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Repurposing From outdated to 
original in Indy

Relaypalooza Local resident inspired by loss of 
nephew and community spirit 

   There are facts.  There are facts we know, like the sky is blue and 
the grass is green. There are facts we are forced to know, such as 
George Washington was the first President of these United States and 
that 2 + 2 = 4. And then, finally, there are facts that nobody wants 
to know or accept. The end of the Harry Potter series. The aspect of 
having to walk home in the rain. The fact that most everyone you will 
ever meet will be affected by cancer in some way. 
   Cancer consumes the lives of an increasingly large amount of 
human beings. Along the ancestry line, most people have had a 
relative that has been diagnosed with cancer. From skin to breast, 
from colon to pancreatic, cancer has evolved into something 
terrifyingly common. There is no cure. At least, yet. So, what can be 
done? 
   We can unite and fight back. 
   Evan Huskisson did just that. Just like any twelve year old boy, 

k a c e y   r o s s 
---
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“Evan was very outgoing and loved to be silly,” states Stacy Barker, 
Evan’s aunt and a Speedway High School alum. He enjoyed playing 
football, paintball, shooting his BB gun, drawing, writing scary 
stories, and playing poker. But, unlike other boys his age, Evan began 
his battle with leukemia at the age of 10. 
   After his diagnosis, Evan became involved with the American 
Cancer Society’s Relay for Life, an event that not only raises 
money for cancer research but gives survivors, caretakers, and 
grieving friends and family a place to cope and remember.  Evan’s 
participation inspired his aunt Stacy. It’s his memory that helped 
Stacy decide to chair Speedway’s Relay for Life. 
   On a Relay for Life flyer, it is mentioned, “Because cancer never 
sleeps, Relays are overnight events up to 24 hours in length.” 

Trending vintage
Attention all of you 
antiquing aficionados

See ANTIQUES on page five
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See UPCYCLED on page four

Outside, it looks like 
the sort of place you’d never, 
ever dream of entering alone. 
It’s a run-down factory with 
a few broken windows and 
faded lettering on the side. As 
you walk up to the door, you 
feel as though this may not be 
such a good idea. However, 
on the inside, Midland 
Arts and Antique Market 
is a wonderland of lovely 
- and some not-so-lovely - 

treasures waiting to be rediscovered. 
Bookends shaped like Civil War 

generals Robert E. Lee and Ulysses S. 
Grant. An encyclopedia of the Freemasons. 
A ventriloquist dummy. A red wax skull. 
Countless portraits of creepy unknowns. A 
Victorian wedding dress. A taxidermied goat.  
A gold elephant telephone. And my personal 
favorite (also now a possession) a box 
depicting a jousting knight.

I was impressed. Midland doesn’t just 
have the classic, dull assortment of old lady 
clothes, jewelry, and furnishings. It has all 
of that and much, much more. Nothing is 
really organized, everything is stacked upon 
everything else, and there are two floors of 
snaking aisles and small, compartment-like 
rooms. It’s a labyrinth and a treasure hunt 
bundled into one.

What could you possibly do with any 
of these old treasures? Why would you buy 
something old when you can buy something 
new? Well, some things still have practical 
uses, like furniture and books. Some things could be used 
for excellent props or costumes. And almost anything can be 
used to create art. Yes, you can use something old to make 
something new and truly your own. It’s called repurposing.

To provide insight into this exciting form of expression 
mixed with recycling, I interviewed local artist and originator 
of art trading website Wonderstrange.com, Ann D’ Angelo.

H:  Can you explain what it is that you do?
A:  Absurdly enough, I think of what I do as rescuing 

sort of old, used up, unwanted things from thrift shops and 
antique malls so I can give them a new life through art. I am 
well aware that broken colanders and freaky dolls are not 
puppies who need my love, but as it so happens, I’m allergic to 
puppies. Also, I don’t think you can use puppies in sculptures, 
especially if you want the sculpture to hold still.

H:  Where/when did you first get the inspiration to 
start repurposing art/ creating gifts/art pieces? 

A:  Honestly, my inspiration came directly from 
my budget. I am a member of a mail art trading site called 
ATCsforAll.com where I swap small 2.5x3.5” artworks called 
Artist Trading Cards (ATCs) with people all over the world. 
After impulsively joining a Christmas gift swap, I needed 
to think of things to make on the cheap so I could create 
impressive but affordable gifts for eight different people. 
When I dragged my family off to Goodwill, we found all kinds 
of things that I could alter, from salt and pepper shakers to 
Russian nesting dolls to an old industrial thermometer casing 
that weighed about 12 pounds.

H:  When/why/how did you decide to start 
Wonderstrange?

A:  I got the idea not long after that gift swap I just 
mentioned, because I’d had such a ridiculously awesome time 
making things that I didn’t want to stop. At the time, I was also 
feeling emboldened by the sale of a dog sculpture I’d created 
for a local charity auction, so I talked it over with my husband, 
and we agreed that if I could have that much fun while making 
money, I needed to go for it.

H:  Tell me about the development of Wonderstrange 
and anything you think readers ought to know about it.

A Buddha, a copckroach, a wax skull ... these are NOT your typical 
antiques! Photo courtesy of Haily Merritt.

There’s 
been a 
noticeable 
trend in 
fashion and 
décor lately. 
We haven’t 
exactly been 
moving 
forward, 
forging new 
trendsetting 
styles of 
dress and 
decoration. 
Designers 
take a peek at 
the past and 
incorporate 
former hits into their newest 
collections. 

Recently many of us have fallen 
in line with the craze to purchase 
antiques, whether those antiques 
are a vintage dress or a secondhand 
sofa. I know I enjoy the fact that 
the blouse I’m wearing is not only 
fashionable today, but also was 
stylish decades ago. It becomes 
timeless. These timeless items can 
range from your favorite old pair of 
blue jeans to the gorgeous pair of 
pendant earrings your grandmother 
wore. But where does one purchase 
these items if their grandmother 
didn’t own such classy pieces?

