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Passage:   Lights Out Narrative 6.5 

On the way to the seashore, Amy noticed a Lights Out for Sea Turtles bumper sticker on the van in front of her 
family’s car. “Look at that bumper sticker,” said Amy. “What does it mean?”  

Dad explained, “People are becoming more aware that all sea turtle species are threatened. Their numbers are 
dropping due to hunting, fishing, and development. They are caught in commercial fishing nets and injured by 
boat propellers.” 

Mom added, “Back in the whaling days, sea turtles were hunted for their meat, fat, and shells. People along 
coastlines gathered up turtle eggs for food. Tortoiseshell material made from sea turtle shell was used to decorate 
combs, brushes, and other items.” 

“Today, beach development is another big problem. Sea turtles return to the same beach area to nest where they 
were born. Beach areas are being built up with houses, hotels, stores, and restaurants. There is too much human 
activity, and sea turtles have nowhere to nest,” Dad continued. 

Mom told us, “In many beach areas, laws prevent lights from being shined on the beach. Light confuses young 
turtle hatchlings, causing them to crawl towards the light and away from the water. Baby sea turtles are often 
killed crossing roads.  

“Some state aquariums operate sea turtle rescue hospitals to help injured or sick sea turtles found on the beach,” 
Dad chimed in. 

“Let’s get one of those bumper stickers for our car,” suggested Amy. She wondered if they would see a sea turtle 
nest on their favorite beach this year.  
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Question Incorrect Correct Type 
1. What is this story about?
(sea turtles, endangered/threatened sea turtles) 

Main Idea 

2. What threatened sea turtles in the past, but is not an issue today?
(the whaling industry) 

Fact 

3. In the past, what were sea turtle shells used for?
(decorating combs, brushes and other things) 

Fact 

4. Why do sea turtles return to the beach area where they were born?
(to nest) 

Fact 

5. New houses, hotels, stores and restaurants are examples of what?
(beach development that leaves sea turtles with nowhere to nest) 

Fact 

6. What can happen to sea turtle hatchlings’ when they see lights shining
on beaches? 
(they become confused) 

Fact 

7. What laws have been passed to help protect the sea turtle population?
(laws to prevent lights from being shined on local beaches) 

Fact 

8. What do baby sea turtles do when they see the lights?
(they crawl towards the light and away from the water) 

Fact 

9. Why do you think Amy wants to get a sea turtle bumper sticker for her
family’s car? 
(any logical response: because it raises public awareness about sea 
turtles, it reminds/informs people that sea turtles need to be protected) 

Inference 

10. What does learning about threatened animal species teach people?
(any logical response: that human behavior impacts our world, how to 
save threatened animals/sea turles from extinction) 

Inference 

11. Why do some states spend money to support sea turtle rescue
hospitals? 
(any logical response: because the people in that state respect all marine 
life, because the people in that state think it is important to save animals 
from extinction) 

Inference 

12. What does the word “hatchling” mean?
(an animal that has newly come out of an egg, hatched from an egg) 

Vocabulary 

Total (circle the outcome) 
Green   10-12 Correct 
Yellow  4-9 Correct 
Red       1-3 Correct

Question Type Correct Incorrect Likert Scale Rating:  _____ 
Main Idea 
Fact 
Inference 
Vocabulary 
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