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Passage:   Very Frightening  Expository 5.6 

The sky grows very dark, and rain begins to pour. Suddenly, a streak of bright lightning slices through 
the sky. Thunder rumbles and crashes with a loud BOOM! It sounds like an explosion.  

Ancient peoples believed that lightning was a weapon used by angry gods. The Egyptians believed that 
Seth created lightning with his spear made of iron. The Greeks believed that Zeus threw lightning down 
when he was not pleased with events on earth. The Romans believed that their god Jupiter sent 
thunderbolts to punish wicked people and warn the empire against evil. 

A thunderstorm is a very powerful force of nature. Lightning is a bolt of electricity. As it passes through 
the sky, the electricity heats up the air around it. Then super-heated air vibrates to make thunder.  

Thunder and lightning storms can be very frightening. But from a safe place indoors, they can be 
fascinating to watch. 

Question Incorrect Correct Type 
1. What is this story about?
(thunder and lightning) 

Main Idea 

2. In ancient civilizations, who did people believe to be sending the
lightning? 
(angry gods) 

Fact 

3. What part of a thunderstorm is actually a bolt of electricity?
(lightning) 

Fact 

4. What causes the sound that thunder makes?
(when a strong bolt of electricity heats the air around it and the air 
explodes; when lightning heats the air around it, causing the air to 
explode with a BOOM) 

Fact 

5. During a thunderstorm, in what order do we see or hear thunder and
lightning? 
(we see the flash of lightning and then we hear the sound/Boom of 
thunder) 

Fact 

6. Why is lightning dangerous?
(any logical response: it is a powerful electrical force that can 
severely hurt or kill someone it hits, it can kill people or start fires 
when it hits something) 

Inference 

7. How does reading and learning about thunder and lightning storms
help us? 
(any logical response: it teaches us to respect the powerful forces of 
nature, it helps us to understand what causes thunder and lightning so 
we won’t be so scared of it, it helps us stay safe during a storm) 

Inference 
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8. What does the term “ancient peoples” mean in this passage?
(people of early/ancient civilizations; people who lived very long ago, 
like in ancient Egypt, Greece, or Rome) 

Vocabulary 

Total (circle the outcome)
Green   7-8 Correct 
Yellow 3-6 Correct 
Red      1-2 Correct

Question Type Correct Incorrect Likert Scale Rating:  _____ 

Main Idea 
Fact 
Inference 
Vocabulary 
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