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Passage:   Keys to Success  Expository 6.4 

Do you hope to become a famous scientist or inventor, plan to write a best-selling book or dream of 
becoming a legendary musician, athlete, or actor? Maybe you just want to ace your next test. Whatever 
your hopes, plans, and dreams may be, the only way to get there is by developing the keys to success 
within you. 

What qualities set successful people apart from all the rest? The keys to success are not carefully 
guarded secrets. They are available to everyone. Success is all about individual effort, determination, 
and patience. To be successful, you must be willing to develop the personal characteristics that will lead 
you there.  

Successful people: 
• Are passionate about what they do and enjoy doing it.

• Know what they want, set clear goals and envision success.

• Are determined, persistent and patient; they do not have to get it right the first time.

• Recognize the value of practice, practice, practice.

• Have an insatiable hunger for knowledge; they are curious and not afraid to experiment.

• Do not just think about success; they have the courage to act.

• Think carefully about possible results and consider consequences before they act.

• Look for different ways to solve problems; try new ideas and different approaches.

• Build relationships with other people and reach out to them.

Success is usually achieved the hard way. It is a journey of a thousand miles, through a hundred twists 
and turns, with a million potholes. The first step is to believe that you have what it takes. 
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Question Incorrect Correct Type 
1. What is this passage about?
(how to achieve success) 

Main Idea 

2. Who can benefit from the keys to becoming successful?
(everyone) 

Fact 

3. What three things does it take to achieve success?
(effort, determination, and patience) 

Fact 

4. When someone is thinking about becoming successful, what must they
do to actually become successful?  
(they must have the courage to act, they must take action/make it happen) 

Fact 

5. When something doesn’t go right the first time, what do successful
people do? 
(they keep trying, they try something different/new) 

Fact 

6. How do successful people solve problems?
(they try different approaches and/or look for new ideas) 

Fact 

7. How do successful people who have an insatiable hunger for knowledge
generally act? 
(they are curious and not afraid to experiment) 

Fact 

8. What do successful people do before they take action?
(consider the possible results and consequences of their action) 

Fact 

9. Explain what the author means when she says success is “a journey of a
thousand miles, through a hundred twists and turns, with a million 
potholes”? 
(any logical response; becoming successful is challenging but not 
impossible) 

Inference 

10. Why is it important for successful people to be determined, persistent
and patient? 
(any logical response: becoming successful is hard work and includes a lot 
of trial and error, successful people make mistakes and learn from them) 

Inference 

11. What do you think the author wanted you to learn from reading this
passage? 
(any logical response; how to become a successful person, that anyone can 
learn to become successful) 

Inference 

12. What does the word “insatiable” mean?
(limitless, cannot be satisfied) 

Vocabulary 

Total (circle the outcome) 
Green   10-12 Correct 
Yellow 4-9 Correct 
Red      1-3 Correct

Question Type Correct Incorrect Likert Scale Rating:  _____ 
Main Idea 
Fact 
Inference 
Vocabulary 

Comments/Observations: 


