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Celebrating senior scholarships
The awards start to roll in for students in Class of ‘22
     Two Speedway seniors recently learned they are recipients 
of  full-ride scholarships for next year and beyond.
     Oghenefejiro Angiboro received the QuestBridge Scholar-
ship to attend Haverford College located just outside of  Phila-
delphia in Pennsylvania.   Quest Bridge is a national program 
that connects high-achieving high school seniors ... with full 
four-year scholarships to top colleges.  

     There were 16,500 appli-
cants for this year’s program 
and from those applicants, 
QuestBridge narrowed the list 
to just over 6300 Finalists.  At 
that point, Quest Bridge’s 45 
college partners ‘matched’ with 
1674 finalists, the highest num-
ber of  Match Scholarship Re-
cipients ever for QuestBridge.   
Anigboro was one of  the 1674 
students to receive this award.   

Interestingly, had he not received some unexpected encourage-
ment, Anigboro would never have received the award.
      “I got an email from QuestBridge and at first, I thought 
it was like every other regular scholarship email,” said Anig-
boro.  “I didn’t bother to do it at first.  But then, a couple of  
days into August, I got a text from one of  the Quest Bridge 
representatives named Zahra who encouraged me to apply for 
the scholarship.”
     “I started the application and then lost hope applying 
because it’s a lengthy process and there were some questions 
where I didn’t know how to reply,” recalled Anigboro.  “I 
decided not to continue with it until about a week before it was 
due.   Zahra texted me again and I told her I wasn’t sure what 
to write for the essays.   She encouraged me and told me it was 
win-win situation.”
        On December 3rd, QuestBridge sent a note to Anigboro 
to check his Quest Bridge portal and that’s when he found he 
had been ‘matched.’

     “The achievements of  our Match Scholarship Recipients 
are a culmination of  their hard work and perseverance,” said 
Ana McCullough, Co-Founder and CEO of  QuestBridge.  
“Thanks to the commitment of  our college partners, these 
deserving students can tap into their full potential without 
worrying about the cost of  a great education.”
     Senior Bryanna Bailey learned earlier this week that she was 
one of  nine Marion County high school students to win the 
Lilly Endowment Scholarship.  Bryanna’s award provides full 
tuition and an annual $900 stipend for books.   Each Marion 
County high school may nominate two students.
     “I saw Lilly as the biggest 
scholarship opportunity out 
there,” said Bailey.  “I took a 
chance.   I had to submit four 
essays and then had to wait to 
hear back if  they wanted to 
interview me.”
     “I got the notifications to be 
interviewed and then I waited 
three months from August to 
December to find out that I 
won,” noted Bailey.   “It was 
definitely worth it.   I just re-
cently figured out that I want to do pharmacy and after talking 
to some people in the health care industry, I learned that Butler 
is the place to go.   The tight-knit community reflects Speed-
way and I also like the fact it’s close to home.  As a bonus, 
Butler is also paying half  of  my room and board.”
     The Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship Program 
is designed to help raise the level of  educational attainment 
in Indiana, increase awareness of  the beneficial roles Indiana 
community foundations can play in their communities, and 
encourage efforts of  Lilly Endowment Community Scholars 
to engage with state leaders to improve the quality of  life in 
Indiana.  
      



