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A place some athletes call home 
SALT provides students a chance to learn valuable lessons

Ruth Bayode • Plugged In Reporter

See UNIFYING on Page Two

JOINING TOGETHER.   The Unified Basketball Game between students from Crawfordsville and Speedway was 
an overwhelming success.   This is the second Unified Basketball Game event held at Speedway and it was sponsored by the 
Student Athletic Leadership Team (SALT).   Photo by Abigail Leek, SHS Media.

     Is there another place like home? Speedway athletes have 
a different story to tell about S.A.L.T. which stands for the 
Student Athletic Leadership Team that has helped the student 
athletes build good attributes ever since it was created.
     In 2016, a group of  teachers and students saw a need for 
athletes to represent their school. The motivation to initially 
create this organization was to spread positive leadership and 
sportsmanship to not only the athletes in this school team but 
to that of  other teams.
     According to co-sponsor Jim Merlie, another reason for 
creating the organization is that it was needed to show unity in 
the school and to show the idea of  good “exemplary leaders” 
who work to shape students into good role models.
     What are some benefits to being a member of  S.A.L.T.?   
One, it gives the student-athletes a place to talk about issues, 
it is a form of  safe zone where the athletes are comfortable to 
share their views and ideas.

     Merlie emphasized the importance of  the goal to work 
towards leadership. The team has been successful as many 
people have joined and this has enhanced the level of  social 
interaction, many students get to work with each other, and 
during this time they are able to trust each other and make 
friends outside their friend group. 
     “It’s (SALT) a good experience and is very beneficial in 
building my own leadership abilities, and being a leader that 
other students in the school can role model themselves off,” 
said junior Ben Heaviland.
     On December 21st, S.A.L.T. sponsored a Unified Basket-
ball game with Crawfordsville High School.  Students from 
Speedway and Crawfordsville participated in the event that 
took place between the JV and varsity boys basketball games.  
This was the second basketball event that was coordinated by 
the S.A.L.T. group.  
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Setting you up for success
How important are New Year’s resolutions? 

Features

Jayden Abney-Seymour •  Plugged In Reporter

Unifying the community for the good of all
Continued from page one

READY TO RESUME PLAY.   With the help of  SALT co-sponsor Jos Smith, Lamarius Gordon prepares to pass 
the ball to Roberto Islas-Canico.    Photo by Abigail Leek, SHS Media.

     New year’s resolutions: what are they exactly? New year’s resolutions are 
goals that you set up for yourself  to complete and to become a “better per-
son” by the end of  the year, then they do it all over again when the new year 
comes around. I surveyed 98 students in grades 9-12 and asked them some 
questions about the topic. 
     My first question was “What have been your least favorite New year’s reso-
lutions from years past?” One of  my favorite responses was from sophomore 

See STUDENTS on Page Three

     In years past, there also used to be a 
kickball game during the spring where 
the leadership team and students with 
disabilities were able to participate in the 
game.
     Last month, students participated 
in a ten minute basketball game and it 
benefited the special needs students who 
participated in the game and also student 
leaders who coordinated it.   
     “I was overwhelmed with how 
much the kids enjoyed it and of  what 
an impact it made,” stated sophomore 
Chloe Ellett.  “The Unified game helped 
bring into realization how thankful we 
should all be about our everyday lives 
as athletes,” noted sophomore Madison 
Smith.  “The smiles on all the faces, not 
just on the court, but as well as the fans 
was something I’ll never forget.”
     According to Mr. Merlie, the Team 
“ ... is always open to new ideas and 
looking for new ideas.”
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Class Scheduling 101
A crash course in all things schedule-related

Henry Donahue •  Plugged In Reporter

Miles Miller who said he was “Going to 
work out.” I had a few others respond to 
this question that I thought were a little 
bit different then others ones we mainly 
hear like working out or eating healthier.      
     Freshman Owen Fleming said  he 
was looking forward to  “...  learning 
how to play an instrument:” and to be 
honest I can see how this could be hard 
given it could take some time. 
     Another question I asked was “Do 
you like the idea of  New Year Resolu-
tions? Why?”  One of  my respondents, 
freshman Cole Provenzano said …’’ Not 
really because the idea of  a new year’s 
resolution is all about starting a clean 
slate like starting a new year, but people 
sort of  use it as an opportunity to sort 
of  leave their past behind when I feel 
like you should keep that past and just 
try to improve yourself  from it:’’ 
     