The Main Attraction on Main 
Street features over 80 dealers that 
offer unique antiques. Located next 
to Dawson’s, the Main Attraction 
makes up for what it lacks in square 
feet with eye-catching, one-of-a-kind 
teasures. There are glass cases full 
of jewelry, shelves lined with knick-
knacks, lounge sofas, dresses, hat, 
lamps, tables, cookware, and posters. 
I have personally made several 
purchases there and I frequent the 
jewelry counter. 

See Honoring Survival on page four
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To read or not to read...
Is that the question? Or the answer?

Your school supplies needs: solved
Reopening bookstore would immediately improve SHS

How many times have you been in 
class without a pencil and your teacher 
doesn’t have any to give you? You go to 
your locker hoping to find something to 
write with, but all you find is the short, 
eraserless shell of a once great pencil. 
Stumbling through your next class with 
it can be done, but it’s only first period 
and you know you can’t make it through 
the whole day.

The written word has been used 
since for thousands of years for 
countless purposes; to record history, 
to predict the future, to exhibit the 
world, and to create new ones. The issue 
was that throughout history, the vocal 
passing down of tales had turned into a 
glorified game of Chinese Telephone. 

The tales and histories had become 
shattered remnants of their former 
selves, and included nonexistent 
characters and other random nonsense. 
This was a problem. So eventually we 
gathered these enthralling tales/histories 
and set to work printing them on 
everything from leather to paper. 

These, gentle readers, are called 
books. They come in paperback and 
hardback and, believe it or not, some 
of the better ones lack pictures. You 
may be asking, Why is he telling me a 
general history of books? and to that I 
respond  Because, obviously very few of 
you take the time to actually read them, 
and some of you probably don’t even 
know what they are.  

The very sad, very simple fact is 
that kids these days are not well read, 

and yes there is a difference between 
reading a lot and being well read but I’ll 
address that later. The current generation 
simply has found more interesting things 
to do then crack open a book, and it 
truly is a tragedy.  

With their newfangled IPods, 
Xboxs, and what not, they simply lack 
the patience and intellect to detect the 
subtle tones contained with the tomes 
of yore. The startling desensitization of 
the younger generation has generated a 
sort of barrier in their minds, barricading 
them from growing any attachment 
to the character contained within.  It’s 
not entirely their fault though, when 
it comes down to it, with the news 
broadcasting the end of the world 
every other day, it becomes difficult 
to manage. 

There is a difference between 
reading a lot and being well read. An 
individual could read the entirety of 
the Twilight Saga, all three Hunger 
Games tales, and the Notebook, and 
be no more well read than a sack of 
lawn equipment. It is not the quantity 
but the quality that matters.

Conveniently enough, Spring 
Break is fast approaching. Now, break 
tends to be a time when most of you 
sit around and accomplish absolutely 
nothing. I aim to change that. I 
suggest that you all take it upon 
yourselves to read a book, any book, 
over the course of break. Whether it’s 
read on the stifling beaches of some 

far away land, or at home, please read 
something. If you are having trouble 
finding suitable material, allow me to 
make a suggestion. 

The Catcher in the Rye is, in my 
opinion, one of the greatest books ever 
written. It is a harrowing tale of a young 
man’s journey through the bland and 
simplistic life of a boy at a crossroads. 
It comes in a small size and makes 
no attempt at poetic sophistication, 
resulting in a perfect blend of depth and 
simplicity.

So enjoy yourselves, you crazy kids, 
but don’t deprive yourself of intellectual 
enhancement either.

s a m   m c g l o n e
---
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If that’s never happened to you, 
well maybe one of these have: you have 
to make a poster for a project, but you 
don’t have time to go to the store to get 
a poster board; you’re taking notes in 
class today, but you forgot to replace 
the notebook you filled up yesterday in 
class; you have practice after school and 
you are hungry, but didn’t bring a snack; 
maybe you’re a new student going to 
Friday night’s big game and want to 
show some school spirit, but you don’t 
have any Sparkplug gear. What do you 
do when this happens?

Right now there’s not much you 
can do. It hasn’t always been that way 
though. There used to be a student 
run bookstore here at Speedway High 
School. It sold various school supplies, 
candy, and was one of the first groups 
authorized to sell Sparkplug gear. 
Students volunteered to work shifts in 
the store during their lunch periods and 
before/after school. 

Kathleen Barnes started 
the bookstore as a part of DECA 
(Distributive Education Clubs of 

America). She was the department head 
of business and a business teacher from 
2001-2005 here at the high school. 

My question is, why did the 
bookstore disappear after she left? It 
seems like the benefits would outweigh 
the hardships of starting the store up 
again.  If the school opened it, students 
would not only be able to buy a variety 
of things, but they would also have an 
opportunity to get service hours. Since it 
would be working purely on a volunteer 
basis, the store would provide a great 
way for students to do community 
service right here at the school.    

After surveying some teachers, 
it seemed like many of them agreed 
that bringing back the bookstore would 
overall improve our school.  “Yes, 
students would have to take more 
personal responsibility for bringing 
needed supplies to class,” stated social 
studies teacher Robert Lindhorn, 
“Also, we might use the bookstore to 
help various groups raise money in 
return for running the store for a period 
of time.” Econ teacher Denny Pelly 

thought the bookstore would provide 
a much needed, centralized place for 
groups to sell tickets and fundraisers. 
“I wouldn’t feel the need to keep a 
stash of pencils for those that come to 
class unprepared,” replied math teacher 
Becky Kilgore, who I’m sure was 
expressing the view that many teachers 
share

Sure, starting up a Sparkplug Shop 
would initially cost money, but I am 
confident it would all be earned back in 
full (if not more). 

To Be Read Before Death...