     When talking to Mr. Day, 
it was clear that he wants to 
be there for students. “There 
were challenges in my home 
life growing up.” recalled 
Day. “When I talked to my 
teachers trying to get help 
and advice, they said that they 
were aware of  the challenges 
in our home. I asked myself, 
‘If  they knew there were 
challenges, why didn’t they 
come help us?’ So my goal 
was to try and be the person who’s willing to come and help a 
student with whatever they need. I want to get involved as best 
as I can and support as many kids as I can.”
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     I’ve been wanting to write an article about a staff  member 
here at SHS, so for the final issue of  the semester, I decided to 
interview Nathan Day. He offered insight into his motivation 
to become a school administrator, his interesting employment 
history, and his experience in Speedway the past few months.
     Let’s start with some background. Day’s first job after 
college was as a teacher in Mishawaka, about twenty minutes 
east of  South Bend. He then decided to make a career change, 
working in the software industry for ten years, but his passion 
for helping students motivated him to reenter the world of  
education. He worked in Hamilton Southeastern schools while 
he pursued his degree in school administration. 
     After receiving his degree, he went on to work at Marion 
High School, then moved on to Franklin Township, Washing-
ton Township, and Warren Township, finally landing here in 
Speedway. He also assisted his sister’s dental practice as their 
business manager for a short time.
     Day certainly has no shortage of  experience in both the 
business and education sectors, but his prior experience as 
a teacher and an administrator has prepared him for his role 
here at Speedway. “I’ve been at several schools, I have a lot of  
things I can bring to the table experience wise.” said Day. 
     He also commented on one of  his main goals as Assistant 
Principal. “Continuous support is a big priority.” noted Day. 
“The transition to high school is a challenge for all kids, espe-
cially freshmen and students that are new to Speedway. There’s 
a different level of  responsibility and speed of  instruction 
throughout the day, and our high rigor and high standard of  
academics can be a challenge.”
     Starting a new job is always a challenge, especially in educa-
tion. “The biggest challenge is just getting to know all the 
individuals as quickly as possible.” attested Day. “When you’re 
in the position I’m in, which primarily deals with challenges 
people are experiencing in their life, the more you know the 
individual and what they’re experiencing, the better you can 
make an informed decision.”
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There’s a book for everyone

     Do you have a favorite book? Many people enjoy books all 
over the place and there are so many different types of  books  
from love, horror, and even some with mystery. 
     For example, the book I am reading right now is called 
Beartown.  It’s a very dramatic and adventure novel about  
hopes that bring a small community together, the secrets that 
tear it apart, and the courage it takes for an individual to go 
against the grain. In this story of  a small forest town, Fredrik 
Backman has found the entire world.
     Some people ask why I like these books and I guess I like 
not knowing what comes next because with books like these 
you never really know what is going to happen and because 
who else doesn’t like a good mystery. What’s a mystery book 
you have read ? And if  you have not  considered reading a 
mystery book,  do you think it would be something you would 
like to read?
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It’s not too late to change
Challenges don’t have to last forever
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      This academic year is nearly over, 
but it’s not too late to begin making 
those changes, like trying to make up for 
grades and missing assessments and even 
reading for the finals. The finals will 
change people’s reading, and habits in 
either a good or bad way. 
     The good way is that some are pre-
pared for the finals and they tend to read 
little to back up that knowledge. The bad 
way is like that of  people like me who 
had to change their sleeping and eat-
ing habits for the sake of  learning. The 
ultimate project in a sense is the finals, 
where I get to present my overall ideas 
and show understanding through a series 
of  questions asked. 
      Challenging is the word I use to 
describe this school semester year and as 
we approach the end of  this semester, 
I am faced with many memories of  this 
past semester, from the first day back to 
school, quizzes, tests and even projects. 
      This school was really vibrant and 
easy in a way when I first arrived after 
summer vacation; however, as I pro-
gressed into the year, the difficult aspects 
became more visible. The projects 
weren’t the difficulty, sometimes it was 
the individuals I was working with. Many 
projects require students to move out-
side of  one’s comfort zone, and to make, 
create, and solve problems together.
      The idea of  working with people I 
am not familiar with creates anxiety and 
some projects call for ultimate coop-

eration or teamwork. Group work has 
been my pet peeve because anytime I 
am assigned to a group I never get to do 
anything and I always get shoved aside. 
I always get judged based on my appear-
ance, in a way my race, and also my ac-
cent (making my self-esteem really low).         
     During group projects, most times 
I just want to be alone or with people 
I am comfortable with. I don’t blame 
teachers who want students to be on 
good terms and relate to each other but 
this doesn’t save me from getting some 
sense of  mockery from my peers. On 
the brighter side, my low self-esteem has 
improved this year, as I was able to stop 
caring about what others thought of  me 
and not let my stressed inner voice eat 
up the best of  me. I worked hard to pick 
myself  up little-by-little through the year. 
     Regardless, I try to stay devoted, 
wide-eyed, hard-working and ready to 
help. I am thankful for  the projects 
because they have taught me how to 
relate my story with that of  others. My 

Music lovers enjoy
Jayden Abney-Seymour
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   What is music?  By definition  it is an 
arrangement of  harmony. But to some 
people, music is a way for them to let 
out what they’re feeling, whether that 

academic status is dignified. In the past 
months, I have stepped back from a lot 
of  my play time to concentrate on work 
as it is the zeal that drives knowledge 
and understanding.
      I’m not going to dwell on my dif-
ficulties and challenges, rather I choose 
to reflect on what those moments have 
helped me become. As I venture into 
this current journey, I need to learn from 
the time and continue to seek a better 
future.

