Sato. 
Photo courtesy of  Nathan Brown/The Indianapolis Star
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Summer’s here, now what?
Spring sports coaches share thoughts about the future

     While the end of  the year is slowly approaching, and more 
and more people get excited for summer, I believe it’s safe 
to say that the most exciting part of  this summer will be the 
sports. Watching from a stand at a football or baseball game 
while drinking your favorite drink and eating popcorn is the 
best part of  a sports lover’s summer. 
     Luckily, we still have many sports to choose from to watch 
while in the scorching heat, such favorites like baseball or 
softball, tennis and even golf  may still be going even after 
the school year ends. So we asked the coaches of  each spring 
sports team how they feel about going into the summer, and 
how they think their teams will improve for next year, and their 
responses will leave you hyped for what’s coming next.
     I’m looking forward to all the teams practicing and playing 
this summer or next year, as they all sound like they have some 
astonishing people participating and improving.   Be on the 
lookout for the Speedway Sparkplugs student-athletes.  Good 
luck to the spring teams competing in the state tournament 
series, and good luck graduates of  2022! (including me :))

Boys and Girls Track

Isaac Jinks •  Plugged In Reporter

Head Track Coach Tim Curts

try new training methods that may make the team even better, 
And, as with every good sports program, Curts says they are 
still, “... working on techniques and form that will allow us to 
continuously improve.” 

Baseball Coach
Marcus McCormick

Sectionals: The girls drew an opening round bye for the 2A 
Cascade sectional.   They will play on May 24th against the 
winner of  the Monrovia-Covenant Christian game from May 
23rd.   If  Speedway wins, they will likely play the host Cadets 
on May 25th in the sectional championship game.  Cascade 
was ranked 15th in last week’s 2A poll.
     As for summer work, varsity  coach Kati Snyder has said a 
lot of  great things about her team, and since most of  them will 

Varsity Baseball
Sectionals:  The boys play game 
one of  the 2A Park Tudor sectional 
on Wednesday night.   They will play 
fourth-ranked University at 5 p.m.  The 
boys finish their regular season today 
when they host Crispus Attucks.
     Varsity baseball coach Marcus Mc-
Cormick is a very understanding man, 
as he says that he has a few guys on 
the team that play “travel baseball” in 
the summer, and that a lot of  the team 
members play multiple sports, so he lets them concentrate on 
that. “We ask so much of  our athletes who play multiple sports 
already, so in the baseball program we just want our athletes to 
continue to lift and get stronger during the summer months.”
     Coach Mac also applauded the boys as they have showed a 
lot of  improvement throughout the year, saying the group has 
shown a lot of  “grit” although a lot of  injuries were sustained 
and many players had to improve by playing in positions they 
did not anticipate to be in.

Varsity Softball

Girls Sectional:  Team finished tied for ninth at Pike Sectional 
on Tuesday night.   Senior Kristin Pagach qualified for next 
Tuesday’s Regional at Ben Davis.   She finished sixth in the 
shot put and missed a personal best by one inch.
Boys Sectional:  Team finished 7th at Ben Davis Sectional last 
night. Senior Eli Givens sparkled and advanced out of  the sec-

tional.   He finished 2nd in the 200 
meter dash and 3rd in the 100 me-
ter dash.  He now qualifies for the 
Lawrence Central regional which 
takes place on Thursday night.
     Tim Curts is the head coach 
of  the boys and girls track teams.  
He noted that the team has “...
barely scratched the surface when 
it comes to running with more 
thought” but Curts is excited to 

See SPRING TEAMS on page five
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Spring teams start sectional play
Girls tennis opens sectional journey tonight at BD

play on a travel team, she has stated, 
“we will not be doing any summer 
workouts/practices…during the fall/
winter though, we will be working on 
a lot of  basic fundamentals.”
     The team’s mantra “Better Every-
day.” Synder feels the girls have taken 
this to heart, and also stated that, 
“these girls will have more varsity ex-
perience under their belt, a little more 

confidence, and with our plan to implement more off  season 
work, our team will be fun to watch next season!”

Boys Golf

Softball Coach
Kati Snyder

Sectionals:  The boys participate in the eleven team Crispus 
Attucks Sectional on Monday June 6th.  It takes place at South 
Grove Golf  Course beginning at 9 am.   More information 
about the team’s actual start time will be released on @Spark-
plugSports on Twitter.  

     This year’s team does not include any seniors so coach John 
DalCorobbo.   Coach John Dal Corobbo stated “...there are 
so many minute details in golf, and the team members have 
shown improvement in all areas.” Golf  is a game full of  min-
ute details as it really a game about patience and precision. 
    “If  the current members of  the team stay with it 
over the summer and come to the open practices, they 
will see dramatic improvement from year 1 to year 2.”   

Dan Masariu, 2018 Sparkplug Camden DalCorobbo and head coach John DalCorobbo.

Girls Tennis
Sectionals:  The girls play in the sectional semifinals tonight at 
Ben Davis.   They will play Crispus Attucks.   With a win, they 
will face either Covenant Christian or Ben Davis in the finals 
on Saturday morning.   That match also takes place at Ben 
Davis.   Senior Tiana Sparks is 14-1 this year at #1 singles and 
has defeated all three sectional opponents she faced during the 
regular season. 
      While the team will conclude the season in the next few 
days, according to Baker, “...the tennis program is going to be 
offering open courts for hitting throughout the summer for 
any prospective high school players.” The growth of  the girls 
team this season was incredible,.“We have a large number of  
first time players as well as first time varsity players, and their 
feats such as speed, agility, tennis skills, etc. have allowed us 
great success this season.” With many sophomores and fresh-
men returning next year, Baker and team members are excited.

Continued from page four

Senior Tiana Sparks was 14-1 entering today’s sectional match at Ben Davis.   In three full 
seasons at Speedway, Tiana has been the number one singles player for the Sparkplugs.  