•1984 – George Orwell

•The Great Gatsby – 
 F. Scott Fitzgerald

•Gone With the Wind – Margaret 
Mitchell

•Lolita – Vladimir Nabokov

•The Divine Comedy – 
Dante Alighieri
 
•The Odyssey – Homer

•Moby Dick – Herman Melville

•Paradise Lost – John Milton

•In Cold Blood - Truman Capote

•We the Living – Ayn Rand

•And Then There Were None – Agatha 
Christie

•Catch-22 – Joseph Heller

•The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy 
– Douglas Adams



Drunken Sailor – traditional  This traditional sea shanty is instantly recognizable to 
most people. However, if you find one of the better versions, it can quickly become 
a favorite.

Good Rats – Dropkick Murphys This song is literally about rats. It tells of how 
back in the 70’s, Guinness Brewing Company discovered that they had dead rats in 
the bottom of their vats. They took them out, but realized that the rats were actually 
giving the beer a stronger, more enjoyable taste. They now put raw meat into the 
vats to recreate that robust flavor.

The Travelling People – Shane Macgowan
What’s Left of the Flag – Flogging Molly This lively tune tells of the struggle of 
the Irish people through the years. It brews up the pride of Ireland as a whole, and 
then spits it into your face with a bare fist.

A Nation Once Again – Luke Kelly
Maidrin Rua – the Pogues
I’ve Pursued Nothing – The Tossers
Fields of Athenry – Ronnie Drew
The Auld Triangle – Dropkick Murphys
The Irish Rover – The Pogues w/ The Dubliners  
This traditional song has been covered by nearly 
every Celtic musician. It tells a fantastic tale of 
a grand ship, boasting unrealistically marvelous 
features. The song ends to tell of the ship 
crashing, and the narrator and the captain’s dog 
being the last surviving crew members.

The Parting Glass – Liam Clancy
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 As the first seventeen days of March fall upon us, 
many people turn towards Celtic music to feel as if they are 
truly part of St. Patrick’s Day, the one day of the year where 
everyone can feel Irish. The sad part of this occasion is that 
most people make really crappy playlists of Celtic music. They 
say, “Let’s listen to bagpipes! Now we’re really Irish.” If that 
is you, I’m calling you out and declaring you an idiot.     

     The Irish are famous for their music, and most people don’t 
even know true music from the land of Eire. That is why I’ve 
created a playlist for everyone to enjoy.

     The Rocky Road to Dublin – The Dubliners    This 
traditional slip jig was originally popularized by the performer 
Harry Clifton in the mid 19th century. It relays the story of a 

man who travels to his home of Luam, Ireland.   

Streams of Whiskey – The Pogues Brian Boru’s 
March – The Prodigals
Nancy Whiskey – Shane MacGowan 

Devil’s Dance Floor – Flogging Molly
The Irish Rover – The Pogues w/ The Dubliners   
This traditional song has been covered by nearly 
every Celtic musician. It tells a fantastic tale of 
a grand ship, boasting unrealistically marvelous 
features. The song ends to tell of the ship crashing, 
and the narrator and the captain’s dog being the last 
surviving crew members.

Cadence to Arms – Dropkick Murphys   This is 
a new take on a song that most people are familiar 
with, and normally recognize as “Scotland the Brave.” The Dropkick Murphys, 
however, take tradition to a whole new level in this fight starting bagpipe anthem.

The Foggy Dew – The Chieftains     The Foggy Dew was written about the Easter 
Rising of 1916 that took place in Dublin. It is a battle march, telling of soldiers 
and guns marching into Dublin.

Irish Whiskey – The Tossers
Kelly, The Boy From Killane – Luke Kelly

s a m   s c o t t
---

Travel Guide Extraordinaire

You’ve got two weeks to prepare
Go beneath the kilt and discover Irish music

Shane MacGowan Luke Kelly

Editorial Cartoons
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Upcycled art on the Internet
Local artist Ann D’ Angelo has made repurposing her business

H:  Do you have any “go-to places” for art supplies 
or things to use in creating art?
A:  I love Goodwill. I love the Southport Antique Mall. 
I could spend entire days at Midland Arts & Antiques 
Market downtown. Right now, I am particularly 
obsessed with old medical books and images, which 
I search out in all of those places. I just picked up a 
model of a kidney at Southport, and I 
was so excited you would have thought 
I’d landed on Mars AND had a good 
hair day, all at once.
H:  Do you have a favorite thing 
you’ve made?
A:  This question made me laugh. 
Almost every time I finish something 
lately, I say to my husband, “I think this 
might be one of my favorite things I’ve 
ever made!” No matter what I make in 
the future, though, I’ll always be very 
proud of my Henry VIII pin cushion 
and Anne Boleyn scissor cozy. Recreat-
ing their clothing was incredibly fun.
H:  Do you have a least favorite thing 
you’ve made?
A:  Do I sound like a raving egomaniac 
if I say no? It’s not that I don’t dislike 
things I’ve made, but if I dislike them, 
they go in the trash, after which, I stick 
my fingers in my ears and try to forget 
they ever happened.
H:  Do you ever have difficulties with 
anything? Like, ideas, the website, 
creating pieces, etc…
A:  The first web host we chose was not – how shall 
I put this – good. The site was so slow it made tree 
sloths look like highly-caffeinated cheetahs. We have 
a much better host now, and I still feel like I’m flying 
when I navigate around the site.
H:  I know you do custom purses, salt and pepper 
shakers, and crochet dolls, but do you take personal 
requests on anything else?
A:  Absolutely! In addition to those things, I do custom 
paintings and collage pieces. Cindy does custom paint-
ings. Sarah does custom bunnies.
H:  Have you ever had a request that you had no 
idea how to make (or any just super crazy re-
quests)?