See Messages on Page Six
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Winter sport wonders
Three Speedway athletes share their insights and experiences
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How long have you participated in your sport? 
Do you feel like you’ve improved quite a bit?

Jackson: ”I have been play-
ing basketball since freshman 
year. My skills have been 
stalled at times due to injuries 
like my broken wrist nine 
games into the season last 
year, but I feel that this year I 
have developed my post work 
and look to be a leader on my 
team this season and I believe 
this is the best team we have 
had in a couple of  years.”

Eli: “I’ve been playing basketball for about six years now. I 
feel like I’ve improved tremendously over the years because 
every day that I go out to play or go out to practice, I have a 
mindset of  pushing myself  to get better.”

Hay Kaw: “This is my third year of  wrestling and I feel like 
I’ve improved, but not enough. I know I can do better than 
just improve.” 

How much do you enjoy your sport? Do you plan to do 
something with your sport after high school?

Jackson: “Basketball has been my life. I have been here since 
the little league days and now I am a coach for those kids and 
it’s a really weird feeling knowing that I used to be where they 
are now. After the season ends, that’s it. That will be the last 
time I step on the court with my team, my brothers, in that 
jersey, and that’s a hard pill to swallow but it makes me want 
to do nothing but bring this school a sectional this season and 
compete with everyone else.”

Eli: “Basketball has always been something that I enjoyed, 
whether it was watching it or playing with my friends and fam-
ily. If  I get the chance to play basketball on a higher level after 
high school, I definitely will take it.”

Hay Kaw: “I enjoy wrestling 
very much, I’ve even dislocated 
both of  my shoulders because 
of  it. I enjoy the sport, I love 
the sport, but sometimes I feel 
like the sport I love doesn’t 
want me. Some wrestlers would 
probably quit after, but I don’t 
want to. Wrestling is not just 
learning about moves, but you 
learn about your life. I hope 
that I don’t stop after high 
school, I want to keep learning more about wrestling with dif-
ferent people. Let’s hope the journey doesn’t stop here.”

Q3: Why did you get into your sport? Can you say you’ve 
genuinely enjoyed your moments in the sport and are 
always hyped for next practice or game, and why?

Jackson: “My love for basketball started when I was born as 
my grandpa, dad, uncles, and brother all played basketball and 
those are the people I look up to the most so I wanted to be a 
part of  this long line of  tradition and love for the game. I have 
given so much to this sport but the sport has given me more. 
Every single part of  it has been a special and integral part 
of  my journey. The games always bring some sort of  unique 
energy. From running onto the court for warm-ups to having 
a minute left in the game to close out a tight score, basketball 
has its special qualities that no other sport has.”
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Love of the competition
Seniors reveal that sports development takes many forms

Eli: “I got into the sport by 
joining my seventh grade year, 
it was always something I want-
ed to do because my brothers 
played all the time and I wanted 
to also. I’ve definitely enjoyed 
my every moment in basketball 
no matter negative or positive 
because it teaches me a lot of  
life lessons . I’m hype for every 
game, I’m the player that brings 
all the energy and all the hype.”

Hay Kaw: “I got into wrestling during my sophomore year of  
high school. I wanted to try something new, something I never 
thought I would do. I wanted to get out of  my comfort zone. 
I wanted to feel and learn something different. Some people 
support the idea of  me wrestling and some don’t, but I join 
anyway. Wrestling is just like any other sport. Someday you 
want to be at practice. Someday you just want to push the wall 
until you feel different pain in different parts of  your body. 
Someday you just sit there and just stare at the wrestling mat 
and start telling yourself, if  you quit it will be over and the pain 
will stop here.” 

Q4: What do you think is the most important thing for 
your sport? Do you get along with your team, and if  so, 
what are some key functions you feel helps you and the 
team out?