Do students complete their goals?
Continued from page two      I really like this response because 

Cole is saying that people use this as a 
way to start with a clean slate but you 
should also remember where you started, 
and how instead of  trying to forget and 
move on you can learn from it and grow 
even more. 
     Sophomore Dylan Konrad, said  “… 
Yes it’s a good idea, but no one really 
sticks with it:” And I agree with Dylan 
that yes, some people do come up with 
good resolutions and they actually have 
a plan, but the problem is that many 
people never really stick with them. 
     The main reason I wanted to explore 
this topic was because I was hoping to 
get to see both sides of  people who do 
like new years resolutions and those who 
do not.  Personally, I fall in the middle.  I 
think some new year’s resolutions can be 
good, but I also think that some reso-
lutions just end up becoming another 
thing you said you would do but didn’t. 

     It’s the end of  January, which means 
it’s time to start scheduling classes for 
next school year. If  you attended SHS 
last year, you probably already know how 
to do this. But if  you’re new to Speed-
way, chances are you have no idea what 
I’m talking about.
     Fear not, my friend! I’m here to guide 
you through the whole process. Let’s get 
started, shall we?
     School Counselors will be visiting 
your social studies classes to give you a 
Course Request Form for next school 
year.  According to Trenton Borom, 
Director of  Student Services, current 
Juniors received their scheduling forms 
this week in class. Current Sophomores 
will receive their Course Request Forms 
on January 31st or February 1st, and cur-
rent Freshmen will receive their forms 
on February 3rd or 4th. The form is due 
one week after you receive it, and should 
be turned in to the Counseling Office
     Once you receive your form, the next 
step is to speak to your English, Math, 
Science, and Social Studies teachers. 
They will recommend the core course 
you should take, and sign off  on the 
form. Some electives may require signa-
tures, so check with your teachers.
     Speaking of  electives, you get to 
choose three of  them, as well as three 
back up electives. According to Borom, 
popular electives include Ceramics, 
Architecture & Drafting, Computer 
Science, and the Project Lead The Way 
engineering courses. 

     Got questions? Your school coun-
selor will meet with you individually 
to go over your schedule, review your 
diploma program, and make sure you’re 
on track to graduate. You can also sched-
ule a meeting with your counselor at any 
time by scanning the QR code in front 
of  the Counseling Office, or by visiting 
the school website and clicking on the 
“Guidance” option under the “Depart-
ments” tab.
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Winter sport wonders
Four Speedway athletes share their insights and experiences

Isaac Jinks
•
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How long have you participated in your sport? And do 
you feel like you’ve improved quite a bit, stayed the same 
or gotten worse? 

Brock: I have swum for five 
years having started in 7th 
grade. I feel like I have im-
proved consistently because of  
coach Keevy’s understanding of  
how to push her athletes.

Malinda: I have played basket-
ball since I was little. I feel like 
overall, I’ve improved and it’s 
taught me a lot but if  I don’t 
feel as if  this has been my best season.

Audrey: I have played basketball since I was in second grade 
and I have definitely improved from then to now.

Kristin: I have been swimming 
since I was 7. I started swim-
ming for a club team and fin-
ished swimming for them after 
ten years. I have been swimming 
for Speedway since 5th grade. 

Why did you get into your 
sport, and how much have 
you enjoyed it? Do you plan 
on doing something with it 
after high school?

Brock: I started swimming because I had quit basketball and 
my mom wanted me to try it. It was probably the best decision 
of  my life. I am currently talking to multiple college coaches to 
try and find my best fit. 

Malinda: My brothers always played when I was younger 
and I looked up to them and wanted to play,  I do not plan to 
further my athletic career after high school. 

Audrey: I love that I get to play 
with my friends and I love the 
feeling of  winning. I don’t plan 
to play basketball after 
high school though.

Kristin: I got into my sport 
after telling my mom that I 
wanted to learn how to surf. 
I enjoy swimming a lot but I 
am ready to move onto a new 
sport. I decided to not swim in college and wanted to play 
golf. So I will be playing golf  after high school at Saint Mary 
of  the Woods.

