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Facebook or 
MySpace
Which do you prefer?

compiled by Tikida Diakaby

Schools face budget crunching
Speedway leaders propose several ideas
 With the economy plummeting, 
it was only a matter of time before the 
effects hit Speedway. Students know 
that unemployment is high and families 
are struggling to pay the bills. Now, 
schools must pay the price as well. 
    Governor Mitch Daniels declared 
Indiana schools would have to take a 3% 
or more cut within their budgets. These 
cuts would begin in January 2010. 
 In the summer of 2009, the 
state estimated it would provide 
approximately $11,192,000 of revenue 

to Speedway in the general fund 
for 2010. In December this state 
revenue was reduced to an estimated 
$10,745,000. This reduction was about 
$477,000 (4%).
 But what does any of this mean for 
students?  According to both principal 
Tim McRoberts and superintendent 
Kenneth Hull, our schools pride 
themselves on small class sizes and an 
excellent staff. Hull suggested that we 
have several options as a school system.  
	 The	first	option	the	school	is	

choosing would be a referendum 
within the community of Speedway. A 
referendum is a town vote on a public 
question, in this case increasing revenue 
locally. This would go out to all the 
voters within the town of Speedway. 
 Homeowners would be asked to pay 
higher property taxes in order to save 
the teachers or other programs inside 
the school. Since the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway	property	taxes	benefit	the	
town, property taxes for homeowners 
are lower than those found in Avon or 
Brownsburg. 
 Even with this referendum on the 
horizon, Hull still needs to think up a 
Plan B. if the referendum were to not 
pass, the school board would have to 
look at reducing staff or programing 
within the building. A few options are 
available to our schools. 
 One would be to reduce expenses 
on summer school. Now, while most 
students would be excited to not be in 
school during the summer, that’s not 
what is being examined. It would most 
likely be the summer programs instead: 
clubs, summer swim programs, summer 
band and guard, and summer weight 
lifting.  
 According to Hull, the board would 
have to consider the areas of study 
necessary for graduation and weigh 

them against the electives offered. 
Basically they would determine whether 
or not certain English, math, and science 
classes are more essential than the 
technology, arts, and foreign language. 
 Almost 93% of the funding is 
dedicated	to	the	salaries	and	benefits	
of employees. This would possibly 
be a more likely category to cut back 
on. The choices would be between 
administrators, guidance, support staff, 
and teachers within the building. Dr. 
Bennett believes that $300 million in 
budgets cuts across the state won’t 
cost teachers their jobs. But there’s no 
guarantee. 
 According to Hull, cutting back 
teachers would increase class sizes and 
employ fewer teachers mostly likely 
at the junior high and high school 
levels. Students would not get the 
same attention as they do, and it would 
severely damage the graduation rate in 
this small town. 
 “The community values you 
(students) and when you succeed, the 
community responds!” stated Hull. 
“They share your success and look for 
ways to support you.” The best option 
for students now according to Hull is to 
excel and prove to the community that 
students cherish the opportunity to gain 
a quality education. 
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 “Facebook... Most of my 
friends have one, and we 
can usually talk to each 
other almost everyday.”

John Hull 
grade 9

“Facebook. It’s older and 
more mature for teens. 
I enjoy writing on walls 
and being able to talk to 
my friends from my old 
school.”

Jordan Carter
grade 10

 “MySpace. I don’t have 
a Facebook.”

Maria Chavez
grade 12

 “Facebook.”
Becca Cota

grade 11

 The Grammy awards are just two days away and 
fans everywhere are dying to know who the winners of 
the biggest awards will be. The big night takes place 
on January 31 and will air live on the CBS television 
network from 8 - 11:30 p.m. 
 As always, Grammy week began with events that 
display various genres of music, educational programs 
and charitable initiatives. With music’s biggest night 
being hosted on America’s most watched television 
station, many 
memorable 
events are sure 
to happen. Not 
to mention 
the fact that 
2009 presented 
many new artists and musical groups to our attention, 
the 52nd annual awards will be nothing short of pure 
entertainment. 
 The nominees for the awards have been posted on 
the Grammy website for quite some time now. Many of 
the nominees for the awards are not much of a shocker, 
but others might have you questioning the world’s taste 
of music, or maybe even yours.
 On page three is a list of some of the awards of the 
year and their nominees. I also predicted the winners 
from each category listed.  