A:  I was recently commissioned to crochet a tape-
worm. I thought that was hilarious. I had to create the 
pattern (which is now available for free on the web 
site), so I thought I might as well list it in my shop, too. 
I don’t know if I’ll ever sell any more of them, but I 
had a great time making a parasite out of yarn.
H:  What advice would you give to someone want-

ing to start repurposing?
A:  Another word for repurposing is “upcycling,” 
which means recycling while making better. If you’re 
interested in the idea but not sure where to start, look 
around your room for something you don’t use or 
necessarily want anymore – say, a book of poems 
that someone got you last Valentine’s Day before you 
realized that person was a jerk and an idiot . Go online 
and type “repurposing upcycling book,” and you’ll 
get all kinds of hits, from a book shelf made of a book 
(brilliant!) to a book purse and more. Once you do it 
the first time, you’ll start to gain confidence, and you’ll 
be coming up with your own great ideas in no time. We 
have a wealth of free tutorials and drawing prompts on 
the site. Check them out! 

continued from 
page one

A:  I had no 
interest in 
going into 
business on 
the internet 
by myself. To 
me, that would 
have been like 
setting off to 
sail the At-
lantic Ocean 
in a metal 
bucket with a 

juice box and a cracker, which is to say, a sure way of 
securing my own protracted and painful demise. I con-
tacted the artists I knew and respected most, starting 
with Cindy Jo Blair, an art teacher from the northern 
suburbs of Chicago, and Sarah Trumpp, an aspiring tat-
too artist from New York. We created a business plan, 
chose an internet host, and got to work. 
H:  What do you think makes Wonderstrange 
unique, compared to other art/craft websites (like 
Etsy)?
A:  Etsy provides a marketplace where anyone can set 
up shop, so there’s a wide range of different talents, 
tastes, and products. Wonderstrange is a much smaller 
enterprise of artists who know each other, text con-
stantly, and talk on the phone about six times a day. We 
love each other’s work, respect each other’s talents, 
and share an appreciation for the strange, the bizarre, 
and the hilarious. Our work ranges from paintings to 
assemblage pieces to crocheted voodoo dolls to felt 
Day of the Dead bunnies. We get free ad space in a 
magazine that Sarah and I write for, and our joking ad 
is, “Wonderstrange: If we don’t have it, you don’t need 
it.” 
H:  What have been some of the advantages/disad-
vantages of selling art on the internet?
A:  The nice thing about the internet is that you can 
reach a broad national and even international audi-
ence. The tricky thing about the internet is that scans 
and pictures don’t always translate. When people see 
my work in person, they invariably say, “That’s even 
cooler than it looked online.”
H:  How do you decide how many of each thing to 
make/what to feature/when to change up the items 
you’re selling?
A:  Oh, if only we were that organized! No, really, we 
are pretty relaxed. Art can’t be forced, or at least not 
without a serious drop in both pleasure and quality, so 
we make what we feel like making.
H:  What do you enjoy most about creating art?
A:  To me, creating a piece of art is absolutely thrilling. 
I love the problem-solving dimension of it , by which 
I mean figuring out how to attach that spoon to that 
alarm bell, or how to balance the weight on that side of 
a collage with a new element on the other side. I also 
love the sheer joy of making something from nothing. 
I sometimes clap and say “yay!” while I am working, 
mostly because I am a big dork. Or a big two year old. 
Or something.
H:  You come up with some awesome, yet crazy, 
ideas! What are some of your best sources of inspi-
ration?
A:  My ideas come mostly from seeing objects. When 
I see a little metal pitcher, for example, I immediately 
start thinking of all the things it could be: a bird’s head, 
the body of a strange little ship, a bathtub for small 
creatures made of clay. 

BEAUTY IN THE EYE OF THE BEHOLDER.   This Henry VIII pincushion and 
Anne Boleyn scissor cozy is one of Ann D’Angelo’s favorite art pieces.   

ENJOYING A SENIOR MOMENT AT THE WINTER SPIRIT WEEK CONVO.  Row One:  Nikki Hunt, Haley Bauer, Haley Lawrence.   Row 
Two:  Jessica James, Rachel Hession, Haylee Duman, Savannah Arevalos, Lauren Forbes.  Row Three:  JoJo Daghe, Lindsey Tucker. 



5Features
Bell hops, athletes, physicists 
What teachers did before they began to teach

Honoring survival
Relay for Life event gearing up in June at Speedway

People in teams camp out and take turns walking laps around 
a track all night long. It is suggested each team have one 
representative walking around the track at all times. Many 
different activities take place during these 24 hours, such as 
Survivor’s Lap, the Luminaria Ceremony, and the Fight Back 
Ceremony. Money is raised, lives are remembered, and survivors 
celebrate the wonderful gift of life. 
   Relay is a place where people come together, and that’s where 
Evan found inspiration. He led the Survivor Lap on May 8, 2009 
in Avon’s Relay for Life. He emceed this event, “which was fun 
for him” states Barker. “It made him feel like the most important 
person in the world.”
   Evan lost his battle on May 1, 2010, due to complications from 
a transplant. He was 100% cancer free at the time. There are many 
stories similar to Evan’s. Many people find refuge in participating 
with Relay for Life, just as Evan did. People like Evan earn the 
help they need because of Relay for Life.  
   This year, the Relay for Life in Speedway is on June 9-10, 
from 10:00 A.M to 10:00 A.M. The theme for this year is 
“Relaypalooza”.  Start a team or register to join a team at www.
relayforlife.org/speedwayin.  If you cannot be a part of the 
ceremonies, then please help the fundraising process by donating. 
For more information, please visit the aforementioned website or 
call (317) 508-1254. 

Evan Huskisson’s school picture showcases 
how he could smile through the storm.  Photo 
courtesy of Stacy Barker.