What is the most important aspect of  your sport? Do you 
get along with your teammates, and if  so, what’re some 
key functions you feel helps you and the team?

Brock: One of  the most important aspects of  my sport is 
the mental toughness needed to compete in a highly competi-
tive sport. I contribute most of  my skill and abilities to my 
coaches and teammates who push me to be better and strive 
to be better. 

Malinda: The girls basketball 
team has been probably the best 
team I’ve been a part of. The 
relationships that are created 
every year always amaze me and 
it’s just a great environment to 
be around. It’s a long season but 

See LOVE OF COMPETITION 
on Page Five
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Three sports open IHSAA play
Wrestling, girls basketball, and girls swimming seek best efforts

Love of competition 
What drives these top athletes?

Continued from page four

with the teams I’ve always had, it makes the ending hard. Just 
truly being a team on and off  the court I think helps us a lot 
when playing, it’s a competitive group but once we walk back 
through the locker room doors we’re all still good people and 
good friends. 

Audrey: I think the most important aspect of  basketball is 
effort. If  you don’t try then you will never win. The team 
gets along very well and it helps that most of  us have played 
together since third grade. 

Kristin: The most important part of  all the sports that I play 
is that I play individual sports but it’s still a part of  a team. (I 
enjoy the) positive sportsmanship and (it’s important to) always 
encourage your teammates. 

     Many of  Speedway’s winter sports teams have wrapped 
up regular season play and are transitioning into tournament 
mode as IHSAA sectionals begin this weekend.
     Speedway’s wrestling team has undergone a lot of  change 
this season and eight wrestlers will compete tomorrow at the 
always brutal Avon Sectional.   Last season, senior Hay Kaw 
Htoo advanced from this sectional field to participate in the 
IHSAA regional.   Four wrestlers in each weight class advance 
out of  the sectionals to the next round of  the tournament.
     Htoo has been hurt off  and on this season but he and his 
teammates begin their quest for glory Saturday morning.
     The Lady Sparkplugs varsity basketball team has won 
a total of  62 games over the last four seasons.   They would 
certainly trade in some of  those wins for post-season glory.  
The Sparkplugs have not advanced out of  the first round each 
of  the last three seasons but this year’s fortunes are likely to 
change.
     Speedway will participate in the Indian Creek sectional 
beginning Tuesday night.   Their first opponent is a familiar 
one:  Beech Grove.   Speedway defeated Beech Grove earlier 
this year 42-20 in ICC play and the Lady Sparkplugs will be 
heavily favored to win Tuesday’s game.   With a win, the Lady 
Sparkplugs will play George Washington next Friday.   The 
Continentals are inexperienced this year and lost to Beech 
Grove earlier this month by 50 points.   
      The Lady Sparkplugs should be favored to advance to next 
Saturday night’s championship game where they will likely face 
the host Braves from Indian Creek.   The tournament hosts 
were 17-4 entering their final regular season game against 
South Putnam and the Braves are guaranteed at least a tie of  
the Western Indiana Conference championship.   The Braves 
eliminated Speedway last season in the sectional semifinals and 
are the defending sectional champions.  
      In girls swimming, Speedway wrapped up its season last 
Tuesday night in dual meet action with Lebanon.   As the team 
prepares for next week’s Pike sectional, the Lady Sharkplugs 
are hoping for big performances from senior Kristin Pagach 
who is moving closer to two school records.   Pagach already 
holds the school record for the 50 free and she is also moving 

closer to breaking the record for the 100 back.  Pagach teams 
up with talented teammate Gabby Lopez, and newcomer 
Jordan Davis as three-fourths of  two relay teams that are also 
expected to perform strongly at the sectional.   The prelimi-
nary races take place on Thursday night and the finals will take 
place next Saturday afternoon.    
     Two winter sports teams are still competing in regular 
season action.   The varsity and JV boys basketball team 
travels to Cascade on Saturday in an ICC game.   Thursday, the 
boys return home for a two game homestand when they host 
Covenant Christian.   Next Saturday, the boys host Lebanon 
on Saturday afternoon.
     The boys swimming team has one regular season swim 
meet to go.   They will travel to Beech Grove on February 7th.  
The Sharkplugs will then have a few days off  before they begin 
their sectional on February 17th.   
      