Could this be deja vu?   The Black Eyed Peas have been nominated in multiple years  
for the Grammy Awards.  This picture was taken at the 47th annual Grammy Awards 
in 2005.  Photo courtesy of Steve Granitz/Wireimage.com and www.grammys.com.

Who will take home the grand prize?
52nd Grammy Awards to be presented Sunday night 
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Are Jobs Flowing Back to America?
An Assesment of the U.S. Jobs Market

Opinion2

We’re going to to miss you Tyra
Fierce talk show host shifting focus to other ideas                                                                                                                          
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        As an icon in the international, 
cultural, and entertainment communities, 
Tyra Banks has broken down barriers 
to become one of the most admired and 
watched individuals in media today.     
     With her two hit shows, The Tyra 
Banks Show and America’s Next Top 
Model, She has truly inspired me, that 
with a little help, ultimate dreams can be 
reached.	Tyra	inspires	people	to	fulfill	
their own dreams and fantasies through 
entertainment that is uplifting, different, 
and most important fun!
     But sadly, all great things must 
come	to	an	end.	Tyra	has	officially	told	
America that she is canceling her show. 
My	first	question	was,	“Tyra,	how	could	
you cancel this amazing show when you 
have so many viewers?” 
      Typically when a show leaves the 
air, it is because people are not watching 
it. This is crazy because people ARE 
watching her show, at a sky rocketing 
number! In an interview with I Am 
A T.V. Junkie Banks said, “There’s a 
lot	cooking	right	now	and	a	lot	of	fire	

burning in my heart, and for years, I’ve 
been working on the next big ideas and 
new ways to reach out to you.”
     I’m just glad she isn’t cancelling 
ANTM. She’s actually starting her 
own movie producing company called 
Bankable Studios, while trying to 
continue full speed with the 15th season 
of ANTM. I’m also VERY excited 
for her second season of True Beauty 
because this is where she will be 
unveiling her magical surprises new out-
of-the-box projects.
     I’m going to miss Tyra especially 
because this means no more of her 
dressing up in a fat suit, no more 
episodes where she has us talking about 

     It’s the start of a new decade, 
and resolutions are being made by 
Americans everywhere to become 
healthier, achieve more, or live life to 
the fullest. But another resolution is 
being made all across the nation by 
13 million adults, and that’s trying 

to get a job.  The long-suffering U.S. 
jobs market took a huge step towards 
recovery last year in November, as 
employers trimmed the fewest jobs 
of any month since the start of the 
recession, and the unemployment rate 
posted the biggest one-month decline 
in more than three years. U.S. Payrolls 
slipped 11,000 jobs in the month, far 
below any of the job losses posted over 
the last 23 months. Ben Bernanke seems 
positive that not only are jobs returning, 
but the U.S. economy is gaining stability 
everyday, which may be a little too 
positive, according to the Jobless rate of 
last month. 

October reading. Another 6 million want 
jobs but are not counted as part of the 
labor force because they have stopped 
looking.
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bodily functions and weirdness we 
really do not want to talk about (and 
still don’t), but most importantly, how 
she not only inspired me to be a strong 
person, but how she also taught me 
how to be FIERCE! Until the end of the 
season this spring, I will always love 
Tyra Banks as the most inspiring and 
caring individual who has helped not 
only me, but many other teen girls. I 
salute you Tyra!                                         
                               

Talk show talent.  Tyra Banks felt it was important to make young women feel beautiful on the 
inside and out while interviewing people on her popular daytime show.

Are jobs flowing back to America?
Is it too early to assess successes or failures in our market?

