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Passage:   from The Jungle  Narrative 9.4 

Excerpts from The Jungle, Chapter 2 by Upton Sinclair, 1906 

Coming from the country, very far in the country, Jurgis Rudkus had never seen a city, scarcely even a 
fair-sized town, until he set out to make his fortune in the world and earn his right to Ona. His ancestors 
had lived in that part of Lithuania known as the Imperial Forest, a hundred thousand acre tract of land 
and hunting preserve of nobility. Of the few peasants holding title, his ancestors had toiled upon several 
acres of cleared land in the wilderness. 

Jurgis longed to marry Ona Lukoszaite, the daughter of a wealthy man who had rejected his proposal. 
Through the spring and summer, Jurgis labored on his father’s farm, endeavoring to forget her, but after 
harvest, Jurgis tramped the fortnight’s journey that lay between them. Upon arrival, he discovered 
unexpected affairs: Ona’s father had died, and his estate was tied up with creditors. Left adrift, an uncle 
suggested that the family immigrate to America.  

Jurgis had heard that, in America, a man might earn three rubles a day. He understood what that would 
mean, with prices as they were where he lived. Jurgis decided forthwith that he would go to America, 
marry, and become a rich man in the bargain.  

Rich or poor, in America a man was free; he might do as he pleased and count himself as good as any 
other man. If he could only manage the price of passage, Jurgis could make his fortune in the world and 
count his troubles at an end.  

Question Incorrect Correct Type 
1.What is this story about?
(any logical response: a young man who is trying to plan his future, a 
young man’s reasons for wanting to immigrate to America) 

Main Idea 

2. For generations, where did Jugis Rutkus’ ancestors live?
(on a small farm in the Imperial Forest of Lithuania) 

Fact 

3. What did Jugis long to do with his life?
(marry Ona and make his fortune in the world) 

Fact 

4. When Jurgis traveled to see Ona at her father’s farm, what did he find
when he got there? 
(Ona’s father had died, the estate was tied up with creditors) 

Fact 

5. What did Jurgis decide to do after he found Ona’s family adrift
following her father’s death? 
(immigrate to America) 

Fact 
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6. How did Jurgis think he would live in America if he could make three
rubles a day? 
(he could live like a rich/wealthy man) 

Fact 

7. What had Jurgis heard about what a man could do in America?
(he could be free, do as he pleased and count himself as good as any other 
man) 

Fact 

8. Before he could immigrate to America, what did Jurgis need to do?
(manage the price of passage /earning the money for his passage/ticket to 
America)  

Fact 

9. How would you characterize Jurgis Rudkus?
(any logical response: hard-working, ambitious, a young man with a 
dream, naïve, inexperienced, a dreamer) 

Inference 

10. Why do you think Ona’s father would not allow his daughter to marry
Jurgis? 
(Jurgis was poor, Jurgis couldn’t provide the same quality life that Ona 
had grown up with, Jurgis was from the lower class and Ona from the 
upper class) 

Inference 

11. What did Jurgis believe would happen if he immigrated to America?
(any logical response: he would become rich and marry Ona, his life 
would be happier, better and easier)  

Inference 

12. In this story, what does the word “endeavored” mean?
(tried very hard, made an earnest effort, did everything he could to 
accomplish something) 

Vocabulary 

Total (circle the outcome) 
Green   10-12 Correct 
Yellow   4-9 Correct 
Red       1-3 Correct 

Question Type Correct Incorrect Likert Scale Rating:  _____ 
Main Idea 
Fact 

Inference 
Vocabulary 

Comments/Observations: 




