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Passage:   No Room on the Team  Narrative 5.4 

From the time he was young, Dante spent every spare moment playing basketball. But, as he tried out in 
sixth grade, he knew that his chances of making the middle school team were slim. When Coach Benson 
summoned Dante to his office, they discussed his skills and performance. To his amazement, Coach 
offered Dante a position on the team.    

From the beginning, it was clear that his teammates resented Dante. They humiliated him in the locker 
room. They embarrassed him in front of his friends. They ignored him at practice. Often Dante was 
“accidentally” punched or elbowed on the court. No one would pass him the ball. 

Anxious, Dante considered quitting. Fortunately, Coach quickly recognized the problem. He made it 
clear that negative talk, threats, and intimidation would not be tolerated. Coach expected mutual respect, 
support, and team unity. “There is no room for bullies on this team,” Coach warned. 
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Question Incorrect Correct Type 
1. What is this story about?
(any logical response: how a team should/should NOT act, how team 
members should treat each other with respect, support, and unity) 

Main Idea 

2. As a 6th grader, what were Dante’s chances of making the team?
(slim, not very good) 

Fact 

3. How did Dante’s team members show that they resented him?
(by bullying him; by humiliating, embarrassing, ignoring, punching 
and excluding him from play on the court) 

Fact 

4. Why did Dante consider quitting the basketball team?
(his teammates resented him, his teammates were bullying him) 

Fact 

5. After Coach recognized the problem, what did he do?
(made his team expectations clear to the team, talked to the team 
about mutual respect, support, and team unity) 

Fact 

6. Why did Coach Benson offer Dante a position on the team?
(any logical response: because of his great skills and performance; 
because Dante was a good basketball player) 

Inference 

7. In addition to feeling anxious, how do you think Dante felt about
how the team was treating him? 
(any logical response: hurt, confused, upset, sad, unhappy, 
disappointed, annoyed, worried, uncomfortable, embarrassed) 

Inference 

8. What does the word “summoned” mean in this story?
(called or sent for) 

Vocabulary 

Total (circle the outcome)
Green   7-8 Correct 
Yellow 3-6 Correct 
Red      1-2 Correct

Question Type Correct Incorrect Likert Scale Rating:  _____ 
Main Idea 
Fact 
Inference 
Vocabulary 
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