 Last month was pretty bad; we 
lost a total of 85,000 jobs. Economists 
surveyed	by	Briefing.com	had	predicted	
a loss of 125,000 jobs in December, 
thankfully it wasn’t that drastic. The 
new reading put October job losses 
at 111,000 jobs, and September’s loss 
estimate was cut to 139,000. Each of 
those new estimates would have been 
the smallest declines in more than a 
year. There’s another bright spot in the 
U.S. Job reports.  The unemployment 
rate improved to 10% in this month. 
Economists had foretold it would remain 
at the 10.2% level reached in October, 
which had been a 26-year high.
  The unemployment rose in 12 of the 
previous 13 months before November. 
Still, the number of jobs lost -- even 
with the lower revisions -- since the 
start of 2009 is 7.3 million. That only 
captures the net loss of jobs, and doesn’t 
give a full picture of the large pool of 
those without work or income. The 
report showed 15.4 million Americans 
are now unemployed and seeking work, 
although that’s down 325,000 from the 

     Add to that group the 9.2 million 
who have only found part-time work 
when they want full-time jobs or have 
had their hours cut as a result of the 
downturn, and that brings to 30.6 
million Americans who are not able to 
find	the	full-time	job	they	want	or	need.	
The long-term unemployment problem 
was worse in November than at any 
time in the 61 years those records have 
been kept. A record 5.9 million people 
have been out of work for more than 6 
months, as the average length of time 
those with work have been without a job 
rose to 28.5 weeks.
     The report came the day after the 
Obama administration held a jobs 
summit at the White House, during 
which business leaders, economists 
and policymakers discussed what could 
be done to end the job losses.  In my 
personal opinion, jobs are coming, 

but not at a rate that we should feel 
confident	about.	The	Recovery	Act,	
stopped the bleeding, but we have to 

look for something that will put the U.S. 
economy	on	firmer	footing.	



Enough has been said
Seriousness of transgressions note sad failure

Opinion 3

Is she a singer or songwriter?
Don’t be so shocking Lady Gaga

Corinne Owens
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 It is an unspoken consensus: 
everyone is tired of hearing about 
Tiger Woods’ extramarital affairs. 
The man had more mistresses than 
he could possibly catalogue, nearly 
enough to compile a mistress monthly 
calendar, but until recently he’s been 
able to keep them all fairly quiet. If 
the transgressions weren’t so serious, 
his previous discrepancy would prove 
astounding.
 Many wish he could have held 
onto	his	silence	indefinitely.	The	news	
is widespread; residents in small towns 
like Speedway have heard about the 

issue and formed their own opinions. 
The local children and athletes know 
about the actions of the worldwide 
role model, and it causes one to 
question how it affects their outlooks 
and attitudes toward society today. Is 
it possible it will make them believe 
infidelity	is	not	a	serious	issue?	After	
all, children’s views can be easily 
influenced.	I	asked	a	few	of	the	local	
citizens about their opinions on the issue 
and the effect on young students and 
athletes. Their responses were varied.
 World Geography teacher and 
varsity basketball coach, Charles 
Bennett, showed concern for the 
entire Woods family and expressed his 
sympathy for Tiger’s ever-present wife 
and children. “[The scandal] was hurtful 
for lots of different people, but his wife 
and kids…I can’t imagine what they’re 
going through.” He felt that Tiger 
Woods appeared to be a very family 
oriented man with a “Mr. Clean” image. 
However, the recent developments about 
Tiger’s secret affairs are “…tragic…” 
and tarnish his otherworldly atmosphere.
 When asked about his own 
basketball players and the effect that 
the recent news could have on their 
decisions, Bennett seemed at ease and 
unconcerned. “You would hope that 
young people would learn from his 
errors or mistakes,” Bennett stated. 
“You would hope they would see the 
consequences of his actions on himself 
and his family.” But Bennett believes 
that when faced with personal problems 
and decisions, “…you can view globally, 
but you’re going to act locally.” For the 
sake of the country’s impressionable 
young people, we all hope he’s correct.
 In order to gather the opinion of 
some of the residential parents, I decided 
to interview my father, Douglas Owens. 
He’s raised four children of his own and 
has years of experience participating in 

and coaching competitive sports. He’s 
also an avid golfer. 
 “I feel sorry for his wife and kids,” 
he sadly declared. “If he was going to 
act that way he shouldn’t have ever 
gotten married….He’s got a lot of kids 
that look up to him, and he’s let a lot of 
them down.”

