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Passage:   Speak Up  Narrative 5.5 

Mindy sat on the school bus with the usual girls. Approaching the next stop, Mindy thought, “Uh-oh, 
here we go again.”  

Gawking out the bus window and pointing at her target of the day, Shawna started in, “There she is! 
Look at her ugly outfit! Just check out that freak’s hair!”  

Shawna’s friends craned their necks and guffawed loudly. As Alia climbed aboard, Shawna teased, “Get 
a load of Miss Loser!” 

“Is that what they wear in your country?” taunted Kim. 

Shawna’s unbridled aggression could make anyone’s life miserable. No one dared to confront her; she 
was determined to prove herself superior to everyone. Shawna was just plain mean, and Alia was her 
latest target. 

Embarrassed, Mindy thought, “This is wrong. I wouldn’t keep silent if I saw someone being physically 
assaulted.” 

Mindy moved to sit next to Alia, showing her support for the ridiculed girl. Once at school, Mindy took 
action. Striding into the principal’s office, she announced in a clear, strong voice, “I’m here to speak up 
against bullying!” 
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Question Incorrect Correct Type 
1. What is this story about?
(speaking out against bullying, standing up for someone who is being 
bullied) 

Main Idea 

2. Why did Mindy dread approaching the next bus stop?
(the harassment of Alia would begin, Shawna would begin to bully 
Alia) 

Fact 

3. How did Shawna and her friends taunt Alia?
(they said mean things about her outfit and her hair, they called her a 
loser and a freak) 

Fact 

4. Why did Mindy move to another seat?
(she wanted to show her support for Alia) 

Fact 

5. In the story, why did Shawna bully other people?
(she was determined to prove that she was superior to everyone) 

Fact 

6. Shawna could make anyone’s life miserable, so why do you think
she decided to pick on Alia? 
(any logical response: Alia was an easy target, Alia was shy, Alia 
was too afraid to stand up to Shawna, Alia might have been new at 
that school) 

Inference 

7. Why did Mindy decide to go to the principal’s office and speak
up? 
(any logical response: because it was the right thing to do, because 
she was tired of standing by as Shawna bullied other people) 

Inference 

8. In this story, what does the word “unbridled” mean?
(uncontrolled) 

Vocabulary 

Total (circle the outcome)
Green   7-8 Correct 
Yellow 3-6 Correct 
Red      1-2 Correct

Question Type Correct Incorrect Likert Scale Rating:  _____ 
Main Idea 
Fact 
Inference 
Vocabulary 

Comments/Observations: 