Our teachers here 
at Speedway High 
School were born 
sporting professional 
clothing with a red 
ink pen in hand, right? 
Surprisingly, this theory 
has never been proven. 
In fact, many staff 
members here have 
proven this assumption 

wrong recently when asked what they did as a career or 
job before they worked here. Believe it or not, within 
the confines of these very walls here at SHS we have 
a bell hop, paperboy, athlete, baseball league director, 
business owner, disc jockey, bank teller, lifeguard, a 
Naval Avionic Center physicist, and so much more. 
But what fun is that if we don’t know who these people 
are? My thought exactly…enjoy!
Brian Avery: paperboy, little league umpire, bus boy, 
bell hop, house painter, printer’s assistant, factory 
worker,  meat packing plant, summer camp counselor, 
retail sales.
Allison McKay: bank teller, clerk at gas station, 
worked at the Bursar’s Office at IU, translator at a 
plastics factory.
Jon Acton: “Disk jockey- face for radio.”
Eileen Prihoda: assistant manager at record store, 
accounts receivable clerk at marine hardware store in 
California.
Tim Brown: McDonald’s worker, food service, 
construction, custodial duties at drug and alcohol rehab 
center, warehouse/dock worker, Kraft Foods (candy 
production), work-study and tutoring in college.
Shanan Bradley: worked at Swift’s while in college 
and put the butter in the butterball turkeys.
Michael Sieferman: apprentice pharmacist, press 
crew on at printing press that printed the World Book 
Encyclopedia, and worker at Wendy’s.
Eric Rosebrough: outside sales rep for a construction 
company, Building Science Expert in Connecticut.
Joy Mattox: worked at the Gibault School for Boys, 
Normal Life (disabled adults facility), Finish line, and 
Rod Lobster.
Cindy Franklin: works as a bank teller in the summer.
Tammy Murray: sales and sales management for 
fifteen years in the consumer sales field.
Debbie Chenoweth: worked as a bookkeeper for an 
auto parts store and furniture store.
Dana Ramberg: worked at McDonald’s and a nursing 
home.
Jacob Pactor: has worked during summers running a 
camp kitchen, running a college internship program in 
DC, and “other odds and ends stuff”. 
Nancy Harrison: Lifeguard, swim coach, and pool 
manager.
Brian Burelison: owned and operated his own moving 
company and transport company as well as built 
houses.
Jordan Dever: worked for six years for an independent 
lawn maintenance company, took care of commercial 
and residential properties by mowing grass, 
landscaping, and removing snow. He even turned down 
a teaching job because these things were working out 
so well for him! 
Robert Lindhorn: worked his way through college 
by 1 year working as a press operator in a factory, 3 
summers working in a factory as a receiver, and one 
summer working as the league director for the Goshen 
14-18 baseball league.

k a t i e  m e h r l i c h  
---

Plugged In Features Writer

But wait…there’s more! I had the privilege of further 
interviewing two  very interesting teachers:
Steve Wray: “professional athlete and sales.”
Can you elaborate on what you mean by professional 
athlete?

I pursued a career in 
football for about four 
years. I started with the 
Seattle Seahawks. Later 
I was picked up by the 
Memphis Showboats 
(a team in the then new 
league). I got traded two 
times: first to Denver, 
then, two weeks later, 
to Birmingham. Later 
he began playing for the 
Colts (which was then 

a new team).  Finally, I became a part of the Miami 
team, but was soon released because of an injury. The 
transition back into reality was a tough for me. I was 
burned out for a while and didn’t have too much to do 
with sports, but after a few years of being away from 
it, I realized that sports were my true passion. [Playing 
professional football] is a lot harder than people think, 
but I got to see the business side things through this. 
And I got to see the country. It was a pretty neat deal! 
What has been your favorite job and why?
My favorite job…that was probably just when I made 
the Seattle team. That’s just like a dream come true, 
you know. Since it’s not a lifetime job, though, I guess 
I’d have to say that Speedway has been my favorite 
school job. There’s just a lot of really good people to 
be around here. It’s a good environment.
Denise Phillips: “My situation was a little different, I 
taught for 5 years and quit. I worked for what was the 
then Naval Avionic Center as a physicist in a materials 
lab testing cable and wire out of helicopters, fighter jets 
and tanks and missiles. Before I got my first teaching 
job I worked as a waitress and a clerk in a dress shop.”

What did you do in 
the Naval Avionic 
Center?
      I was a 
materials engineer/
physicist. I 
designed and ran 
testing on wire and cable from F-15 fighter jets, MI 
tanks and Polaris/poisidon missiles. It was a great job!
Where were you a waitress?
     Noble Romans at IU Bloomington.
What has been your most difficult job and why?
     My most challenging job was raising two children. 
Just about the time you think you have it all figured out 
with the first on, the second one comes along and is 
completely different! 
     So there you have it! Believe it or not, our teachers 
did exist before they were teachers and, not only did 
they exist, but did some pretty normal and not so 
normal, crazy, interesting, and challenging things. 
No doubt, we are lucky to have the fascinatingly 

Antiques become contemporary
continued from page one

as ever.  Peeking from beneath a sofa, there’s a pair 
of roller skates labeled In-N-Out Burger. There’s an 
old-fashioned type writer burrowed in a briefcase. 
Every visit becomes an adventure, and every purchase 
a treasure. 

Fortunately for the antiques aficionados, The Main 
Attraction is not the only antique store in the area. 
Broad Ripple is loaded with stores that sell vintage 
clothes and oddball items, Broad Ripple Vintage on 
64th Street to mention a favorite. Downtown, there are 
several antique and vintage stores concealed among 
the one way streets. Indy offers plenty of options for 
all of your antique needs. 

continued from page one
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Acknowledging the unacknowledged 
It’s worth taking a closer look at sports off the radar

a l e x   l o p e z
---

Plugged In Entertainment Writer

Football, volleyball, basketball, 
baseball, softball. These are all common 
sports covered daily during their 
seasons. Who hasn’t heard the scores 
from the last IU game? Who doesn’t 
know how the Colts ranked this season? 
What about the win in game seven of 
the 2011 World Series championship for 
the Cardinals? 

In 
high school 
if the team 
is moving 
past round 
one of 
sectionals 
or if records 
are broken 
they get 
recognized. 
Move 
up to the 

collegiate level and you’ll hear the same 
things again. 

What ‘out-of-the-box’ sports are a 
fresh break to these traditional sports? 
How about lacrosse, field hockey, 

rugby, rowing, fencing, equestrian, or 
even different mixed martial arts? Yes, 
you have heard of at least one of these 
sports, but do you hear more about 
them in the paper or T.V. as opposed to 
the traditional sports previously listed? 
These unusual sports aren’t so unusual 
though because some of them can be 
found in both high school and college. 