world to see. It is highlighted on the 
news stations, in the newspapers, and 
on the covers of various magazines. 
It has been printed and spoken about 
in different languages and countries 
around the globe. You can’t spend more 
than a few hours without it popping up 
in conversation or on your computer 

in Haiti. It makes me feel increasingly 
alarmed about modern society when the 
only competition for a national sports 
figure’s	complicated	lifestyle	is	a	natural	
disaster in a poor country that claimed 
thousands upon thousands of lives. You 
would think we’d have our priorities 
a little bit straighter than that…right? 
Apparently not.
	 I	briefly	interviewed	Christopher	
Hooten, a junior and staff member of 
the Speedway High School newspaper, 
and asked whether or not the media 
should continue to report on the Tiger 
Woods’ developments. “Of course not,” 
he stated incredulously. “It’s a big juicy 
story, but it’s not doing anything. In my 
opinion, that’s not news.” 
 It seems we’re agreed on that point.

“...He’s got a lot of kids that look up to him, and 
he’s let a lot of them down.”
 He appeared worried that Tiger’s 
actions	“…could	influence	young	kids.	
They might think that’s the norm, and I 
would hope it is the contrary. It’s really 
a shame.”
 It is a shame, and Tiger’s shame 
seems to be spread out for the entire 

screen. Shielding children from this kind 
of news is impossible, and it doesn’t 
seem anyone is trying anyway.
 Lately, it seems that the only news 
coverage that can outshine the Woods 
scandal is the devastating earthquake 

Has Lady Gaga become the fame monster?  The popular singer/songwriter has been nominated for 
multiple Grammy awards but does she deserve them?  Photo courtesy www.ladygaga.com.
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 It’s 3:20 on a Friday afternoon. You 
rush	out	to	your	car	and	the	first	thing	
you hear is the radio, more than likely 
a Lady Gaga song is playing. No one’s 
really sure where she came from, but we 
all know she has outrageous style.
 Before Lady Gaga achieved great 
success, she described herself as an 
average person with a dream. Her hair 

wasn’t bleach blonde, she didn’t sing 
about “Paper Gangsters” and she wore 
jeans and t-shirts like everyone else.  
 If Stefani Germanotta would’ve never 
changed, her career would still be in 
the same place as it was two years ago, 
singing in underground clubs, instead of 
selling out world-wide tours. But none 
of us ever stop to think. Why is Lady 
Gaga famous? 
 I’m sure most people would respond 
that she is a great singer. But most of us 
aren’t listening to her voice as much as 
we are her catchy lyrics like, “I won’t 
tell you that I love you, kiss or hug you, 
cause	I’m	bluffin’	with	my	muffin,	I’m	
not lying I’m just stunning with my 
love-glue-gunning.” 
 We all wonder where stars have 
gotten their start; Lady Gaga’s start 
involved a lot of failure, such as getting 
signed to Def Jam Records and being 
dropped just after three months. Many 
people wonder why she was dropped 
after just three months - was it her 
lack of singing capability? I agree that 
Lady Gaga doesn’t have the talent that 

many stars today have such as Christina 
Aguilera or Beyonce have.
  I think if Lady Gaga got down to her 
basics, where she began as an artist, 
she	would	find	her	songs	sounding	a	
lot	better	and	truer	to	herself.	Her	first	
known lyrics, No Floods, written under 
her birth name, Stefani Germanotta, 
describes leaving her parents and trying 
to be on her own. If Lady Gaga would 

open her eyes to a little more than sex, 
money, and fame, she would become a 
true artist and not simply a sex symbol.
 Lady Gaga is famous for her 
proactive style and her sexual lyrics, 
not her singing. If Lady Gaga was to try 
out on American Idol, I would bet she 
wouldn’t make it to Hollywood, so why 
is she now?     
 