Jackson: “The most important thing to remember when being 
on the court is that you are 20% of  your team’s success. If  you 
don’t know what you are doing, it hurts the other four guys 
and now you are only as good as 80%. Picking up your team-
mates is just as good as scoring a bucket. Positive reinforce-
ment is a key factor to winning games and I feel like our guys 
are really good at that coming into the season. We are ready for 
anything that is thrown at us because we all stick together 

no matter what the circumstances are and we really hope that 
everyone can come support us at our games this season. 
     I want the same electricity in our gym that we had back 
from our last sectional team this season. Fans are just as a big 
of  a factor as anything when it comes down to energy. We 
want our friends and classmates to show up to the games. It’s 
important that we give them our best every time we step on 
that court. If  they are gonna sit down for 1, 2 hours every 
game, to watch us play, we have an obligation to give them our 
best. To give them our best all the time.”

Eli: “I think the most important thing in the sport of  bas-
ketball is communication, without communication with one 
and other nothing goes well. some key functions are definitely 
us understanding each other and knowing the strengths and 
weaknesses of  each other. I think the closer you are to one and 
other the better the team will perform. If  someone is just a 
teammate you play for the teammate but if  you consider them 
like family you play harder because you don’t went to let your 
brother down.”

Hay Kaw: “Wrestling is more just learning moves and strat-
egy. Is about the change of  the mind that comes first. Some-
one told me our mind is like a blueprint. If  your blueprint is 
strong ,you will have a house that will stand for decades. But 
if  you have a weak blueprint, no matter what problem you 
have, you will just quit and fall. Before your body even gives 
up, the person up there is the one that will decide the outcome. 
Your mind will determine the outcome. So I think the most 
important thing about wrestling is your mindset. Even now I 
still have problems fighting with myself. Wrestling is a constant 
fight between you and your mind.   
     When you join wrestling instead of  a team, you will be 
more like a family. When you join wrestling your coach be-
comes more like a person who you look up to, like a father. 
When you join the wrestling team, the wrestlers become more 
like brothers than teammates. And when they quit there is a 
part of  you that disappears because wrestling doesn’t feel like it 
used to. When you join the wrestling team you’ll understand.”
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     Speedway’s boys basketball team will be keeping 
busy over the last part of  December.   The boys host 
Greenwood tonight and then host Crawfordsville Tues-
day night.   The Sparkplugs will also compete against 
Ritter in their annual holiday break rivalry battle.
     Speedway’s boys basketball program is conducting its 
annual Coaches vs. Cancer event on Tuesday December 
21st when the varsity and JV boys host Crawfordsville 
High School.   
     All proceeds from the evening will be donated to the 
Matt English Foundation in honor of  Speedway guid-
ance secretary Linda Baker.   The Matt English Founda-
tion provides scholarships and additional money to fam-
ilies battling brain cancer and was founded in memory 
of  the late Matt English, the former head coach of  the 
Beech Grove Hornets.   English passed away at age 45 
in 2018.

It’s a tripleheader
     Speedway’s Student Athletic Leadership Team 
(SALT) will be sponsoring a Unified Basketball game in con-
junction with Crawfordsville High School at Tuesday’s game.   
This game will take place between the JV and varsity games 

Battling cancer each day
Basketball program heightens awareness at Tuesday’s game

LOCKED IN..  Nate Matelic and his basketball teammates are eager to resume their winning ways tonight against 
Greenwood.   Photo by Maggie Endres, SHS Media.  

Continued from page three

sad, angry, or happy. Music often contains messages and some 
of  these messages connect with listeners. The message in the 
song depends on the artist and the genre that artist picks or 
the feelings that are put into the song. 
     On December 7th, 2021, the top three songs on Spotify 
were: Driver’s License by Olivia Rodrigo,  Good 4 U by Olivia 
Rodrigo and then  Bad Habits by Ed Sheeran.  
     Do these songs have any common messages that appeal to 
listeners?   The top two songs are mainly targeted for teen girls 
going through a hard time, for example a break up. Bad Habits 
is about all the bad habits a person does or might do.   
     

Messages make connections with music listeners

and it is the second installment of  the Unified Basketball game 
with the last game taking place in January 2020, just prior to 
COVID.   

     Now the way we all connect to music and understand a 
song could be based on many different things how we feel, by 
the words that we might connect to that are said in the song. 
A song that has a message that speaks to me and that I con-
nect with is a song called It’s Called Freefall by Rainbow Kitten 
Surprise. The reason this song speaks to me and why I connect 
with it is because it is a song about how this person gives ev-
erything they have to people and tries to help them just for all 
those people to leave them and not help them when they are in 
need. Nowadays I feel like this is very true that no matter how 
nice a person is, there will always be those people who take 
advantage of  you and leave you in the dust. 