For all you volleyball lovers, 
Ball State fields a men’s volleyball 
team. Their next and last home game 
is Sunday, March 18th against Ohio 
State at 5 p.m. DePauw’s unfamiliar 
sport is women’s field hockey. Indiana 
University- Bloomington has women’s 
rowing. Their first meet this spring is 
March 17th at Clemson with Boston 
University, Iowa, Syracuse, Purdue, 
and Marist. They also have club sports: 
Brazilian jiu jitsu, equestrian, figure 
skating, fencing, rugby, and tae kwon 
do. But what causes traditional sports to 
be publicized more than nontraditional? 
The nontraditional sports sound more 
interesting than the traditional. 

Landin Baron, originally from 
Snider High School, is a 
freshman at Judson College 
in Illinois. He joined lacrosse 
through his buddies in high 
school, but never really thought 
about playing lacrosse at the 
college level until his senior 
year. Adapting to the collegiate 
pace was not as hard as you 
think. Baron was able to 
naturally pick up the speed of 
practices and games. He even 
trains outside of their scheduled 
practices. However, his practices 

are a bit longer than what 
you’re used to in high 
school. Typically, high 
school sport practices 
last minimum of an 
hour but at most two 
(on average). If you 
are serious about your 
sport as Baron, you will 
practice three to four 
hours a day. 

We may not hear 
about unusual sports 
as much as we do 
traditional, but unusual 
sports are definitely 
a break from the 
traditional ones. These 
athletes and teams still 
put in the same practice 
time, work effort, and 
competiveness. If they 
are a part of the sport 
league why not advertise 
them as much as the 
traditional? Let’s recognize athletes and 

h a n n a 
v o n g p r a s e u t h 

---
Plugged In Features Writer

Modern Day Whitney
What would be our generation’s tragic loss?

As well all know the death of Whitney Houston rocked 
America to the core. Just like that another talented and amazing 
person left us, an addition added to the list of celebrities and 
artists that have died in the past few years. Slowly but surely the 
true artists of the world are dying off one by one leaving only 
those who remain to be TV stars today. The classic artists that 
once used to flourish in their time are all taking their leave while 
they are being replaced by new artists today. So the question is 
whose death would rock America just like Whitney Houston’s?

My best guess will be Adele, Adele has only just 
arrived on the scene recently in the world of music her talent has 
no boundaries, and the music that is bound to come from her will 
be fundamental in making her one of the many artists that would 
cause music lovers world wide of her absence from the living.  

Her music represents the feelings everyone must deal with at some point in their lives. Of course 
her voice is up to par with the talent that Whitney possessed. I believe Adele’s fans would feel like 
she has made a successful career with her music and I hope she makes more great songs that will 
echo into the years following her death.  

I think as a person, Adele would be greatly missed simply because she still makes music 
the average person can relate to completely but she also possesses the qualities anyone would want 
to look up too. Though I’ve never met her personally from her music and the way she presents 
herself on TV, she seems a humble, someone that lives her life in a way that should be admired and 
respected far beyond the grave.  

TWO AGAINST ONE.  In action earlier this fall, junior Margaret 
Ellis shows her athletic ability for DePauw field hockey.   
Photo courtesy of Regina Preston. 

 ¿De dónde es tu familia?
Yessica Morales: Oaxaca, México. 
Shujey Granados: Hidalgo, México. 
¿Visitas la familia en el país mucho?
Yessica: No.
Shujey: No.
¿Cuál es tu parte favorita del país?
Yessica: El centro de México D.F. 
Shujey: Me gusta visitar los lagos y los 
ríos, e ir de compras. 
¿Qué puedes hacer en el país?
Yessica: Soy de un pueblo pequeño, no 
hay mucho para hacer.
Shujey: Visita el lago y Tepejida del rio. 
¿Has traído unas tradiciones del país 
aquí?
Yessica: Las quinceñeras, comida, 
materiales para cocinar.
Shujey: Cocinar comida tradicional, 
tener quinceñeras.
¿Echas de menos algo del país?
Yessica: La comida, matar los animales 
para cocinarlos, comida fresca.
Shujey: La comida, la leche fresca, las 
tortillas caseras.
Algo interesante de tu cultura:
Yessica: Las fiestas grandes solo para 
cumpleaños. 
Shujey: Tener propio juramento de la 
bandera con marchando, tener fiestas 
grandes cuando un niño cumpla tres 
años, las quinceñeras.

Did you know that…?
I interviewed Yessica Morales and 
Shujey Granados about their birth 
country: Mexico.
From where is your family?
Yessica Morales: Oaxaca, México.
Shujey Granados: Hidalgo, México.
Do you visit your family in Mexico 
much?

¿Sabes Qué…? Did you know...?
Yessica: No.
Shujey: No.
What is your favorite part of Mexico?
Yessica: Downtown Mexico City. 
Shujey: Visiting the lakes and rivers, 
going to the mall.
What can you do there?
Yessica: I lived in a small town; there 
wasn’t much to do.
Shujey: You can visit the lake, Tepejida 
del Rio.
Have you brought some of your 
traditions here?
Yessica: Quinceñeras, food, materials 
used in cooking.
Shujey: Cooking traditional food, trying 
to have quinceñeras. 
Do you miss anything from your 
country?
Yessica: I miss the food and killing 
animals to eat them so the meat is fresh. 
We used to catch chickens.
Shujey: The food, fresh milk, and 
homemade tortillas. 
Something 
interesting 
from your 
culture:
Yessica: The 
big parties just 
for birthdays.
Shujey: We had 
our own pledge 
of allegiance 
with marching. 
There were 
giant parties 
when a 
child turned 
three and for 
quinceñeras. 

h a i l y   m e r r i t t
---

Plugged In Features Editor

sports of all ages.
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Worthy of at least one OSCAR
Tree of Life, a passionate journey of one man’s acceptance in this world

     In accordance with the 
Oscars, I have always seen 
those particular films which 
baffle me with their existence.  
Like how the best picture 
always goes to a musical, or 
a British costume drama (like 
2002’s Chicago, or last year’s 
winner, The King’s Speech) 
but this year seems different. 
 The front-runner for this 
tumultuous year is a silent, 
black and white comedy set 
in the 1920’s called the Artist.  