RECORD OF THE YEAR:                 
Halo- Beyonce
I Gotta Feeling- The Black Eyed Peas
Use Somebody- Kings of Leon
Poker Face- Lady Gaga
You Belong With Me - Taylor Swift                                           

ALBUM OF THE YEAR:
I Am… Sasha Fierce- Beyonce
The E.N.D- The Black Eyed Peas
The Fame- Lady Gaga                
Big Whiskey and The Groogrux King- Dave Mathews Band
Fearless- Taylor Swift                                                              

SONG OF THE YEAR:
Poker Face- Lady Gaga
Pretty Wings-Hod Davis & Musze
Single Ladies(put a ring on it)- Beyonce                                   
Use Somebody- Kings of Leon
You Belong With Me- Taylor Swift

BEST NEW ARTIST:
Zac Brown Band                                                                      
Keri Hilson
MGMT
Silversun Pickups
The Ting Tings

Grace’s Grammy Picks:  Will they win?



Promising to bring home a title
Junior wrestling talent hopes to exceed expectations

Sports4
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 Mitchell Judkins entered his 
season with high expectations from his 
teammates and coaches. Early in the 
season, he was ranked in the top 15 in 
the 160 weight class. He then moved 
up to the 171lbs class, where he faced 
opponents such as Jacob Hockenbury 
(Decatur Central) and Scott Moore 
(Fountain Central).  

 

During the West Central Conference 
meet at Cloverdale, Judkins easily 
made his way through the bracket to the 
championship round. There, he faced off 
with junior Justin Helmick (Cascade), a 
semistate	qualifier	last	year.	The	match	
lasted a total of six rounds, three of 
which were overtime. 
 Entering the state tournament, 
Mitchell hopes to face off with Scott 
Moore	(Plainfield).	The	two	faced	off	

“Just call me a record breaker.”  Junior Mitchell Judkins, after making quick work of his South Put-
nam opponent at the WCC meet, earned a first place finish.  Tomorrow, he travels to Decatur Central to 
work on a Sectional trophy.   Photo by Kate Large.
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Continuing a longstanding Speedway tradition
What is it like to live a day in the life of an Indianapolis Colts ball boy?
 Editor’s Note:  This	is	the	first	in	a	two	part	
series submitted by Jared Nelis.  Part two of this 
article will appear in the February 26th issue of 
Plugged In.
  

  
     

      Some Speedway students, current 
and former, have been presented with a 
unique opportunity. Since the mid-90’s, 
select Sparkplug students have been 
presented a chance to become ball boys 
for the Indianapolis Colts (also interns 
for the equipment staff). This special 
opportunity has led to fortune for some, 
like Josh Billman who is now a full-time 
employee for the Indianapolis Colts 
equipment staff. 
 What does a ball boy do?  We 
currently have three students at 
Speedway High School who work for 
the Colts: myself, Josh Lamm, and Tyler 
Shaw. With my inside information, 
this will give you a glimpse of a 
game weekend through the eyes of an 
Indianapolis Colts ball boy. 
 A typical 1 p.m. Sunday game begins 
at 7:15 a.m. for the ball boys. At this 
time, the whole crew (about 11 of us) 
meets at the Colts complex to get the 
low down on the upcoming game. 
The informal meeting ends in about 
five	minutes	and	the	convoy	heads	to	

this season at the Ben Davis Super 
Sixteen, where the match went into an 
8th round. At the end of the overtime, 
Moore pulled off the win by points, 
though Judkins hopes to avenge that 
loss.  
 As a Speedway wrestler, Mitchell 
has never lost by a fall. Dedicated to his 
conditioning, he spends many hours in 
a week running and training. During the 
spring and summer months, Mitchell 
works out at Ben Davis with various 
wrestlers in the area. In the 2009 State 
Freestyle tournament, Mitchell placed 
fourth, earning a spot on team Indiana, 
where he participates in a national 
freestyle tournament. 
 His efforts have gotten him far in 
life, and he is thoroughly supported at 
every meet. Though his family is always 
present, Mitchell is grateful for coach 
Tim Cooper, who has always been by 
his side. Cooper has helped to coach 
Mitchell for six years, and is one of his 
biggest inspirations.
 A two-year conference winner and 
a two-year county runner-up, Mitchell 

