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Passage:   Success is 99% Failure  Expository 8.5 

These are the words of Soichiro Honda, founder of the Honda Motor Company. An engineer, Honda 
learned failure when he was turned down for a job with Toyota. He remained jobless until he started 
making scooters of his own design at home. Encouraged by neighbors, Honda finally started his own 
business. Today, the Honda Motor Company is a billion-dollar, multi-national company–the 6th largest 
automobile manufacturer in the world. 

The world’s most successful people have faced challenges along the way. Some have had to rebound 
from spectacular failures before they met success. However, despite setbacks and disappointments, they 
refocused their efforts with greater determination. They had patience and courage. They worked harder 
until their efforts finally paid off.  

The world’s most successful people have taken this saying to heart, “If at first you don’t succeed, try, try 
again.” It was only after years of hard work, scores of failed models, and numerous attempts that Orville 
and Wilbur Wright finally created a plane that could stay airborne. At one point, Oprah Winfrey was 
fired from her job as a television reporter because she was, “unfit for TV.” In spite of this, she went on 
to become a television production icon. Walt Disney was fired by a newspaper editor because, “he 
lacked imagination and had no good ideas.” Disney went on to make billions from cartoons, movies, 
theme parks and merchandise. 

Those who succeed in life know that failure is not permanent; failure brings opportunity. It teaches us 
lessons that lead to our future success.   

Question Incorrect Correct Type 
1. What is this passage about?
(failure as part of success) 

Main Idea 

2. Soichiro Honda remained jobless after having been turned down
for an engineering job with which company? 
(Toyota Motors) 

Fact 

3. While he was jobless, what did Sochiro Honda begin to do at
home? 
(build scooters) 

Fact 

4. What do many successful people face before they achieve
success? 
(spectacular/monumental/gigantic failures) 

Fact 

5. Despite early setbacks and disappointments, how have many
successful people refocused their efforts? 
(with greater determination) 

Fact 
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6. What happened to both Walt Disney and Oprah Winfrey after
they had been fired from jobs early in their careers? 
(they later achieved amazing/incredible success, they became 
extremely successful) 

Fact 

7. Along with multiple failures, what did the Wright Brothers have
to endure before they could get their invented plane to stay 
airborne? 
(multiple attempts at flying and many years of hard work) 

Fact 

8. What do people who succeed in life know about failure?
(it is not permanent and it brings opportunity) 

Fact 

9. How do successful people view challenges or setbacks?
(any logical response; as opportunities to learn and improve, as 
steps towards success) 

Inference 

10. If success is 99% failure, how many times does a person need to
fail before he or she is successful? 
(99 times out of every 100) 

Inference 

11. Like the people mentioned in the story, Bill Gates, Michael
Jordan, J.K. Rowling, and Steven Spielberg faced terrible failures 
along the way. What do you think they continued to do to achieve 
success? 
(any logical response; work harder until their efforts finally paid 
off, they never gave up their dreams, they continued to “try, try 
again”) 

Inference 

12. What does the word “rebound” mean in this passage?
(spring back, recover from failure, bounce back after encountering a 
problem) 

Vocabulary 

Total (circle the outcome) 
Green   10-12 Correct 
Yellow 4-9 Correct 
Red 1-3 Correct

Question Type Correct Incorrect Likert Scale Rating:  _____ 
Main Idea 
Fact 
Inference 
Vocabulary 

Comments/Observations: 