This was well produced, and very well acted (Jean 
Dujardin is spectacular in the title role, and Berenice 
Bejo is cute and full of talent in the supporting role), 
but, out of all the possible nominees this year (9, which 
I think is overkill since not all of them deserve it; 
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close was great in my 
opinion and got a best picture nod, but it was the worst 
reviewed Oscar nominated film yet this year) I would 
have to go with Terrence Malick’s poetically visual 
Tree of Life.  
 It stars Brad Pitt, Jessica Chastain, and the 
always brilliant Sean Penn.  The simple story takes 
place in a quiet suburban town set in 1950’s Texas.  We 
begin with a voiceover from Chastain (who is also the 
mother and guide of the film) describing and showing 
us the two ways in which we live life; the way of 
nature and the way of grace.  This is followed, years 
later, with her receiving a letter about her youngest 
son, who was killed when he turned 19.  She calls her 
husband into this affair (played with stern oppression 
by Pitt) and they both grieve over their loss.  
 We then move to a middle aged man played 
with a depressive attitude by Penn, who is the oldest 
son grown up, and how he has never come to terms 
with his father and looked towards the future for hope 
and success.  Now, he is only sad and disappointed 
with life and how it has treated him these long few 
years.  He gets word of his brother’s death and 
attempts to reconcile with his tortured soul by looking 
back on life and searching the entire world for its own 
meaning.  
 We are then obliged to watch through fifteen 
minutes of the earth’s creation, and its development 
through the proceedings, while listening alongside 
to Mozart’s famous operatic and beautifully stated, 
Lacrimosa.  
 After this, we follow the main character 
(Jack O’Brien, the child version of Penn) from 
infancy onward, as he experiences pain, pleasure, 
and adventuresome curiosity of youth, while having 
to deal with his stern, unpredictable father.  He goes 
through life as if it is a journey that needs to be taken 
in order to fully understand the spirit of the human 
soul and, among other things, God’s existence.  We 
see the occasional bickering of the brothers towards 
their elders, but then we are shown the inaccessible 
hatred of their father (who later tells us that he had 
always wanted to be pianist, but had settle for starting 
a family) and how he acts through his failed dreams of 
success, but are ultimately ruined.  Young Jack learns 
through his experience that life isn’t always going 
to be easy; we fall down, and we’ll have to forgive 
those who defy us, but that is the hardest part of it all.  
Ultimately, he learns to accept his father for who he 
is, a sad boy trapped within the body of an angry man, 
and he learns to understand it all: life, love, and the 
human soul.  

 We conclude with 
Penn following the voice 
of God to an abandoned 
beach, where he pays tribute 
to the entire foundation of 
his family’s spirits.  Where 
Penn is actually located is 
still a mystery, even to me, 
but deeply within your heart, 
you know that boy/man has 
come to the end of the world 
to rest with his family for 
all eternity.  We then flash 
back to Penn, who is still 
in the real world, where 
he has come to terms with 
his brother’s death, and the 
screen fades out with the 
continued glowing of an 
orange shape that configures 
and confuses but teaches us 
to stay hopeful, in a state 
of mind that only we can 
predict.  
 This film is dotted with beautiful passages 
about childhood and a mother’s unconditional love, 
and the fleeting shots of a meditative Penn are elliptical 
and feel a bit disconnected, but it still works all and up 
to the end.  The shots of earth’s creation and evolution 
flow beautifully along with the theme of the picture.  
Writer-director Terrence Malick creates a deeply 
heartfelt look on the difficult measures and trials of 
childhood and shows us what we want to see, and what 
we must know in order to understand all of life and its 
wondrous mysteries.  
 The cast could not be better; Pitt is demanding 
and works his decisive action through deep oppression; 

Chastain, who is wonderfully drawn out as the loving 
and caring mother, is our guide throughout the film; 
Penn, who plays in an understated manner, and is 
depressive but hopeful; and finally, Hunter McCracken, 
whose youth defies all forms of damages.  
 Exquisitely photographed by Emmanuel 
Lubezki and with a beautifully detailed music score 
by Alexandre Desplat, this impressionistic journey 
of seeking answers to the meaning of life while 
questioning the existence of faith is an unforgettable 
one and, in my mind, the ultimate escapism from the 
real world.  On my list of favorite cinematic works of 
art ever, this ranks 13th.  A+, or 

BRAD PITT DELIVERS AN OSCAR WORTHY PERFORMANCE.   A failed musician who settled 
down after being disappointed, Pitt plays a father in Tree of Life, nominated for three Oscars in-
cluding Best Picture, Best Director, and Best Cinematography.  Photo courtesy of movie website.

Art is beautiful in 
so many different ways. 
It’s a passage way to 
express your emotions, 
relieve stress, or maybe 
it’s just something you 
simply love to spend 
your time doing. Art is 
anything you want it to 
be, basically whatever 

you find to be beautiful. 
One of the most amazing pieces of art is the Mona 

Lisa.  It is simply exquisite, and the detail is amazing 
and absolutely mind blowing! It is one of my absolute 
favorite pieces of art out there because the detail 
is absolutely striking and the look on the beautiful 
woman’s face in the painting is so mysterious. She 
seems somewhat devious, as if she is up to something, 
and this piece of art really captures the time period 
that she lived in.

The Renaissance is the era from which Leonardo 
da Vinci painted this, the style of most women was 
very modest, Mona Lisa is dressed in the painting and  
you can tell she is wearing many layers. Mona Lisa is 
named for Lisa del Giocondo, the wife of a wealthy 

Art at its finest 
Looking closely at the Mona Lisa

h a n n a h   h e n d r i c k s  
---

P l u g g e d  I n    S t a f f  M e m b e r

j o h n  m i n n i e a r
---

Guest columnist/movie critic afficianado

Florentine silk merchant Francesco del Giocondo. The 
painting was specially created for their new home and 
to celebrate the birth of their second son Andrea.

