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Passage:   Summer Job  Narrative 4.4 

Martin and Jamal walked home from school, talking about summer vacation. 

“What are you doing this summer?” asked Martin. 

“I have summer school,” answered Jamal, “How about you?” 

Martin said, “I’ll just hang out, go to the pool, play basketball; all the usual summer things. I want a 
summer job, but I’m too young.”   

“The spending cash would be great,” responded Jamal. “I could work afternoons.” 

“Let’s start a business,” suggested Martin. “Think about what people need and match that with what we 
can do.” 

“I’m not good at making things, but I’m great with animals– how about pet-sitting?”  Jamal suggested. 
“People need pet-sitters during the summer, and most of our neighbors have pets.” 

“They know that we’re responsible. Mom can help us make a business plan and write a contract,” 
offered Martin.  

“First, we’ll need to advertise and figure out how much to charge,” Jamal stated. 

“Come on,” urged Martin, “Let’s get to work!” 

Question Incorrect Correct Type 
1. What is this story about?
(any logical response; getting a summer job, starting a business 
during summer vacation)  

Main Idea 

2. Since Jamal is going to summer school, when can he work?
(in the afternoon) 

Fact 

3. To get a job, what do the boys decide to do?
(start their own business) 

Fact 

4. What kind of activities would Martin do if he and Jamal did NOT
start a business? 
(hang out, go to the pool, and play basketball) 

Fact 

5. Why is pet sitting a good business idea for Jamal and Martin?
(they are very good with animals, many people in their neighborhood 
need pet sitters during the summer) 

Fact 
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6. What pet-sitting services would Jamal and Martin probably NOT
provide for their costumers? 
(any logical response; taking pets to the vet, giving pets a haircut, 
training dogs to do tricks) 

Inference 

7. Why do you think that Jamal wants a summer job?
(any logical response; he will be bored just hanging out all summer, 
he wants to make some extra spending money) 

Inference 

8. What does the word “contract” mean in this passage?
(a written business agreement, a written description of what the boys 
will do and how much they will be paid... the pet owner and the boys 
sign it) 

Vocabulary 

Total (circle the outcome)
Green   7-8 Correct 
Yellow 3-6 Correct 
Red      1-2 Correct

Question Type Correct Incorrect Likert Scale Rating:  _____ 
Main Idea 
Fact 
Inference 
Vocabulary 
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