Lucas Oil Stadium. When we arrive 
at the stadium there is work to do; the 
sideline has to be constructed. All of the 
trunks that you see on the sidelines are 
strategically placed.
	 After	this	is	finished,	the	pack	gets	
a break from the action for a few 
minutes. Usually we either watch the 
cheerleaders practice or warm up our 
arms for the possible chance that we 
may get to throw with one of the players 
in the next few hours prior to the game.  
 This only lasts for a few minutes as 
the athletic trainers line up their trunks 
to	be	wheeled	out	to	the	field.	We	help	
them as it is like a big family.  The water 
coolers	are	filled	up	and	Josh	gets	the	
famed	job	of	stirring	the	Gatorade	filled	
coolers. Following this is a long waiting 
period when players arrive, pre-game 
performers practice, and we meet with 
the referees. The day becomes stressful 
when we get out of the meeting. Adam 
Vinatieri waits as we scurry out to the 
field	to	help	him	practice.	Soon,	the	
game will start and it will be show time. 
 We watch the pre-game activities as 
the	players	begin	to	arrive	on	the	field	
to warm up. Josh and Tyler stand at 
the	base	of	the	field	goal	post	to	catch	
kicked balls out of the net while I get 
the unlucky job of catching soaring 
punts off of the foot of Colts punter 
Pat McAfee. The crowd roars as the 
starting lineups are announced. The 
special teams players get their last kicks 
in during the coin toss then the game 
begins. We wear vests with either and X 

has helped take Speedway wrestling to 
a whole new level. “Sometimes, I feel 
like others put more pressure on me, and 
have high expectations,” Mitchell said, 
though his composed attitude before a 
match never shows weakness.
 Mitchell expects to go far this 
year in the state tournament. Since he 

performed well at County, one of the 
most competitive tournaments in the 
state, a Sectional title is very attainable. 
Sectionals start tomorrow. The meet will 
take place at Decatur Central, and the 
Speedway wrestlers will be matching up 
against many of the same competitors 
from the county tournament. 

Indianapolis	Colts	reciever	Pierre	Garcon	holds	up	the	Haitian	flag	after	the	
Colts defeated the New York Jets, 30-17, in the AFC Championship at 
Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, Indiana, Sunday, January 24, 2010. 
(Mark Cornelison/Lexington Herald-Leader/MCT)

or K draped on the chest. 
The K means that you 
catch balls out of the net 
during	field	goal	attempts	
while the X means that 
you hand game balls 
to the referee when he 
asks for them. They are 
equally enjoyable, but the 
K has the easier job. 
 At half time we watch 
the show then get back 
to work as players come 
out	to	the	field.	The	
special teams players 
go back through their 
pre-game routines as 
Peyton Manning throws 
on the sidelines and 
Dallas Clark stretches his 
hamstrings. The second 
half begins.
 When the game is 
over the players arrive 
into the locker room, usually delighted 
after their win. It doesn’t take long for 
the head coach to gather the players 
for prayer. The chaplain begins as we 
join in the Lord’s Prayer. When this 
is	finished	Coach	Caldwell	makes	his	
victory speech as the players cheer for 
no Monday practice. The players then 
disperse and begin to undress. The 
media rushes in and causes chaos. We 
gather up their game clothes and throw 
them into a pile. Once they get out of 
the shower they are expected to pack 
their game bags to be taken back to the 

complex. We are in charge of collecting 
all of their materials to be put into their 
bags. Once the players have left and the 
media has stampeded out of the locker 
room we get our chance to eat and relax.  
We quickly scarf down our food and 
head out the door parading to the Colts 
complex. 
 At the complex we work as a team to 
unpack the player bags and throw all of 
the extra laundry into bins. The training 
staff also helps, making things go much 
faster.	After	this	is	finished	we	say	our	
goodbyes and congratulations on the job 
well done. 