The Mona Lisa has always been a much 
appreciated piece of art due to its simplicity and yet at 
the same time it seems so complex. It is a piece of art 
that you can’t take your eyes off so easily because you 
are so caught up wondering what she is thinking. The 
Mona Lisa will forever be one of my absolute favorite 
pieces of artwork.

Got an idea for the Plugged 

In staff?  Bring your ideas to 

Mr. Doehrmann in Room 

237.   Maybe you’ll see your 

story idea in our March 26 

issue.
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Presenting the C. Ritter Cup
All-Sports points race outlook not brilliant for Plugs

Sports

Being the avid Ohio State fan that I am, I was surprised to learn that the 
Buckeyes aren’t even on the leaderboard for the Capital One Cup. Each year, the 
bank sponsors an all-sports trophy which it awards to one men’s and one women’s 
athletics program in the NCAA. Points are awarded for National Championships 
and top ten finishes in the coaches’ poll. Every school-sanctioned college sport earns 
points for the school, and the programs with the highest point totals earn the trophy 
and $400,000 worth of scholarship money.

Similar to the collegiate award, the Indiana Crossroads Conference awards 
its own All-Sports Trophy. Points are tallied based on each ICC member school’s 
finish in the conference at the end of the season. Fourteen points are awarded for an 
outright ICC trophy, twelve for second place, ten for third, and so on. The trophy 

doesn’t have any monetary reward attached to it, so should it be a goal for 
Speedway High School athletes? I think so.

In a small school like Speedway, trophies and 
awards like this should be especially important 
to our athletics program. Let’s face it, in sports 
like cross country, wrestling, and tennis, we 
go up against Giants (the Ben Davis kind) in 
the sectional, along with other central Indiana 
schools that dwarf us in size. We can’t win most 
sectionals. For a lot of SHS teams, which simply 
cannot compete against such overwhelming 
opposition, the conference is their sectionals. It’s 
the biggest stage that they’ll have the chance to 
win a championship.

So where do the Sparkplugs stand currently in the race for the ICC All-
Sports trophy against the private schools of our conference? We’ve captured 
shares of the conference championship in football and girls’ basketball, and 
we’ve lingered near the top of the conference in other sports like wrestling 
and swimming. I’ve crunched the numbers through the winter sports 
(excluding mens’ basketball), and the results aren’t as thrilling as I had hoped.

We’ve got a loose grip on third place.
Holding just a five point lead over Beech Grove (99 points), Speedway 

(104) trails the second-place Park Tudor Panthers (who are poised to the 
conference in boys’ basketball and have 120 points) by 16 points. That’s more 
than a conference championship, and it’s nothing compared to our archrival 

Cardinal Ritter (135) who leads us by a whopping 31 points.
Though we’re not quite mathematically eliminated like Lutheran (53), we’re 

pretty close. We would need to place at the top of almost every spring sport and 
hope for our nemesis to tank. It’s actually all quite embarrassing for Speedway 
sports. We make videos about how bad they are. They finish in the top half of the 
conference in every sport.

Maybe it’s not important. Perhaps you didn’t even know about the award. But 
one thing is for certain. Unlike Ohio State, who will be tied for first in the race for 
the Capital One Cup after the Buckeyes win the NCAA tournament in March, unless 
our athletes step up their game, you may never see the ICC All-Sports trophy . . . 
except when it’s presented at the ICC Awards Night in our cafeteria to Ritter.

c a s e y   m i l l e r 
---

Plugged In Co-Editor

CLINCHING THE CONFERENCE.   Sophomore Allison Nash prepares to make a free throw in the Spark-
plugs match-up with ICC foe Lutheran.   The win over the Saints gave the Sparkplugs a share of the ICC title 
with Park Tudor.   Photo courtesy of Michael McCormick and the Champion staff.

Sparkplug sectional tilt tonight
Will the boys take advantage of a favorable tourney draw?

The boys basketball team has en-
dured a very up and down season.   But 
the beauty of Hoosier Hysteria allows 
that all teams get a precious ‘second 
chance’ to make good.

Coach Chuck Bennett’s squad enter 
tonight’s 2A sectional semifinal game 
at South Putnam with a 6-13 record 
but does that number really accurately 
reflect how the team performed or will 
perform this weekend?

A closer look at the numbers sug-
gest there are some hopeful possibilities 
for the Sparkplugs this weekend.   The 
team will face the winner of  Tuesday’s 
Covenant-Monrovia game (we went to 
print before we could post the result).   

During the season, the Plugs earned 
a double-digit win over the Bulldogs 
while losing by three on the road earlier 
this month to Covenant.   What are some 
other numbers worth considering when 
stacking up the chances for the Plugs?\

ONE
As in one team with a winning 

regular season record.   Cascade comes 

into the sectional not only with the 
most number of wins (14) and the only 
winning record, they also made the big-
gest turnaround in wins (+9) from last 
season.   The Sparkplugs beat Cascade 
twice last season but were trounced by 
the Cadets in late January 78-58.

THREE
Head to head, Monrovia won three 

games out of four against sectional 
competition.   Their only loss was to our 
Sparkplugs while they earned wins over 
Cascade, South Putnam, and Cloverdale.  
Whichever team the Sparkplugs face 
tonight (Monrovia or Covenant) will 
provide a competitive matchup.

TEN
The number of 3A and 4A oppo-

nents that Monrovia and Speedway have 
faced this year.   Will the tougher sched-
ule prove beneficial vs. the Covenant 
approach where the Warriors faced just 
five schools from a higher classification?

7:30
Game time at South Putnam..

A DEFENSIVE SANDWICH.  Sophomore Justin Brent and freshman Anthony Jones hope to 
increase the defensive pressure on their sectional opponent in tonight’s game at South Putnam.   
Photo courtesy of the Champion staff.


